
499 

Department of Veterans Affairs § 9.2 

and whisper, through the normal or-
gans of speech if such loss is caused by 
organic changes in such organs. Where 
such loss exists, the fact that some 
speech can be produced through the use 
of an artificial appliance or other or-
gans of the body will be disregarded. 

(k) The term inability to carry out ac-
tivities of daily living means the inabil-
ity to independently perform at least 
two of the six following functions: 

(1) Bathing. 
(2) Continence. 
(3) Dressing. 
(4) Eating. 
(5) Toileting. 
(6) Transferring in or out of a bed or 

chair with or without equipment. 
(l) The term pyogenic infection means 

a pus-producting infection. 
(m) The term contaminated substance 

means food or water made unfit for 
consumption by humans because of the 
presence of chemicals, radioactive ele-
ments, bacteria, or organisms. 

(n) The term chemical weapon means 
chemical substances intended to kill, 
seriously injure, or incapacitate hu-
mans through their physiological ef-
fects. 

(o) The term biological weapon means 
biological agents or microorganisms 
intended to kill, seriously injure, or in-
capacitate humans through their phys-
iological effects. 

(p) The term radiological weapon 
means radioactive materials or radi-
ation-producing devices intended to 
kill, seriously injure, or incapacitate 
humans through their physiological ef-
fects. 

(q) The term attending medical profes-
sional means a licensed physician, op-
tometrist, nurse practitioner, reg-
istered nurse, or physician assistant. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a), 1980A) 

[40 FR 4135, Jan. 28, 1975, as amended at 53 
FR 17698, May 18, 1988; 61 FR 20135, May 6, 
1996; 67 FR 52413, Aug. 12, 2002; 70 FR 75946, 
Dec. 22, 2005] 

§ 9.2 Effective date; applications. 
(a) The effective date of 

Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance 
will be in accordance with provisions 
set forth in 38 U.S.C. 1967. 

(b) The effective date of Veterans’ 
Group Life Insurance will be as follows: 

(1) For members whose 
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance 
coverage ceases under 38 U.S.C. 1968 
(a)(1)(A) and 38 U.S.C. 1968(a)(4), the ef-
fective date shall be the 121st day after 
termination of duty. An application 
and the initial premium must be re-
ceived by the administrative office 
within 120 days following termination 
of duty or separation or release from 
such assignment. 

(2) For members whose 
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance 
coverage was extended because of total 
disability, the effective date shall be 
the day following the end of the 1-year 
period of extended coverage or the day 
following the end of the total dis-
ability, whichever is the earlier date, 
but in no event before the 121st day fol-
lowing termination of duty. An appli-
cation and the initial premium must be 
received by the administrative office 
within 1 year following termination of 
duty. 

(3) For members who qualify for cov-
erage under 38 U.S.C. 1967(b), the effec-
tive date shall be the 121st day after 
termination of duty. An application, 
the initial premium, and proof of dis-
ability must be received by the admin-
istrative office within 120 days fol-
lowing termination of duty. 

(4) For members of the Individual 
Ready Reserve or the Inactive National 
Guard, the effective date shall be the 
date an application and the initial pre-
mium are received by the administra-
tive office. The application and initial 
premium must be received by the ad-
ministrative office within 120 days of 
becoming a member of either organiza-
tion. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1977(e)) 

(c) If either an application or the ini-
tial premium has not been received by 
the administrative office within the 
time limits set forth above, 
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance 
or Veterans’ Group Life Insurance cov-
erage may still be granted if an appli-
cation, the initial premium, and evi-
dence of insurability are received by 
the administrative office within 1 year 
and 120 days following termination of 
duty. 

(d) The effective date for 
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance 
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or Veterans’ Group Life Insurance in 
any case not otherwise covered under 
this section or under 38 U.S.C. 1967(a) 
shall be the date an application and the 
initial premium are received by the ad-
ministrative office. 

(e) For purposes of this section, an 
application, an initial premium, and 
any evidence necessary to effect 
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance 
or Veterans’ Group Life Insurance cov-
erage will be considered to have been 
received by the administrative office if: 

(1) They are properly addressed to 
the administrative office, and 

(2) The proper postage is affixed, and 
(3) They are legibly postmarked with-

in the time limit required for receipt 
by the administrative office. 

[61 FR 20135, May 6, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 35970, July 3, 1997] 

§ 9.3 Waiver or reduction of coverage. 
(a) Full-time coverage which is in ef-

fect will terminate or be reduced at 
midnight of the last day of the month 
a member’s written notice requesting 
such termination or reduction is re-
ceived by his or her uniformed service. 
In the case of a member paying pre-
miums directly to the administrative 
office, full-time coverage will termi-
nate or be reduced as of the last day of 
the month for which the last full pre-
mium was paid. Termination or reduc-
tion of coverage is effective for the en-
tire remaining period of active duty 
unless the member reinstates his or her 
coverage under the provisions of 38 
U.S.C. 1967(c). If, following termination 
of duty, a member reenters duty (in the 
same or another uniformed service), a 
waiver or reduction for the previous pe-
riod of duty will not apply to the sub-
sequent period of duty. 

(b) Part-time coverage will terminate 
or be reduced at the end of the last day 
of the period of duty then being per-
formed if the member is on active duty 
or active duty for training when the 
waiver or reduction is filed; at the end 
of the period of inactive duty training 
then being performed if the member is 
on inactive duty training when the 
waiver or reduction is filed; or on the 
date the waiver or reduction is received 
by his or her uniformed service if the 
member is not on active duty, active 
duty for training; or inactive duty 

training on the date the waiver or re-
duction is filed. 

(1) When a member insured under 
part-time coverage waives his or her 
right to group coverage or elects a re-
duced amount of insurance, such waiv-
er or election, unless changed, is effec-
tive throughout the period of the mem-
ber’s continuous reserve obligation in 
the same uniformed service. If, fol-
lowing termination of duty, the mem-
ber reenters duty or resumes the obli-
gation to perform duty (in the same or 
another uniformed service), the waiver 
or reduction will not apply to the sub-
sequent period of duty or obligation. 

(2) If a reservist insured under part- 
time coverage is called or ordered to 
active duty or active duty for training 
under a call or order that does not 
specify a period of less than 31 days and 
is separated or released from such duty 
and then resumes his or her reserve ob-
ligation, any waiver or election of re-
duced coverage made while eligible for 
part-time coverage, unless changed, 
shall be effective throughout the entire 
period of part-time coverage, the ac-
tive duty or active duty for training 
period and 120 days thereafter and the 
period of immediately resumed reserve 
obligation. 

(3) If a member, other than a member 
referred to in paragraph (b)(2) of this 
section, upon termination of duty 
qualifying him or her for full-time cov-
erage assumes an obligation to perform 
duty as a reservist, any waiver or elec-
tion previously made by the member 
shall not apply to coverage arising 
from his or her reservist obligation. 
Furthermore, during the 120 days fol-
lowing termination of such duty the 
full-time coverage shall not be reduced 
by any waiver or election made by a 
member as a reservist. 

[40 FR 4135, Jan. 28, 1975, as amended at 48 
FR 8070, Feb. 25, 1983; 53 FR 17698, May 18, 
1988. Redesignated and amended at 61 FR 
20135, May 6, 1996] 

§ 9.4 Beneficiaries and options. 
Any designation of beneficiary or 

election of settlement options is sub-
ject to the provisions of 38 U.S.C. 1970 
and 1977 and the following provisions: 

(a) Any designation of beneficiary or 
settlement option election made by 
any member insured under 
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