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2005 Compilation— 
Presidential Documents 

PROCLAMATIONS 

Proclamation 7859 of January 1, 2005 

Honoring the Memory of the Victims of the Indian Ocean 
Earthquake and Tsunamis 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a mark of respect for the victims of the Indian Ocean Earthquake and 
the resulting Tsunamis, I hereby order, by the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United States of America, that the flag of 
the United States shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and on 
all public buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, 
and on all naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Co-
lumbia and throughout the United States and its Territories and posses-
sions from Monday, January 3, 2005, until sunset, Friday, January 7, 2005. 
I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same period 
at all United States embassies, legations, consular offices, and other facili-
ties abroad, including all military facilities and naval vessels and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of Jan-
uary, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Title 3—The President Proc. 7860 

Proclamation 7860 of January 7, 2005 

To Extend Nondiscriminatory Trade Treatment (Normal 
Trade Relations Treatment) to the Products of Armenia 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

1. Since declaring its independence from the Soviet Union in 1991, Arme-
nia has made considerable progress in enacting market reforms and on Feb-
ruary 5, 2003, Armenia acceded to the World Trade Organization (WTO). 
The extension of unconditional normal trade relations treatment to the 
products of Armenia will permit the United States to avail itself of all 
rights under the WTO with respect to Armenia. Armenia has demonstrated 
a strong desire to build a friendly and cooperative relationship with the 
United States and has been found to be in full compliance with the free-
dom of emigration requirements under title IV of the Trade Act of 1974 (the 
‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2431 et seq.). 

2. Pursuant to section 2001(b) of Public Law 108–429, 118 Stat. 2588, and 
having due regard for the findings of the Congress in section 2001(a) of said 
law, I hereby determine that chapter 1 of title IV of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2431–2439) should no longer apply to Armenia. 

3. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2483), as amended, authorizes 
the President to embody in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States the substance of relevant provisions of that Act, or other acts affect-
ing import treatment, and of actions taken thereunder. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and the laws of the United States, including but not limited to section 
2001(b) of Public Law 108–429, and section 604 of the 1974 Act, do pro-
claim that: 

(1) Nondiscriminatory trade treatment (normal trade relations treatment) 
shall be extended to the products of Armenia, which shall no longer be 
subject to chapter 1 of title IV of the 1974 Act. 

(2) The extension of nondiscriminatory treatment to products of Armenia 
shall be effective as of the date of signature of this proclamation. 

(3) All provisions of previous proclamations and executive orders that 
are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are superseded 
to the extent of such inconsistency. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of 
January, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamations Proc. 7862 

Proclamation 7861 of January 12, 2005 

National Mentoring Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

All Americans are grateful for the special people who played a positive role 
in their childhood. Whether a relative, teacher, coach, or community lead-
er, a dedicated mentor can profoundly change a young person’s life. During 
National Mentoring Month, we recognize the role models who have influ-
enced lives, and we continue to support programs that help the young peo-
ple of America. 

Mentoring programs pair a child in need with a caring adult who can help 
that child understand the importance of making the right choices in life. 
It is one of the best ways to send young people the right messages. Through 
friendship and encouragement, mentors can help prepare young Americans 
for a hopeful future. 

My Administration has supported mentoring programs for young people at 
risk. In August 2004, my Administration made available over $45 million 
in grants to help provide mentors for children with parents in prison. In 
addition, my Administration provided $48 million in school-based grants 
in 2004 to provide at-risk youth with mentors to assist them in the success-
ful transition from elementary to secondary school. 

One mentor can change a life forever. I encourage all of our citizens to 
dedicate their time and talents to mentoring a young person. By providing 
help and hope to our youth, mentors help foster a more compassionate so-
ciety that values every life and leaves no child behind. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 2005 as National 
Mentoring Month. I call upon the people of the United States to recognize 
the importance of mentoring, to look for opportunities to serve as mentors 
in their communities, and to celebrate this month with appropriate activi-
ties and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of 
January, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7862 of January 14, 2005 

Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was a visionary American and a dedicated lead-
er who believed deeply in liberty and dignity for every person. His faith 
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Title 3—The President Proc. 7863 

and courage continue to inspire America and the world. We honor his life 
and his work. 

Growing up in Atlanta, Georgia, Dr. King witnessed firsthand the injustice 
of a segregated society. He realized that change was necessary to ensure the 
full promise of our Constitution for all Americans, and his charismatic 
leadership awakened the conscience of America. 

Dr. King’s dream inspired our Nation with what he called ‘‘a certain kind 
of fire that no water could put out.’’ Since Dr. King’s involvement in the 
civil rights movement in the 1950s and 1960s, Americans have witnessed 
the power of the law to prevent injustice and encourage the finest qualities 
of our Nation. Last year, we celebrated the 40th anniversary of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. Once this landmark legislation was signed into law, 
Americans could no longer be denied a room in a hotel or a table at a res-
taurant because of their race. 

Our Nation has accomplished much over the past 40 years. Our journey to-
ward justice and equality has not always been an easy one, and it is not 
over. However long the journey, our destination is set: liberty and justice 
for all. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., believed in the good that exists in all 
men and women. We will remember the work of Dr. King as we continue 
striving to meet the founding ideals of our great Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Monday, January 17, 2005, 
as the Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday. I encourage all Americans 
to observe this day with appropriate activities and programs that honor the 
memory and legacy of Dr. King. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7863 of January 14, 2005 

National Sanctity of Human Life Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The Declaration of Independence proclaimed that all Americans are en-
dowed by the Creator with the unalienable rights to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. On National Sanctity of Human Life Day, we cele-
brate the sacred gift of life. 

We have a responsibility in America to defend the life of the innocent and 
the powerless. Our Nation has made significant progress in recent years to-
ward building a culture of life. Last year, I signed into law the Unborn Vic-
tims of Violence Act of 2004, which provides that any person who causes 
death or injury to a pregnant woman commits two separate offenses. I 
worked with members of both parties to ban the brutal practice of partial- 
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Proclamations Proc. 7864 

birth abortion, and I signed the Born-Alive Infants Protection Act. Working 
with the Congress, my Administration has halted spending of taxpayers’ 
money on international programs that promote abortions overseas. We con-
tinue to promote abstinence education, adoption programs, crisis preg-
nancy programs, and other efforts to help protect life. 

My Administration remains committed to the steadfast belief in the dignity 
of every human being and the promise of every life. Across our country, 
we must continue to encourage our citizens to make ours a more just and 
welcoming society in which every child is born into a loving family and 
protected by law. We will work with decency and respect to change hearts 
and minds, one person at a time. In doing so, we will build a lasting cul-
ture of life and a more compassionate society. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, January 16, 2005, 
as National Sanctity of Human Life Day. I call upon all Americans to recog-
nize this day with appropriate ceremonies in our homes and places of wor-
ship and to reaffirm our commitment to respecting the life and dignity of 
every human being. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7864 of January 14, 2005 

Religious Freedom Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

George Washington wrote, ‘‘The liberty enjoyed by the people of these 
States, of worshipping Almighty God agreeably to their consciences, is not 
only among the choicest of their blessings, but also of their rights.’’ On Re-
ligious Freedom Day, Americans commemorate the passage of the Virginia 
Statute for Religious Freedom in 1786, which helped set the course for free-
dom of religion to be included in the First Amendment to our Constitution. 

Our Founding Fathers knew the importance of freedom of religion to a sta-
ble and lasting Union. Our Constitution protects individuals’ rights to wor-
ship as they choose. Today, we continue to welcome the important con-
tributions of people of faith in our society. We reject religious bigotry in 
every form, striving for a society that honors the life and faith of every per-
son. As we maintain the vitality of a pluralistic society, we work to ensure 
equal treatment of faith-based organizations and people of faith. 

As the United States advances the cause of liberty, we remember that free-
dom is not America’s gift to the world, but God’s gift to each man and 
woman in this world. This truth drives our efforts to help people every-
where achieve freedom of religion and establish a better, brighter, and more 
peaceful future for all. 
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Title 3—The President Proc. 7865 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 16, 2005, as Reli-
gious Freedom Day. I encourage all Americans to reflect on the great bless-
ing of religious freedom, to endeavor to preserve this freedom for future 
generations, and to commemorate this day through appropriate events and 
activities in homes, schools, and places of worship. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7865 of January 25, 2005 

60th Anniversary of the Liberation of Auschwitz 
Concentration Camp, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

At the Auschwitz concentration camp, evil found willing servants and in-
nocent victims. For almost 5 years, Auschwitz was a factory for murder 
where more than a million lives were taken. It is a sobering reminder of 
the power of evil and the need for people to oppose evil wherever it exists. 
It is a reminder that when we find anti-Semitism, we must come together 
to fight it. 

In places like Auschwitz, evidence of the horror of the Holocaust has been 
preserved to help the world remember the past. We must never forget the 
cruelty of the guilty and the courage of the victims at Auschwitz and other 
Nazi concentration camps. 

During the Holocaust, evil was systematic in its implementation and delib-
erate in its destruction. The 60th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz 
is an opportunity to pass on the stories and lessons of the Holocaust to fu-
ture generations. The history of the Holocaust demonstrates that evil is real, 
but hope endures. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 27, 2005, as the 60th 
anniversary of the Liberation of the Auschwitz Concentration Camp. I call 
upon all Americans to observe this occasion with appropriate ceremonies 
and programs to honor the victims of Auschwitz and the Holocaust. May 
God bless their memory and their families, and may we always remember. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day 
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamations Proc. 7866 

Proclamation 7866 of February 1, 2005 

American Heart Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The miracles of modern medicine offer hope to those affected by heart dis-
ease, yet there are also simple measures that Americans can take to help 
prevent the disease. During American Heart Month, I encourage all Ameri-
cans to take action to help reduce their risk and increase awareness of heart 
disease. 

The steps to a healthy heart include preventing and controlling factors that 
can lead to heart disease—smoking, high blood pressure, high blood choles-
terol, physical inactivity, obesity, and diabetes. By avoiding tobacco, lim-
iting consumption of alcohol, exercising regularly, eating a nutritious diet, 
and maintaining a healthy weight, Americans can substantially reduce their 
risk of developing cardiovascular disease. 

I also urge citizens to get routine preventative screenings and consult with 
their doctors. Through these commonsense steps, we can save many of the 
lives we might otherwise lose each year to heart disease. 

Although heart disease is often associated with men, it is the leading cause 
of death for American women: Nearly 500,000 American women die from 
cardiovascular disease each year. The National Heart, Lung, and Blood In-
stitute—part of the National Institutes of Health at the Department of 
Health and Human Services—and other national organizations have 
launched a national campaign called ‘‘The Heart Truth’’ to educate women 
about heart disease and to encourage them to make their health a priority. 
The symbol of ‘‘The Heart Truth’’ campaign is the red dress, which re-
minds women to talk with their doctors about heart disease and to make 
healthy choices. In addition, the American Heart Association has launched 
the ‘‘Go Red For Women’’ campaign to reach out to more women across 
our country. By continuing to raise public awareness about this deadly dis-
ease, we can help all our citizens lead healthier lives. 

In recognition of the importance of the ongoing fight against heart disease, 
the Congress, by Joint Resolution approved December 30, 1963, as amended 
(77 Stat. 843; 36 U.S.C. 101), has requested that the President issue an an-
nual proclamation designating February as ‘‘American Heart Month.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim February 2005 as American Heart Month, 
and I invite all Americans to participate in National Wear Red Day by 
wearing a red dress, shirt, or tie on February 4, 2005. I also invite the Gov-
ernors of the States, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, officials of other 
areas subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, and the American peo-
ple to join me in our continuing commitment to fighting heart disease. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of Feb-
ruary, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Title 3—The President Proc. 7867 

Proclamation 7867 of February 1, 2005 

Centennial of the Forest Service, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In 2005, the Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service celebrates a century 
of service to our Nation. After President Theodore Roosevelt established the 
Forest Service as part of the Department of Agriculture in 1905, Secretary 
of Agriculture James Wilson wrote to the First Chief of the Forest Service, 
Forester Gifford Pinchot, that ‘‘all land is to be devoted to its most produc-
tive use for the permanent good of the whole people.’’ The Forest Service 
has now upheld this noble charge for 100 years, and America’s forests re-
main vibrant because of the hard work and dedication of our foresters. 

Beyond serving as places for recreation, our forests are also sources of 
paper products, building materials, chemicals, and many other resources 
that drive our economy. Over the last century, the Forest Service has com-
bined this ethic of good stewardship with sound science and a spirit of in-
novation to cultivate and sustain our forests in ways that benefit our entire 
society. 

Today, Americans continue to be responsible stewards of national forests 
and grasslands. Through the commonsense management approach of my 
Healthy Forests Initiative, the Forest Service is working with State and 
local governments, tribes, and other Federal agencies to help prevent de-
structive wildfires, return forests to a healthier, natural condition, and 
maintain a full range of forest types. The Forest Service is also providing 
important work, education, and job training to citizens in need. This com-
mitment to ‘‘Caring for the Land and Serving People’’ contributes to our 
country’s success in conserving our environment and ensuring that our nat-
ural resources remain sources of pride for our citizens, our communities, 
and our Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 1, 2005, as the Cen-
tennial of the Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture. I call upon 
the people of the United States to recognize this anniversary with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities in honor of the Forest Service’s 
contributions to our country. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of Feb-
ruary, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamations Proc. 7868 

Proclamation 7868 of February 7, 2005 

National African American History Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Throughout our Nation’s history, the contributions of African Americans 
have stirred our Nation’s conscience and helped shape our character. Dur-
ing National African American History Month, we honor the determination 
and commitment of generations of African Americans in pursuing the 
promises of America. 

The theme of National African American History Month this year, ‘‘The Ni-
agara Movement: Black Protest Reborn, 1905–2005,’’ honors the grassroots 
movement of 1905 to 1910 that was organized to fight racial discrimination 
in America. Led by W.E.B. DuBois, the movement called for voting rights 
for African Americans, opposed school segregation, and worked to elect of-
ficials committed to fighting racial prejudice. Americans today carry on this 
movement as our Nation strives to live up to our founding principle that 
all of God’s children are created equal. 

It is important to teach our children about the heroes of the civil rights 
movement who, with courage and dignity, forced America to confront the 
central defect of our founding. Every American should know about the men 
and women whose determination and persistent eloquence forced people 
of all races to examine their hearts and revise our Nation’s Constitution and 
laws. As we celebrate African American History Month, we remember how 
great the struggle for racial justice has been. And we renew our efforts to 
fight for equal rights for all Americans. We have made great progress, but 
our work is not done. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 2005 as National 
African American History Month. I call upon public officials, educators, li-
brarians, and all the people of the United States to observe this month with 
appropriate programs and activities that honor the history, accomplish-
ments, and contributions of African Americans. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of 
February, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Title 3—The President Proc. 7869 

Proclamation 7869 of February 7, 2005 

National Consumer Protection Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

This year’s National Consumer Protection Week focuses on the impact and 
problems caused by identity theft and on the steps Government is taking 
to safeguard personal information. Today, many Americans reveal personal 
information when making purchases, borrowing money, or opening a bank 
or credit card account. This information makes it convenient to conduct 
routine transactions, but consumers must take precautions to protect their 
names, addresses, phone numbers, Social Security numbers, and account 
numbers against fraud and theft. 

As one of the highest impact financial crimes in our Nation, identity theft 
can undermine the basic trust on which our economy depends. Millions of 
Americans have had their identity stolen, costing them and our country’s 
businesses billions of dollars. Identity theft can shake consumers’ con-
fidence, destroy a person’s financial reputation, and damage lifelong efforts 
to build and maintain a good credit rating. 

We are acting to protect citizens from these crimes and the grief and prob-
lems they cause. During the last 2 years, I have signed the Fair and Accu-
rate Credit Transactions Act of 2003, which makes it easier for consumers 
to detect and protect themselves from fraud, and the Identity Theft Penalty 
Enhancement Act, which strengthens the penalties for identity theft. The 
U.S. Postal Inspection Service, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the 
United States Secret Service are working with State and local officials to 
stop the criminal networks responsible for much of the identity theft in 
America. The Federal Trade Commission also trains local law enforcement 
in detecting and investigating identity theft, and they have set up the Iden-
tity Theft Data Clearinghouse, which tracks complaints across the country 
and provides these records to prosecutors seeking to shut down those who 
steal our citizens’ good names. 

Consumers can learn to prevent identity theft by visiting the National Con-
sumer Protection Week website, www.consumer.gov/ncpw. Working to-
gether, we can reduce this growing problem and protect the financial secu-
rity of our citizens and our Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 6 through February 
12, 2005, as National Consumer Protection Week. I call upon government 
officials, industry leaders, and consumer advocates to provide citizens with 
information about identity theft and how they can be responsible con-
sumers, and I encourage all citizens to take an active role in protecting 
their personal information. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of 
February, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamations Proc. 7870 

Proclamation 7870 of February 9, 2005 

To Modify Rules of Origin Under the North American Free 
Trade Agreement 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

1. Presidential Proclamation 6641 of December 15, 1993, implemented the 
North American Free Trade Agreement (the ‘‘NAFTA’’) with respect to the 
United States and, pursuant to the North American Free Trade Agreement 
Implementation Act (the ‘‘NAFTA Implementation Act’’), incorporated in 
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (the ‘‘HTS’’) the tariff 
modifications and rules of origin necessary or appropriate to carry out the 
NAFTA. 

2. Section 202 of the NAFTA Implementation Act provides rules for deter-
mining whether goods imported into the United States originate in the ter-
ritory of a NAFTA party and thus are eligible for the tariff and other treat-
ment contemplated under the NAFTA. Section 202(q) of the NAFTA Imple-
mentation Act (19 U.S.C. 3332(q)) authorizes the President to proclaim, as 
a part of the HTS, the rules of origin set out in the NAFTA and to proclaim 
modifications to such previously proclaimed rules of origin, subject to the 
consultation and layover requirements of section 103(a) of the NAFTA Im-
plementation Act (19 U.S.C. 3313(a)). 

3. I have determined that the modifications to the HTS set out in the 
Annex to this proclamation are appropriate. For goods of Mexico, I have 
decided that the effective date of the modifications shall be determined by 
the United States Trade Representative (USTR). 

4. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 
U.S.C. 2483), authorizes the President to embody in the HTS the substance 
of the relevant provisions of that Act, of other Acts affecting import treat-
ment, and actions thereunder, including the removal, modification, con-
tinuance, or imposition of any rate of duty or other import restriction. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and the laws of the United States, including section 604 of the 1974 Act, 
section 202 of the NAFTA Implementation Act, and section 301 of title 3, 
United States Code, do hereby proclaim: 

(1) In order to modify the rules of origin under the NAFTA, general note 
12 to the HTS is modified as provided in the Annex to this proclamation. 

(2) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive Orders that 
are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are superseded 
to the extent of such inconsistency. 

(3) The modifications made by the Annex to this proclamation shall be 
effective with respect to goods of Canada that are entered, or withdrawn 
from warehouse for consumption, on or after January 1, 2005. The modi-
fications made by such Annex shall be effective with respect to goods of 
Mexico that are entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, 
on or after a date that the USTR announces in the Federal Register. 
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Title 3—The President Proc. 7870 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
February, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7871 of February 28, 2005 

American Red Cross Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Americans have a long history of rising to meet humanitarian challenges, 
and the American Red Cross is a leader in these efforts. Since 1881, the 
American Red Cross has met disaster with compassion and courage. During 
American Red Cross Month, we honor this dedication and reaffirm the im-
portance of volunteering time and contributing resources to make our com-
munities and the world better. 

From offering blood drives and lifesaving courses to providing disaster re-
lief services at home and abroad, American Red Cross employees and vol-
unteers work countless hours to care for those in need and serve a cause 
greater than self. As a result of the recent tsunami in the Indian Ocean, 
over 150,000 lives were lost and many more were left homeless and with-
out food and water. The American Red Cross swiftly dispatched relief 
workers to assist those affected, and to distribute supplies, counsel sur-
vivors, and help people return home. 

Here at home, the American Red Cross helps support our troops by trans-
mitting emergency messages to members of the Armed Forces and their 
families. In this past year, the Red Cross has also contributed significantly 
to relief efforts for hurricanes in Florida, flooding in Western Pennsylvania, 
wildfires in the Western United States, and mudslides in California. These 
good works provide hope and healing to those dealing with profound loss 
and demonstrate the character of the American Red Cross. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America and Honorary Chairman of the American Red Cross, by virtue 
of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim March 2005 as American Red Cross Month. I 
commend the efforts of American Red Cross employees and volunteers, and 
I encourage all Americans to donate their time, energy, and talents to sup-
port this organization’s humanitarian mission. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty- 
ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7872 of March 2, 2005 

Women’s History Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

During Women’s History Month, we celebrate the achievements of our Na-
tion’s women. For generations, American women have helped build our 
great Nation through their leadership as writers, teachers, artists, politi-
cians, doctors, and scientists, and in other professions. As mothers, daugh-
ters, and sisters, women have supported and strengthened American fami-
lies and communities. Women are at the forefront of entrepreneurship in 
America, creating millions of new jobs and helping to build our Nation’s 
economic prosperity. 

We celebrate those who have broken down barriers for women, such as Jac-
queline Cochran, who was the founder and director of the Women’s Air 
Force Service Pilots during World War II and the first woman to break the 
sound barrier. Gerty Theresa Radnitz Cori was the first American woman 
to receive a Nobel Prize in the sciences, and her research significantly ad-
vanced the treatment of diabetes. In 1926, Olympic Gold Medalist Gertrude 
Ederle became the first woman to swim the English Channel. Marian An-
derson, a Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient, opened doors in music 
as the first African American to perform with the New York Metropolitan 
Opera. Juliette Gordon Low encouraged community service and the phys-
ical, mental, and spiritual development of America’s young women as 
founder of the Girl Scouts of the United States of America. As we work 
to advance freedom and peace and fight the war on terror, American 
women in uniform are serving at posts at home and across the world, tak-
ing great risks as they make our Nation more secure. 

As we commemorate Women’s History Month, I encourage all Americans 
to celebrate the extraordinary contributions and accomplishments of Amer-
ican women and to continue our progress in making our society more pros-
perous, just, and equal. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2005 as Women’s His-
tory Month. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this 
month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities that honor the 
history, accomplishments, and contributions of American women. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
March, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7873 of March 4, 2005 

Irish-American Heritage Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The story of the Irish in America is an important part of the history of our 
country. This month, we pay tribute to Americans of Irish descent who 
have shaped our Nation and influenced American life. 

Long before the great wave of Irish immigration in the 1840s, people of 
Irish ancestry were defining and defending our Nation. Charles Thomson, 
an Irishman by birth, served as Secretary of the Continental Congress and 
helped design the Great Seal of the United States. Irish-born Commodore 
John Barry fought for our country’s independence and later helped found 
the United States Navy. 

Irish Americans have been leaders in our public life, and they have re-
tained a proud reverence for their heritage. In June 1963, President John 
F. Kennedy spoke to the Parliament in Dublin and told the story of the 
Irish Brigade, a regiment that fought valiantly for the Union and suffered 
terrible losses during the Civil War. Two decades after President Kennedy’s 
visit, President Ronald Reagan returned to his great-grandfather’s home-
town in County Tipperary, Ireland, and greeted the crowd in their own 
Irish language. 

The industry, talent, and imagination of Irish Americans have enriched our 
commerce and our culture. Their strong record of public service has for-
tified our democracy. Their strong ties to family, faith, and community 
have strengthened our Nation’s character. The Irish are a significant reason 
why Americans will always be proud to call ourselves a Nation of immi-
grants. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2005 as Irish-Amer-
ican Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this month by 
celebrating the contributions of Irish Americans to our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7874 of March 4, 2005 

Save Your Vision Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Eye disease causes suffering, loss of productivity, and diminished quality 
of life for millions of Americans. During Save Your Vision Week, we raise 
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awareness of eye disease and encourage all our citizens to take action to 
safeguard their eyesight. 

As people age, they can develop conditions that affect eyesight, including 
cataracts, glaucoma, retinal disorders, dry eye, and low vision. Through 
regular eye exams, many of these problems can be detected and treated 
early, reducing the risk of vision loss. The National Institute on Aging, part 
of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), suggests five steps for all Ameri-
cans to take to protect their eyesight: regular physical exams; a complete 
eye exam every 1 to 2 years; a check of family history; immediate attention 
if you notice any loss of eyesight, eye pain, or other eye problems; and use 
of sunglasses and a hat to protect eyes from the damaging effects of ultra-
violet rays. 

My Administration is committed to helping Americans lead better, 
healthier lives. We have doubled funding for the NIH, helping the United 
States to stay on the leading edge of medical research and technological 
change. Through education, prevention, early detection, and further re-
search into effective treatments for eye disease, we can bring hope and 
comfort to our citizens and help more Americans keep the precious gift of 
sight. 

The Congress, by joint resolution approved December 30, 1963, as amended 
(77 Stat. 629; 36 U.S.C. 138), has authorized and requested the President 
to proclaim the first week in March of each year as ‘‘Save Your Vision 
Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim March 6 through March 12, 2005, as Save 
Your Vision Week. I encourage eye care professionals, teachers, the media, 
and public and private organizations dedicated to preserving eyesight to 
join in activities that will raise awareness of the measures all citizens can 
take to protect vision. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7875 of March 18, 2005 

National Poison Prevention Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

National Poison Prevention Week reminds us that young children need 
constant close supervision by responsible adults to keep them safe. This 
week highlights the dangers of accidental poisonings, steps that can be 
taken to reduce risks, and what to do in case of an emergency. 

Poison control centers receive approximately one million calls each year 
about children who have ingested dangerous medicines or chemicals they 
have found around their homes. Since the first National Poison Prevention 
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Week 43 years ago, many deaths and injuries have been prevented through 
increased public awareness, the use of child-resistant packaging, and a na-
tional network of poison control centers. We must build on this progress 
by taking additional precautions to keep our children safe. All potentially 
hazardous products, including those encased in child-resistant packaging, 
should be stored out of the reach of children. Parents can educate them-
selves about poisons and receive safety information by visiting the Poison 
Prevention Week Council website at www.poisonprevention.org. In case of 
an emergency, families should keep the toll-free number, 1–800–222–1222, 
on hand in order to reach the nearest Poison Control Center. By properly 
supervising children, taking preventive measures, and knowing what to do 
in an emergency, we can help protect our young people from the risks of 
accidental poisonings. 

To encourage Americans to learn more about the dangers of accidental 
poisonings and to take appropriate preventive measures, the Congress, by 
joint resolution approved September 26, 1961, as amended (75 Stat. 681), 
has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation desig-
nating the third week of March each year as ‘‘National Poison Prevention 
Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim March 20 through March 26, 2005, as Na-
tional Poison Prevention Week. I call upon all Americans to observe this 
week by participating in appropriate ceremonies and activities and by 
learning how to prevent poisonings among children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day 
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7876 of March 24, 2005 

Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of 
Greek and American Democracy, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Well before modern Greece gained her independence, the ancient Athe-
nians adopted democratic principles that guided their society. These prin-
ciples inspired our Founding Fathers to proclaim the imperative of self- 
government as they worked to build our great Nation. America’s love for 
liberty has deep roots in the spirit of Greece. On Greek Independence Day, 
we celebrate our special ties of friendship, history, and shared values with 
Greece. 

Our country has welcomed generations of Greek immigrants, and we are 
grateful for their talents, wisdom, and creativity. We honor the Greek spirit 
that values family and education, public service and faith. Greek Ameri-
cans have made a mark in every field—enhancing our culture, enriching 
our commerce, and defending our freedom. Their strong record of public 
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service has also strengthened our democracy, and their contributions have 
made America a better place. 

As we address the challenges of the 21st century, the United States and 
Greece remain committed partners in the vital work of advancing freedom 
and democracy. Our two Nations are founded on shared ideals of liberty, 
and we are working together to advance those ideals across the world 
today. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 2005, as Greek 
Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of Greek and American 
Democracy. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty- 
ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7877 of March 31, 2005 

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In proclaiming the first Victims’ Rights Week in 1981, President Reagan 
said, ‘‘it is time all of us paid greater heed to the plight of victims.’’ Since 
then, America has made great progress in treating crime victims with great-
er respect, meeting their needs, and providing them with help, hope, and 
healing. Each year, during National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, we re-
member those who have lost their lives in violent crimes. We also renew 
our commitment to address the needs of victims and their families and to 
build public awareness of crime victims’ rights. 

The violent crime rate is at its lowest point in three decades. We must re-
main steadfast in our efforts to make America safer for all citizens and fair-
er for victims of crime. The Department of Justice has received historic lev-
els of funding for programs to protect women and prosecute criminals. 
Family Justice Centers are helping local communities provide comprehen-
sive services to victims of domestic crime and their loved ones. State and 
local law enforcement officials are continuing to serve the public and assist 
victims of crime. I signed into law the Justice for All Act of 2004, which 
expands DNA testing and enhances the scope and enforceability of crime 
victims’ rights. 

As we work to combat crime and support victims, we must also ensure the 
fairness and effectiveness of our criminal justice system. All 50 States and 
the Federal Government have passed important legal protections for victims 
of violent crime, and more than half the States have amended their con-
stitutions to guarantee rights for victims. My Administration continues to 
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support the bipartisan Crime Victims’ Rights Amendment to the Constitu-
tion, which would safeguard basic rights for victims regarding their safety, 
notification of public proceedings involving the crime, and claims of res-
titution. 

Across our Nation, individuals and organizations—including faith-based 
and community groups—are dedicated to defending and securing the rights 
of crime victims and providing hope and healing to those who hurt. To-
gether, their commitment and compassion help ensure that our legal system 
stands up for the rights of victims and that our communities step forward 
to lend a hand to people in need. During this week, we honor their extraor-
dinary work and renew our pledge to protect the rights of crime victims. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 10 through April 16, 
2005, as National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. I encourage all Americans 
to highlight and advance the cause of victims’ rights in their communities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7878 of April 1, 2005 

National Child Abuse Prevention Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Our Nation has a responsibility to build a safe and nurturing society so that 
our young people can realize their full potential. During National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month, we renew our commitment to preventing child 
abuse and rededicate ourselves to working together to ensure that all chil-
dren can have a bright and hopeful future. 

Creating a protective environment for our young people requires the shared 
commitment of individuals, families, and faith-based and community orga-
nizations. Parents and family members are the first and most important in-
fluence in a child’s life. A safe and stable family can provide children with 
a foundation of love and security that encourages positive growth and de-
velopment. Federal, State, and local government officials can also improve 
the lives of our young people by doing all they can to keep children safe 
from harm. 

Together, we can protect our future generations so that they can realize the 
opportunities of our Nation. By providing help and hope to our young peo-
ple, we will build a better and more compassionate world for our children 
and grandchildren. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2005 as National Child 
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Abuse Prevention Month. I encourage all Americans to protect our children 
from abuse and neglect and to help ensure that every child can grow up 
in a secure and loving environment. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7879 of April 1, 2005 

National Donate Life Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America’s health care system is the best in the world. We are blessed with 
skilled doctors and medical professionals, advances in technology, and 
countless organ, tissue, and bone marrow donors who help save lives. Dur-
ing National Donate Life Month, we continue to work to raise donation 
awareness, help people get the information they need to become donors, 
and recognize those who have chosen to donate. 

Organ donors share the precious gift of life with others and demonstrate 
the compassionate spirit of our Nation. Most people are eligible to donate 
organs, tissue, or bone marrow. They can join the donor registry in their 
State, indicate donations on their driver’s license, or complete and carry a 
donor card. Through these measures, Americans help others in need to live 
longer and healthier lives. 

My Administration remains committed to increasing organ and tissue dona-
tion. Over the past 4 years, more than 10,500 organizations have joined the 
Department of Health and Human Services’ ‘‘Gift of Life Donation Initia-
tive’’ and made donation information available to their employees, associ-
ates, and members. My fiscal year 2006 budget proposal includes $23 mil-
lion for donation and transplant services at HHS and an additional $23 mil-
lion for the National Bone Marrow Donor Registry. These programs will 
help increase donation rates, treat patients in need, and strengthen efforts 
to find suitable bone marrow donors. 

During National Donate Life Month, I join our citizens in honoring donors 
and their families. The generosity of these individuals reflects the great 
character of our country and sets a fine example for all Americans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2005 as National Do-
nate Life Month. I urge health care professionals, volunteers, educators, 
government agencies, and private organizations to help raise awareness of 
the need for organ and tissue donors across our Nation. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7880 of April 1, 2005 

National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

From the time of our Nation’s founding, members of our military have built 
a tradition of honorable and faithful service. As they fought to protect our 
security and defend our ideals, some endured the extreme hardship of 
enemy captivity. On National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, we 
remember those courageous individuals taken prisoner while defending our 
country, and we honor their extraordinary sacrifices. 

America’s former prisoners of war are among our Nation’s bravest heroes. 
Under the worst conditions, they fought fiercely and served with honor, 
and they continue to inspire generations with their strength and persever-
ance. In serving our Nation, each demonstrated personal courage, love of 
country, and devotion to duty. Because of their sacrifices, and the selfless-
ness and heroism of all who have served in our Armed Forces, millions 
of people now live in freedom, and America remains the greatest force for 
good on Earth. On this day, we honor their role in protecting our country 
and the liberty of mankind. 

Today, our brave men and women in uniform carry on their legacy—unre-
lenting in battle, unwavering in loyalty, and unmatched in decency. As we 
pursue victory in the war on terror, I join all Americans in expressing our 
deepest gratitude to every service member who has been a prisoner of war 
and to their families. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 2005, as National 
Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. I call upon the people of the 
United States to join me in remembering former American prisoners of war 
by honoring their sacrifices. I also call upon Federal, State, and local gov-
ernment officials and private organizations to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7881 of April 2, 2005 

Honoring the Memory of Pope John Paul II 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a mark of respect for His Holiness Pope John Paul II, I hereby order, 
by the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States of America, that the flag of the United States shall be flown at half- 
staff at the White House and on all public buildings and grounds, at all 
military posts and naval stations, and on all naval vessels of the Federal 
Government in the District of Columbia and throughout the United States 
and its Territories and possessions until sunset on the day of his interment. 
I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same period 
at all United States embassies, legations, consular offices, and other facili-
ties abroad, including all military facilities and naval vessels and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7882 of April 5, 2005 

Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Leaders across the Americas understand that the hope for peace in our 
world depends on the unity of free nations. Each year, the people of the 
United States observe Pan American Day and Pan American Week to honor 
our shared commitment to freedom, prosperity, and security. We are work-
ing with our partners in the Western Hemisphere to advance our common 
interests and values so that we can build a brighter future for our citizens. 

The idea of regional solidarity and inter-American cooperation, first envi-
sioned in 1826 by Simon Bolivar, became a reality in 1890 when the First 
International Conference of American States concluded its meetings in 
Washington, D.C. There, President Benjamin Harrison praised the efforts of 
the countries in attendance for their desire to work together as American 
States. Through the years, these efforts, shared values, and mutual respect 
have strengthened this partnership. 

Across our hemisphere, social, economic, military, and political coopera-
tion are widespread. Last year, trade officials of five Central American na-
tions and the Dominican Republic signed the Central American-Dominican 
Republic Free Trade Agreement with the United States. I urge the Congress 
to ratify this agreement, which will eliminate tariffs and trade barriers and 
expand regional opportunities. 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 08:40 Apr 06, 2006 Jkt 208006 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\208006T.XXX 208006T



40 

Title 3—The President Proc. 7883 

My Administration remains committed to the Inter-American Democratic 
Charter to advance democracy and defend freedom across our region. Our 
Nation’s continued support of democratic institutions, constitutional proc-
esses, and basic liberties gives hope and strength to those struggling in our 
hemisphere and around the world to preserve the rule of law and their 
God-given rights. 

The democratic nations of the Western Hemisphere believe in the rights 
and dignity of every person, and we believe that liberty is worth defending. 
In the spirit of Pan American cooperation, we will continue to work to 
strengthen ties among our nations and further democracy, peace, and pros-
perity. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2005, as Pan Amer-
ican Day and April 10 through April 16, 2005, as Pan American Week. I 
urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Governor of the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, and the officials of other areas under the flag of the United 
States of America to honor these observances with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7883 of April 5, 2005 

National D.A.R.E. Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Across America, law enforcement officers, volunteers, parents, and teachers 
are helping to send the right message to our Nation’s youth about illegal 
drugs and violence through the Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) 
Program. On National D.A.R.E. Day, we express our gratitude for the impor-
tant work of these individuals and reaffirm our commitment to ensuring 
that every child has an opportunity for a bright and hopeful future. 

For over two decades, D.A.R.E. programs have taught our Nation’s young 
people about the dangers of drug use and encouraged them to lead produc-
tive, drug-free, and violence-free lives. Police officers and all those in-
volved in D.A.R.E. help save lives by opening the lines of communication 
between law enforcement and our young people to better enable them to 
make the right choices. In a culture in which bad influences and tempta-
tions are all too present, these soldiers in the armies of compassion are fos-
tering a culture of responsibility among young people. 

My Administration will continue to stand with families and communities 
to combat the dangers of drugs and violence. In my State of the Union Ad-
dress, I announced a new initiative called Helping America’s Youth to help 
ensure a successful future for young Americans. Led by First Lady Laura 
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Bush, this initiative is educating parents and communities on the impor-
tance of positive youth development and is supporting organizations, in-
cluding faith-based and community groups, who are helping young people 
to overcome the risks they face. We also support random student drug test-
ing as a prevention tool, and we are helping educate young people about 
the dangers of illicit drug use through the National Youth Anti-Drug Media 
Campaign and Drug-Free Communities Program. 

The decisions our children make today will affect their health and char-
acter for the rest of their lives. By giving them the tools they need to make 
the right choices, D.A.R.E. programs help prepare our Nation’s young peo-
ple for the promising future our Nation holds for each of them. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2005, as National 
D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon Americans, particularly our youth, to help fight 
drug use in our communities, and I urge our citizens to show their appre-
ciation for the law enforcement officials, volunteers, teachers, health care 
professionals, and all those who dedicate themselves to helping our chil-
dren avoid drugs and violence. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7884 of April 5, 2005 

Cancer Control Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

We are making great gains in the fight against cancer. Advances in preven-
tion, early detection, and treatment are reducing cancer rates and increas-
ing the likelihood of survival. Despite this progress, cancer remains the sec-
ond leading cause of death in America. During Cancer Control Month, we 
continue to work to learn more about cancer prevention and detection, pro-
mote efforts to find better treatments and a cure, and support cancer pa-
tients, survivors, and their families. 

A healthy lifestyle can lower the risk of developing certain types of cancer. 
This year, the Department of Health and Human Services released new Die-
tary Guidelines for Americans 2005, which emphasize reducing caloric in-
take, eating healthy foods, and increasing physical activity. I encourage all 
Americans to follow these guidelines, to use sunscreen and limit exposure 
to the sun, and to avoid tobacco and alcohol abuse. I also urge citizens to 
talk with their doctors about their cancer risk and to get regular check-ups 
and preventive screenings. Detecting cancer early increases survival rates 
and saves lives. 

There are nearly 9.8 million cancer survivors in the United States today be-
cause of advances in health care. Aggressive funding will lead scientists to 
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earlier diagnoses and improved treatments for lung, colorectal, and other 
cancers. My Administration proposed more than $5.6 billion for cancer pre-
vention, treatment, and research through the National Institutes of Health 
in my fiscal year 2006 budget. These funds will help scientists learn more 
about this devastating disease and offer new hope for countless Americans 
and their families. 

As we observe this month, we honor cancer survivors for their inspiring 
examples of courage, steadfast strength, and willingness to share their sto-
ries and experiences with others. We recognize the families, friends, and 
loved ones who support and encourage those living with cancer. And we 
remain grateful to our scientists and medical professionals, who make 
America’s health care system the best in the world. Together, we can help 
all our citizens live healthier, longer lives. 

In 1938, the Congress of the United States passed a joint resolution (52 
Stat. 148; 36 U.S.C. 103) as amended, requesting the President to issue an 
annual proclamation declaring April as ‘‘Cancer Control Month.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim April 2005 as Cancer Control Month. I en-
courage citizens, government agencies, private businesses, nonprofit organi-
zations, and other interested groups to join in activities that raise aware-
ness about how all Americans can prevent and control cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7885 of April 14, 2005 

National Volunteer Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The great strength of our Nation is found in the hearts and souls of the 
American people. During National Volunteer Week, we recognize the mil-
lions of individuals who touch our lives as soldiers in America’s armies 
of compassion. Our Nation’s volunteers inspire us with their dedication, 
commitment, and efforts to build a more hopeful country for our citizens. 

Americans take pride in the example of citizens who give their time and 
energy to care for the most vulnerable among us. In the past year, millions 
of volunteers have mentored children, provided shelter for the homeless, 
prepared for and responded to disasters, cared for the sick and elderly, fed 
the hungry, and performed other acts of kindness and community service. 
These selfless deeds have contributed to a culture of compassion and 
taught young people the importance of giving back to their communities. 

My Administration is encouraging volunteer service through the USA Free-
dom Corps, and we have seen tremendous growth in the number of volun-
teers. Last year, over 64 million Americans offered their time as volunteers, 
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an increase of nearly 5 million people since 2002. In the aftermath of the 
Indian Ocean tsunami, the world witnessed the compassion of our Nation 
as millions of our citizens donated generously to help the many people af-
fected by the disaster. By participating in public service programs such as 
the Peace Corps, Senior Corps, AmeriCorps, and grassroots efforts such as 
Citizen Corps, our citizens are helping others. My Administration also sup-
ports faith-based and community groups whose volunteers bring hope and 
healing to those in need. 

During National Volunteer Week, we thank those who volunteer to serve 
a cause greater than self, and I commend the more than 200,000 Americans 
who have earned the Volunteer Service Award from my Council on Service 
and Civic Participation. I urge all those who wish to get involved to visit 
the USA Freedom Corps website at www.usafreedomcorps.gov. By giving 
back to our communities, we can change America for the better one heart 
and one soul at a time. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 17 through April 23, 
2005, as National Volunteer Week. I call upon all Americans to recognize 
and celebrate the important work that volunteers do every day across our 
country. I also encourage citizens to explore ways to help their neighbors 
and become involved in their communities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7886 of April 14, 2005 

Small Business Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America’s economy is the most prosperous in the world, and the small 
business sector is one of its great strengths. During Small Business Week, 
we honor small business owners and workers, and we reaffirm our commit-
ment to keeping America the best place in the world to do business. 

Our economy is strong and growing stronger. More Americans are working 
today than ever before. The unemployment rate is lower than the average 
rate of the 1970’s, 1980’s, and 1990’s. Homeownership is at a record high. 
Family incomes are rising. Small businesses are at the heart of this growth, 
creating most new private-sector jobs in our economy and helping our citi-
zens succeed. 

My Administration is committed to keeping small businesses vibrant and 
strong. We provided tax relief and streamlined tax reporting requirements 
for small businesses. We are working to reduce the burden of unnecessary 
regulation and excessive litigation. We are working to make health care 
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more available and affordable. We are opening up markets for U.S. prod-
ucts through free trade agreements and by enforcing existing trade laws. 
And we have promoted a culture of ownership so that more people can 
own their own homes and start their own businesses. 

As small business owners and employees add to the vitality of our econ-
omy, they also inspire others to realize the full promise of our Nation. I 
join all Americans in celebrating the entrepreneurial spirit and hard work 
of our small business owners and employees. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 24 through April 30, 
2005, as Small Business Week. I call upon all the people of the United 
States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and 
programs that celebrate the achievements of small business owners and 
their employees and encourage and foster the development of new small 
businesses. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7887 of April 15, 2005 

National Park Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America’s system of national parks is dedicated to protecting our resources 
and preserving our cultural and natural treasures. During National Park 
Week, we celebrate these places and those who work to support and main-
tain them. This year’s National Park Week theme, ‘‘National Parks: Amer-
ica’s Gift to the World,’’ reminds us that our country’s parks serve as trib-
utes to our Nation’s history that are enjoyed by visitors from around the 
globe. 

My Administration is dedicated to ensuring that our national parks remain 
a source of pride for our citizens, and we are expanding our ability to pro-
tect America’s historical and natural wonders. By insisting upon manage-
ment excellence, the National Park Service is ensuring that the most vital 
maintenance and conservation needs of our parks are met and that re-
sources are spent where they are needed the most. 

As we observe National Park Week, we recognize the vital contributions of 
National Park Service employees and volunteers. These dedicated men and 
women manage nearly 400 areas, covering more than 84 million acres in 
49 states. Together with the 140,000 volunteers who donated over 5 million 
hours to these sites last year, National Park Service employees ensure that 
our National Parks are safe and enjoyable places where visitors can experi-
ence America. 
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America’s national parks reflect our commitment to protect the land that 
God has entrusted to our care and to mark the milestones that have made 
us a better Nation. In being good stewards of these treasures, we maintain 
the legacy of our country for future generations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 18 through April 24, 
2005, as National Park Week. I call upon the people of the United States 
to join me in recognizing the importance of our national parks and to learn 
more about these places of beauty, their cultural and historical significance, 
and the many ways citizens can volunteer to protect and conserve these 
precious national resources. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7888 of April 19, 2005 

Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As we enjoy the great freedoms of our country, we are mindful of our obli-
gation to pass on to our children the values that sustain our liberty and 
our democracy. On Education and Sharing Day, we reaffirm our commit-
ment to teach young people the lessons they need to preserve and strength-
en our Nation, and to reach as far as their vision and character can take 
them. 

Education and Sharing Day honors the memory of Rabbi Menachem Men-
del Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, who established education and out-
reach centers that offer social services and humanitarian aid around the 
world. Commemorating his life and legacy teaches the next generation that 
a single life of conscience and purpose can touch and lift up many lives. 
By helping to heal a broken heart, surrounding a friend with love, feeding 
the hungry, or providing shelter for the homeless, we can change America 
for the better, one heart, one soul, and one conscience at a time. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 20, 2005, as Education 
and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon all our citizens to dedicate their time 
and talents to help our rising generation grow into caring and responsible 
adults. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7889 of April 20, 2005 

National Physical Fitness and Sports Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Physical fitness is vital to a healthy lifestyle. During National Physical Fit-
ness and Sports Month, we highlight the importance of integrating exercise 
into our daily routines and encourage all our citizens to live more active 
lives. 

Physical fitness benefits both the body and the mind. Regular exercise, 
along with healthy eating habits, helps prevent serious health problems, 
improves productivity, and promotes better sleep and relaxation. Maintain-
ing an active lifestyle reduces the risk of chronic diseases such as obesity, 
diabetes, asthma, heart disease, and certain cancers. Americans can im-
prove their health and well-being by dedicating a small part of each day 
to physical activity. 

As children grow, athletic activities teach them important life lessons and 
help prepare them for the opportunities ahead. Sports are a way for young 
Americans to meet new friends, discover the value of teamwork, discipline, 
and patience, and learn to win and lose with respect for others. From base-
ball to mountain biking to swimming, sports and physical activities can be 
a great chance to get outdoors and enjoy memorable experiences with fam-
ily and friends. 

Through the President’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports, my Ad-
ministration is promoting the incorporation of physical activity into daily 
life and the importance of a healthy lifestyle. The Council’s website, 
www.fitness.gov, provides information on steps individuals can take to live 
better and more productive lives. Programs like ‘‘The President’s Chal-
lenge’’ help individuals set fitness goals and work hard to achieve them. 

I urge all Americans to set aside time to improve their health through phys-
ical fitness and sports, and I encourage individuals to help motivate their 
family and friends to get out and exercise. By contributing to a culture of 
health and well-being in America, citizens help demonstrate the strength 
and character of our great country. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2005 as National Phys-
ical Fitness and Sports Month. I call upon the people of the United States 
to make daily physical activity a priority in their lives and to recognize the 
numerous benefits of an active lifestyle. I also call on all Americans to cele-
brate this month with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7890 of April 28, 2005 

National Charter Schools Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Strong schools are the building blocks of a prosperous and hopeful country. 
To ensure that all our children receive the education they need to succeed, 
schools must be innovative, accountable, and committed to student 
achievement. The charter school movement was founded on these prin-
ciples and has played an important role in expanding educational choices 
in America. This week, we highlight the importance of charter schools and 
recognize their contributions to American education. 

Charter schools are unique because they are public schools operating under 
a contract from a public agency. In exchange for increased flexibility in 
teaching methods and curricula, these schools promise to meet strict ac-
countability standards designed to improve student performance. Four hun-
dred new charter schools opened in 32 states for the 2004–2005 school 
year, and there are nearly 3,400 charter schools serving almost one million 
children in America. These institutions have provided a valuable alter-
native to families throughout the country. 

My Administration is committed to advancing public education in Amer-
ica. The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 is bringing increased account-
ability to our schools. Test scores are rising, and the achievement gap for 
minority students is closing. Our continued strong commitment to this leg-
islation is ensuring that parents have greater flexibility when deciding on 
how best to educate their children. To support and enhance school choice, 
I have proposed $219 million for Charter School Grants and $37 million 
for Credit Enhancement for Charter School Facilities. I have also called for 
$50 million in new funding for the Choice Incentive Fund to support de-
velopment of innovative school-choice programs. 

We must continue to demand better results from our schools so that every 
high school diploma represents a significant level of educational achieve-
ment and all graduates are armed with the tools to succeed in the 21st Cen-
tury. I commend the teachers and administrators of charter schools and all 
educators who are providing innovative alternatives that prepare our chil-
dren for a bright and successful future. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 1 through 7, 2005, as 
National Charter Schools Week. I call on parents of charter school students 
and all those involved with charter schools to share their success stories 
and help Americans learn more about the important work of these institu-
tions. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty- 
ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7891 of April 29, 2005 

Law Day, U.S.A., 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The American legal system helps preserve our constitutional principles and 
ensures justice for all our citizens. As we celebrate Law Day, we recognize 
our Nation’s commitment to the rule of law and the rights and privileges 
that all Americans share. 

President Eisenhower established Law Day in 1958 to pay tribute to our 
heritage of liberty, justice, and equality under the law. Each year on Law 
Day, we recognize our Nation’s commitment to a fair legal system and to 
protecting the rights and freedoms we cherish. 

The theme of this year’s Law Day, ‘‘The American Jury: We the People in 
Action,’’ recognizes the imperative of self-government and the necessity of 
individuals’ participation in the judicial process. By taking time away from 
their day-to-day responsibilities to serve on juries, Americans demonstrate 
their commitment to good citizenship and their willingness to uphold the 
laws of our Nation. 

Since our founding, the jury has been a fundamental institution in Amer-
ican law and a pillar of our democracy. As we celebrate Law Day this year, 
we honor the continued role of the jury as a foundation of our legal system, 
and express our appreciation to all Americans who serve on juries. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, in accordance with Public Law 87–20, as amended, do hereby 
proclaim May 1, 2005, as Law Day, U.S.A. I also encourage Americans to 
observe May 1 through May 7, 2005, as National Juror Appreciation Week. 
I call upon the people of the United States to acknowledge the importance 
of our Nation’s legal and judicial systems with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities, and to display the flag of the United States in support of this na-
tional observance. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty- 
ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7892 of April 29, 2005 

Loyalty Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Generations of men and women have sacrificed to defend the basic prin-
ciples of liberty upon which our Nation was founded. This spirit of selfless 
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service helps keep America strong and free. On Loyalty Day, we join to-
gether to celebrate this bond that makes our country great. 

For more than two centuries, our military has given us examples of courage 
and patriotism that make every American proud. Today, more than a mil-
lion Americans are stationed around the world, taking great risks and mak-
ing personal sacrifices to secure the blessings of liberty for our country and 
to spread peace and freedom. These brave men and women are unrelenting 
in battle and unwavering in loyalty. Their service exemplifies our Nation’s 
ideals, and they have our gratitude and support. 

Volunteer service is also a proud American value. Our Nation relies on 
compassionate souls who look after their neighbors and surround the lost 
with love. Through good works, we can extend the promise of our country 
into every home and neighborhood. This year, I announced a new initia-
tive, Helping America’s Youth, led by First Lady Laura Bush, to help young 
people overcome the challenges they may face and emphasize the impor-
tance of loving, caring adults in every child’s life. By educating and pre-
paring today’s young people to be the leaders of tomorrow, we strengthen 
our country and pass on the liberties we cherish to rising generations. 

The Congress, by Public Law 85–529, as amended, has designated May 1 
of each year as ‘‘Loyalty Day.’’ On Loyalty Day, we honor our great Nation 
and the people who help keep it safe and strong. I ask all Americans to 
join me in this day of celebration and in reaffirming our allegiance to our 
Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2005, as Loyalty Day. I call upon 
all the people of the United States to join in support of this national ob-
servance, and to display the flag of the United States on Loyalty Day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty- 
ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7893 of May 3, 2005 

National Observance of the 60th Anniversary of the End of 
World War II, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Sixty years ago, the flags of freedom unfurled across Europe and Asia as 
victorious American and Allied troops brought World War II to an end. 
Freedom prevailed when millions were liberated from oppression and tyr-
anny was replaced by democracy. 

The years of World War II were a hard, heroic, and gallant time in the life 
of our country. When it mattered most, a generation of Americans showed 
the finest qualities of our Nation and of humanity. More than 16 million 
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Americans served during World War II, putting on the uniform of the Sol-
dier, the Sailor, the Airman, the Marine, the Coast Guardsman, or the Mer-
chant Mariner. They were the sons and daughters of a peaceful country, 
who gave the best years of their lives to the greatest mission our country 
ever accepted. They earned 464 Medals of Honor, and over 400,000 made 
the ultimate sacrifice for freedom. Millions more supported the war effort 
at home—caring for the injured and working in factories to provide sup-
plies to those fighting in distant places like Midway, Normandy, Iwo Jima, 
and Bastogne. 

As the war drew to a close, Americans remained united in support of the 
vital cause of restoring the liberty of mankind. When the end of the war 
in Europe was announced on May 8, 1945, hundreds of people rushed to 
the White House to celebrate the triumph of freedom. President Harry Tru-
man addressed the American people from the White House and said, ‘‘For 
this victory, we join in offering our thanks to the Providence which has 
guided and sustained us through the dark days of adversity.’’ In the fol-
lowing months, the war in the Pacific was won and a grateful Nation began 
welcoming home liberty’s heroes. Many who had left America’s farms and 
cities as young men and women returned as seasoned veterans ready to fin-
ish their education, start families, and assume leadership roles in their 
communities. 

Today, as we wage the war on terror and work to extend peace and free-
dom around the world, our service men and women follow in the footsteps 
of our World War II veterans by upholding the noble tradition of duty, 
honor, and love of country. Like generations before them, America’s Armed 
Forces are among the world’s greatest forces for good, answering today’s 
dangers and challenges with firm resolve. Their vital mission will help se-
cure our Nation in a new century, and all Americans are grateful for their 
courage, devotion to duty, and sacrifice. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7894 of May 3, 2005 

Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Millions of Americans proudly trace their ancestry to the many nations that 
make up Asia and the Pacific islands. For generations, Americans of Asian/ 
Pacific heritage have strengthened our Nation through their achievements 
in all walks of life, including business, politics, education, community 
service, the arts, and science. 

This month we honor Asian/Pacific Americans for their contributions to 
our Nation’s growth and development and to the spread of freedom around 
the world. This year’s theme, ‘‘Liberty and Freedom for All,’’ honors the 
sacrifices of Asian/Pacific Americans in the defense of freedom and democ-
racy. We remember the bravery of soldiers of Asian/Pacific descent who 
have served in our military. These proud patriots stepped forward and 
fought for the security of our country and the peace of the world, and they 
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will always hold a cherished place in our history. As we confront the chal-
lenges of the 21st century and fight the war on terror, Americans of Asian/ 
Pacific descent continue to serve in the Armed Forces and are working to 
secure our homeland and promote peace and liberty around the world. 
Their dedication and patriotism uphold the highest ideals of our country. 

To honor the achievements and contributions of Asian/Pacific Americans, 
the Congress by Public Law 102–450 as amended, has designated the 
month of May each year as ‘‘Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 2005 as Asian/Pacific American Herit-
age Month. I call upon the people of the United States to learn more about 
the history of Asian/Pacific Americans and their many contributions to our 
Nation and to observe this month with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7895 of May 3, 2005 

Older Americans Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Older Americans teach us the timeless lessons of courage, sacrifice, and 
love. By sharing their wisdom and experience, they serve as role models 
for future generations. During Older Americans Month, we pay tribute to 
our senior citizens and their contributions to our Nation. 

Our seniors deserve our greatest respect. Their example shows us how to 
persevere in the face of hardship, care for others in need, and take pride 
in our communities. Their patriotism, service, and leadership inspire 
Americans and shape the character and future of our country. 

Millions of Americans are now living longer, more productive lives, and 
many are choosing to stay active in the workforce. Senior citizens are also 
giving their time and talents by volun teering in many ways—from men-
toring youth and participating in environmental stewardship projects to 
serving the homeless and assisting in emergency preparedness. More than 
500,000 senior citizens volunteer through Senior Corps, a network of pro-
grams that enables older Americans to meet the needs and challenges of 
their communities. Through the USA Freedom Corps and Senior Corps, 
older Americans are dedicating their time and energy to strengthening our 
Nation and serving a cause greater than themselves. 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the Older Americans Act of 1965, 
which was created to improve the welfare of our seniors. By treating older 
Americans with the dignity and respect they deserve, we honor their legacy 
and contributions to our Nation. Their guidance and love enrich our coun-
try and make America a better place for all. 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 08:40 Apr 06, 2006 Jkt 208006 PO 00000 Frm 00051 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\208006T.XXX 208006T



52 

Title 3—The President Proc. 7896 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2005 as Older Ameri-
cans Month. I commend our senior citizens for their many contributions to 
our society. I also commend the network of Federal, State, local, and tribal 
organizations, service and health care providers, caregivers, and dedicated 
volunteers who work on behalf of our senior citizens. I encourage all Amer-
icans to honor their elders, to care for those in need, and to publicly reaf-
firm our Nation’s commitment to older Americans this month and through-
out the year. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7896 of May 3, 2005 

National Day of Prayer, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Since our Nation’s earliest days, prayer has given strength and comfort to 
Americans of all faiths. Our Founding Fathers relied on their faith to guide 
them as they built our democracy. Today, we continue to be inspired by 
God’s blessings, mercy, and boundless love. As we observe this National 
Day of Prayer, we humbly acknowledge our reliance on the Almighty, ex-
press our gratitude for His blessings, and seek His guidance in our daily 
lives. 

Throughout our history, our Nation has turned to prayer for strength and 
guidance in times of challenge and uncertainty. The Continental Congress, 
meeting in 1775, asked the colonies to pray for wisdom in forming a new 
Nation. Throughout the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln issued ex-
hortations to prayer, calling upon the American people to humble them-
selves before their Maker and to serve all those in need. At the height of 
World War II, President Franklin Roosevelt led our citizens in prayer over 
the radio, asking for God to protect our sons in battle. Today, our Nation 
prays for those who serve bravely in the United States Armed Forces in dif-
ficult missions around the world, and we pray for their families. 

Across our country, Americans turn daily to God in reverence. We ask Him 
to care for all those who suffer or feel helpless, knowing that God sees their 
needs and calls on us to meet them. As our first President wrote in 1790, 
‘‘May the father of all mercies scatter light and not darkness in our paths 
. . .’’. As we face the challenges of our times, God’s purpose continues to 
guide us, and we continue to trust in the goodness of His plans. 

The Congress by Public Law 100–307, as amended, has called on our citi-
zens to reaffirm the role of prayer in our society and to honor the freedom 
of religion by recognizing annually a ‘‘National Day of Prayer.’’ 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 5, 2005, as a National Day of Prayer. 
I ask the citizens of our Nation to give thanks, each according to his or her 
own faith, for the liberty and blessings we have received and for God’s con-
tinued guidance and protection. I also urge all Americans to join in observ-
ing this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7897 of May 5, 2005 

Mother’s Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On Mother’s Day, we pay tribute to the extraordinary women whose guid-
ance and unconditional love shape our lives and our future. Motherhood 
often allows little time for rest. As President Theodore Roosevelt said of 
the American mother in 1905, ‘‘Upon her time and strength, demands are 
made not only every hour of the day but often every hour of the night.’’ 
President Roosevelt’s words ring as true today as they did 100 years ago. 

The hard, perpetual work of motherhood shows us that a single soul can 
make a difference in a young person’s future. As sources of hope, stability, 
and love, mothers teach young people to honor the values that sustain a 
free society. By raising children to be responsible citizens, mothers serve 
a cause larger than themselves and strengthen communities across our great 
Nation. 

Mothers are tireless advocates for children. In our schools, mothers help to 
ensure that every child reaches his or her full potential. In our commu-
nities, they set an example by reaching out to those who are lost and offer-
ing love to those who hurt. A mother’s caring presence helps children to 
resist peer pressure, focus on making the right choices, and realize their 
promise and potential. 

In an hour of testing, one person can show the compassion and character 
of a whole country. In supporting their sons and daughters as they grow 
and learn, mothers bring care and hope into others’ lives and make our Na-
tion a more just, compassionate, and loving place. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914, as amended (38 
Stat. 770), has designated the second Sunday in May each year as ‘‘Moth-
er’s Day’’ and has requested the President to call for its appropriate observ-
ance. It is my honor to do so. May God bless mothers across our great land 
on this special day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 8, 2005, as Mother’s Day. I encourage 
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all Americans to express their love, appreciation, and admiration to moth-
ers for making a difference in the lives of their children, families, and com-
munities. I also call upon citizens to observe this day with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7898 of May 5, 2005 

Jewish Heritage Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

During Jewish Heritage Week, we celebrate and honor Jewish Americans for 
their contributions to this country and for helping to shape our national 
character. 

The story of the Jewish people reflects the triumph of faith, the importance 
of family, and the power of hope. Through inspiring stories of personal sac-
rifice and survival, the Jewish people have demonstrated unyielding trust 
in a loving God and enduring faith in human freedom. 

America is stronger and more hopeful because of the industry, talent, and 
imagination of Jewish Americans from around the world. Their commit-
ment to excellence in science, public service, law, athletics, literature, and 
countless other fields has enriched our Nation and enhanced our culture. 
Through strong ties to family and community, Jewish Americans reflect a 
compassionate spirit and set a positive example for others. 

We are also grateful for their legacy of selfless service to our country. As 
our troops defend liberty and justice abroad, we recognize Jewish Ameri-
cans who have answered the call to help keep our Nation secure and build 
a more peaceful world. Their personal courage, love of country, and devo-
tion to duty are helping to bring freedom and hope to millions who had 
previously lived under tyranny. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 8 through May 15, 2005, 
as Jewish Heritage Week. I urge all Americans to celebrate the contributions 
of Jewish Americans to our Nation and observe this week with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7899 of May 10, 2005 

National Hurricane Preparedness Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Each year from June through November, Americans living on the Eastern 
seaboard and along the Gulf of Mexico face an increased threat of hurri-
canes. These powerful storms can create severe flooding, cause power out-
ages, and damage homes and businesses with their high winds, tornadoes, 
storm surges, and heavy rainfall. The effects of these storms can be dev-
astating to families and cause lasting economic distress. During National 
Hurricane Preparedness Week, we call attention to the importance of plan-
ning ahead and securing our homes and property in advance of storms. 

Last year, six hurricanes and three tropical storms hit the United States, 
causing the loss of dozens of lives and billions of dollars in damage. Across 
the United States, Americans responded to these natural disasters with ex-
traordinary strength, compassion, and generosity. Many volunteers donated 
their time and talents to help with the cleanup, recovery, and rebuilding 
of communities devastated by the hurricanes and tropical storms. 

To prepare for the 2005 hurricane season, I urge all our citizens to become 
aware of the dangers of hurricanes and tropical storms and to learn how 
to minimize their destructive effects. Our Nation’s weather researchers and 
forecasters continue to improve the accuracy of hurricane warnings, ena-
bling residents and visitors to prepare for storms. By working together, Fed-
eral, State, and local agencies, first responders, the news media, and private 
citizens can help save lives and diminish the damage caused by these nat-
ural disasters. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 15 through May 21, 
2005, as National Hurricane Preparedness Week. I call upon government 
agencies, private organizations, schools, and the news media to share infor-
mation about hurricane preparedness and response to help save lives and 
prevent property damage. I also call upon Americans living in hurricane- 
prone areas of our Nation to use this opportunity to learn more about pro-
tecting themselves against the effects of hurricanes and tropical storms. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7900 of May 12, 2005 

World Trade Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Free and fair trade creates jobs, raises living standards, and lowers prices 
for families throughout America. It also strengthens our relationships with 
other countries, helping us to forge new partnerships based on a commit-
ment to generate new prosperity and a better way of life for people in 
America and throughout the world. This year, as we mark the tenth anni-
versary of the World Trade Organization, World Trade Week provides an 
opportunity to recognize the many benefits of free and fair trade in 
strengthening economies and improving lives. 

Because 95 percent of the world’s population resides outside of our bor-
ders, trade creates opportunities for American farmers, small businesses, 
and manufacturers to sell their products to consumers across the world. 
Trade also raises up the world’s poor, bringing hope to those in despair. 

Millions of American jobs depend on exports, and my Administration is 
committed to opening markets around the world for American products. 
Since 2001, we have completed free trade agreements with 12 nations, rep-
resenting a combined market of 124 million consumers for American prod-
ucts, goods, and services. These agreements will create millions of new 
consumers for America’s farmers, manufacturers, and small business own-
ers, and deepen our friendships with countries in other parts of the world. 

As we open up new markets to trade, we must always ensure that Amer-
ican workers are treated fairly. Our workers can compete with anyone, any-
where, so long as the rules are fair. My Administration will continue to en-
force trade agreements and insist upon a level playing field for America’s 
workers. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 15 through May 21, 
2005, as World Trade Week. I encourage all Americans to observe this 
week with events, trade shows, and educational programs that celebrate the 
benefits of trade to our Nation and the global economy. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7901 of May 13, 2005 

Peace Officers Memorial Day and Police Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Across our Nation, the courageous men and women who protect our com-
munities wear the uniform and badge with pride as they safeguard our fam-
ilies, homes, and communities. On Peace Officers Memorial Day and Police 
Week, we honor the memory of those heroes who have fallen in the line 
of duty and recognize all those who put themselves at risk in the fight 
against crime, violence, and terrorism. 

More than 800,000 men and women serve as officers of the law in the 
United States. They serve in varying capacities, including as U.S. Marshals, 
county sheriffs, deputies, State patrolmen, municipal police, and Federal 
agents. They share the fundamental qualities of discipline, integrity, and 
courage. Since our Nation’s founding, peace officers have upheld the rule 
of law and defended the innocent, and we are grateful to them and their 
families for all they do to strengthen our communities. 

On Peace Officers Memorial Day, we pause to remember those who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice. These brave men and women accepted the re-
sponsibilities of a noble calling and were willing to face danger for our 
safety. By having their names engraved into the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial in Washington, D.C., and praying for their families, we 
honor the memory of these fallen heroes and show the respect of a grateful 
Nation. 

During Police Week and throughout the year, I urge all Americans to sup-
port law enforcement officers in the fight against crime. Every citizen can 
assist his or her local police force to help make our communities safer. 
Successful Citizen Corps programs like Neighborhood Watch and Volun-
teers in Police Service are making a difference in the lives of others, one 
heart and one neighborhood at a time. Information about these and other 
volunteer programs can be obtained by visiting the Citizen Corps website 
at citizencorps.gov. By working together, we can continue to build a safer 
America. 

By a joint resolution approved October 1, 1962, as amended, (76 Stat. 676), 
the Congress has authorized and requested the President to designate May 
15 of each year as ‘‘Peace Officers Memorial Day’’ and the week in which 
it falls as ‘‘Police Week,’’ and by Public Law 103–322, as amended, (36 
U.S.C. 136), has directed that the flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 15, 2005, as Peace Officers Memorial 
Day and May 15 through May 21, 2005, as Police Week. I call on all Ameri-
cans to observe these events with appropriate ceremonies and activities. I 
also call on Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, as well as appropriate officials of all units of government, to direct 
that the flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day. I further 
encourage all Americans to display the flag at half-staff from their homes 
and businesses on that day. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7902 of May 13, 2005 

National Defense Transportation Day and National 
Transportation Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

We rely on the men and women of our transportation industry to ensure 
efficient, secure, and reliable travel for our citizens and to keep our econ-
omy growing. On National Defense Transportation Day and during National 
Transportation Week, we recognize those who maintain and support our 
transportation system. 

Our transportation system is vital to our national security. It is used to de-
ploy troops around the world and to deliver crucial equipment and sup-
plies in the field. Each day Americans also rely on our transportation sys-
tem to reach their travel destinations and to transport billions of tons of 
freight across our country. My Administration has taken important steps to 
protect our Nation’s bridges, tunnels, highways, waterways, rail lines, pipe-
lines, and airports to help keep our citizens safe and our economy running 
smoothly. 

Transportation professionals keep our country moving and support our citi-
zens as they conduct business, tour our great Nation, and reunite with fam-
ily and friends. The strong work ethic and professionalism of transportation 
employees help increase efficiency and production across our Nation and 
advance American prosperity. Their efforts reflect the values that make our 
country strong and help ensure that our transportation infrastructure will 
continue to benefit Americans for generations to come. 

To recognize the men and women who work in the transportation industry 
and who contribute to our Nation’s well-being and defense, the Congress, 
by joint resolution approved May 16, 1957, as amended (36 U.S.C. 120), 
has designated the third Friday in May each year as ‘‘National Defense 
Transportation Day,’’ and, by joint resolution approved May 14, 1962, as 
amended (36 U.S.C. 133), declared that the week during which that Friday 
falls be designated as ‘‘National Transportation Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim Friday, May 20, 2005, as National Defense 
Transportation Day and May 15 through May 21, 2005, as National Trans-
portation Week. I encourage all Americans to learn how our modern trans-
portation system contributes to the security of our citizens and the pros-
perity of our country and to celebrate these observances with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7903 of May 19, 2005 

National Safe Boating Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Recreational boating has grown into one of our Nation’s most popular pas-
times, and as the summer approaches, millions of Americans will enjoy our 
country’s beautiful waters. During National Safe Boating Week, we high-
light our Nation’s commitment to making recreational boating safer. 

The number of boating fatalities has decreased over the last decade. By pro-
moting the use of appropriate safety measures, we can save more lives and 
further reduce the number of injuries caused by boating accidents. The U.S. 
Coast Guard and others recommend four guidelines for safe boating: wear 
properly fitted life jackets; get vessels checked for safety; never boat under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs; and get proper training about the safe op-
eration of boats. By adhering to these simple suggestions, boaters can keep 
themselves and others safe as they enjoy our Nation’s waterways. 

In recognition of the importance of safe boating practices, the Congress, by 
joint resolution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 131), as amended, has au-
thorized and requested the President to proclaim annually the 7-day period 
prior to Memorial Day weekend as ‘‘National Safe Boating Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 21 through May 27, 2005, as National 
Safe Boating Week. I encourage the Governors of the 50 States and the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and officials of other areas subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States, to join in observing this week. I also urge 
all Americans to learn more about safe boating practices, wear life jackets, 
take advantage of boating safety programs throughout the year, and always 
engage in proper and responsible conduct while on the water. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7904 of May 19, 2005 

National Maritime Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America’s merchant mariners make our Nation more secure and our econ-
omy stronger. Throughout our history, they have promoted commerce and 
protected our freedom. On National Maritime Day, we honor the dedicated 
service of the United States Merchant Marine. 

Each year, the men and women of the U.S. maritime transportation system 
move more than 2 billion tons of cargo along our waterways and across the 
open seas. Many of the raw materials Americans purchase are transported 
by merchant vessels, and merchant mariners ship agricultural products and 
finished goods in and out of the United States every day. 

Merchant mariners have also served in every conflict in our Nation’s his-
tory. The U.S. Merchant Marine helps provide our Nation’s Armed Forces 
with crucial supplies and equipment. These brave men and women dem-
onstrate courage, love of country, and devotion to duty, and we especially 
honor those who have made the ultimate sacrifice in defense of our Nation. 
The United States is safer and the world is more peaceful because of the 
work of our merchant mariners, and we are grateful for their service. 

In recognition of the importance of the U.S. Merchant Marine, the Con-
gress, by joint resolution approved on May 20, 1933, as amended, has des-
ignated May 22 of each year as ‘‘National Maritime Day,’’ and has author-
ized and requested that the President issue an annual proclamation calling 
for its appropriate observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 22, 2005, as National Maritime Day. 
I call upon the people of the United States to celebrate this observance and 
to display the flag of the United States at their homes and in their commu-
nities. I also request that all ships sailing under the American flag dress 
ship on that day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7905 of May 20, 2005 

Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On Memorial Day, we honor the men and women in uniform who have 
given their lives in service to our Nation. When the stakes were highest, 
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our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen answered the 
call of duty and made the ultimate sacrifice for the security of our country 
and the peace of the world. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, members of the Armed Forces have taken 
great risks to keep America strong and free. These proud patriots have de-
fended the innocent, freed the oppressed, and helped spread the promise 
of liberty to all corners of the earth. In serving our Nation, they have been 
unrelenting in battle, unwavering in loyalty, and unmatched in decency. 
Because of their selfless courage, millions of people who once lived under 
tyranny now are free, and America is more secure. 

On Memorial Day, we remember that this history of great achievement has 
been accompanied by great sacrifice. To secure our freedom, many heroic 
service members have given their lives. This year we mark the 60th anni-
versary of the end of World War II, and we remember the Americans who 
died on distant shores defending our Nation in that war. On Memorial Day 
and all year long, we pray for the families of the fallen and show our re-
spect for the contributions these men and women have made to the story 
of freedom. Our grateful Nation honors their selfless service, and we ac-
knowledge a debt that is beyond our power to repay. 

In respect for their devotion to America, the Congress, by a joint resolution 
approved on May 11, 1950, as amended (64 Stat. 158), has requested the 
President to issue a proclamation calling on the people of the United States 
to observe each Memorial Day as a day of prayer for permanent peace and 
designating a period on that day when the people of the United States 
might unite in prayer. The Congress, by Public Law 106–579, has also des-
ignated the minute beginning at 3:00 p.m. local time on that day as a time 
for all Americans to observe the National Moment of Remembrance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 30, 2005, as a day of 
prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in each lo-
cality at 11:00 a.m. of that day as a time to unite in prayer. I also ask all 
Americans to observe the National Moment of Remembrance beginning at 
3:00 p.m. local time on Memorial Day. I urge the media to participate in 
these observances. 

I also request the Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units of government, to 
direct that the flag be flown at half-staff until noon on this Memorial Day 
on all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels throughout the United States, 
and in all areas under its jurisdiction and control. I also request the people 
of the United States to display the flag at half-staff from their homes for 
the customary forenoon period. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7906 of May 25, 2005 

National Homeownership Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For millions of individuals and families, the American Dream starts with 
owning a home. When families move into a home of their own, they gain 
independence and confidence, and their faith in the future grows. The 
spread of ownership and opportunity helps give our citizens a vital stake 
in the future of America and the chance to realize the great promise of our 
country. 

From the earliest days of our Nation, homeownership has embodied the 
core American values of individual freedom, personal responsibility, and 
self-reliance. A home provides children with a safe environment in which 
to grow and learn. A home is also a tangible asset that provides owners 
with borrowing power and allows our citizens to build wealth that they can 
pass on to their children and grandchildren. 

The benefits of homeownership extend to our communities. Families who 
own their own homes have a strong interest in maintaining the value of 
their investments, the safety of their neighborhoods, and the quality of their 
schools. Homeownership is also a bedrock of the American economy, help-
ing to increase jobs, boost demand for goods and services, and build pros-
perity. 

More Americans than ever own their own homes, but we must continue 
to work hard so that every family has an opportunity to realize the Amer-
ican Dream. In 2002, I announced a goal to add 5.5 million new minority 
homeowners by the end of the decade. Since then, we have added 2.3 mil-
lion new minority households. My Administration has also set a goal of 
adding 7 million new affordable homes to the market within the next 10 
years. In my FY 2006 budget, I proposed a single family housing tax credit 
and two mortgage programs—the Zero Downpayment mortgage and the 
Payment Incentives program—to help more families achieve homeowner-
ship. In 2003, I signed the American Dream Downpayment Act, and I have 
proposed more than $200 million to continue the American Dream Down-
payment Initiative to provide downpayment assistance to thousands of 
American families. By promoting initiatives such as financial literacy, tax 
incentives for building affordable homes, voucher programs, and Individual 
Development Accounts, we are strengthening our communities and improv-
ing citizens’ lives. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2005 as National Home-
ownership Month. I call upon the people of the United States to observe 
this month with appropriate ceremonies and activities recognizing the im-
portance of homeownership. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7907 of June 1, 2005 

Black Music Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

During Black Music Month, we pay tribute to a rich musical tradition and 
honor the many contributions African-American musicians, singers, and 
composers have made to the culture of our Nation and to the world. This 
powerful, moving, and soulful music speaks to every heart, lifting us in 
times of sorrow and helping us celebrate in times of joy. 

Black music’s origins are found in the work songs and spirituals that bore 
witness to the cruelty of bondage and the strength of faith. In the strains 
of those songs, we hear the voice of hope in the face of injustice. From 
those roots, black music has grown into a diverse collection of styles, and 
it continues to evolve today. Black music captures a part of the American 
spirit and continues to have a profound impact on our country. 

This month is an opportunity to reflect upon the achievements of African- 
American artists and to look forward to the future. We remember Robert 
Johnson, Bessie Smith, Louis Armstrong, Nat King Cole, Ray Charles, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday, and countless others for their love of music and 
their pioneering and passionate spirit. We celebrate today’s musicians who 
continue to build upon the rich and vital heritage of black music. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2005 as Black Music 
Month. I encourage all Americans to learn more about the history of black 
music and to enjoy the great contributions of African-American musicians. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7908 of June 1, 2005 

Great Outdoors Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

During Great Outdoors Month, we celebrate our Nation’s natural heritage, 
reaffirm our commitment to conserve our environment, and recognize the 
many volunteers who help maintain our natural spaces. 

Americans are blessed by our country’s expansive landscapes, diverse 
wildlife, and beautiful public lands. Outdoor recreation provides an oppor-
tunity to enjoy the splendor of our Nation’s remarkable natural treasures 
and reminds us of our responsibility to be good stewards of the environ-
ment. 

Across our great Nation, Americans are taking that responsibility seriously 
and volunteering to help keep our natural areas beautiful for future genera-
tions. I commend these citizens for helping to protect our public lands, and 
I encourage all Americans to do their part. The Department of the Interior’s 
Take Pride in America website and the USA Freedom Corps website offer 
examples of ways to participate in environmental stewardship projects. 

We have an obligation to protect the Earth, and my Administration is pur-
suing responsible initiatives to make our air cleaner, our water purer, and 
our land better protected. In doing so, we are demonstrating the important 
principle that environmental protection and economic prosperity are both 
vital parts of being good stewards in the land we call home. Through these 
and other efforts, we will continue to build a cleaner, safer, and healthier 
environment for all Americans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2005 as Great Outdoors 
Month. I call on all Americans to observe this month with appropriate pro-
grams and activities and to enjoy safe outdoor recreational activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7909 of June 3, 2005 

National Child’s Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Children are the future of our country and America’s next generation of 
leaders. All of us—parents, families, teachers, mentors, and community 
members—have a responsibility to children to honor and pass along the 
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values that sustain a free society. By spending time with a young person, 
adults can help our Nation’s youth to make the right choices. On National 
Child’s Day, we underscore our commitment to supporting children and to 
helping them realize a bright and hopeful future. 

Family is the most important influence in a child’s life. Parents are teach-
ers, disciplinarians, advisors, and role models. By providing hope and sta-
bility, parents help children to understand the consequences of their ac-
tions and to recognize that the decisions they make today can affect the rest 
of their lives. Through initiatives that promote healthy marriages, respon-
sible fatherhood, and adoption and foster care programs, my Administra-
tion is helping to ensure that more young people have a foundation of love 
and support. 

Teachers also make a real difference in children’s lives. America’s edu-
cators help our students build character and acquire the skills and knowl-
edge they need to succeed as adults. My Administration is insisting upon 
accountability in our public schools. We want every child to have an op-
portunity to realize the great promise of our country. 

By mentoring children and helping them to achieve their dreams, Ameri-
cans can fill their own lives with greater purpose and help make our coun-
try a better place. Our children benefit from a sense of community, and 
each of us has the power to make a difference in a child’s life. I have intro-
duced the Helping America’s Youth initiative, led by First Lady Laura 
Bush, so that every child can grow up with a caring adult in his or her 
life—whether that adult is a parent, a teacher, a coach, or a mentor. I en-
courage all Americans to volunteer their time and talents to benefit our Na-
tion’s youth. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 5, 2005, as National 
Child’s Day, and I call upon citizens to observe this day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. I also urge all Americans to dedicate their time 
and talents toward helping our Nation’s young people so that all children 
may reach as far as their vision and character can take them. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of 
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7910 of June 10, 2005 

Flag Day and National Flag Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For more than two centuries, the flag of the United States has been a sym-
bol of hope and pride. The flag has inspired our citizens during times of 
conflict and comforted us during moments of sorrow and loss. On Flag Day 
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and throughout National Flag Week, we celebrate the proud legacy of Old 
Glory and reflect on this enduring symbol of freedom. 

On June 14, 1777, the Second Continental Congress passed a resolution 
stating that ‘‘the flag of the United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red 
and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field.’’ As States 
have been added to the Union, the flag has been modified to reflect their 
addition to our Nation. Today, the appearance of our flag is based on Presi-
dent Eisenhower’s Executive Order of August 21, 1959, to include a star 
for all 50 States together with 13 stripes representing the original 13 Amer-
ican colonies. 

Generations of Americans in uniform have carried the Stars and Stripes 
into battle so that our citizens can live in freedom. Across the globe, a new 
generation of Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen has 
stepped forward to serve under our flag, defending America from our en-
emies. We are grateful to them and their families for defending our flag and 
the values of our great Nation. 

On this Flag Day, we recall the rich history of Old Glory, and we remember 
our duty to carry our heritage of freedom into the future. 

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, the Congress, by joint resolution 
approved August 3, 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492), designated June 14 
of each year as ‘‘Flag Day’’ and requested that the President issue an annual 
proclamation calling for its observance and for the display of the flag of 
the United States on all Federal Government buildings. The Congress also 
requested, by joint resolution approved June 9, 1966, as amended (80 Stat. 
194), that the President issue annually a proclamation designating the week 
in which June 14 occurs as ‘‘National Flag Week’’ and calling upon all citi-
zens of the United States to display the flag during that week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2005, as Flag Day and the week 
beginning June 12, 2005, as National Flag Week. I direct the appropriate 
officials to display the flag on all Federal Government buildings during that 
week, and I urge all Americans to observe Flag Day and National Flag 
Week by flying the Stars and Stripes from their homes and other suitable 
places. I also call upon the people of the United States to observe with 
pride and all due ceremony those days from Flag Day through Independ-
ence Day, also set aside by the Congress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to honor 
America, to celebrate our heritage in public gatherings and activities, and 
to publicly recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States 
of America. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of 
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7911 of June 16, 2005 

Father’s Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Being a father is a great responsibility and a great joy. From the moment 
their children are born, fathers face the daily tasks of being mentors, pro-
tectors, providers, and friends. Fathers take great pride in watching their 
children take their first steps, learn to read, and attend their first day of 
school. On Father’s Day, our Nation honors fathers across America, and we 
express our deep gratitude for their selfless love and sacrifices. 

Caring, decent, and hardworking fathers give much of themselves. By offer-
ing unconditional love and providing guidance and discipline, a father is 
a source of stability and one of the most important influences on his chil-
dren. A father’s example helps shape the character and values that his chil-
dren will carry with them into adulthood, and the lessons he teaches re-
main with them for a lifetime. By encouraging his sons and daughters to 
set high standards, work hard, and make good decisions, a father shows his 
children that they can meet life’s challenges and be good citizens. 

Responsible fatherhood is essential to a compassionate society in which all 
children are surrounded by love and taught the importance of respect, hon-
esty, and integrity. My Administration commends all those who are work-
ing to strengthen the bonds between fathers and their children. 

On Father’s Day and all year long, we honor our Nation’s fathers and ex-
press our love and appreciation for them. We also honor the many proud 
fathers who are serving our country on the front lines of freedom. We are 
grateful for their service and sacrifice, and we pray for them and their fami-
lies. These men have answered a great call, and they set an example of 
duty and honor for all Americans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, in accordance with a joint resolution of the Congress approved 
April 24, 1972, as amended (36 U.S.C. 109), do hereby proclaim June 19, 
2005, as Father’s Day. I direct the appropriate officials of the Government 
to display the flag of the United States on all Government buildings on this 
day. I also call upon State and local governments and citizens to observe 
this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day 
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7912 of June 29, 2005 

To Modify Duty-Free Treatment Under the Generalized 
System of Preferences and Certain Rules of Origin Under the 
North American Free Trade Agreement, and for Other 
Purposes 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

1. Pursuant to section 502(a)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the 
‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2462(a)(1)), the President is authorized to designate 
countries as beneficiary developing countries for purposes of the General-
ized System of Preferences (GSP). 

2. In Proclamation 6425 of April 29, 1992, the President suspended duty- 
free treatment for certain eligible articles imported from India after consid-
ering the factors set forth in sections 501 and 502(c) of the 1974 Act (19 
U.S.C. 2461, 2462(c)), in particular section 502(c)(5) of the 1974 Act (19 
U.S.C. 2462(c)(5)) on the extent to which India provides adequate and ef-
fective protection of intellectual property rights. 

3. In Proclamation 6942 of October 17, 1996, the President suspended duty- 
free treatment for certain eligible articles imported from Pakistan because 
of insufficient progress on affording workers in that country internationally 
recognized worker rights. 

4. Pursuant to sections 501 and 503(a)(1)(A) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2463(a)(1)(A)), the President may designate articles as eligible for pref-
erential tariff treatment under the GSP. 

5. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2463(c)(2)(A)), beneficiary developing countries, except those designated as 
least-developed beneficiary developing countries or beneficiary sub-Saha-
ran African countries as provided in section 503(c)(2)(D) of the 1974 Act 
(19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(D)), are subject to competitive need limitations on the 
preferential treatment afforded under the GSP to eligible articles. 

6. Section 503(c)(2)(C) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(C)) provides 
that a country that is no longer treated as a beneficiary developing country 
with respect to an eligible article may be redesignated as a beneficiary de-
veloping country with respect to such article if imports of such article from 
such country did not exceed the competitive need limitations in section 
503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act during the preceding calendar year. 

7. Section 503(c)(2)(F)(i) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(F)(i)) pro-
vides that the President may disregard the competitive need limitation pro-
vided in section 503(c)(2)(A)(i)(II) (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(A)(i)(II)) with re-
spect to any eligible article from any beneficiary developing country if the 
aggregate appraised value of the imports of such article into the United 
States during the preceding calendar year does not exceed an amount set 
forth in section 503(c)(2)(F)(ii) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(F)(ii)). 

8. Pursuant to section 503(d)(1) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(d)(1)) and 
after giving great weight to the considerations in section 503(d)(2) of the 
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1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(d)(2)), the President may, subject to the limita-
tions set out in section 503(d)(4) (19 U.S.C. 2463(d)(4)), waive the applica-
tion of the competitive need limitations in section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 
Act with respect to any eligible article from any beneficiary developing 
country, if after receiving advice from the United States International Trade 
Commission (USITC), he determines that such waiver is in the national 
economic interest of the United States. 

9. Section 507(2) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2467(2)) provides that in the 
case of an association of countries that is a free trade area or customs 
union, or that is contributing to a comprehensive regional economic inte-
gration among its members through appropriate means, the President may 
provide that all members of such association other than members that are 
barred from designation under section 502(b) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2462(b)) shall be treated as one country for purposes of the GSP. 

10. Pursuant to section 502 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462) and taking 
into account the factors set forth in section 502(c) of the 1974 Act, I have 
decided to designate Serbia and Montenegro as a beneficiary developing 
country for purposes of the GSP. 

11. After a review of the current situation in India and taking into account 
the factors set out in section 502 of the 1974 Act, in particular section 
502(c)(5), I have determined that India has made progress in providing ade-
quate and effective protection of intellectual property rights. Accordingly, 
I have determined to terminate the suspension of India’s duty-free treat-
ment for certain articles under the GSP. 

12. After a review of the current situation in Pakistan, I have determined 
that Pakistan has taken or is taking steps to afford workers in that country 
internationally recognized worker rights as provided in section 502(c)(7) of 
the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(c)(7)). Accordingly, I have determined to re-
store Pakistan’s eligibility for certain articles for preferential treatment 
under the GSP. 

13. Pursuant to sections 501 and 503(a)(1)(A) of the 1974 Act, and after re-
ceiving advice from the USITC in accordance with section 503(e) of the 
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(e)), I have determined to designate certain arti-
cles, some of which were previously designated under section 503(a)(1)(B) 
of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(a)(1)(B)), as eligible articles. In order to do 
so for certain articles, it is necessary to subdivide and amend the nomen-
clature of certain existing subheadings of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule 
of the United States (HTS). 

14. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act, I have determined that 
certain beneficiary countries have exported certain eligible articles in quan-
tities exceeding the applicable competitive need limitation in 2004, and I 
therefore terminate the duty-free treatment for such articles from such ben-
eficiary developing countries. 

15. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(C) of the 1974 Act, and subject to the con-
siderations set forth in sections 501 and 502 of the 1974 Act, I redesignate 
certain countries as beneficiary developing countries with respect to certain 
eligible articles that previously had been imported in quantities exceeding 
the competitive need limitations of section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act. 

16. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(F)(i) of the 1974 Act, I have determined 
that the competitive need limitation provided in section 503(c)(2)(A)(i)(II) 
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of the 1974 Act should be disregarded with respect to certain eligible arti-
cles from certain beneficiary developing countries. 

17. Pursuant to section 503(d)(1) of the 1974 Act, I have received the ad-
vice of the USITC on whether any industries in the United States are likely 
to be adversely affected by such waivers, and I have determined, based on 
that advice and on the considerations described in sections 501 and 502(c) 
of the 1974 Act, and after giving great weight to the considerations in sec-
tion 503(d)(2) of the 1974 Act, that such waivers are in the national eco-
nomic interest of the United States. Accordingly, I have determined that 
the competitive need limitations of section 503(c)(2)(A) should be waived 
with respect to certain eligible articles from certain beneficiary developing 
countries. 

18. Pursuant to section 507(2) of the 1974 Act, I have determined that cur-
rently qualifying members of the South Asian Association for Regional Co-
operation (SAARC) should be treated as one country for purposes of the 
GSP. 

19. Presidential Proclamation 6641 of December 15, 1993, implemented the 
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) with respect to the United 
States and, pursuant to the North American Free Trade Agreement Imple-
mentation Act (Public Law 103–182) (the ‘‘NAFTA Implementation Act’’) 
incorporated in the HTS the tariff modifications and rules of origin nec-
essary or appropriate to carry out the NAFTA. 

20. Section 202 of the NAFTA Implementation Act (19 U.S.C. 3332) pro-
vides rules for determining whether goods imported into the United States 
originate in the territory of a NAFTA Party and thus are eligible for the tar-
iff and other treatment contemplated under the NAFTA. Section 202(q) of 
the NAFTA Implementation Act (19 U.S.C. 3332(q)) authorizes the Presi-
dent to proclaim, as a part of the HTS, the rules of origin set out in the 
NAFTA and to proclaim modifications to such previously proclaimed rules 
of origin, subject to the consultation and layover requirements of section 
103(a) of the NAFTA Implementation Act (19 U.S.C. 3313(a)). 

21. The United States and Canada have agreed to modifications to certain 
NAFTA rules of origin. Modifications to the NAFTA rules of origin set out 
in Proclamation 6641 are therefore necessary. 

22. Section 1558 of the Miscellaneous Trade and Technical Corrections Act 
of 2004 (Public Law 108–429) (the ‘‘Miscellaneous Trade Act’’) amended 
section 213(b) of the Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery Act (CBERA) (19 
U.S.C. 2703(b)) to exclude certain footwear from duty-free treatment under 
the CBERA and to provide duty-free treatment for certain other footwear 
that is the product of a designated beneficiary Caribbean Basin Trade Part-
nership Act country. 

23. In order to implement the tariff treatment provided under section 1558 
of the Miscellaneous Trade Act, it is necessary to modify the HTS. 

24. Section 7(c) of the AGOA Acceleration Act of 2004 (Public Law 108– 
274) (the ‘‘AGOA Acceleration Act’’) amended section 112(b)(6) of the of 
the African Growth and Opportunity Act (title I of Public Law 106–200) 
(AGOA) (19 U.S.C. 3721(b)(6)) by adding ethnic printed fabrics to the list 
of textile and apparel goods of beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries 
that may be eligible for the preferential treatment described in section 
112(a) of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3721(a)). 
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25. Section 2 of Executive Order 13191 of January 17, 2001, delegated the 
President’s authority under section 112(b)(6) of the AGOA to the Com-
mittee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements (Committee), in con-
sultation with the then-Commissioner, United States Customs Service, now 
the Commissioner, Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (Commis-
sioner), to determine which, if any, particular textile and apparel goods of 
beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries shall be treated as being hand 
loomed, handmade, or folklore articles. Executive Order 13191 further or-
dered the Commissioner to take actions directed by the Committee to carry 
out such determinations. 

26. In order to implement section 7(c) of the AGOA Acceleration Act, it 
is necessary to modify Executive Order 13191. 

27. Section 604 of the 1974 Act, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2483), authorizes 
the President to embody in the HTS the substance of the relevant provi-
sions of that Act, and of other acts affecting import treatment, and actions 
thereunder, including the removal, modification, continuance, or imposi-
tion of any rate of duty or other import restriction. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and the laws of the United States, including title V and section 604 of the 
1974 Act, section 202 of the NAFTA Implementation Act, section 1558 of 
the Miscellaneous Trade Act, section 7(c) of the AGOA Acceleration Act, 
and section 301 of title 3, United States Code, do hereby proclaim: 

(1) In order to reflect in the HTS the addition of Serbia and Montenegro 
as a beneficiary developing country under the GSP, general note 4(a) to the 
HTS is modified as provided in section A(1) of Annex I to this proclama-
tion. 

(2) In order to provide that one or more countries that have not been 
treated as beneficiary developing countries with respect to one or more eli-
gible articles should be designated or redesignated as beneficiary devel-
oping countries with respect to such article or articles for purposes of the 
GSP, in order to terminate the suspensions of India’s and Pakistan’s eligi-
bility for certain articles, and in order to provide that one or more countries 
should no longer be treated as beneficiary developing countries with re-
spect to one or more eligible articles for purposes of the GSP, general note 
4(d) to the HTS is modified as provided in section A(2) of Annex I to this 
proclamation. 

(3) In order to designate certain articles as eligible articles for purposes 
of the GSP, the HTS is modified by amending and subdividing the nomen-
clature of certain existing HTS subheadings as provided in section B of 
Annex I to this proclamation. 

(4) (a) In order to designate certain articles as eligible articles for pur-
poses of the GSP, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for such HTS sub-
headings is modified as provided in sections C(1) and C(2) of Annex I to 
this proclamation. 

(b) In order to designate certain articles as eligible articles for purposes 
of the GSP when imported from any beneficiary developing country ex-
cept for a country or countries exceeding the applicable competitive 
need limitation in 2004, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for such 
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HTS subheadings is modified as provided for in section C(3) of Annex 
I to this proclamation. 

(c) In order to provide preferential tariff treatment under the GSP to 
a beneficiary developing country that has been excluded from the bene-
fits of the GSP for certain eligible articles, the Rates of Duty 1-Special 
subcolumn for such HTS subheadings is modified as provided for in sec-
tion C(4) of Annex I to this proclamation. 

(d) In order to provide that one or more countries should not be treat-
ed as beneficiary developing countries with respect to certain eligible ar-
ticles for purposes of the GSP, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn 
for such HTS subheadings is modified as provided for in section C(5) of 
Annex I to this proclamation. 

(e) In order to reflect in the HTS the decision that certain members of 
the SAARC should be treated as one country for purposes of title V of 
the 1974 Act, and to enumerate those countries, general note 4(a) to the 
HTS is modified as provided in section D of Annex I to this proclama-
tion. 
(5) A waiver of the application of section 503(c)(2)(A)(i)(II) of the 1974 

Act shall apply to the eligible articles in the HTS subheadings and to the 
beneficiary developing countries listed in Annex II to this proclamation. 

(6) A waiver of the application of section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act 
shall apply to the eligible articles in the HTS subheading and to the bene-
ficiary developing countries set forth in Annex III to this proclamation. 

(7) In order to modify the rules of origin under the NAFTA, general note 
12 to the HTS is modified as provided in Annex IV to this proclamation. 

(8) The modifications made by Annex IV to this proclamation shall be 
effective with respect to goods of Canada that are entered, or withdrawn 
from warehouse for consumption, on or after the date provided in that 
Annex. 

(9) General notes 7 and 17 to the HTS are modified as set forth in Annex 
V to this proclamation. 

(10) The modifications made by Annex V to this proclamation shall be 
effective with respect to goods entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for 
consumption, on or after December 18, 2004. 

(11) In order to make technical corrections to the HTS, the HTS is modi-
fied as provided in Annex VI to this proclamation. 

(12) The modifications made by Annex VI to this proclamation shall be 
effective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn for consumption, on 
or after the dates provided in that Annex. 

(13) Section 2 of Executive Order 13191 of January 17, 2001, is modified 
by revising the heading to state ‘‘Handloomed, Handmade, and Folklore Ar-
ticles and Ethnic Printed Fabrics’’ and deleting the phrase ‘‘handloomed, 
handmade, or folklore articles,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof, 
‘‘handloomed, handmade, or folklore articles or ethnic printed fabrics.’’ 

(14) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive Orders that 
are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are superseded 
to the extent of such inconsistency. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty- 
ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7913 of July 15, 2005 

Captive Nations Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America stands for freedom and supports those who are oppressed. During 
Captive Nations Week, we reaffirm our commitment to advancing democ-
racy, defending liberty, and protecting human rights around the world. 

When President Eisenhower issued the first Captive Nations Week procla-
mation in 1959, freedom was being denied by communist regimes in Eu-
rope, Asia, and Latin America. Millions were deprived of their rights to 
freely practice religion, assemble in public, and exercise freedom of speech. 
The Cold War and the captivity of millions of people in Central and East-
ern Europe have since ended, and we have witnessed the rise of democratic 
governments in countries across the globe. 

Building a free and peaceful world is the work of generations, and this 
work continues. America believes that freedom is God’s gift to each man 
and woman in this world and that spreading freedom’s blessings is the call-
ing of our time. We are continuing to work to help spread liberty and de-
mocracy to people who have known fear and oppression. The gains in 
places like Afghanistan, Iraq, Ukraine, and Georgia have been achieved 
through the courage, determination, and sacrifice of millions of men and 
women in those countries, with the assistance of the United States and 
other allies. 

As a Nation forged from the ideals of freedom, justice, and human dignity, 
we will continue speaking out on behalf of oppressed people. We will sup-
port the growth of democratic movements and institutions in every nation. 
This young century will be liberty’s century, and during Captive Nations 
Week, we pledge to advance the cause of liberty for all people. 

The Congress, by Joint Resolution approved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212), 
has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation desig-
nating the third week in July of each year as ‘‘Captive Nations Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim July 17 through July 23, 2005, as Captive 
Nations Week. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this 
week with appropriate ceremonies and activities and to reaffirm their com-
mitment to all those seeking liberty, justice, and self-determination. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day 
of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7914 of July 21, 2005 

Parents’ Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Parents are role models for their children. With patience, sacrifice, and 
love, they teach their children life lessons and prepare them for the future. 
On Parents’ Day, we express our gratitude for the hard work of parents 
throughout America and reaffirm our commitment to promoting a culture 
of responsible parenthood. 

Mothers and fathers love their children unconditionally and make daily 
sacrifices to provide for them. Parents create a safe, nurturing environment 
in which their children can grow and learn. By instructing their children 
to make right choices, parents instill lifelong values and prepare their chil-
dren for the challenges and opportunities ahead. Parents experience the 
great joy of watching their sons and daughters mature into responsible 
adults and good citizens. 

On Parents’ Day, we recognize the boundless love and generosity of all par-
ents, including the foster and adoptive parents who demonstrate the com-
passionate spirit of America. We honor parents for their dedication to pro-
viding our Nation’s children with the love and support they need. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States and consistent with Public Law 103–362, as 
amended, do hereby proclaim Sunday, July 24, 2005, as Parents’ Day. I en-
courage all Americans to express love, respect, and appreciation to parents 
across our Nation. I also call upon citizens to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7915 of July 26, 2005 

Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On July 26, 1990, President George H. W. Bush signed into law the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA). This historic legislation provides a clear 
and comprehensive national mandate for the elimination of discrimination 
against individuals with disabilities. The ADA reflects our Nation’s faith in 
the promise of all individuals and helps to ensure that our Nation’s oppor-
tunities are more accessible to all. 
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The ADA has been a great success in expanding opportunity for disabled 
Americans. By reducing barriers and changing perceptions, the ADA has 
increased participation in community life and given greater hope to mil-
lions of Americans. 

Because of the ADA, individuals with disabilities are better able to develop 
skills for school, work, and independent living. Our Nation has more to do 
to further the goals of the ADA. Through the New Freedom Initiative, my 
Administration is building on the progress of the ADA to increase the use 
of technology and expand educational and employment opportunities. We 
are promoting the development and dissemination of assistive and univer-
sally designed technology. We have launched DisabilityInfo.gov, an online 
resource of programs and technology relevant to the daily lives of people 
with disabilities and their families, employers, service providers, and other 
community members. We also require electronic and information tech-
nologies used by the Federal Government to be accessible to people with 
disabilities. To ensure that no child with a disability is left behind, I have 
requested $11.1 billion for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
in my FY 2006 budget—$4.7 billion above the FY 2001 level. The Depart-
ment of Education is seeking new and effective ways for students with dis-
abilities to learn. My Administration is also working to educate employers 
on ADA requirements and further assisting persons with disabilities by im-
plementing the ‘‘Ticket to Work’’ program and strengthening training and 
employment services at One-Stop Career Centers. Through all of these ef-
forts, we are helping individuals with disabilities have the opportunity to 
live and work with greater freedom. 

On the 15th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, we cele-
brate the progress that has been made and reaffirm our commitment to ful-
filling the ADA’s mission of bringing greater hope and opportunity to our 
Nation’s disabled Americans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2005, as a day in 
celebration of the 15th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
I call on all Americans to celebrate the many contributions individuals 
with disabilities have made to our country, and I urge our citizens to fulfill 
the promise of the ADA to give all people the opportunity to live with dig-
nity, work productively, and achieve their dreams. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7916 of August 5, 2005 

40th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In America, we believe in the freedom of every individual. This freedom 
includes the ability to participate in one of the most cherished rights and 
fundamental responsibilities of citizenship: the right to vote. The Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 helped ensure that all citizens would have the oppor-
tunity to vote, regardless of race. As President Lyndon Johnson said when 
he signed the Act, ‘‘Millions of Americans are denied the right to vote be-
cause of their color. This law will ensure them the right to vote. The wrong 
is one which no American, in his heart, can justify. The right is one which 
no American, true to our principles, can deny.’’ As we celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of this historic act, we reaffirm this bedrock commitment to 
equality and justice for all. 

America’s history is a story of people working for freedom, justice, and 
equality. We have made great progress toward achieving these ideals. In the 
middle of the 20th century, the conscience of America was awakened by 
the struggles and the courage of those who overcame racial slurs, fire hoses, 
and burning crosses. Brave men and women held sit-ins at lunch counters, 
rode buses on Freedom Rides, and marched in our Nation’s Capital and 
throughout our country to demand the full promise of the Declaration of 
Independence. The work of these courageous Americans led to the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, and we remember their heroism on this anniversary. 

America is a stronger and better Nation because of the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965. As President Johnson said upon signing the Act, it is ‘‘a triumph 
for freedom as huge as any victory that has ever been won on any battle-
field.’’ The Act was a great step forward in the history of our Nation, and 
it remains essential as we continue our progress toward a society in which 
every person of every background can realize the American Dream. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
Laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 6, 2005, as a day 
of celebration in honor of the 40th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of Au-
gust, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7917 of August 15, 2005 

National Airborne Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Americans live in freedom because of the extraordinary bravery, sacrifice, 
and dedication to duty of the members of our Armed Forces. From the first 
official Army parachute jump 65 years ago, our country’s Airborne troops 
have played a crucial role in the defense of our Nation and our liberty. On 
National Airborne Day, we pay special tribute to these courageous soldiers 
who served with honor and integrity. 

On August 16, 1940, the successful first jump of the Army Parachute Test 
Platoon laid the foundation for a new and innovative method of combat 
that helped contribute to an Allied victory in World War II. These bold pio-
neers answered the call of duty and set an example for future generations 
to follow. Since the designation of the Army’s first Airborne division, the 
82nd Airborne, on August 15, 1942, our Airborne troops have performed 
with valor. The brave men and women of our Airborne forces have worked 
to defeat tyranny, advance the cause of liberty, and build a safer world. 

Today a new generation of Airborne forces is fighting a war against an 
enemy that threatens the peace and stability of the world. At this critical 
time, Airborne forces of the Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force are con-
tinuing the noble tradition of the first sky soldiers. Americans are grateful 
for the service of our Airborne forces and all our troops, and we are in-
spired by the strength and sacrifice of our military members and their fami-
lies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 16, 2005, as National 
Airborne Day. I encourage all Americans to honor those who have served 
in the Airborne forces, and I also call upon all citizens to observe this day 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day 
of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7918 of August 25, 2005 

Women’s Equality Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On August 26, 1920, the 19th Amendment to the Constitution was adopted, 
guaranteeing American women the right to vote. The passage of this 
amendment was the culmination of a long struggle that reached back to the 
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founding of the country and was furthered by the 1848 women’s rights con-
vention in Seneca Falls, New York. By celebrating Women’s Equality Day, 
we commemorate the adoption of this amendment and honor the visionary 
women who fought tirelessly for women’s suffrage. 

Led by women such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and 
Lucretia Mott, the suffragists stood up against injustice and persevered 
until, as Susan B. Anthony wrote, the handful who first took a stand for 
suffrage grew into an army. The efforts of these pioneers helped secure for 
American women the right to vote. 

Since the adoption of the 19th Amendment, women have continued to 
make great contributions to our Nation. Women today are leaders in medi-
cine, law, journalism, business, government, and other professions. They 
are doctors and mothers, teachers and lawyers, homemakers and pilots, art-
ists and entrepreneurs. Women also are serving with great honor in our 
Armed Forces as we fight a war on terror and defend our freedoms. The 
hard work of American women is essential to the strength and vitality of 
our country. 

One hundred and fifty-seven years after the Seneca Falls Convention, we 
continue to work so that all people can enjoy their God-given rights. This 
Women’s Equality Day, as we celebrate the 85th anniversary of the 19th 
Amendment, we honor the perseverance, leadership, and achievements of 
the suffragists and all of America’s women, and we renew our commitment 
to equal justice and dignity for all. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 2005, as Women’s 
Equality Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day 
of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7919 of August 29, 2005 

National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Ovarian cancer is one of the leading causes of cancer deaths among women 
in the United States. Each year, thousands of women are diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer, and thousands die from the disease. During National Ovar-
ian Cancer Awareness Month, we strive to raise awareness of ovarian can-
cer and promote early detection and treatment of this disease. 

Early detection is essential to the successful treatment of ovarian cancer. 
The 5-year survival rate is higher than 90 percent for ovarian cancer pa-
tients whose disease is caught during the first stage of development. Most 
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ovarian cancer cases are diagnosed at an advanced stage, however, because 
no reliable screening test exists for the disease. Because the early signs of 
ovarian cancer are easy to miss and often resemble the signs of other condi-
tions, it is important for women to talk with their doctors about detection 
and be aware of the risk factors and symptoms of this cancer. 

There is more we need to learn about how best to prevent, detect, and treat 
ovarian cancer. The National Cancer Institute (NCI) is currently sponsoring 
a study on genetic and environmental factors that may increase the risk of 
ovarian cancer. In addition, the NCI is sponsoring clinical trials to explore 
new ways to screen for and detect ovarian cancer. Researchers are studying 
new treatment options, including biological therapies, anticancer drugs, 
vaccines, and other therapies to treat resistant forms of ovarian cancer. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention will spend almost $4.6 million, 
and the Department of Defense’s Ovarian Cancer Research Program will in-
vest an estimated $10 million. 

As we observe National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, we recognize 
the courage and strength of women battling ovarian cancer, and of their 
families and friends who love and support them. Our Nation is grateful for 
the hard work and commitment of our dedicated researchers and medical 
professionals. With continued effort, we can raise awareness of ovarian 
cancer and find new ways to prevent and treat this deadly disease. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2005 as National 
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month. I call upon government officials, busi-
nesses, communities, health care professionals, educators, volunteers, and 
all people of the United States to continue our Nation’s strong commitment 
to preventing and treating ovarian cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7920 of August 29, 2005 

National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Prostate cancer is the second leading cause of cancer-related deaths among 
American men. This year, thousands of men will be diagnosed with pros-
tate cancer, and thousands will die from the disease. While great strides 
have been made in the battle against prostate cancer, we have more work 
to do. During National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, we renew our 
commitment to fight prostate cancer by finding better ways to prevent, de-
tect, and treat this deadly disease. 

My Administration is committed to funding research for prevention and 
better treatments for prostate cancer. This year, the National Institutes of 
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Health will invest an estimated $381 million in prostate cancer research, 
including $310 million at the National Cancer Institute. The Department of 
Defense’s Prostate Cancer Research Program will spend an estimated $85 
million, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention will devote an 
estimated $14 million toward prostate cancer research. Scientists are exam-
ining risk factors to identify ways to prevent prostate cancer, and they are 
finding ways to detect this disease earlier, when it is easier to treat. In ad-
dition, newer treatments are helping to slow or stop the spread of prostate 
cancer in men with advanced stages of the disease. This progress offers 
hope to men who are living with prostate cancer and those who are at risk. 

As we observe National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, I encourage all 
men, especially those over the age of 50, to talk with their doctors about 
the risk of prostate cancer and the appropriate screenings. I commend those 
who fight this disease, and I applaud the dedication of researchers, health 
care providers, and all who are working to increase our knowledge of pros-
tate cancer. By raising awareness and supporting research, we can save 
lives. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2005 as National 
Prostate Cancer Awareness Month. I call upon government officials, busi-
nesses, communities, health care professionals, educators, volunteers, and 
all people of the United States to reaffirm our Nation’s strong and con-
tinuing commitment to treat and prevent prostate cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7921 of August 29, 2005 

National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The devastating effects of alcohol and drug addiction have destroyed the 
lives and families of countless Americans. During National Alcohol and 
Drug Addiction Recovery Month, we recognize the dangers of substance 
abuse and renew the hope of overcoming addiction for individuals across 
our Nation. This year’s theme, ‘‘Join the Voices for Recovery: Healing Lives, 
Families and Communities,’’ encourages those striving to recover from this 
disease and recognizes the many families, support organizations, faith- 
based and community groups, and volunteers working to help overcome 
addiction. 

Substance abuse leads to a cycle of addiction and despair that too often 
causes disease and death among young people. The Helping America’s 
Youth initiative, led by First Lady Laura Bush, is promoting positive youth 
development and combating alcohol and drug addiction. This initiative is 
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helping our children to make healthy choices and build lives of purpose. 
To aid citizens seeking treatment and recovery for substance abuse, my Ad-
ministration also has provided $200 million over the past 2 years for the 
Access to Recovery program. My 2006 budget requests an additional $150 
million for this program to further expand treatment choices. Directing re-
sources to individuals allows them to choose a program that suits their 
needs and increases their chances of success. In addition, we have in-
creased opportunities for communities and faith-based providers to aid 
those suffering from addiction. 

I encourage all Americans to support individuals striving to overcome ad-
diction and the groups that are helping to fight alcohol and drug addiction. 
By working together, we can continue to build a more compassionate soci-
ety that transforms lives and provides health, hope, and healing to those 
who hurt. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2005 as National 
Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month. I call upon the people of the 
United States to observe this month with appropriate programs and activi-
ties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7922 of September 4, 2005 

Death of William H. Rehnquist 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a mark of respect for William H. Rehnquist, Chief Justice of the United 
States, I hereby order, by the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States of America, including section 7 of title 4, 
United States Code, that the flag of the United States shall be flown at half- 
staff at the White House and on all public buildings and grounds, at all 
military posts and naval stations, and on all naval vessels of the Federal 
Government in the District of Columbia and throughout the United States 
and its Territories and possessions until sunset, Tuesday, September 13, 
2005. I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same pe-
riod at all United States embassies, legations, consular offices, and other fa-
cilities abroad, including all military facilities and naval vessels and sta-
tions. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7923 of September 4, 2005 

Honoring the Memory of the Victims of Hurricane Katrina 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a mark of respect for the victims of Hurricane Katrina, I hereby order, 
by the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States of America, that the flag of the United States shall be flown at half- 
staff at the White House and on all public buildings and grounds, at all 
military posts and naval stations, and on all naval vessels of the Federal 
Government in the District of Columbia and throughout the United States 
and its Territories and possessions until sunset, Tuesday, September 20, 
2005. I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same pe-
riod at all United States embassies, legations, consular offices, and other fa-
cilities abroad, including all military facilities and naval vessels and sta-
tions. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7924 of September 8, 2005 

To Suspend Subchapter IV of Chapter 31 of Title 40, United 
States Code, Within a Limited Geographic Area in Response 
to the National Emergency Caused by Hurricane Katrina 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

1. Section 3142(a) of title 40, United States Code, provides that ‘‘every con-
tract in excess of $2,000, to which the Federal Government or the District 
of Columbia is a party, for construction, alteration, or repair, including 
painting and decorating, of public buildings and public works of the Gov-
ernment or the District of Columbia that are located in a State or the Dis-
trict of Columbia and which requires or involves the employment of me-
chanics or laborers shall contain a provision stating the minimum wages 
to be paid various classes or laborers and mechanics.’’ 

2. Section 3142(b) of title 40, United States Code, provides that such ‘‘min-
imum wages shall be based on the wages the Secretary of Labor determines 
to be prevailing for the corresponding classes of laborers and mechanics 
employed on projects of a character similar to the contract work in the civil 
subdivision of the State in which the work is to be performed . . .’’ 

3. Under various other related acts, the payment of wages is made depend-
ent upon determinations by the Secretary of Labor under section 3142 of 
title 40, United States Code. 
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4. Section 3147 of title 40, United States Code, provides that ‘‘[t]he Presi-
dent may suspend the provisions of this subchapter during a national emer-
gency.’’ 

5. Several areas of the Nation have been recently devastated by Hurricane 
Katrina. The devastation from the hurricane has resulted in the largest 
amount of property damage from a natural disaster in the history of the Na-
tion. An enormous but undetermined number of lives have been lost, and 
hundreds of thousands of homes and business establishments either de-
stroyed or severely damaged. Hundreds of thousands of individuals have 
lost their jobs and their livelihood. An unprecedented amount of Federal 
assistance will be needed to restore the communities that have been rav-
aged by the hurricane. Accordingly, I find that the conditions caused by 
Hurricane Katrina constitute a ‘‘national emergency’’ within the meaning of 
section 3147 of title 40, United States Code. 

(a) Hurricane Katrina has resulted in unprecedented property damage. 
(b) The wage rates imposed by section 3142 of title 40, United States 

Code, increase the cost to the Federal Government of providing Fed-
eral assistance to these areas. 

(c) Suspension of the subchapter IV of chapter 31 of title 40, United 
States Code, 40 U.S.C. 3141–3148, and the operation of related acts 
to the extent they depend upon the Secretary of Labor’s determina-
tions under section 3142 of title 40, United States Code, will result 
in greater assistance to these devastated communities and will per-
mit the employment of thousands of additional individuals. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do by this proclamation suspend, as to all contracts entered 
into on or after the date of this proclamation and until otherwise provided, 
the provisions of subchapter IV of chapter 31 of title 40, United States 
Code, 40 U.S.C. 3141–3148, and the provisions of all other acts providing 
for the payment of wages, which provisions are dependent upon determina-
tions by the Secretary of Labor under section 3142 of title 40, United States 
Code, as they apply to contracts to be performed in the following jurisdic-
tions: the counties of Baldwin, Choctaw, Clarke, Mobile, Sumter, and 
Washington in the State of Alabama; the counties of Broward, Miami-Dade, 
and Monroe in the State of Florida; the parishes of Acadia, Allen, Ascen-
sion, Assumption, Avoyelles, Beauregard, Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, 
Calcasieu, Caldwell, Cameron, Catahoula, Claiborne, Concordia, De Soto, 
East Baton Rouge, East Carroll, East Feliciana, Evangeline, Franklin, Grant, 
Iberia, Iberville, Jackson, Jefferson, Jefferson Davis, La Salle, Lafayette, 
Lafourche, Lincoln, Livingston, Madison, Morehouse, Natchitoches, Orle-
ans, Ouachita, Plaquemines, Pointe Coupee, Rapides, Red River, Richland, 
Sabine, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. Helena, St. James, St. John the Baptist, 
St. Landry, St. Martin, St. Mary, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, Tensas, 
Terrebonne, Union, Vermilion, Vernon, Washington, Webster, West Baton 
Rouge, West Carroll, West Feliciana, and Winn in the State of Louisiana; 
and the counties of Adams, Alcorn, Amite, Attala, Benton, Bolivar, Cal-
houn, Carroll, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Claiborne, Clarke, Clay, Coahoma, 
Copiah, Covington, DeSoto, Forrest, Franklin, George, Greene, Grenada, 
Hancock, Harrison, Hinds, Holmes, Humphreys, Issaquena, Itawamba, Jack-
son, Jasper, Jefferson, Jefferson Davis, Jones, Kemper, Lafayette, Lamar, Lau-
derdale, Lawrence, Leake, Lee, Leflore, Lincoln, Lowndes, Madison, Mar-
ion, Marshall, Monroe, Montgomery, Neshoba, Newton, Noxubee, 
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Oktibbeha, Panola, Pearl River, Perry, Pike Pontotoc, Prentiss, Quitman, 
Rankin, Scott, Sharkey, Simpson, Smith, Stone, Sunflower, Tallahatchie, 
Tate, Tippah, Tishomingo, Tunica, Union, Walthall, Warren, Washington, 
Wayne, Webster, Wilkinson, Winston, Yalobusha, Yazoo in the State of 
Mississippi. 

And, as to such contracts to be performed in such jurisdictions, I do hereby 
suspend, until otherwise provided, the provisions of any Executive Order, 
proclamation, rule, regulation, or other directive providing for the payment 
of wages, which provisions are dependent upon determinations by the Sec-
retary of Labor under section 3142 of title 40, United States Code; 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7925 of September 8, 2005 

National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for the Victims of 
Hurricane Katrina 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Hurricane Katrina was one of the worst natural disasters in our Nation’s 
history and has caused unimaginable devastation and heartbreak through-
out the Gulf Coast Region. A vast coastline of towns and communities has 
been decimated. Many lives have been lost, and hundreds of thousands of 
our fellow Americans are suffering great hardship. To honor the memory 
of those who lost their lives, to provide comfort and strength to the families 
of the victims, and to help ease the burden of the survivors, I call upon 
all Americans to pray to Almighty God and to perform acts of service. 

As we observe a National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for the Victims 
of Hurricane Katrina, we pledge our support for those who have been in-
jured and for the communities that are struggling to rebuild. We offer 
thanks to God for the goodness and generosity of so many Americans who 
have come together to provide relief and bring hope to fellow citizens in 
need. Our Nation is united in compassion for the victims and in resolve 
to overcome the tremendous loss that has come to America. We will strive 
together in this effort, and we will prevail through perseverance and pray-
er. 

Americans are reaching out to those who suffer by opening their hearts, 
homes, and communities. Their actions demonstrate the greatest compas-
sion one person may show to another: to love your neighbor as yourself. 
Across our Nation, so many selfless deeds reflect the promise of the Scrip-
ture: ‘‘For I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave 
Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in.’’ I encourage all Americans 
to respond with acts of kindness in the days ahead. By contributing time, 
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money, or needed goods to a relief organization and by praying for the sur-
vivors and those in recovery efforts, we can make a tremendous difference 
in the lives of those in need. 

Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath resulted in a considerable loss of life. 
We pray that God will bless the souls of the lost, and that He will comfort 
their families and friends and all lives touched by this disaster. As the 
American people unite to help those who are hurting, we share a deter-
mination to stand by those affected by Hurricane Katrina in the months and 
years ahead as they rebuild their lives and reclaim their future. We are de-
termined that the Gulf Coast region will rise again. The tasks before us are 
enormous, and so is the heart of America. We will continue to comfort and 
care for the survivors. We will once again show the world that the worst 
adversities bring out the best in the American people. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Friday, September 16, 2005, 
as a National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for the Victims of Hurricane 
Katrina. I ask that the people of the United States and places of worship 
mark this National Day of Prayer and Remembrance with memorial services 
and other appropriate observances. I also encourage all Americans to re-
member those who have suffered in the disaster by offering prayers and 
giving their hearts and homes for those who now, more than ever, need our 
compassion and our support. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7926 of September 9, 2005 

Minority Enterprise Development Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Across our country, the entrepreneurial spirit of minority businesses is 
strong and growing. By creating jobs and advancing opportunities, these 
businesses improve lives and transform neighborhoods throughout our Na-
tion. During Minority Enterprise Development Week, we recognize minor-
ity entrepreneurs and their employees for their commitment to free enter-
prise and equal opportunity. 

Minority businesses are an essential part of a society in which personal ini-
tiative is encouraged and in which opportunity is within the reach of all 
of our citizens. Significant increases in minority business ownership are 
providing an engine for economic growth and helping more of our citizens 
succeed. By fueling job creation and providing goods and services to con-
sumers, these businesses are helping to lift communities and provide hope. 
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In order to extend the promise of our country to all of our citizens, our 
economy must continue to grow and expand. My Administration is work-
ing to keep taxes low, protect small businesses from needless regulation 
and frivolous lawsuits, and reduce global trade barriers to open up new 
markets for American entrepreneurs. We have provided new market tax 
credits to boost investment and community development in low-income 
areas, and we are working to stimulate and support minority businesses by 
providing training and mentoring. 

Minority businesses help ensure that our country is a land of opportunity. 
Their example reflects the best qualities of America, demonstrating that 
every person has the opportunity to strive for a better future and to take 
part in the promise of our great Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 11 through Sep-
tember 17, 2005, as Minority Enterprise Development Week. I call upon all 
Americans to celebrate this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities to recognize the important contributions of our Nation’s mi-
nority enterprises. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7927 of September 9, 2005 

National Historically Black Colleges and Universities Week, 
2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America’s Historically Black Colleges and Universities are places of learn-
ing and achievement that reflect our Nation’s belief in the great potential 
of every student. By upholding high standards of excellence and providing 
equal educational opportunities to all Americans, these valued institutions 
help ensure that all our citizens can realize their full potential and look 
forward to a prosperous and hopeful future. 

Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) are a source of ac-
complishment and great pride for the African-American community and 
our entire Nation. By fostering academic achievement, instilling strong val-
ues and character, and equipping students with a quality education, they 
prepare rising generations for success and help fulfill our country’s com-
mitment to equal education. 

My Administration is committed to supporting HBCUs and making higher 
education more affordable and more accessible. To ensure that more stu-
dents have access to a college or university education, I have requested 
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nearly $300 million for HBCUs in my 2006 budget, a record level of fund-
ing that would represent an increase in spending for these institutions by 
30 percent during my Administration. Through the White House Initiative 
on Historically Black Colleges and Universities, we are pursuing new ways 
to strengthen and advance HBCUs through endowments, faculty develop-
ment, and cooperative research. 

America has made significant progress in strengthening our higher edu-
cation system for all our citizens, and there is more work to do. We con-
tinue to strive toward a society in which every person can realize the great 
promise of America. During National Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities Week, we recognize the contributions of HBCUs, and we acknowl-
edge and celebrate their role in making America a stronger and better Na-
tion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 11 through Sep-
tember 17, 2005, as National Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Week. I call on public officials, educators, administrators, librarians, and 
all the people of the United States to observe this week with appropriate 
programs, ceremonies, and activities that demonstrate our appreciation for 
the many contributions these valuable institutions and their graduates have 
made to our country. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7928 of September 9, 2005 

National Days of Prayer and Remembrance, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Americans will always remember the terrible events and violent cruelty of 
September 11, 2001. We will always honor the many innocent lives that 
were lost, and we will never forget the heroism of passengers, first respond-
ers, and others on that day. During this year’s National Days of Prayer and 
Remembrance, we pay tribute to the memory of those taken from us in the 
terrorist attacks in New York, in Pennsylvania, and at the Pentagon. We 
pray for the families left behind who continue to inspire us through their 
steadfast character, courage, and determination. 

In the time since September 11, 2001, Americans have come together to de-
fend America and advance freedom. We are grateful to our brave men and 
women in uniform who are making daily sacrifices at home and at posts 
around the globe, and we pray for their safety as they defend our liberty. 
In the war on terror, we have lost good men and women who left our 
shores to protect our way of life and did not live to make the journey 
home. We honor their memories, and we pray for their families. 
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The war that began for America on September 11, 2001, continues to call 
on the courage of our men and women in uniform and the perseverance 
of our citizens. The past 4 years have brought many challenges and sac-
rifices, yet we have much reason to be thankful and hopeful about the fu-
ture. America has become more secure as terrorists have been brought to 
justice, two of the most brutal and aggressive regimes have ended, and free-
dom has spread in the Middle East and around the world. In the months 
and years ahead, we will continue to defend our freedom and lay the foun-
dations of peace for our children and grandchildren. 

During these Days of Prayer and Remembrance, we give thanks to the Al-
mighty for our freedom, and we acknowledge our dependence on the Giver 
of this gift. Four years after September 11, 2001, we remember the lives lost 
and pray for God’s continued blessings on their families and our Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Friday, September 9, through 
Sunday, September 11, 2005, as National Days of Prayer and Remembrance. 
I ask that the people of the United States and places of worship mark these 
National Days of Prayer and Remembrance with memorial services and 
other appropriate ceremonies. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7929 of September 9, 2005 

Patriot Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Four years have passed since our country was brutally attacked on a quiet 
September morning. On that day, thousands of innocent lives were taken 
from us. The victims and the families who lost loved ones remain in the 
hearts and prayers of our Nation. We also remember the courage of the fire-
fighters, police officers, emergency rescue personnel, and scores of private 
citizens who showed us the true meaning of heroism and demonstrated our 
resolve to the world. 

The mission that began on September 11, 2001, continues. Today, we see 
the virtue of the September 11th heroes embodied in our military per-
sonnel, who are taking the fight to our enemies and helping to keep us safe 
at home. Thousands of other Americans, from intelligence analysts to bor-
der guards to countless others, are doing vital work to help defend America 
and prevent future attacks. We are grateful to all of these men and women 
and to their families for their service and sacrifice. We honor those who 
have lost their lives defending our freedom, and we pray that God comfort 
their families. We pledge that we will not rest until we have won the war 
on terror. 
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As we mark this solemn anniversary, I call upon all our citizens to express 
their patriotism and their gratitude for the blessings of liberty. By flying the 
flag, supporting military families, and teaching young people about our 
founding ideals, we honor the lives lost on September 11, 2001, and since, 
and we help preserve our freedom for future generations. 

By a joint resolution approved December 18, 2001 (Public Law 107–89), the 
Congress has designated September 11 of each year as ‘‘Patriot Day.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim September 11, 2005, as Patriot Day. I call 
upon the Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, as well as appropriate officials of all units of government, to direct 
that the flag be flown at half-staff on Patriot Day. I call upon the people 
of the United States to observe Patriot Day with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities, including remembrance services, to display the flag at half- 
staff from their homes on that day, and to observe a moment of silence be-
ginning at 8:46 a.m. eastern daylight time to honor the innocent victims 
who lost their lives as a result of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 
2001. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7930 of September 16, 2005 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In every generation, members of our Armed Forces have answered the call 
of service in our Nation’s hour of need. These patriots have defended our 
freedom and way of life, triumphed over brutal enemies, and answered the 
prayers of millions. On National POW/MIA Recognition Day, we honor the 
Americans who have been prisoners of war and recognize them for endur-
ing unimaginable hardships while serving in military conflicts around the 
globe. We also remember those who are still missing in action, and we 
renew our commitment to keep searching until we have accounted for 
every Soldier, Sailor, Airman, and Marine missing in the line of duty. 

On National POW/MIA Recognition Day, the flag of the National League of 
Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia is flown 
over the White House, the Capitol, the Departments of State, Defense, and 
Veterans Affairs, the Selective Service System Headquarters, the National 
Vietnam Veterans and Korean War Veterans Memorials, U.S. Military In-
stallations, national cemeteries, and other locations across our country. The 
flag is a reminder of our continued commitment to those brave patriots im-
prisoned while serving in conflicts around the world and of our pledge to 
continue to achieve the fullest possible accounting for all our men and 
women in uniform who are still missing. Americans are blessed with the 
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freedom made possible by the service and sacrifice of so many. On Na-
tional POW/MIA Recognition Day, our entire Nation honors and pays spe-
cial tribute to our prisoners of war and those who remain missing. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Friday, September 16, 2005, 
as National POW/MIA Recognition Day. I call upon the people of the 
United States to join me in saluting all American POWs and those missing 
in action who valiantly served our country. I call upon Federal, State, and 
local government officials and private organizations to observe this day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7931 of September 16, 2005 

National Hispanic Heritage Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Throughout our history, America has been a land of diversity and has bene-
fitted from the contributions of people of different backgrounds brought to-
gether by a love of liberty. During National Hispanic Heritage Month, we 
celebrate the achievements of Hispanic Americans and the significant role 
they have played in making our Nation strong, prosperous, and free. 

The contributions of Hispanic Americans have made a positive impact on 
every part of our society. Americans of Hispanic descent are astronauts and 
athletes, doctors and teachers, lawyers and scientists. The vibrancy of our 
Nation’s Hispanic performers enriches music, dancing, and the arts. His-
panic Americans serve at every level of government, including as Attorney 
General of the United States and Secretary of Commerce. Latino entre-
preneurs are starting and growing businesses all across America, creating 
jobs and opportunities. The hard work and determination of Hispanic 
Americans continue to inspire all those who dream of a better life for them-
selves and their families. 

Our Nation’s Hispanic community has contributed to the advance of free-
dom abroad and to the defense of freedom at home. In every generation, 
Hispanic Americans have served valiantly in the United States military. 
Today there are more than 200,000 Hispanic Americans serving in the 
Armed Forces, and our Nation is grateful for their courage and sacrifice. 
In addition, thousands of Hispanic Americans are helping to defend and 
protect our homeland by serving as police officers and firefighters. All 
Americans are thankful for their daily work in helping to keep our Nation 
safe. 

During National Hispanic Heritage Month, we join together to recognize the 
proud history and rich culture of Hispanic Americans. To honor the 
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achievements of Hispanic Americans, the Congress, by Public Law 100– 
402, as amended, has authorized and requested the President to issue annu-
ally a proclamation designating September 15 through October 15 as ‘‘Na-
tional Hispanic Heritage Month.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim September 15 through October 15, 2005, 
as National Hispanic Heritage Month. I call upon public officials, edu-
cators, librarians, and all the people of the United States to observe this 
month with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7932 of September 16, 2005 

Constitution Day and Citizenship Day, Constitution Week, 
2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

More than two centuries after our Founding Fathers gathered in 1787 in 
Philadelphia, our Nation continues to be guided by the Constitution they 
drafted. 

The Constitution of the United States reflects our ideals and establishes a 
practical system of government. It provides for three separate branches— 
the legislative, the executive, and the judicial—with defined responsibil-
ities and with checks and balances among the branches. Under our Con-
stitution, both the Federal Government and the State governments advance 
the will of the people through the people’s representatives. To protect the 
rights of our citizens and maintain the rule of law, Article III of the Con-
stitution provides for a judiciary of independent judges who have life ten-
ure. 

These fundamental principles—separation of powers, federalism, and an 
independent judiciary—have endured, and they have been essential to our 
Nation’s progress toward equal justice and liberty for all. On Constitution 
Day and Citizenship Day and during Constitution Week, we celebrate the 
genius of our Constitution and reaffirm our commitment to its stated pur-
poses: ‘‘to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity.’’ 

In remembrance of the signing of the Constitution and in recognition of the 
Americans who strive to uphold the duties and responsibilities of citizen-
ship, the Congress, by joint resolution of February 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 106, 
as amended), designated September 17 as ‘‘Constitution Day and Citizen-
ship Day,’’ and by joint resolution of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 108, as 
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amended), requested that the President proclaim the week beginning Sep-
tember 17 and ending September 23 of each year as ‘‘Constitution Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim September 17, 2005, as Constitution Day 
and Citizenship Day, and September 17 through September 23, 2005, as 
Constitution Week. I encourage Federal, State, and local officials, as well 
as leaders of civic, social, and educational organizations, to conduct cere-
monies and programs that celebrate our Constitution and reaffirm our rights 
and obligations as citizens of our great Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7933 of September 16, 2005 

National Farm Safety and Health Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As stewards of our natural resources, farmers and ranchers play a crucial 
role in keeping our Nation strong. This year’s theme for National Farm 
Safety and Health Week, ‘‘Harvesting Safety and Health,’’ encourages those 
in the agriculture industry to practice and promote safe working conditions 
and reminds all Americans of the vital contributions of farmers and ranch-
ers to our country. 

Our farming communities embody the American values of hard work, faith, 
love of family, and love of country. Their skill and dedication feed, clothe, 
and provide energy for Americans and others around the world. 

Agricultural workers face one of the most hazardous work environments in 
America. Farmers and ranchers operate heavy machinery, work in inclem-
ent weather, and tend livestock. Because of these risks, taking safety pre-
cautions is vital for agricultural workers. By implementing preventive 
measures and increasing our knowledge of first aid, we can greatly reduce 
many hazards of farm and ranch labor. Utilizing safety features and keeping 
children from working or playing in potentially hazardous areas also can 
limit injuries and help farmers and ranchers protect their families. 

Our farmers and ranchers help keep our Nation strong and advance the op-
portunities that come from freedom. During National Farm Safety and 
Health Week, we recognize the significant contributions of farmers and 
ranchers to our Nation and encourage the further development of work en-
vironments that will ensure their safety. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 18 through Sep-
tember 24, 2005, as National Farm Safety and Health Week. I call upon the 
agencies, organizations, and businesses that serve America’s agricultural 
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workers to continue strengthening their commitment to promoting farm 
safety and health programs. I also urge all Americans to recognize the men 
and women cultivating our land who contribute to the vitality and pros-
perity of our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7934 of September 16, 2005 

Family Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Families are a source of hope, stability, and love. On Family Day, we cele-
brate the special bonds that link children and parents, and we recognize 
the importance of parental involvement in the lives of their children. By 
providing guidance, support, and unconditional love, families help shape 
the character and future of our Nation. 

In a free and compassionate society, the public good depends upon the pri-
vate character of our citizens. That character is formed and shaped from 
a child’s earliest days through the love and guidance of family. Families 
help children understand the difference between right and wrong and the 
importance of making good choices. Regular family activities allow parents 
to be actively involved in the lives of their children and instill important 
values of honesty, compassion, and respect for others. By raising young 
people in a loving and secure environment, parents help them develop into 
successful adults and responsible citizens. 

Parents and family are a bedrock of love and support, and my Administra-
tion is committed to strengthening families. My 2006 budget proposes $240 
million for initiatives that promote responsible fatherhood and encourage 
healthy marriages. Through competitive grants to State-based programs and 
faith-based and community organizations, we are helping support their 
good work. As parents continue to raise healthy children, we can all help 
young people realize a bright and promising future. 

Strong families are the cornerstone of a strong America, and the well-being 
of families is a shared priority for all Americans. As we support families, 
we help build a Nation of opportunity and hope. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 26, 2005, as Fam-
ily Day. I call on the people of the United States to observe this day by 
spending time with family members and reaffirming the important relation-
ship between parents and children and the vital role that families play in 
our society. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7935 of September 21, 2005 

Gold Star Mother’s Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The men and women of America’s Armed Forces selflessly serve to protect 
our Nation, and they are among our greatest heroes. From the trenches of 
World War I to the beaches of Normandy, from Korea to Vietnam, from Af-
ghanistan to Iraq, many courageous members of our military have given 
their lives so that Americans could live in freedom and security. On Gold 
Star Mother’s Day, we recognize and pray for the devoted and patriotic 
mothers of these men and women in uniform who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice in defense of our liberty. 

America’s Gold Star Mothers carry a great burden of grief, yet they show 
a tremendous spirit of generosity in helping their fellow citizens. With 
kindness and understanding, they support members of our Armed Forces 
and their families, provide vital services to veterans, help to educate young 
people about good citizenship and our Nation’s founding ideals, and bring 
comfort to many in need. We commend these proud women for their com-
passion, commitment, and patriotism, and our Nation will always honor 
them for their sacrifice and service. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 115 of June 23, 1936 (49 Stat. 
1895 as amended), has designated the last Sunday in September as ‘‘Gold 
Star Mother’s Day’’ and has authorized and requested the President to issue 
a proclamation in its observance. On this day, we express our deep grati-
tude to our Nation’s Gold Star Mothers, and we ask God’s blessings on 
them and on their families. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim Sunday, September 25, 2005, as Gold Star 
Mother’s Day. I call upon all Government officials to display the flag of the 
United States over Government buildings on this solemn day. I also encour-
age the American people to display the flag and hold appropriate cere-
monies as a public expression of our Nation’s sympathy and respect for our 
Gold Star Mothers. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7936 of September 30, 2005 

National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Breast cancer is the second most common kind of cancer and the second 
leading cause of cancer deaths among women in the United States. During 
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, we renew our commitment to 
making progress in the fight to prevent, detect, treat, and cure this deadly 
disease. 

Although we do not yet know the exact causes of breast cancer, researchers 
have discovered several factors that can increase a person’s risk of devel-
oping the disease, including age, characteristics of certain genes, and a fam-
ily history of breast cancer. It is important for individuals to seek medical 
advice about risk factors and screening methods. 

Because treatment is more likely to be successful when breast cancer is de-
tected early, regular screening is vital. The National Cancer Institute (NCI) 
and the United States Preventive Services Task Force recommend that 
women age 40 and over have a mammogram every 1 to 2 years. Women 
with an increased risk of breast cancer should talk to their doctors about 
getting mammograms even before the age of 40. To increase awareness 
about the importance of regular screening, the NCI’s Cancer Information 
Service Partnership Program collaborates with nonprofit, private, and gov-
ernment agencies across the country to provide information to people most 
in need. 

America leads the world in medical research, and we are committed to 
continuing progress in the search for a cure for breast cancer. The National 
Institute of Environmental Health Sciences and the NCI are conducting re-
search into genetic and environmental factors that may increase breast can-
cer risk. The NCI is also sponsoring one of the largest studies ever con-
ducted on breast cancer prevention, enrolling more than 19,000 women. 
This year alone, the National Institutes of Health, the CDC, and the Depart-
ment of Defense will collectively spend more than $850 million on breast 
cancer research. 

This month, we recognize breast cancer survivors, those battling the dis-
ease, and the family members and friends who are a tireless source of love 
and encouragement for these individuals. Their courage, hope, and faith are 
an inspiration to all of us. We appreciate the efforts of medical profes-
sionals and researchers who work to find a cure for this deadly disease, 
and I urge all Americans to talk with friends and loved ones about the im-
portance of breast cancer screening and early detection. By working to-
gether, we can raise awareness and help people live longer and healthier 
lives. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 2005 as National 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I call upon Government officials, busi-
nesses, communities, health care professionals, educators, volunteers, and 
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all the people of the United States to continue our Nation’s strong commit-
ment to preventing and treating breast cancer and to finding a cure for this 
disease. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7937 of September 30, 2005 

National Disability Employment Awareness Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Across America, individuals with disabilities are making important con-
tributions in the workplace. This month, we celebrate their accomplish-
ments and reaffirm our commitment to ensuring that the opportunities of 
America are available and accessible to every citizen. 

Fifteen years ago, President George H. W. Bush signed into law the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), reducing barriers for millions of 
Americans with disabilities and providing a mandate for the elimination of 
discrimination in the workplace and in the community. Since the ADA was 
enacted, people with disabilities have been able to participate more fully 
in the workforce, and our Nation has become stronger and more just. Yet 
more work remains, and we continue our efforts to enable Americans with 
disabilities to live and work with greater freedom. 

In the spirit of the ADA, my Administration’s New Freedom Initiative has 
expanded access to assistive technologies, education, and opportunities for 
people with disabilities to integrate into the workforce. I signed into law 
legislation that improves the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act to 
ensure that our young people with disabilities are prepared for the many 
opportunities ahead. Through these and other efforts, we are working to en-
sure that Americans with disabilities can realize the promise of America. 

To recognize the contributions of Americans with disabilities and to en-
courage all citizens to ensure equal opportunity in the workforce, the Con-
gress, by joint resolution approved as amended (36 U.S.C. 121), has des-
ignated October of each year as ‘‘National Disability Employment Aware-
ness Month.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 2005 as National Disability Em-
ployment Awareness Month. I call upon Government officials, labor lead-
ers, employers, and the people of the United States to observe this month 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7938 of September 30, 2005 

National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Domestic violence is a great evil and an offense against human dignity that 
shatters lives and robs children of their innocence. Where it occurs, homes 
are transformed into places of danger and despair. During National Domes-
tic Violence Awareness Month, we renew our commitment to preventing 
domestic violence. 

We are making progress in the fight against violence in the home. Over the 
past decade, the domestic violence rate has declined by an estimated 59 
percent. But much work remains to be done. My Administration remains 
committed to preventing domestic abuse by supporting victims and pun-
ishing offenders. We have secured historic levels of funding for the Vio-
lence Against Women programs at the Department of Justice, presided over 
an increase in Federal prosecutions for crimes of violence against women, 
and implemented a program to help fund transitional housing for victims 
fleeing domestic abuse. 

To increase access to comprehensive support and services for victims of 
domestic violence, in 2003 I announced the creation of the Family Justice 
Center Initiative. These centers bring together police officers, attorneys, 
counselors, doctors, victims’ advocates, chaplains, and others so that do-
mestic violence victims can more easily find the help and support they 
need. The Department of Justice has awarded over $20 million to support 
the creation of 15 Family Justice Centers across the country, and several 
of these centers have already opened their doors and are making a dif-
ference in victims’ lives. 

Faith-based and community organizations are also making vital contribu-
tions in the effort to combat domestic violence. These organizations are fos-
tering an environment where victims can step out of the shadows and get 
the help and care they need. Through initiatives like the Faith-Based and 
Community Organization Rural Pilot Program and the Safe and Bright Fu-
tures for Children Initiative, the Departments of Justice and Health and 
Human Services are providing funding to support these organizations in 
their life-changing work. 

I appreciate all those who work to end domestic violence and to protect 
vulnerable members of our society. By working together, we continue to 
build a society that respects the life and dignity of every person. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 2005 as National Do-
mestic Violence Awareness Month. I urge all Americans to reach out to 
help victims of domestic violence and help to make ending domestic vio-
lence a national priority. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7939 of September 30, 2005 

Child Health Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Children are a precious gift, and we have a responsibility to help them real-
ize a hopeful and promising future. On Child Health Day, we underscore 
the importance of healthy and active lifestyles for our Nation’s young peo-
ple, and we reaffirm our commitment to helping them use their gifts to 
work toward a successful future. 

We have high aspirations for all our Nation’s children. Parents play the 
central role in ensuring the health and well-being of their children and in 
creating a safe and nurturing environment. Schools, communities, and gov-
ernment leaders can support the work of parents by helping to build a soci-
ety based on the fundamental values of respect, honesty, self-restraint, fair-
ness, and compassion. We must all continue to promote a culture of re-
sponsibility in which families and communities teach young people to un-
derstand that their decisions affect their health now and in the future. 

My Administration remains committed to giving parents, teachers, mentors, 
and communities the resources they need to help children avoid drugs, al-
cohol, violence, early sexual activity, and other dangerous behaviors. 
Through the Helping America’s Youth initiative, led by First Lady Laura 
Bush, we are helping children to overcome the challenges they may face 
so they can lead healthy lives and realize their full potential. 

Young people are America’s future leaders, and we can all work to instill 
the values that sustain a free society. On this day and throughout the year, 
I urge our citizens to give their time and talents to benefit our Nation’s 
youth. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 18, 1928, as amended 
(36 U.S.C. 105), has called for the designation of the first Monday in Octo-
ber as ‘‘Child Health Day’’ and has requested the President to issue a proc-
lamation in observance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim Monday, October 3, 2005, as Child Health 
Day. I call upon families, schools, child health professionals, faith-based 
and community organizations, and governments to help all our children 
discover the rewards of good health and wellness. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 08:40 Apr 06, 2006 Jkt 208006 PO 00000 Frm 00120 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\208006T.XXX 208006T



121 

Proclamations Proc. 7940 

Proclamation 7940 of October 6, 2005 

German-American Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

German Americans have played an important role in establishing America 
as a land where liberty is protected for all of its citizens. Each year on Ger-
man-American Day, we celebrate the contributions the millions of Ameri-
cans of German descent have made to our great Nation. 

Among the early German immigrants, many saw America as a beacon of 
religious freedom and an opportunity for an improved standard of living. 
German immigrants helped pioneer the first American colony at James-
town. Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg served as the first Speaker of the 
House of Representatives; in this role, he certified the final version of the 
Bill of Rights. 

Throughout our country’s history, men and women of German descent 
have worn the uniform of the United States military to defend our coun-
try’s freedom. Among these were Admiral Chester Nimitz, Commander in 
Chief of the United States Pacific Fleet during World War II, and General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, who went on to become one of America’s Presi-
dents of German ancestry. Today, German-American troops continue to 
serve proudly in our Nation’s Armed Forces. 

German Americans have enriched many other aspects of American life. Al-
bert Einstein’s advancements in the field of physics help define our under-
standing of the universe. Theodor Seuss Geisel, more commonly known as 
Dr. Seuss, has captivated the imaginations of children for generations with 
his timeless classics. Baseball great Lou Gehrig’s courage on and off the 
field continues to inspire the American spirit more than 60 years after his 
death. 

On German-American Day, we also honor the important friendship between 
the United States and Germany. Our nations share beliefs in human rights 
and dignity, and on this day, I join all Americans in celebrating the bonds 
that tie our two nations and in reaffirming the importance of our con-
tinuing friendship. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2005, as German- 
American Day. I encourage all Americans to celebrate the many contribu-
tions German Americans have made to our Nation’s liberty and prosperity. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7941 of October 7, 2005 

Fire Prevention Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Each year, fires kill or injure thousands of Americans and destroy or dam-
age billions of dollars worth of property. Many of these fires might have 
been prevented by taking appropriate precautions and following safety 
guidelines. During Fire Prevention Week, we highlight the need to prevent 
and prepare for fires, and we raise awareness of fire safety. We also honor 
our Nation’s brave firefighters. 

Each year, the National Fire Protection Association and the Department of 
Homeland Security’s United States Fire Administration raise awareness 
during Fire Prevention Week. This year’s theme is ‘‘Use Candles with 
Care.’’ Although the number of home fires has declined in recent years, the 
number of fires caused by candles has risen dramatically. Fortunately, the 
risk of candle fires can be lessened by following a few basic guidelines, in-
cluding never leaving candles unattended, keeping them away from flam-
mable items, and always keeping them out of reach of children. 

While many fires can be prevented by following precautions, families 
should still be prepared for the possibility of a fire by having working 
smoke alarms on every level of their homes. Families should also have a 
fire escape plan in place to help get everyone out of the home safely in 
case of an emergency. 

When fires occur, Americans depend on our courageous firefighters to be 
first on the scene and to save lives. Each year, more than 100 of our coun-
try’s firefighters die in the line of duty. Americans are grateful for the brave 
men and women who put themselves in harm’s way to rescue and protect 
their fellow citizens. During Fire Prevention Week, we recognize these he-
roes and honor their sacrifice. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 9 through October 
15, 2005, as Fire Prevention Week. On Sunday, October 9, 2005, in accord-
ance with Public Law 107–51, the flag of the United States will be flown 
at half-staff on all Federal office buildings in honor of the National Fallen 
Firefighters Memorial Service. I invite the people of the United States to 
participate in this observance by flying our Nation’s flag over their homes 
at half-staff on this day, to mark this week with appropriate programs and 
activities, and to renew efforts throughout the year to prevent fires and 
their tragic consequences. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of 
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7942 of October 7, 2005 

National School Lunch Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Since 1946, the National School Lunch Program has contributed to the wel-
fare of our Nation’s youth and the academic mission of our schools. Each 
year during National School Lunch Week, we recognize this valuable pro-
gram and highlight the continuing importance of providing America’s chil-
dren with access to nutritious meals. 

Today, nearly 100,000 public and private schools and residential child care 
institutions are implementing the National School Lunch Program, pro-
viding fresh fruits and vegetables, milk, and other nutritious food choices 
to an average of 29 million children each school day. The School Breakfast 
Program and the availability of after-school snacks as part of the School 
Lunch Program give children additional opportunities to receive a more 
wholesome diet. 

Through the National School Lunch Program, school officials and food 
service professionals continue to demonstrate their dedication to our Na-
tion’s youth. To support these efforts, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Team Nutrition provides important nutrition education programs for chil-
dren and technical training programs for food service professionals to assist 
them in preparing healthy school lunches. The National School Lunch Pro-
gram also supports the HealthierUS School Challenge, an initiative that rec-
ognizes schools and local communities for actively promoting healthy life-
styles. By encouraging healthy eating habits and access to nutritious food, 
we are helping America’s young people succeed in school, and we are 
helping protect them against childhood obesity, diabetes, and the risk of 
other serious health problems later in life. 

In recognition of the contributions of the National School Lunch Program 
to the health, education, and well-being of America’s children, the Con-
gress, by joint resolution of October 9, 1962 (Public Law 87–780), as 
amended, has designated the week beginning on the second Sunday in Oc-
tober of each year as ‘‘National School Lunch Week,’’ and has requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 9 through October 15, 2005, as Na-
tional School Lunch Week. I call upon all Americans to join the dedicated 
individuals who administer the National School Lunch Program in appro-
priate activities that support the health and well-being of our Nation’s chil-
dren. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of 
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7943 of October 7, 2005 

Leif Erikson Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

More than 1,000 years ago, Leif Erikson left the coast of Greenland and 
began a journey to explore new lands. He made that voyage in the spirit 
of discovery and became one of the first Europeans known to have reached 
North America, inspiring stories of bountiful lands and charting a way for 
future explorers to follow. On Leif Erikson Day, we celebrate the accom-
plishments of Leif Erikson and his crew, and we honor the many contribu-
tions of Nordic Americans to our Nation. 

The journey of Leif Erikson reflects the spirit that has made America 
strong, as the desire to explore and understand is part of our national char-
acter. Today, we continue to push the frontiers of knowledge in many areas 
and especially with our exploration of space, drawn to the heavens as we 
were once drawn to the open seas. 

Generations of Nordic Americans have come to our country with a sense 
of determination and optimism, and they have helped build a stronger and 
more vibrant Nation. On Leif Erikson Day, we celebrate Nordic Americans, 
as well as the ties between America and the Nordic nations. We are joined 
by a common respect for liberty, human rights, and the dignity of every 
person. Working together, we are spreading freedom and hope, and we are 
helping to build a better and more compassionate world. 

To honor Leif Erikson, son of Iceland and grandson of Norway, and to cele-
brate our citizens of Nordic-American heritage, the Congress, by joint reso-
lution (Public Law 88–566) approved on September 2, 1964, has authorized 
and requested the President to proclaim October 9 of each year as ‘‘Leif 
Erikson Day.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 2005, as Leif Erikson Day. I call 
upon all Americans to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies, ac-
tivities, and programs to honor our rich Nordic-American heritage. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of 
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7944 of October 7, 2005 

Columbus Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Christopher Columbus’ journey across uncharted waters in 1492 changed 
the course of history. Overcoming many obstacles, the explorer from Genoa 
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pursued a dream that carried him to the ‘‘New World’’ and helped launch 
an age of exploration, leading to the founding of new countries across the 
Americas. Through the years, the desire to discover and understand has 
been a part of our Nation’s character, and Columbus’ spirit has inspired 
generations of explorers and inventors. On Columbus Day, we honor Chris-
topher Columbus and the vision that carried him on his historic voyage. 

Since 1934, when President Roosevelt first proclaimed the national holi-
day, our Nation has observed Columbus Day to mark the moment when the 
Old World met the New. As we recognize Columbus’ legacy, we also cele-
brate the contributions of Italian Americans to our Nation’s growth and 
well-being. Americans of Italian descent are musicians and athletes, doctors 
and lawyers, teachers and first responders. They are serving bravely in our 
Armed Forces. From our country’s first days, the sons and daughters of 
Italy have brought honor to themselves and enriched our national life. 

More than 500 years after Columbus’ journey, we are honored that the 
Italian Republic is among our closest friends and strongest allies. On Co-
lumbus Day, we celebrate this strong bond between America and Italy. 

In commemoration of Columbus’ journey, the Congress, by joint resolution 
of April 30, 1934, and modified in 1968 (36 U.S.C. 107), as amended, has 
requested that the President proclaim the second Monday of October of 
each year as ‘‘Columbus Day.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 10, 2005, as Columbus Day. I call 
upon the people of the United States to observe this day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. I also direct that the flag of the United States be 
displayed on all public buildings on the appointed day in honor of Chris-
topher Columbus. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of 
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7945 of October 7, 2005 

General Pulaski Memorial Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America’s freedom has been achieved with great sacrifice. In the Revolu-
tionary War, General Casimir Pulaski gave his life for the cause of freedom. 
Today, we honor his selfless contributions and heroic service. 

Born in Poland, Casimir Pulaski fought Russian oppression in his home-
land. In 1776, Benjamin Franklin met Pulaski in France and successfully 
recruited him to join the American fight for liberty. In America, Pulaski 
distinguished himself at the Battle of Brandywine and was commissioned 
as a Brigadier General by General George Washington. After raising his own 
legion, a special infantry and cavalry division that included many foreign- 
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born troops, he helped defend Charleston, South Carolina, before being 
mortally wounded at the siege of Savannah in 1779. 

General Pulaski exemplifies the spirit and determination of Polish immi-
grants to America, and he embodies our Nation’s highest ideals. On this 
day, we express our gratitude for all the contributions of Polish Americans 
to our Nation and for the strong relationship between the United States and 
Poland. By honoring this lasting friendship and remembering heroes like 
General Pulaski, we reaffirm our commitment to advancing our country’s 
founding ideals and carry forward our heritage of freedom. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2005, as General 
Pulaski Memorial Day. I encourage Americans to commemorate this occa-
sion with appropriate programs and activities honoring Casimir Pulaski and 
all those who defend freedom. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of 
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7946 of October 14, 2005 

National Character Counts Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

During National Character Counts Week, we focus on ways to reach out to 
our fellow Americans, especially children. Parents are the first and best ex-
ample of character in a child’s life. By volunteering and performing other 
acts of service in their communities, parents can teach children about the 
good that comes from helping others. By extending a hand to those who 
suffer, parents can demonstrate kindness and compassion and help chil-
dren learn the importance of serving a cause greater than themselves. 

Our schools also play a vital part in providing children with the principles 
they need to grow and succeed. The Department of Education supports 
character education through its Partnerships in Character Education Pro-
gram. During my Administration, over 60 State and local education agen-
cies have received funding from the Department of Education to provide 
programs that teach important values to our youth. 

Many citizens around the country are helping in the effort to teach char-
acter to children. One of the most important ways to contribute is to be-
come a mentor. By showing love, support, and compassion, one person can 
make a difference in the life of a child. 

During National Character Counts Week and throughout the year, I encour-
age children and all Americans to make good choices in life, set high 
standards, and serve as leaders. By working together, we can all contribute 
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to a culture of good citizenship and responsibility that strengthens our Na-
tion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 16 through October 
22, 2005, as National Character Counts Week. I call upon public officials, 
educators, librarians, parents, students, and all Americans to observe this 
week with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7947 of October 14, 2005 

National Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve Week, 
2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In times of crisis, our Nation depends on the courage and determination 
of the members of our National Guard and Reserve. Across our country, 
these dedicated citizen-soldiers are answering the call to serve. During Na-
tional Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve Week, we honor the 
vital contributions of members of our Guard and Reserve, and we express 
our gratitude for the support shown to them by their employers. 

In every generation, America has turned to the National Guard and Reserve 
to help respond to natural disasters, secure our homeland, and defend our 
liberty. Today, National Guard and Reserve personnel are serving on the 
front lines of freedom in the war on terror, and they have provided vital 
relief to our citizens affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Balancing the 
demands of their families, civilian careers, and military assignments, mem-
bers of our Guard and Reserve demonstrate personal courage, love of coun-
try, and a commitment to duty that inspires all Americans. 

Employers play a critical role in helping the men and women of the Na-
tional Guard and Reserve carry out their mission. In offices, schools, hos-
pitals, and other workplaces, employers provide time off, pay, health-care 
benefits, and job security to their Guard and Reserve employees. These pa-
triotic efforts allow our men and women in uniform to focus on their mili-
tary assignments and help strengthen our country. Americans are grateful 
to these employers for putting the needs of our citizens and our country’s 
safety and security first. 

As we continue to fight terrorism and advance peace around the world, 
Americans stand strongly and proudly behind the men and women of the 
National Guard and Reserve, and we express our appreciation for the com-
mitment of their employers. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 16 through October 
22, 2005, as National Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve Week. 
I encourage all Americans to join me in expressing our thanks to members 
of our National Guard and Reserve and their civilian employers for their 
patriotism and sacrifices on behalf of our Nation. I also call upon State and 
local officials, private organizations, businesses, and all military com-
manders to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7948 of October 14, 2005 

National Forest Products Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America’s forests are a source of pride, and they provide crucial products 
and materials for our citizens and communities. As we celebrate National 
Forest Products Week, we recognize the importance of our forests to our 
economy and way of life, and we reaffirm our commitment to protecting 
them through wise stewardship and sensible land management. 

Across our Nation, people and businesses use forest products to meet their 
daily needs. Forests provide paper for books and newspapers, lumber for 
homes and buildings, and materials for countless other items. As good citi-
zens, we have a shared responsibility to cultivate and sustain our forests 
and minimize the risk of catastrophic fires that harm people, property, and 
the environment. 

My Administration has made good forest stewardship a priority. Through 
the Healthy Forests Initiative, we are reducing the frequency and severity 
of wildfires by thinning out and removing forest undergrowth before dis-
aster strikes. The commonsense management practices we are imple-
menting are helping to strengthen our economy, keep communities safe, 
save the lives of firefighters, and protect threatened and endangered habi-
tats and wildlife. 

Sound conservation policies and responsible maintenance provide im-
proved protection for our forests and greater economic prosperity for our 
citizens. During National Forest Products Week, we renew our commitment 
to sustain America’s forests. 

Recognizing the importance of our forests, the Congress, by Public Law 86– 
753 (36 U.S.C. 123), as amended, has designated the week beginning on the 
third Sunday in October of each year as ‘‘National Forest Products Week’’ 
and has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in 
observance of this week. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 16 through October 22, 2005, as 
National Forest Products Week. I call upon all Americans to observe this 
week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7949 of October 14, 2005 

White Cane Safety Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Americans who are blind or visually impaired are valuable and contrib-
uting members of our society, and many use a white cane to help them suc-
ceed at school, home, or work. White canes give these individuals greater 
mobility and enable them to participate in more aspects of community life. 
On White Cane Safety Day, we celebrate the progress that has been made 
for those who are blind or visually impaired, and we reaffirm our commit-
ment to ensuring that these citizens can live and work with greater freedom 
and independence. 

One of our Nation’s defining values is compassion, and we must make cer-
tain that all our citizens are able to harness their talents, engage in produc-
tive work, and participate fully in society. My Administration is working 
to fulfill this goal for individuals with disabilities through the New Free-
dom Initiative. This comprehensive program helps increase the develop-
ment and use of assistive and universally designed technologies, expand 
educational and employment opportunities, and improve access into daily 
community life. By working to reduce barriers and change old ways of 
thinking, we can help ensure that our Nation’s opportunities are more ac-
cessible to all. 

The Congress, by joint resolution (Public Law 88–628) approved on Octo-
ber 6, 1964, as amended, has designated October 15 of each year as ‘‘White 
Cane Safety Day.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 2005, as White Cane Safety 
Day. I call upon public officials, business leaders, educators, librarians, and 
all the people of the United States to observe this day with appropriate 
ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7950 of October 20, 2005 

United Nations Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Sixty years ago, the United Nations was created to spread hope and liberty, 
fight poverty and disease, and help secure human rights and human dignity 
for people everywhere. On United Nations Day, we recommit ourselves to 
the ideals on which this organization was founded. 

Throughout history, the human spirit has been tested by the forces of dark-
ness and evil. Since its founding in the aftermath of World War II, the 
United Nations has worked to solve problems and harness the best instincts 
of humankind. Today, we must continue efforts to ease suffering, spread 
freedom, and lay the foundations of lasting peace for our children and 
grandchildren. 

In the aftermath of last year’s tsunami in the Indian Ocean region and this 
month’s earthquakes in South Asia, we have witnessed the great capacity 
of human compassion. The support from the United Nations demonstrated 
how nations of the world can unite in common purpose to address difficult 
challenges. This enduring truth inspired those who created the United Na-
tions, and it continues to do so 60 years later. With courage and con-
science, we will meet our responsibilities to protect the lives and rights of 
others. As we do this, we will help fulfill the great promise of the United 
Nations, ensuring that all people can enjoy the peace, freedom, and dignity 
our Creator intended. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 24, 2005, as United 
Nations Day. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of other areas under the 
flag of the United States to honor the observance of United Nations Day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7951 of October 30, 2005 

Death of Rosa Parks 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a mark of respect for the memory of Rosa Parks, I hereby order, by the 
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States 
of America, that on the day of her interment, the flag of the United States 
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shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and upon all public build-
ings and grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on all naval 
vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and through-
out the United States and its Territories and possessions until sunset on 
such day. I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same 
period at all United States embassies, legations, consular offices, and other 
facilities abroad, including all military facilities and naval vessels and sta-
tions. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7952 of November 2, 2005 

National Adoption Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

All children deserve strong families with mothers and fathers who are there 
to protect and love them. Every year, thousands of Americans extend the 
gift of family to a child through adoption. During National Adoption 
Month, we recognize the compassion of adoptive and foster families and 
renew our pledge to finding loving and stable homes for children in need. 

Many of our citizens have revealed the good heart of America by opening 
their homes to children through adoption. We are grateful to every family 
who provides a safe, nurturing environment for their adopted children. Last 
year, an estimated 51,000 children were adopted from our Nation’s foster 
care system, and tens of thousands more were adopted through private 
agencies and from overseas. Today, more than 118,000 children remain in 
foster care in the United States awaiting adoption. On November 19, Na-
tional Adoption Day, thousands of these children will celebrate the final-
ization of their adoptions and go to their new homes, secure in the love 
of families they can now call their own. 

My Administration remains committed to encouraging adoption. This year, 
24 States, the District of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
were recognized through our Adoption Incentives Program for their efforts 
to enhance their adoption and child welfare programs. These efforts have 
contributed to an increase in adoptions from 28,000 per year in 1996 to an 
estimated 51,000 in 2004. In addition, the AdoptUSKids initiative, which 
includes public service announcements in English and Spanish and a 
website, www.AdoptUSKids.org, has helped place more than 5,000 chil-
dren in permanent homes over the last 3 years. 

As we observe National Adoption Month, we recognize the many caring 
families who have made a difference in a child’s life through adoption. By 
giving these children the love, guidance, and support they need to grow, 
adoptive and foster families play a vital role in helping the next generation 
of Americans achieve their dreams. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2005 as National 
Adoption Month. I call on all Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate programs and activities to honor adoptive families and to participate 
in efforts to find permanent homes for waiting children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7953 of November 2, 2005 

National Diabetes Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Americans of all ages and backgrounds live with diabetes. Nearly 21 mil-
lion of our citizens have this disease, and researchers estimate that more 
than 6 million of these individuals have not been diagnosed and are un-
aware they have it. National Diabetes Month is an opportunity to educate 
citizens about diabetes and what they can do to help prevent and treat this 
disease. 

Type 1 diabetes, once known as juvenile diabetes, destroys insulin-pro-
ducing cells and usually strikes children and teenagers. Nearly 95 percent 
of all diabetics suffer from type 2 diabetes, a condition in which the body 
fails to produce or to use insulin properly. Type 2 diabetes typically occurs 
in inactive or obese adults or individuals with a family history of the dis-
ease and now increasingly appears in inactive or overweight children. Be-
cause of a lack of insulin, diabetics face potential blindness, nontraumatic 
amputations, kidney disease, and increased risk of heart disease and stroke. 

Studies have shown that minor weight loss and daily exercise can help pre-
vent and reduce the effects of diabetes. I encourage all Americans to follow 
the new dietary guidelines released by the Department of Health and 
Human Services earlier this year that emphasize the importance of nutri-
tious foods and regular physical activity. In addition to taking steps toward 
a healthier lifestyle, Americans should consult their doctors for preventive 
screenings to detect diabetes in its earliest stages. Under the Medicare Pre-
scription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003, these 
screenings are now covered for Medicare beneficiaries. These simple tests 
can save lives and help prevent this potentially life-threatening illness. 

My Administration remains committed to fighting diabetes through re-
search and prevention, and we will continue to support the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH) and others in their efforts to combat this disease. This 
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year, the NIH dedicated more than $1 billion to diabetes research. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the NIH are also spon-
soring the National Diabetes Education Program, which has helped to in-
form more than 180 million Americans in the last 3 years about healthy 
choices and the risk factors of diabetes. 

During National Diabetes Month and throughout the year, we pay tribute 
to the doctors, nurses, scientists, researchers, and all those dedicated to the 
fight against diabetes. I urge the millions of Americans living with this dis-
ease and all citizens to lead healthy lives and to motivate others to do the 
same. By working together to prevent this disease, we can improve the 
quality of life for more Americans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2005 as National 
Diabetes Month. I call upon all Americans to learn more about the risk fac-
tors and symptoms associated with diabetes and to observe this month with 
appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7954 of November 2, 2005 

National Hospice Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The great strength of America lies in the hearts and souls of our citizens. 
During National Hospice Month, we recognize hospice caregivers who are 
building a more compassionate society, where life is valued and those in 
need can count on the love and support of others. We also recognize the 
courage and strength of terminally ill patients and their families. 

When we help those who hurt and those in pain, we become part of our 
Nation’s armies of compassion. Hospice programs provide an option for in-
dividuals with terminal illnesses to be cared for as they choose in their 
final days, often in their own homes and surrounded by the love of their 
families. The doctors, nurses, counselors, volunteers, and others who pro-
vide hospice care throughout our country bring comfort to those most in 
need every day, treating terminally ill patients with the dignity and respect 
they deserve. By dedicating themselves to the care of those approaching the 
end of life, they demonstrate great love. 

The compassion reflected in hospice care is one of the reasons America has 
the best health care system in the world. Our whole Nation is grateful for 
the good work of our dedicated medical professionals and hospice care-
givers. By taking the time to care for others, they are making America a bet-
ter place. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2005 as National 
Hospice Month. I encourage all our citizens to observe this month with ap-
propriate programs and activities. I also ask Americans to recognize our 
health care professionals and volunteers for their contributions to helping 
those facing terminal illness receive quality care. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7955 of November 2, 2005 

Veterans Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Americans owe a great debt of gratitude to those who have sacrificed for 
our liberty and for the security of our Nation. We express deep apprecia-
tion to our veterans—the men and women who stepped forward when 
America needed them, triumphed over brutal enemies, liberated continents, 
and answered the prayers of millions around the globe. 

From the beaches of Normandy and the snows of Korea to the mountains 
of Afghanistan and the deserts of Iraq, our courageous veterans have sac-
rificed so that Americans and others could live in freedom. As we mark 
the 60th anniversary of the end of World War II this year, we remember 
the millions of veterans who crossed oceans and defeated two of the most 
ruthless military forces the world has ever known. The freedom that the 
children and grandchildren of these veterans now enjoy is a monument to 
their fallen comrades and the generations of patriots who have served our 
country. 

Through their commitment to freedom, America’s veterans have lifted mil-
lions of lives and made our country and the world more secure. They have 
demonstrated to us that freedom is the mightiest force on Earth. We resolve 
that their sacrifices will always be remembered by a grateful Nation. 

With respect for and in recognition of the contributions our service men 
and women have made to the cause of peace and freedom around the 
world, the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 11 of 
each year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday to honor veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim November 11, 2005, as Veterans Day and 
urge all Americans to observe November 6 through November 12, 2005, as 
National Veterans Awareness Week. I urge all Americans to recognize the 
valor and sacrifice of our veterans through ceremonies and prayers. I call 
upon Federal, State, and local officials to display the flag of the United 
States and to encourage and participate in patriotic activities in their com-
munities. I invite civic and fraternal organizations, places of worship, 
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schools, businesses, unions, and the media to support this national observ-
ance with commemorative expressions and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7956 of November 2, 2005 

National American Indian Heritage Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

National American Indian Heritage Month honors the many contributions 
and accomplishments of American Indians and Alaska Natives. During No-
vember, we remember the legacy of the first Americans and celebrate their 
vibrant and living traditions. 

The American Indian experience is central to the American story, and my 
Administration is committed to helping Native American cultures across 
the United States continue to flourish. One of the most important ways to 
ensure a successful future is through education. Over the past 4 years, my 
Administration has provided more than $1 billion for the construction and 
renovation of Bureau of Indian Affairs schools. We also offer direct assist-
ance for educator and counselor training to help make sure every classroom 
has a qualified teacher and every child has the tools he or she needs to 
succeed. As we work with tribal leaders to provide students with a supe-
rior education that respects the unique culture and traditions of the com-
munity, we can help ensure every child has the opportunity to realize their 
dreams. 

To enhance energy opportunities and strengthen tribal economies, my Ad-
ministration is working to ease the regulatory barriers associated with tribal 
energy development. In August, I signed the Energy Policy Act of 2005, al-
locating $2 billion in the form of grants, loans, and loan guarantees for ex-
ploration, development, and production of energy. This legislation will 
help ensure that latest energy technologies are being used throughout our 
country. 

Since the earliest days of our Republic, Native Americans have played a 
vital role in our country’s freedom and security. From the Revolutionary 
War scouts to the Code Talkers of World War II, Native Americans have 
served in all branches of America’s Armed Forces. Today, that proud tradi-
tion continues, with Native Americans bravely defending our country in 
Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom and helping to spread lib-
erty around the world. America is grateful to all our service men and 
women who serve and sacrifice in the defense of freedom. 

Our young country is home to an ancient, noble, and enduring native cul-
ture, and my Administration recognizes the defining principles of tribal 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 08:40 Apr 06, 2006 Jkt 208006 PO 00000 Frm 00135 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\208006T.XXX 208006T



136 

Title 3—The President Proc. 7957 

sovereignty and the right to self-determination. By working together, gov-
ernment to government, on important education, economic, and energy ini-
tiatives, we can strengthen America and build a future of hope and promise 
for all Native Americans. This month, we pay tribute to the American Indi-
ans and Alaska Natives who continue to shape our Nation. I encourage all 
citizens to learn more about the rich heritage of Native Americans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2005 as National 
American Indian Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to commemo-
rate this month with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7957 of November 2, 2005 

National Family Caregivers Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Each November, as Americans reflect on our many blessings, we observe 
National Family Caregivers Month and give thanks for the selfless service 
of family caregivers on behalf of their loved ones in need. The tireless de-
votion of these Americans brings comfort and peace of mind to our Na-
tion’s elderly and to those who are chronically ill or disabled. 

Family caregivers play an important role in communities across the United 
States. They provide most of the homecare services in our country and 
work hard to meet the emotional and physical needs of the family members 
and friends for whom they care. Through the National Family Caregiver 
Support Program, my Administration continues to encourage States and 
local agencies on aging to partner with faith-based, community, and tribal 
organizations. These partnerships can offer family caregivers the important 
information, counseling, training, respite care, and support services they 
need. 

This November, enrollment begins under the new Medicare prescription 
drug benefit, which offers more affordable access to prescription drugs, bet-
ter health care choices, and extra help to low-income seniors and bene-
ficiaries with disabilities. This new coverage will help family caregivers, 
who often inform or make medical decisions for those they care for, by en-
suring that their loved ones receive the best health care available. 

Every day, family caregivers sacrifice their own needs to offer their loved 
ones the opportunity to live with dignity and independence in familiar sur-
roundings. Their love, selflessness, and devotion inspire us all and dem-
onstrate the compassionate spirit of America. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2005 as National 
Family Caregivers Month. I encourage all Americans to honor and support 
those who serve as caregivers to their family members, friends, and neigh-
bors in need. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7958 of November 3, 2005 

National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month is an opportunity to recog-
nize the strength of family members, doctors, nurses, volunteers, and others 
who provide care for those living with this devastating disease. During this 
month, we also reaffirm our commitment to victims of this disease. We 
hope to enhance the quality of life for Alzheimer’s patients and improve 
prevention and treatment. 

Approximately 4.5 million Americans are affected by Alzheimer’s disease. 
The disease gradually destroys parts of the brain that control memory, 
learning, communication, and reason. As it progresses, individuals may 
also experience changes in behavior and personality, leading to severely 
impaired cognitive abilities and the need for full-time care and assistance. 
Age remains the greatest risk factor—the National Institute on Aging esti-
mates that the percentage of people who develop Alzheimer’s disease dou-
bles for each 5-year age group beyond 65. Alzheimer’s affects nearly half 
of those over 85. 

While there is no known cure or certain treatment, researchers are learning 
more about what causes this tragic disease and how to control its symp-
toms. My Administration remains committed to funding medical research 
programs to help prevent, treat, and find a cure for Alzheimer’s disease. 
The National Institute on Aging has begun new initiatives to improve de-
velopment and testing of medicines that may slow progression of the dis-
ease. The Department of Veterans Affairs is supporting research through its 
Geriatric Research, Education and Clinical Centers, and the Administration 
on Aging is working to improve home and community-based services for 
Alzheimer’s patients. By working together, we can learn more about treat-
ment options and bring greater comfort to those afflicted with this disease. 

Our Nation is grateful for the scientists, researchers, and health care profes-
sionals who are dedicated to treating Alzheimer’s patients and finding a 
cure. We are also grateful for the hard work and compassionate spirit of 
family members and caregivers. Their efforts reflect the character and spirit 
of America. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2005 as National 
Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month. I call upon all Americans to ob-
serve this month with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of No-
vember, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7959 of November 3, 2005 

Revoking Proclamation 7924 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

WHEREAS, the provisions of subchapter IV of chapter 31 of title 40, United 
States Code, 40 U.S.C. 3141–3148, and the provisions of all other acts, Ex-
ecutive Orders, proclamations, rules, regulations, or other directives pro-
viding for the payment of wages, which provisions are dependent upon de-
terminations by the Secretary of Labor under section 3142 of title 40, 
United States Code, were suspended by Proclamation 7924 of September 8, 
2005, within specified geographic areas affected by Hurricane Katrina until 
otherwise provided; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and the laws of the United States, including section 202 of the National 
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622, do by this Proclamation revoke, effective 
November 8, 2005, Proclamation 7924 as to all contracts for which bids are 
opened or negotiations concluded on or after November 8, 2005. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of No-
vember, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7960 of November 9, 2005 

World Freedom Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On November 9, 1989, citizens of East Germany crowded the checkpoints 
at the Berlin Wall and forced their way to freedom. In the ensuing weeks 
and months, this unquenchable thirst for liberty led to the collapse of the 
Soviet empire and the downfall of communism in the Soviet Union. Today, 
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most of the Central and Eastern European nations that once formed part of 
the Soviet bloc are thriving democracies and allies in the cause of peace 
and freedom. 

The fall of the Berlin Wall showed the world that the love of liberty is 
stronger than the will of tyranny. In this new century, free nations are 
again responding to a global campaign of terror with a global campaign of 
freedom. We are working to extend the promise of freedom in our country, 
to renew the values that sustain our liberty, and to spread the peace that 
freedom brings. 

On World Freedom Day, we commemorate the fall of the Berlin Wall and 
the reunification of the German people. We honor the men and women 
who fought against communist oppression and all those who continue to 
fight against tyranny. We also renew our commitment to advancing liberty, 
democracy, and human rights. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 9, 2005, as World 
Freedom Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activities and to reaffirm their dedica-
tion to freedom and democracy. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7961 of November 18, 2005 

National Farm-City Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Farming is America’s first industry, and the success of America’s farmers 
and ranchers is crucial to the prosperity of our country. During National 
Farm-City Week, we recognize the important relationship between rural 
and urban industries that helps keep our farmers and our Nation strong. 

America’s farmers and ranchers work hard, and they provide a healthy, 
safe, and abundant food supply for our citizens and for countless individ-
uals abroad. In order to make their goods available to the public, they de-
pend on partnerships with processors, transporters, marketers, distributors, 
and many others. These cooperative networks make up America’s robust 
agricultural industry and account for about one-sixth of all jobs in the 
United States. 

My Administration understands that our farm economy is a source of 
strength for our Nation, and we remain committed to advancing policies 
that will improve our country’s agricultural industry. We have successfully 
implemented the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002, which 
significantly increased conservation funding and provided an important 
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safety net for our farmers. Earlier this year, I signed the Central American- 
Dominican Republic Free Trade Agreement, which will help ensure that 
free trade is fair trade and level the playing field for American products 
exported to Central America. To continue to open new markets for Amer-
ica’s farmers and ranchers, we must also work for a free and fair global 
trading system. Through the World Trade Organization’s Doha Round of 
trade negotiations, we are seeking to reduce and eliminate tariffs and other 
barriers to U.S. agricultural goods. 

As we celebrate National Farm-City Week, we express appreciation for 
those who make a living off the land. Their hard work and dedication to 
maintaining strong networks between rural areas and urban communities 
helps to feed, clothe, and provide energy for Americans and others around 
the world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 18 through No-
vember 24, 2005, as National Farm-City Week. I encourage all Americans 
to join in recognizing the great accomplishments of our farmers and ranch-
ers and the entrepreneurship and ingenuity of countless others who 
produce America’s agricultural goods. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day 
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7962 of November 15, 2005 

America Recycles Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On America Recycles Day, we recognize the importance of recycling and 
using products made with recycled materials. Today, Americans recycle 
many items, including motor oil, tires, aluminum cans, plastic, glass, bat-
teries, and building materials. These community efforts are designed to 
make a difference in our environment and help improve our quality of life. 

The Federal Government is working to expand opportunities for recycling 
across our country. I recently signed into law the Energy Policy Act of 
2005, which will increase the use of recycled materials in Federal construc-
tion projects. In addition, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) oper-
ates the Resource Conservation Challenge, a national effort to encourage 
manufacturers, businesses, and consumers to raise the national recycling 
rate to 35 percent. To help achieve this goal, the EPA launched the Plug- 
In To eCycling Campaign in cooperation with American businesses. This 
partnership helps increase awareness about the importance of reusing and 
safely recycling electronics and provides the public with additional oppor-
tunities to recycle. 
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Throughout the year, I encourage individuals, businesses, and government 
entities to participate in recycling programs in their communities. These ef-
forts contribute to a culture of responsible citizenship and good steward-
ship of our natural heritage, and they can help ensure a cleaner, safer, and 
healthier environment for our children and grandchildren. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 15, 2005, as 
America Recycles Day. I call upon the people of the United States to ob-
serve this day with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day 
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7963 of November 18, 2005 

Thanksgiving Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Thanksgiving Day is a time to remember our many blessings and to cele-
brate the opportunities that freedom affords. Explorers and settlers arriving 
in this land often gave thanks for the extraordinary plenty they found. And 
today, we remain grateful to live in a country of liberty and abundance. We 
give thanks for the love of family and friends, and we ask God to continue 
to watch over America. 

This Thanksgiving, we pray and express thanks for the men and women 
who work to keep America safe and secure. Members of our Armed Forces, 
State and local law enforcement, and first responders embody our Nation’s 
highest ideals of courage and devotion to duty. Our country is grateful for 
their service and for the support and sacrifice of their families. We ask 
God’s special blessings on those who have lost loved ones in the line of 
duty. 

We also remember those affected by the destruction of natural disasters. 
Their tremendous determination to recover their lives exemplifies the 
American spirit, and we are grateful for those across our Nation who an-
swered the cries of their neighbors in need and provided them with food, 
shelter, and a helping hand. We ask for continued strength and persever-
ance as we work to rebuild these communities and return hope to our citi-
zens. 

We give thanks to live in a country where freedom reigns, justice prevails, 
and hope prospers. We recognize that America is a better place when we 
answer the universal call to love a neighbor and help those in need. May 
God bless and guide the United States of America as we move forward. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
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laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 24, 
2005, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all Americans to gath-
er together in their homes and places of worship with family, friends, and 
loved ones to reinforce the ties that bind us and give thanks for the free-
doms and many blessings we enjoy. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day 
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7964 of November 21, 2005 

National Family Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Families give our society direction and purpose. During National Family 
Week, we celebrate the many contributions families make to our country. 

Throughout America’s history, families have been the foundation of our so-
ciety and a source of stability and love for every generation. Strong families 
teach children to live moral lives and help us pass down the values that 
define a caring society. By nurturing a child’s personal development and 
providing a safe environment for growth, families prepare our Nation’s 
youth to realize the promise of America. Family is one of the three corner-
stones of the Helping America’s Youth initiative, led by First Lady Laura 
Bush. We are working with families, schools, and communities to help 
children make right choices and build healthy, successful lives. Through 
USA Freedom Corps, my Administration is also providing opportunities for 
families to volunteer together and make a positive difference in their com-
munities. 

At this crucial hour in the history of freedom, our Nation is grateful for 
the sacrifice of our military families who love and support the men and 
women of our Armed Forces. My Administration is committed to providing 
a better quality of life for our military families and helping them plan for 
the future. During National Family Week and throughout the year, Ameri-
cans stand solidly behind the men and women of our Armed Forces and 
join all military families as they pray for the safety and strength of their 
sons and daughters, husbands and wives, and fathers and mothers. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 20 through No-
vember 26, 2005, as National Family Week. I invite the States, commu-
nities, and all the people of the United States to join together in observing 
this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities to honor our Nation’s 
families. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7965 of November 22, 2005 

National Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month, 
2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

During National Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month, we renew 
our efforts to educate all Americans about the tragic consequences of im-
paired driving and encourage all Americans to drive responsibly. 

Every year, too many of our citizens get behind the wheel of an automobile 
after drinking alcohol or using drugs. This puts drivers, passengers, and 
others on the road at risk. Last year alone, drunk driving killed more than 
16,000 people and accounted for more than 30 percent of all motor vehicle 
deaths. 

My Administration remains committed to saving lives and preventing inju-
ries resulting from drunk and drugged driving. The Department of Trans-
portation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration oversees the 
‘‘You Drink & Drive. You Lose.’’ program, which educates our citizens 
about the dangers of driving under the influence. This campaign also en-
courages lifesaving measures to help keep impaired drivers off the road— 
including sobriety checkpoints, saturation patrols, and prosecution of those 
who break the law. To protect our Nation’s young people and deter under-
age drinking, the Helping America’s Youth initiative, led by First Lady 
Laura Bush, is promoting positive youth development and educating our 
children about the dangers associated with alcohol and drug use. With the 
help of parents, educators, and faith-based and community organizations, 
this initiative teaches our children to avoid alcohol and drug use, make 
healthy choices, and build lives of purpose. 

Keeping drunk and drugged drivers off the road is vital for the safety of 
our loved ones and fellow citizens. All Americans can encourage respon-
sible actions and work to ensure that those around them do not operate a 
vehicle while under the influence. When law enforcement, communities, 
and individuals unite against impaired driving, lives are saved and our Na-
tion’s roadways are made safer for everyone. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 2005 as National 
Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month. I encourage all Americans 
to help keep our Nation’s roadways safe by making responsible decisions 
and taking appropriate measures to prevent drunk and drugged driving. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7966 of November 28, 2005 

National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, we pray for those lost on De-
cember 7, 1941, and we honor the courage of a generation of Americans 
who devoted themselves to one of the great missions in our country’s his-
tory. After the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor took more than 2,400 Amer-
ican lives, millions of our citizens answered the call to defend our liberty, 
and the world witnessed the power of freedom to overcome tyranny. 

Liberty’s ultimate triumph was far from clear in the early days of World 
War II. When our country was attacked at Pearl Harbor, America was 
emerging from the Great Depression, and several nations had larger armies 
than the United States. In Asia and Europe, country after country had fall-
en before the armies of militaristic tyrants. However, the brave and deter-
mined men and women of our Nation maintained their faith in the power 
of freedom and democracy. They fought and won a world war against two 
of the most ruthless regimes the world has ever known. In the years since 
those victories, the power of freedom and democracy has transformed 
America’s enemies in World War II into close friends. 

Today, our goal is to continue to spread freedom and democracy and to se-
cure a more peaceful world for our children and grandchildren. We are 
grateful to the men and women who are defending our flag and our free-
dom in the first war of the 21st century. These patriots are protecting our 
country and our way of life by upholding the tradition of honor, bravery, 
and integrity demonstrated by those who fought for our Nation in World 
War II. The service and sacrifice of our World War II veterans continue to 
inspire people across our country, and we remain deeply grateful for all 
that these heroes have done for the cause of freedom. 

The Congress, by Public Law 103–308, as amended, has designated Decem-
ber 7 of each year as ‘‘National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim December 7, 2005, as National Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day. I encourage all Americans to observe this solemn occa-
sion with appropriate ceremonies and activities. I urge all Federal agencies, 
interested organizations, groups, and individuals to fly the flag of the 
United States at half-staff this December 7 in honor of those who died as 
a result of their service at Pearl Harbor. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the 
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Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7967 of December 1, 2005 

World AIDS Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On World AIDS Day, we remember those who have lost their lives to AIDS, 
and we recommit ourselves to fighting and preventing HIV/AIDS and to 
comforting those infected and their loved ones. 

The United States is working with its partners around the world to turn 
the tide against HIV/AIDS. In May 2003, we committed $15 billion over 5 
years to support treatment, prevention, and care. This plan is designed to 
support and strengthen the AIDS-fighting strategies of many nations, in-
cluding 15 affected countries in Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean. Approxi-
mately 400,000 men, women, and children in sub-Saharan Africa have re-
ceived life-saving treatment supported through this program. This is a re-
markable improvement from 2 years ago, when just 50,000 people in sub- 
Saharan Africa were receiving treatment for HIV/AIDS. The plan focuses on 
the ABC prevention message—Abstain, Be faithful, and use Condoms— 
with abstinence being the only sure way to prevent the sexual transmission 
of HIV/AIDS. We are also working with faith-based and community organi-
zations and local leaders around the world to expand testing facilities, up-
grade clinics and hospitals, and train and support medical personnel. 

Here at home, more than 1 million people suffer from HIV/AIDS. To stop 
the spread of this virus, we are focusing extraordinary Federal efforts and 
resources to increase routine voluntary testing, improve access to life-ex-
tending care, and develop a vaccine. We are also grateful for the work of 
faith-based and community programs whose efforts in these areas are help-
ing to improve the lives of our citizens. 

On World AIDS Day, we recognize the effect of HIV/AIDS and renew our 
commitment to defeat this pandemic. Americans believe that every life 
matters and every person counts. The United States will continue to spread 
a vision of hope as we stand with people from around the world to face 
the challenges of HIV/AIDS with courage and determination. Together, we 
can build a better future for all. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 1, 2005, as World 
AIDS Day. I urge the Governors of the States and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, officials of the other territories subject to the jurisdiction of 
the United States, and the American people to join me in appropriate ac-
tivities to remember those who have lost their lives to this deadly disease 
and to comfort and support those living with HIV/AIDS. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of De-
cember, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7968 of December 9, 2005 

Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human Rights 
Week, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Americans believe that freedom is God’s gift to every man and woman in 
the world. The Founders adopted our Constitution to secure the blessings 
of liberty for the people of the United States, and since 1789, generations 
of Americans have defended and advanced freedom in our Nation. 

Throughout our history, the United States has also worked to extend the 
promise of liberty to other countries. We are continuing those efforts today. 
We are promoting democracies that respect freedom of speech, freedom of 
worship, and freedom of the press and that protect the rights of minorities 
and women. We are standing with dissidents and exiles against oppressive 
regimes and tyranny. 

This year has seen great advances in the spread of democracy and human 
rights. In January, more than eight million Iraqi men and women braved 
threats of violence to vote for a provisional government. In October, Iraqis 
voted in even greater numbers to approve a draft constitution for their 
country, and on December 15, they will return to the polls to elect a Coun-
cil of Representatives. Millions of Afghans voted in September in the first 
free legislative elections in Afghanistan in decades. Countries of the former 
Soviet bloc are emerging as thriving democracies. A free press is gaining 
ground in Kyrgyzstan, and civil institutions are being strengthened in 
Ukraine and Georgia. We have witnessed good progress this year, and 
America will continue this historic work to advance the cause of freedom. 

We remain confident in this cause because we have seen the power of free-
dom to overcome the dark ideologies of tyranny and terror. Freedom en-
ables men and women to live lives of dignity. And freedom gives the citi-
zens of a nation confidence in a future of peace for their children and 
grandchildren. As we observe Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and 
Human Rights Week, we renew our commitment to building a world where 
human rights are respected and protected by the rule of law and where all 
people can enjoy freedom and dignity. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 10, 2005, as 
Human Rights Day; December 15, 2005, as Bill of Rights Day; and the week 
beginning December 10, 2005, as Human Rights Week. I call upon the peo-
ple of the United States to mark these observances with appropriate cere-
monies and activities. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
December, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7969 of December 16, 2005 

Wright Brothers Day, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On December 17, 1903, a wooden aircraft lifted from the sands of Kitty 
Hawk, North Carolina, remaining airborne for 12 seconds and covering a 
distance of 40 yards. That first powered flight was a heroic moment in our 
Nation’s history and in the story of mankind. On Wright Brothers Day, we 
celebrate the journey that began at Kitty Hawk and commemorate the 
imagination, ingenuity, and determination of Orville and Wilbur Wright. 

The American experience in air and space is an epic of endurance and dis-
covery. The past 102 years have brought supersonic flight, space travel, and 
the exploration of the Moon and Mars. Charles Lindbergh’s solo, nonstop 
passage across the Atlantic Ocean and the record-breaking flights of Amelia 
Earhart captured the public’s imagination and encouraged the growth of 
aviation. Americans such as Chuck Yeager, the first man to break the sound 
barrier, and Alan Shepard, the first American in space, and Neil Armstrong 
and Buzz Aldrin, the first men on the Moon, led our Nation on a voyage 
of discovery. These pioneers explored the unknown and brought the bold 
dream of the Wright Brothers into the future. Their dedication and skill 
and that of countless others reflect the finest values of our country and 
have helped ensure that the United States continues to lead the world in 
flight. 

Americans will always be risk-takers for the sake of exploration. As we re-
member the achievements of the Wright Brothers, we look forward to chal-
lenging the frontiers of knowledge in a new century. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved December 17, 1963 (77 Stat. 
402; 36 U.S.C. 143) as amended, has designated December 17 of each year 
as ‘‘Wright Brothers Day’’ and has authorized and requested the President 
to issue annually a proclamation inviting the people of the United States 
to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim December 17, 2005, as Wright Brothers 
Day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day 
of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7970 of December 22, 2005 

To Take Certain Actions Under the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

1. Section 506A(a)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974 (the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 
2466a(a)(1)), as added by section 111(a) of the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act (title I of Public Law 106–200) (AGOA), authorizes the President 
to designate a country listed in section 107 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3706) 
as a ‘‘beneficiary sub-Saharan African country’’ if the President determines 
that the country meets the eligibility requirements set forth in section 104 
of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3703), as well as the eligibility criteria set forth 
in section 502 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462). 

2. Section 104 of the AGOA authorizes the President to designate a country 
listed in section 107 of the AGOA as an ‘‘eligible sub-Saharan African 
country’’ if the President determines that the country meets certain eligi-
bility requirements. 

3. Section 112(b)(3)(B) of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3721(b)(3)(B)) provides spe-
cial rules for certain apparel articles imported from ‘‘lesser developed bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African countries.’’ 

4. In Proclamation 7350 of October 2, 2000, the President designated the 
Islamic Republic of Mauritania (Mauritania) as a beneficiary sub-Saharan 
African country pursuant to section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act and pro-
vided that it would be considered a lesser developed beneficiary sub-Saha-
ran African country for purposes of section 112(b)(3)(B) of the AGOA. 

5. Section 506A(a)(3) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2466a(a)(3)) authorizes the 
President to terminate the designation of a country as a beneficiary sub-Sa-
haran African country for purposes of section 506A if he determines that 
the country is not making continual progress in meeting the requirements 
described in section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act. 

6. Pursuant to section 104 of the AGOA and section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 
Act, I have determined that the Republic of Burundi (Burundi) meets the 
eligibility requirements set forth or referenced therein, and I have decided 
to designate Burundi as an eligible sub-Saharan African country and as a 
beneficiary sub-Saharan African country. 

7. I further determine that Burundi satisfies the criterion for treatment as 
a ‘‘lesser developed beneficiary sub-Saharan African country’’ under sec-
tion 112(b)(3)(B) of the AGOA. 

8. Pursuant to section 506A(a)(3) of the 1974 Act, I have determined that 
Mauritania is not making continual progress in meeting the requirements 
described in section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act. Accordingly, I have de-
cided to terminate the designation of Mauritania as a beneficiary sub-Saha-
ran African country for purposes of section 506A of the 1974 Act, effective 
on January 1, 2006. 

9. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2483), as amended, authorizes 
the President to embody in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) of the 
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United States the substance of relevant provisions of that Act, or other acts 
affecting import treatment, and of actions taken thereunder. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, acting under authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States of America, including but not limited to sec-
tion 104 of the AGOA and sections 506A and 604 of the 1974 Act, do pro-
claim that: 

(1) Burundi is designated as an eligible sub-Saharan African country 
and as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country. 

(2) In order to reflect this designation in the HTS, general note 16(a) 
to the HTS is modified by inserting in alphabetical sequence in the list 
of beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries ‘‘Republic of Burundi.’’ 

(3) For purposes of section 112(b)(3)(B) of the AGOA, Burundi is a 
lesser developed beneficiary sub-Saharan African country. 

(4) The designation of Mauritania as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African 
country for purposes of section 506A of the 1974 Act is terminated, ef-
fective on January 1, 2006. 

(5) In order to reflect in the HTS that beginning January 1, 2006, Mau-
ritania shall no longer be designated as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African 
country, general note 16(a) to the HTS is modified by deleting ‘‘Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania’’ from the list of beneficiary sub-Saharan African 
countries. Further, U.S. note 2(d) to subchapter XIX of chapter 98 of the 
HTS is modified by removing ‘‘Islamic Republic of Mauritania’’ from the 
list of lesser developed beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries. 

(6) The modifications to the HTS made by paragraphs 2 and 5 of this 
proclamation shall be effective with respect to articles entered, or with-
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after January 1, 2006. 

(7) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive Orders 
that are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are su-
perseded to the extent of such inconsistency. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7971 of December 22, 2005 

To Implement the United States-Morocco Free Trade 
Agreement 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

1. On June 15, 2004, the United States entered into the United States-Mo-
rocco Free Trade Agreement (USMFTA). The USMFTA was approved by 
the Congress in section 101(a) of the United States-Morocco Free Trade 
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Agreement Implementation Act (the ‘‘USMFTA Act’’) (Public Law 108–302, 
118 Stat. 1103) (19 U.S.C. 3805 note). 

2. Section 105(a) of the USMFTA Act authorizes the President to establish 
or designate within the Department of Commerce an office that shall be re-
sponsible for providing administrative assistance to panels established 
under Chapter 20 of the USMFTA. 

3. Section 201 of the USMFTA Act authorizes the President to proclaim 
such modifications or continuation of any duty, such continuation of duty- 
free or excise treatment, or such additional duties as the President deter-
mines to be necessary or appropriate to carry out or apply Articles 2.3, 2.5, 
2.6, 4.1, 4.3.9, 4.3.10, 4.3.11, 4.3.13, 4.3.14, and 4.3.15, and the schedule 
of reductions with respect to Morocco set forth in Annex IV of the 
USMFTA. 

4. Consistent with section 201(a)(2) of the USMFTA Act, Morocco is to be 
removed from the enumeration of designated beneficiary developing coun-
tries eligible for the benefits of the Generalized System of Preferences 
(GSP). Further, consistent with section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974 (the 
‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2483), as amended, I have determined that other 
technical and conforming changes to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States (HTS) are necessary to reflect that Morocco is no longer eligi-
ble to receive benefits of the GSP. 

5. Section 203 of the USMFTA Act provides certain rules for determining 
whether a good is an originating good for the purposes of implementing 
preferential tariff treatment under the USMFTA. I have decided that it is 
necessary to include these rules of origin, together with particular rules ap-
plicable to certain other goods, in the HTS. 

6. Section 204 of the USMFTA Act authorizes the President to take certain 
enforcement actions relating to trade with Morocco in textile and apparel 
goods. 

7. Subtitle B of title III of the USMFTA Act authorizes the President to take 
certain actions in response to a request by an interested party for relief 
from serious damage or actual threat thereof to a domestic industry pro-
ducing certain textile or apparel articles. 

8. Executive Order 11651, as amended, establishes the Committee for the 
Implementation of Textile Agreements (CITA) to supervise the implementa-
tion of textile trade agreements. 

9. Section 604 of the 1974 Act, as amended, authorizes the President to em-
body in the HTS the substance of relevant provisions of that Act, or other 
acts affecting import treatment, and of actions taken thereunder. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, acting under authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States of America, including but not limited to sec-
tions 201, 203, 204, and 321–328 of the USMFTA Act, section 301 of title 
3, United States Code, and section 604 of the 1974 Act, do proclaim that: 

(1) In order to provide generally for the preferential tariff treatment 
being accorded under the USMFTA, to set forth rules for determining 
whether goods imported into the customs territory of the United States 
are eligible for preferential tariff treatment under the USMFTA, to pro-
vide certain other treatment to originating goods for the purposes of the 
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USMFTA, to provide tariff-rate quotas with respect to certain originating 
goods, to reflect Morocco’s removal from the enumeration of designated 
beneficiary developing countries for purposes of the GSP, and to make 
technical and conforming changes in the general notes to the HTS, the 
HTS is modified as set forth in Annex I of Publication No. 3721 of the 
United States International Trade Commission, entitled ‘‘Modifications to 
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States Implementing the 
United States-Morocco Free Trade Agreement’’ (Publication 3721), which 
is incorporated by reference into this proclamation. 

(2) In order to implement the initial stage of duty elimination provided 
for in the USMFTA, and to provide for future staged reductions in duties 
for products of Morocco for purposes of the USMFTA, the HTS is modi-
fied as provided in Annex II of Publication 3721, effective on the dates 
specified in the relevant sections of such publication and on any subse-
quent dates set forth for such duty reductions in that publication. 

(3) The Secretary of Commerce is authorized to exercise my authority 
under section 105(a) of the USMFTA Act to establish or designate an of-
fice within the Department of Commerce to carry out the functions set 
forth in that section. 

(4) (a) The amendments to the HTS made by paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
this proclamation shall be effective with respect to goods entered, or 
withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after the relevant 
dates indicated in Annex II to Publication 3721. 

(b) Except as provided in paragraph 4(a) of this proclamation, this 
proclamation shall be effective with respect to goods entered, or with-
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after January 1, 2006. 

(5) The CITA is authorized to exercise my authority under section 204 of 
the USMFTA Act to exclude textile and apparel goods from the customs 
territory of the United States; to determine whether an enterprise’s produc-
tion of, and capability to produce, goods are consistent with statements by 
the enterprise; to find that an enterprise has knowingly or willfully engaged 
in circumvention; and to deny preferential tariff treatment to textile and ap-
parel goods. 

(6) The CITA is authorized to exercise my authority under subtitle B of title 
III of the USMFTA Act to review requests, and to determine whether to 
commence consideration of such requests; to cause to be published in the 
Federal Register a notice of commencement of consideration of a request 
and notice seeking public comment; to determine whether imports of a Mo-
roccan textile or apparel article are causing serious damage, or actual threat 
thereof, to a domestic industry producing an article that is like, or directly 
competitive with, the imported article; and to provide relief from imports 
of an article that is the subject of such a determination. 

(7) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive Orders that are 
inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are superseded to 
the extent of such inconsistency. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the 
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Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7972 of December 22, 2005 

National Mentoring Month, 2006 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Through countless acts of kindness, mentors across America are changing 
our Nation for the better. Every child deserves the opportunity to realize 
the promise of our country, and mentors show that a single soul can make 
a difference in a young person’s life. During National Mentoring Month, we 
recognize the many individuals who dedicate their time, talents, and en-
ergy to help children develop character and integrity. 

Mentors are soldiers in the armies of compassion, sharing their time to help 
provide a supportive example for a young person. Mentors help children 
resist peer pressure, achieve results in school, stay off drugs, and make the 
right choices. Many people become mentors because of the impact of a 
mentor in their own lives, creating a chain of compassion over the course 
of generations. 

My Administration remains committed to promoting mentoring as an op-
portunity to strengthen our country. Through the Helping America’s Youth 
initiative, led by First Lady Laura Bush, we will continue to focus on iden-
tifying best practices and programs across this great Nation that are chang-
ing lives for the better and helping young people grow up to be responsible 
and successful adults. 

In 2006, my Administration will support funding programs to mentor chil-
dren who have a parent in prison and for youth at risk of gang influence 
and involvement. The Federal Government can also help local communities 
by fostering communication between those who are running successful pro-
grams and those who want to get involved. Americans can find valuable 
mentoring opportunities in their hometown by visiting the USA Freedom 
Corps website at www.USAFreedomCorps.gov or calling 1–877–USACORP. 

I appreciate the faith-based and community organizations and all those 
dedicated to improving the lives of America’s children through mentoring. 
By showing love, support, and compassion, one person can make a dif-
ference in the life of a child and help that child learn the importance of 
serving a cause greater than self. The teachers, coaches, religious leaders, 
relatives, and other caring adults who mentor contribute to a culture of 
good citizenship. Their efforts strengthen our country and demonstrate the 
great influence of one person’s kindness and its ability to touch a life. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 2006 as National 
Mentoring Month. I call upon the people of the United States to recognize 
the importance of mentoring, to look for opportunities to serve as mentors 
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in their communities, and to observe this month with appropriate activities 
and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 08:40 Apr 06, 2006 Jkt 208006 PO 00000 Frm 00153 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\208006T.XXX 208006T



VerDate Aug<31>2005 08:40 Apr 06, 2006 Jkt 208006 PO 00000 Frm 00154 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\208006T.XXX 208006T



155 

EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

Executive Order 13369 of January 7, 2005 

President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, and to assist in reforming the Federal In-
ternal Revenue Code to benefit all Americans, it is hereby ordered as fol-
lows: 

Section 1. Establishment. There is established the President’s Advisory 
Panel on Federal Tax Reform (Advisory Panel). 

Sec. 2. Membership. (a) The Advisory Panel shall be composed of up to 
nine members appointed by the President. 

(b) The President shall designate one member of the Advisory Panel to 
serve as Chair and one member to serve as Vice Chair. 
Sec. 3. Purpose. The purpose of the Advisory Panel shall be to submit to 
the Secretary of the Treasury in accordance with this order a report with 
revenue neutral policy options for reforming the Federal Internal Revenue 
Code. These options should: 

(a) simplify Federal tax laws to reduce the costs and administrative bur-
dens of compliance with such laws; 

(b) share the burdens and benefits of the Federal tax structure in an ap-
propriately progressive manner while recognizing the importance of 
homeownership and charity in American society; and 

(c) promote long-run economic growth and job creation, and better en-
courage work effort, saving, and investment, so as to strengthen the com-
petitiveness of the United States in the global marketplace. 

At least one option submitted by the Advisory Panel should use the Fed-
eral income tax as the base for its recommended reforms. 

Sec. 4. Administration. (a) The Department of the Treasury shall provide, 
to the extent permitted by law, administrative support and funding for the 
Advisory Panel. The Advisory Panel is established within the Department 
of the Treasury for administrative purposes only. 

(b) The Chair of the Advisory Panel shall convene and preside at the 
meetings of the Advisory Panel, determine its agenda after consultation 
with the Vice Chair, and direct its work. The Advisory Panel shall have 
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