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of the vessel’s entire catch history to 
the new owner. 

(2) Trip-limited permits. An owner of a 
vessel with a trip- limited permit may 
request that the RA transfer the per-
mit to another vessel owned by the 
same entity. 

(c) Renewal. NMFS will not reissue a 
commercial vessel permit for South 
Atlantic snapper-grouper if the permit 
is revoked or if the RA does not receive 
an application for renewal within 60 
days of the permit’s expiration date. 

[70 FR 73388, Dec. 12, 2005] 

§ 622.19 South Atlantic rock shrimp 
limited access. 

(a) Applicability. For a person aboard 
a vessel to fish for rock shrimp in the 
South Atlantic EEZ off Georgia or off 
Florida or possess rock shrimp in or 
from the South Atlantic EEZ off Geor-
gia or off Florida, a limited access en-
dorsement for South Atlantic rock 
shrimp must be issued to the vessel and 
must be on board. 

(b) Transfer of an endorsement. A lim-
ited access endorsement for South At-
lantic rock shrimp is valid only for the 
vessel and owner named on the permit/ 
endorsement. To change either the ves-
sel or the owner, an application for 
transfer must be submitted to the RA. 
An owner of a vessel with an endorse-
ment may request that the RA transfer 
the endorsement to another vessel 
owned by the same entity, to the same 
vessel owned by another entity, or to 
another vessel with another owner. A 
transfer of an endorsement under this 
paragraph will include the transfer of 
the vessel’s entire catch history of 
South Atlantic rock shrimp to a new 
owner; no partial transfers are allowed. 

(c) Renewal. The RA will not reissue 
a limited access endorsement for South 
Atlantic rock shrimp if the endorse-
ment is revoked or if the RA does not 
receive a complete application for re-
newal of the endorsement within 1 year 
after the endorsement’s expiration 
date. 

(d) Non-renewal of inactive endorse-
ments. In addition to the sanctions and 
denials specified in § 622.4(j)(1), a lim-
ited access endorsement for South At-
lantic rock shrimp that is inactive for 
a period of 4 consecutive calendar years 
will not be renewed. For the purpose of 

this paragraph, ‘‘inactive’’ means that 
the vessel with the endorsement has 
not landed at least 15,000 lb (6,804 kg) of 
rock shrimp from the South Atlantic 
EEZ in a calendar year. 

(e) Reissuance of non-renewed permits. 
A permit that is not renewed under 
paragraph (d) of this section will be 
made available to a vessel owner ran-
domly selected from a list of owners 
who had documented landings of rock 
shrimp from the South Atlantic EEZ 
prior to 1996 but who did not qualify for 
an initial limited access endorsement. 
Owners’ names have been placed on the 
list in accordance with the procedures 
specified in the FMP for the Shrimp 
Fishery of the South Atlantic Region. 

[70 FR 73388, Dec. 12, 2005] 

Subpart C—Management 
Measures 

§ 622.30 Fishing years. 

The fishing year for species or species 
groups governed in this part is January 
1 through December 31 except for the 
following: 

(a) Allowable octocoral— October 1 
through September 30. 

(b) King and Spanish mackerel. The 
fishing year for the king and Spanish 
mackerel bag limits specified in 
§ 622.39(c)(1) is January 1 through De-
cember 31. The following fishing years 
apply only for the king and Spanish 
mackerel quotas specified in § 622.42(c): 

(1) Gulf migratory group king mack-
erel— July 1 through June 30. 

(2) Gulf migratory group Spanish mack-
erel—April through March. 

(3) South Atlantic migratory group king 
and Spanish mackerel—March through 
February. 

(c) Wreckfish— April 16 through April 
15. 

(d) South Atlantic greater amberjack— 
May 1 through April 30. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 3627, Jan. 25, 1999; 70 FR 39190, July 7, 
2005] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 71 FR 55106, 
Sept. 21, 2006, § 622.30 paragraph (e) was 
added, effective Oct. 23, 2006. For the conven-
ience of the user, the added text is set forth 
as follows: 
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§ 622.30 Fishing years. 

* * * * * 

(e) South Atlantic black sea bass—June 1 
through May 31. 

§ 622.31 Prohibited gear and methods. 

In addition to the prohibited gear/ 
methods specified in this section, see 
§§ 622.33, 622.34, and 622.35 for seasonal/ 
area prohibited gear/methods and 
§ 622.41 for species specific authorized 
and unauthorized gear/methods. 

(a) Explosives. An explosive (except an 
explosive in a powerhead) may not be 
used to fish in the Caribbean, Gulf, or 
South Atlantic EEZ. A vessel fishing in 
the EEZ for a species governed in this 
part, or a vessel for which a permit has 
been issued under § 622.4, may not have 
on board any dynamite or similar ex-
plosive substance. 

(b) Chemicals and plants. A toxic 
chemical may not be used or possessed 
in a coral area, and a chemical, plant, 
or plant-derived toxin may not be used 
to harvest a Caribbean coral reef re-
source in the Caribbean EEZ. 

(c) Fish traps. (1) A fish trap may not 
be used in the South Atlantic EEZ. 

(2) A fish trap may not be used or 
possessed in the Gulf EEZ west of 85°30′ 
W. long. and, after February 7, 2007, 
may not be used or possessed in the 
Gulf EEZ. 

(3) A fish trap used other than where 
authorized in paragraph (c) (1) or (2) of 
this section may be disposed of in any 
appropriate manner by the Assistant 
Administrator or an authorized officer. 

(d) Longlines for wreckfish. A bottom 
longline may not be used to fish for 
wreckfish in the South Atlantic EEZ. 
A person aboard a vessel that has a 
longline on board may not retain a 
wreckfish in or from the South Atlan-
tic EEZ. For the purposes of this para-
graph, a vessel is considered to have a 
longline on board when a power-oper-
ated longline hauler, a cable of diame-
ter suitable for use in the longline fish-
ery longer than 1.5 mi (2.4 km) on any 
reel, and gangions are on board. Re-
moval of any one of these three ele-
ments constitutes removal of a 
longline. 

(e) Poisons. (1) A poison, drug, or 
other chemical may not be used to fish 

for Caribbean reef fish in the Caribbean 
EEZ. 

(2) A poison may not be used to take 
Gulf reef fish in the Gulf EEZ. 

(3) A poison may not be used to fish 
for South Atlantic snapper-grouper in 
the South Atlantic EEZ. 

(f) Power-assisted tools. A power-as-
sisted tool may not be used in the Car-
ibbean EEZ to take a Caribbean coral 
reef resource or in the Gulf or South 
Atlantic EEZ to take allowable 
octocoral, prohibited coral, or live 
rock. 

(g) Powerheads. A powerhead may not 
be used in the Caribbean EEZ to har-
vest Caribbean reef fish or in the EEZ 
off South Carolina to harvest South 
Atlantic snapper-grouper. The posses-
sion of a mutilated Caribbean reef fish 
in or from the Caribbean EEZ, or a mu-
tilated South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
in or from the EEZ off South Carolina, 
and a powerhead is prima facie evidence 
that such fish was harvested by a 
powerhead. 

(h) Rebreathers and spearfishing gear. 
In the South Atlantic EEZ, a person 
using a rebreather may not harvest 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper with 
spearfishing gear. The possession of 
such snapper-grouper while in the 
water with a rebreather is prima facie 
evidence that such fish was harvested 
with spearfishing gear while using a re-
breather. 

(i) Sea bass pots. A sea bass pot may 
not be used in the South Atlantic EEZ 
south of 28°35.1′ N. lat. (due east of the 
NASA Vehicle Assembly Building, Cape 
Canaveral, FL). A sea bass pot de-
ployed in the EEZ south of 28°35.1′ N. 
lat. may be disposed of in any appro-
priate manner by the Assistant Admin-
istrator or an authorized officer. 

(j) Spears and hooks. A spear, hook, or 
similar device may not be used in the 
Caribbean EEZ to harvest a Caribbean 
spiny lobster. The possession of a 
speared, pierced, or punctured Carib-
bean spiny lobster in or from the Carib-
bean EEZ is prima facie evidence of vio-
lation of this section. 

(k) Traps for royal red shrimp in the 
Gulf EEZ and transfer at sea. A trap 
may not be used to fish for royal red 
shrimp in the Gulf EEZ. Possession of 
a trap and royal red shrimp on board a 
vessel is prohibited. A trap used to fish 
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for royal red shrimp in the Gulf EEZ 
may be disposed of in any appropriate 
manner by the Assistant Adminis-
trator or an authorized officer. In addi-
tion, royal red shrimp cannot be trans-
ferred in the Gulf EEZ, and royal red 
shrimp taken in the Gulf EEZ cannot 
be transferred at sea regardless of 
where the transfer takes place. 

(l) Gillnets and trammel nets in the Car-
ibbean EEZ. A gillnet or trammel net 
may not be used in the Caribbean EEZ 
to fish for Caribbean reef fish or Carib-
bean spiny lobster. Possession of a 
gillnet or trammel net and any Carib-
bean reef fish or Caribbean spiny lob-
ster in or from the Caribbean EEZ is 
prima facie evidence of violation of 
this paragraph (l). A gillnet or trammel 
net used in the Caribbean EEZ to fish 
for any other species must be tended at 
all times. 

(m) Weak link. A bottom trawl that 
does not have a weak link in the tick-
ler chain may not be used to fish in the 
Gulf EEZ. For the purposes of this 
paragraph, a weak link is defined as a 
length or section of the tickler chain 
that has a breaking strength less than 
the chain itself and is easily seen as 
such when visually inspected. 

(n) Gulf reef fish other than sand 
perch or dwarf sand perch may not be 
used as bait in any fishery, except that, 
when purchased from a fish processor, 
the filleted carcasses and offal of Gulf 
reef fish may be used as bait in trap 
fisheries for blue crab, stone crab, 
deep-water crab, and spiny lobster. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 13987, Mar. 25, 1997; 63 FR 10567, Mar. 4, 
1998; 63 FR 57590, Oct. 28, 1998; 67 FR 51079, 
Aug. 7, 2002; 70 FR 62080, Oct. 28, 2005; 70 FR 
76219, Dec. 23, 2005; 71 FR 45435, Aug. 9, 2006] 

§ 622.32 Prohibited and limited-har-
vest species. 

(a) General. The harvest and posses-
sion restrictions of this section apply 
without regard to whether the species 
is harvested by a vessel operating 
under a commercial vessel permit. The 
operator of a vessel that fishes in the 
EEZ is responsible for the limit appli-
cable to that vessel. 

(b) Prohibited species. Prohibited spe-
cies, by geographical area, are as fol-
lows: 

(1) Caribbean. (i) Caribbean prohibited 
coral may not be fished for or possessed 
in or from the Caribbean EEZ. The tak-
ing of Caribbean prohibited coral in the 
Caribbean EEZ is not considered un-
lawful possession provided it is re-
turned immediately to the sea in the 
general area of fishing. 

(ii) No person may fish for or possess 
goliath grouper and Nassau grouper in 
or from the Caribbean EEZ. Such fish 
caught in the Caribbean EEZ must be 
released immediately with a minimum 
of harm. 

(iii) Egg-bearing spiny lobster in the 
Caribbean EEZ must be returned to the 
water unharmed. An egg-bearing spiny 
lobster may be retained in a trap, pro-
vided the trap is returned immediately 
to the water. An egg-bearing spiny lob-
ster may not be stripped, scraped, 
shaved, clipped, or in any other manner 
molested, in order to remove the eggs. 

(iv) No person may fish for, or pos-
sess on board a fishing vessel, a Carib-
bean queen conch in or from the Carib-
bean EEZ, except during October 1 
through June 30 in the area east of 
64°34′ W. longitude which includes Lang 
Bank east of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Is-
lands. 

(2) Gulf. (i) Gulf and South Atlantic 
prohibited coral taken as incidental 
catch in the Gulf EEZ must be re-
turned immediately to the sea in the 
general area of fishing. In fisheries 
where the entire catch is landed 
unsorted, such as the scallop and 
groundfish fisheries, unsorted prohib-
ited coral may be landed ashore; how-
ever, no person may sell or purchase 
such prohibited coral. 

(ii) Goliath grouper may not be har-
vested or possessed in or from the Gulf 
EEZ. 

(iii) Red drum and Nassau grouper 
may not be harvested or possessed in or 
from the Gulf EEZ. Such fish caught in 
the Gulf EEZ must be released imme-
diately with a minimum of harm. 

(3) Mid-Atlantic. Red drum may not 
be harvested or possessed in or from 
the Mid-Atlantic EEZ south of a line 
extending in a direction of 115° from 
true north commencing at a point at 
40°29.6′ N. lat., 73°54.1′ W. long., such 
point being the intersection of the New 
Jersey/New York boundary with the 3- 
nm line denoting the seaward limit of 
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state waters. Red drum caught in such 
portion of the Mid-Atlantic EEZ must 
be released immediately with a min-
imum of harm. 

(4) South Atlantic. (i) Gulf and South 
Atlantic prohibited coral taken as inci-
dental catch in the South Atlantic EEZ 
must be returned immediately to the 
sea in the general area of fishing. In 
fisheries where the entire catch is land-
ed unsorted, such as the scallop and 
groundfish fisheries, unsorted prohib-
ited coral may be landed ashore; how-
ever, no person may sell or purchase 
such prohibited coral. 

(ii) Goliath grouper and Nassau 
grouper may not be harvested or pos-
sessed in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ. Goliath grouper and Nassau 
grouper taken in the South Atlantic 
EEZ incidentally by hook-and-line 
must be released immediately by cut-
ting the line without removing the fish 
from the water. 

(iii) Red drum may not be harvested 
or possessed in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ. Red drum caught in the 
South Atlantic EEZ must be released 
immediately with a minimum of harm. 

(iv) Wild live rock may not be har-
vested or possessed in the South Atlan-
tic EEZ. 

(v) It is intended that no female gold-
en crabs in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ be retained on board a vessel and 
that any female golden crab in or from 
the South Atlantic EEZ be released in 
a manner that will ensure maximum 
probability of survival. However, to ac-
commodate legitimate incidental catch 
and retention, the number of female 
golden crabs in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ retained on board a vessel 
may not exceed 0.5 percent, by number, 
of all golden crabs on board. See 
§ 622.45(f)(1) regarding the prohibition 
of sale of female golden crabs. 

(vi) South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
may not be possessed in whole, gutted, 
or filleted form by a person aboard a 
vessel fishing for or possessing golden 
crab in or from the South Atlantic EEZ 
or possessing a golden crab trap in the 
South Atlantic. Only the head, fins, 
and backbone (collectively the ‘‘rack’’) 
of South Atlantic snapper-grouper may 
be possessed for use as bait. 

(c) Limited-harvest species. A person 
who fishes in the EEZ may not com-

bine a harvest limitation specified in 
this paragraph (c) with a harvest limi-
tation applicable to state waters. A 
species subject to a harvest limitation 
specified in this paragraph (c) taken in 
the EEZ may not be transferred at sea, 
regardless of where such transfer takes 
place, and such species may not be 
transferred in the EEZ. 

(1) Cobia. No person may possess 
more than two cobia per day in or from 
the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or South Atlan-
tic EEZ, regardless of the number of 
trips or duration of a trip. 

(2) Cubera snapper. No person may 
harvest more than two cubera snapper 
measuring 30 inches (76.2 cm), TL, or 
larger, per day in the South Atlantic 
EEZ off Florida and no more than two 
such cubera snapper in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ off Florida may be 
possessed on board a vessel at any 
time. 

(3) Speckled hind and warsaw grouper. 
The possession of speckled hind and 
warsaw grouper in or from the South 
Atlantic EEZ is limited to one of each 
per vessel per trip. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 43959, Aug. 27, 1996; 62 FR 13988, Mar. 25, 
1997; 63 FR 10567, Mar. 4, 1998; 70 FR 62081, 
Oct. 28, 2005] 

§ 622.33 Caribbean EEZ seasonal and/ 
or area closures. 

(a) Seasonal closures. In addition to 
the other restrictions specified in this 
paragraph (a), fishing with pots, traps, 
bottom longlines, gillnets or trammel 
nets is prohibited year-round in the 
closed areas specified in paragraphs 
(a)(1), (a)(2), and (a)(3) of this section. 

(1) Mutton snapper spawning aggrega-
tion area. From March 1 through June 
30, each year, fishing is prohibited in 
that part of the following area that is 
in the EEZ. The area is bounded by 
rhumb lines connecting, in order, the 
points listed. 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 17°37.8′ 64°53.0′ 
B ............................................ 17°39.0′ 64°53.0′ 
C ............................................ 17°39.0′ 64°50.5′ 
D ............................................ 17°38.1′ 64°50.5′ 
E ............................................ 17°37.8′ 64°52.5′ 
A ............................................ 17°37.8′ 64°53.0′ 
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(2) Red hind spawning aggregation 
areas. From December 1 through Feb-
ruary 28, each year, fishing is prohib-
ited in those parts of the following 
areas that are in the EEZ. Each area is 
bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in 
order, the points listed. 

(i) East of St. Croix. 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 17°50.2′ 64°27.9′ 
B ............................................ 17°50.1′ 64°26.1′ 
C ............................................ 17°49.2′ 64°25.8′ 
D ............................................ 17°48.6′ 64°25.8′ 
E ............................................ 17°48.1′ 64°26.1′ 
F ............................................ 17°47.5′ 64°26.9′ 
A ............................................ 17°50.2′ 64°27.9′ 

(ii) West of Puerto Rico—(A) Bajo de 
Cico. 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 18°15.7′ 67°26.4′ 
B ............................................ 18°15.7′ 67°23.2′ 
C ............................................ 18°12.7′ 67°23.4′ 
D ............................................ 18°12.7′ 67°26.4′ 
A ............................................ 18°15.7′ 67°26.47 

(B) Tourmaline Bank. 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 18°11.2′ 67°22.4′ 
B ............................................ 18°11.2′ 67°19.2′ 
C ............................................ 18°08.2′ 67°19.2′ 
D ............................................ 18°08.2′ 67°22.4′ 
A ............................................ 18°11.2′ 67°22.4′ 

(C) Abrir La Sierra Bank. 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 18°06.5′ 67°26.9′ 
B ............................................ 18°06.5′ 67°23.9′ 
C ............................................ 18°03.5′ 67°23.9′ 
D ............................................ 18°03.5′ 67°26.9′ 
A ............................................ 18°06.5′ 67°26.9′ 

(3) Grammanik Bank closed area. (i) 
The Grammanik Bank closed area is 
bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in 
order, the following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 18°11.898′ 64°56.328′ 
B ............................................ 18°11.645′ 64°56.225′ 
C ............................................ 18°11.058′ 64°57.810′ 
D ............................................ 18°11.311′ 64°57.913′ 
A ............................................ 18°11.898′ 64°56.328′ 

(ii) From February 1 through April 
30, each year, no person may fish for or 
possess any species of fish, except high-
ly migratory species, in or from the 
Grammanik Bank closed area. This 
prohibition on possession does not 

apply to such fish harvested and landed 
ashore prior to the closure. For the 
purpose of paragraph (a)(4) of this sec-
tion, ‘‘fish’’ means finfish, mollusks, 
crustaceans, and all other forms of ma-
rine animal and plant life other than 
marine mammals and birds. ‘‘Highly 
migratory species’’ means bluefin, big-
eye, yellowfin, albacore, and skipjack 
tunas; swordfish; sharks (listed in Ap-
pendix A to part 635 of this title); and 
white marlin, blue marlin, sailfish, and 
longbill spearfish. 

(4) Red, black, tiger, yellowfin, or 
yellowedge grouper. From February 1 
through April 30, each year, no person 
may fish for or possess red, black, 
tiger, yellowfin, or yellowedge grouper 
in or from the Caribbean EEZ. This 
prohibition on possession does not 
apply to such grouper harvested and 
landed ashore prior to the closure. 

(5) Additional red hind closure. From 
December 1 through the last day of 
February, each year, no person may 
fish for or possess red hind in or from 
the Caribbean EEZ west of 67°10′ W. 
longitude. This prohibition on posses-
sion does not apply to red hind har-
vested and landed ashore prior to the 
closure. 

(6) Vermilion, black, silk, or blackfin 
snapper. From October 1 through De-
cember 31, each year, no person may 
fish for or possess vermilion, black, 
silk, or blackfin snapper in or from the 
Caribbean EEZ. This prohibition on 
possession does not apply to such snap-
per harvested and landed ashore prior 
to the closure. 

(7) Lane or mutton snapper. From 
April 1 through June 30, each year, no 
person may fish for or possess lane or 
mutton snapper in or from the Carib-
bean EEZ. This prohibition on posses-
sion does not apply to such snapper 
harvested and landed ashore prior to 
the closure. 

(b) Year-round area closures—(1) Hind 
Bank Marine Conservation District 
(MCD). The following activities are 
prohibited within the Hind Bank MCD: 
Fishing for any species, and anchoring 
by fishing vessels. The Hind Bank MCD 
is bounded by rhumb lines connecting, 
in order, the points listed. 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 18°13.2′ 65°06.0′ 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 01:32 Nov 18, 2006 Jkt 208224 PO 00000 Frm 00228 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\208224.XXX 208224



217 

Fishery Conservation and Management § 622.34 

Point North lat. West long. 

B ............................................ 18°13.2′ 64°59.0′ 
C ............................................ 18°11.8′ 64°59.0′ 
D ............................................ 18°10.7′ 65°06.0′ 
A ............................................ 18°13.2′ 65°06.0′ 

(2) [Reserved] 

[64 FR 60133, Nov. 4, 1999, as amended at 70 
FR 62081, Oct. 28, 2005] 

§ 622.34 Gulf EEZ seasonal and/or area 
closures. 

(a) Alabama SMZ. The Alabama SMZ 
consists of artificial reefs and sur-
rounding areas. In the Alabama SMZ, 
fishing by a vessel that is operating as 
a charter vessel or headboat, a vessel 
that does not have a commercial per-
mit for Gulf reef fish, as required under 
§ 622.4(a)(2), or a vessel with such a per-
mit fishing for Gulf reef fish is limited 
to hook-and-line gear with three or 
fewer hooks per line and spearfishing 
gear. A person aboard a vessel that 
uses on any trip gear other than hook- 
and-line gear with three or fewer hooks 
per line and spearfishing gear in the 
Alabama SMZ is limited on that trip to 
the bag limits for Gulf reef fish speci-
fied in § 622.39(b) and, for Gulf reef fish 
for which no bag limit is specified in 
§ 622.39(b), the vessel is limited to 5 per-
cent, by weight, of all fish on board or 
landed. The Alabama SMZ is bounded 
by rhumb lines connecting, in order, 
the following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 30°02.5′ 88°07.7′ 
B ............................................ 30°02.6′ 87°59.3′ 
C ............................................ 29°55.0′ 87°55.5′ 
D ............................................ 29°54.5′ 88°07.5′ 
A ............................................ 30°02.5′ 88°07.7′ 

(b) Florida middle grounds HAPC. 
Fishing with a bottom longline, bot-
tom trawl, dredge, pot, or trap is pro-
hibited year round in the area bounded 
by rhumb lines connecting, in order, 
the following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 28°42.5′ 84°24.8′ 
B ............................................ 28°42.5′ 84°16.3′ 
C ............................................ 28°11.0′ 84°00.0′ 
D ............................................ 28°11.0′ 84°07.0′ 
E ............................................ 28°26.6′ 84°24.8′ 
A ............................................ 28°42.5′ 84°24.8′ 

(c) Reef fish longline and buoy gear re-
stricted area. A person aboard a vessel 

that uses, on any trip, longline or buoy 
gear in the longline and buoy gear re-
stricted area is limited on that trip to 
the bag limits for Gulf reef fish speci-
fied in § 622.39(b)(1) and, for Gulf reef 
fish for which no bag limit is specified 
in § 622.39(b)(1), the vessel is limited to 
5 percent, by weight, of all fish on 
board or landed. The longline and buoy 
gear restricted area is that part of the 
Gulf EEZ shoreward of rhumb lines 
connecting, in order, the points listed 
in Table 1, in Appendix B of this part. 

(d) Tortugas marine reserves HAPC. 
The following activities are prohibited 
within the Tortugas marine reserves 
HAPC: Fishing for any species and bot-
tom anchoring by fishing vessels. 

(1) EEZ portion of Tortugas North. The 
area is bounded by rhumb lines con-
necting the following points: From 
point A at 24°40′00″ N. lat., 83°06′00″ W. 
long. to point B at 24°46′00″ N. lat., 
83°06′00″ W. long. to point C at 24°46′00″ 
N. lat., 83°00′00″ W. long.; thence along 
the line denoting the seaward limit of 
Florida′s waters, as shown on the cur-
rent edition of NOAA chart 11434, to 
point A at 24°40′00″ N. lat., 83°06′00″ W. 
long. 

(2) Tortugas South. The area is bound-
ed by rhumb lines connecting, in order, 
the following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 24°33′00″ 83°09′00″ 
B ............................................ 24°33′00″ 83°05′00″ 
C ............................................ 24°18′00″ 83°05′00″ 
D ............................................ 24°18′00″ 83°09′00″ 
A ............................................ 24°33′00″ 83°09′00″ 

(e) Shrimp/stone crab separation zones. 
Five zones are established in the Gulf 
EEZ and Florida’s waters off Citrus 
and Hernando Counties for the separa-
tion of shrimp trawling and stone crab 
trapping. Although Zone II is entirely 
within Florida’s waters, it is included 
in this paragraph (e) for the conven-
ience of fishermen. Restrictions that 
apply to Zone II and those parts of the 
other zones that are in Florida’s waters 
are contained in Rule 46–38.001, Florida 
Administrative Code. Geographical co-
ordinates of the points referred to in 
this paragraph (e) are as follows: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 28°59′30″ 82°45′36″ 
B ............................................ 28°59′30″ 83°00′10″ 
C ............................................ 28°26′01″ 82°59′47″ 
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Point North lat. West long. 

D ............................................ 28°26′01″ 82°56′54″ 
E ............................................ 28°41′39″ 82°55′25″ 
F ............................................ 28°41′39″ 82°56′09″ 
G ............................................ 28°48′56″ 82°56′19″ 
H ............................................ 28°53′51″ 82°51′19″ 
I 1 ............................................ 28°54′43″ 82°44′52″ 
J 2 ........................................... 28°51′09″ 82°44′00″ 
K ............................................ 28°50′59″ 82°54′16″ 
L ............................................. 28°41′39″ 82°53′56″ 
M 3 .......................................... 28°41′39″ 82°38′46″ 
N ............................................ 28°41′39″ 82°53′12″ 
O ............................................ 28°30′51″ 82°55′11″ 
P ............................................ 28°40′00″ 82°53′08″ 
Q ............................................ 28°40′00″ 82°47′58″ 
R ............................................ 28°35′14″ 82°47′47″ 
S ............................................ 28°30′51″ 82°52′55″ 
T ............................................ 28°27′46″ 82°55′09″ 
U ............................................ 28°30′51″ 82°52′09″ 

1 Crystal River Entrance Light 1A. 
2 Long Pt. (southwest tip). 
3 Shoreline. 

(1) Zone I is enclosed by rhumb lines 
connecting, in order, points A, B, C, D, 
T, E, F, G, H, I, and J, plus the shore-
line between points A and J. It is un-
lawful to trawl in that part of Zone I 
that is in the EEZ from October 5 
through May 20, each year. 

(2) Zone II is enclosed by rhumb lines 
connecting, in order, points J, I, H, K, 
L, and M, plus the shoreline between 
points J and M. 

(3) Zone III is enclosed by rhumb 
lines connecting, in order, points P, Q, 
R, U, S, and P. It is unlawful to trawl 
in that part of Zone III that is in the 
EEZ from October 5 through May 20, 
each year. 

(4) Zone IV is enclosed by rhumb lines 
connecting, in order, points E, N, S, O, 
and E. 

(i) It is unlawful to place a stone crab 
trap in that part of Zone IV that is in 
the EEZ from October 5 through De-
cember 1 and from April 2 through May 
20, each year. 

(ii) It is unlawful to trawl in that 
part of Zone IV that is in the EEZ from 
December 2 through April 1, each year. 

(5) Zone V is enclosed by rhumb lines 
connecting, in order, points F, G, K, L, 
and F. 

(i) It is unlawful to place a stone crab 
trap in that part of Zone V that is in 
the EEZ from October 5 through No-
vember 30 and from March 16 through 
May 20, each year. 

(ii) It is unlawful to trawl in that 
part of Zone V that is in the EEZ from 
December 1 through March 15, each 
year. 

(f) Southwest Florida seasonal trawl 
closure. From January 1 to 1 hour after 
official sunset on May 20, each year, 
trawling, including trawling for live 
bait, is prohibited in that part of the 
Gulf EEZ shoreward of rhumb lines 
connecting, in order, the following 
points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

B 1 .......................................... 26°16.0′ 81°58.5′ 
C ............................................ 26°00.0′ 82°04.0′ 
D ............................................ 25°09.0′ 81°47.6′ 
E ............................................ 24°54.5′ 81°50.5′ 
M 1 .......................................... 24°49.3′ 81°46.4′ 

1 On the seaward limit of Florida’s waters. 

(g) Reef fish stressed area. The stressed 
area is that part of the Gulf EEZ shore-
ward of rhumb lines connecting, in 
order, the points listed in Table 2, in 
Appendix B of this part. 

(1) A powerhead may not be used in 
the stressed area to take Gulf reef fish. 
Possession of a powerhead and a muti-
lated Gulf reef fish in the stressed area 
or after having fished in the stressed 
area constitutes prima facie evidence 
that such reef fish was taken with a 
powerhead in the stressed area. The 
provisions of this paragraph do not 
apply to the following species: dwarf 
sand perch, hogfish, and sand perch. 

(2) A roller trawl may not be used in 
the stressed area. Roller trawl means a 
trawl net equipped with a series of 
large, solid rollers separated by several 
smaller spacer rollers on a separate 
cable or line (sweep) connected to the 
footrope, which makes it possible to 
fish the gear over rough bottom, that 
is, in areas unsuitable for fishing con-
ventional shrimp trawls. Rigid framed 
trawls adapted for shrimping over un-
even bottom, in wide use along the 
west coast of Florida, and shrimp 
trawls with hollow plastic rollers for 
fishing on soft bottoms, are not consid-
ered roller trawls. 

(3) A fish trap may not be used in the 
stressed area. A fish trap used in the 
stressed area will be considered un-
claimed or abandoned property and 
may be disposed of in any appropriate 
manner by the Assistant Adminis-
trator (including an authorized offi-
cer). 

(h) Texas closure. (1) From 30 minutes 
after official sunset on May 15 to 30 
minutes after official sunset on July 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 01:32 Nov 18, 2006 Jkt 208224 PO 00000 Frm 00230 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\208224.XXX 208224



219 

Fishery Conservation and Management § 622.34 

15, trawling, except trawling for royal 
red shrimp beyond the 100-fathom (183- 
m) depth contour, is prohibited in the 
Gulf EEZ off Texas. 

(2) In accordance with the procedures 
and restrictions of the Fishery Man-
agement Plan for the Shrimp Fishery 
of the Gulf of Mexico, the RA may ad-
just the closing and/or opening date of 
the Texas closure to provide an earlier, 
later, shorter, or longer closure, but 
the duration of the closure may not ex-
ceed 90 days or be less than 45 days. No-
tification of the adjustment of the 
closing or opening date will be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(i) Tortugas shrimp sanctuary. (1) The 
Tortugas shrimp sanctuary is closed to 
trawling. The Tortugas shrimp sanc-
tuary is that part of the EEZ off Flor-
ida shoreward of rhumb lines con-
necting, in order, the following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

N 1 .......................................... 25°52.9′ 81°37.9′ 
F ............................................ 24°50.7′ 81°51.3′ 
G 2 .......................................... 24°40.1′ 82°26.7′ 
H 3 .......................................... 24°34.7′ 82°35.2′ 
P 4 .......................................... 24°35.0′ 82°08.0′ 

1 Coon Key Light. 
2 New Ground Rocks Light. 
3 Rebecca Shoal Light. 
4 Marquessas Keys. 

(2) The provisions of paragraph (i)(1) 
of this section notwithstanding— 

(i) Effective from April 11 through 
September 30, each year, that part of 
the Tortugas shrimp sanctuary sea-
ward of rhumb lines connecting the fol-
lowing points is open to trawling: 
From point T at 24°47.8′ N. lat., 82°01.0′ 
W. long. to point U at 24°43.83′ N. lat., 
82°01.0′ W. long. (on the line denoting 
the seaward limit of Florida’s waters); 
thence along the seaward limit of Flor-
ida’s waters, as shown on the current 
edition of NOAA chart 11439, to point V 
at 24°42.55′ N. lat., 82°15.0′ W. long.; 
thence north to point W at 24°43.6′ N. 
lat., 82°15.0′ W. long. 

(ii) Effective from April 11 through 
July 31, each year, that part of the 
Tortugas shrimp sanctuary seaward of 
rhumb lines connecting the following 
points is open to trawling: From point 
W to point V, both points as specified 
in paragraph (i)(2)(i) of this section, to 
point G, as specified in paragraph (i)(1) 
of this section. 

(iii) Effective from May 26 through 
July 31, each year, that part of the 
Tortugas shrimp sanctuary seaward of 
rhumb lines connecting the following 
points is open to trawling: From point 
F, as specified in paragraph (i)(1) of 
this section, to point Q at 24°46.7′ N. 
lat., 81°52.2′ W. long. (on the line denot-
ing the seaward limit of Florida’s wa-
ters); thence along the seaward limit of 
Florida’s waters, as shown on the cur-
rent edition of NOAA chart 11439, to 
point U and north to point T, both 
points as specified in paragraph (i)(2)(i) 
of this section. 

(j) West and East Flower Garden Banks 
HAPC. The following activities are pro-
hibited year-round in the HAPC: Fish-
ing with a bottom longline, bottom 
trawl, buoy gear, dredge, pot, or trap 
and bottom anchoring by fishing ves-
sels. 

(1) West Flower Garden Bank. West 
Flower Garden Bank is bounded by 
rhumb lines connecting, in order, the 
following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A 27°55′22.8″ 93°53′09.6″ 
B 27°55′22.8″ 93°46′46.0″ 
C 27°49′03.0″ 93°46′46.0″ 
D 27°49′03.0″ 93°53′09.6″ 
A 27°55′22.8″ 93°53′09.6″ 

(2) East Flower Garden Bank. East 
Flower Garden Bank is bounded by 
rhumb lines connecting, in order, the 
following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A 27°59′14.4″ 93°38′58.2″ 
B 27°59′14.4″ 93°34′03.5″ 
C 27°52′36.5″ 93°34′03.5″ 
D 27°52′36.5″ 93°38′58.2″ 
A 27°59′14.4″ 93°38′58.2″ 

(k) Closure provisions applicable to the 
Madison and Swanson sites and Steam-
boat Lumps. (1)(i) The Madison and 
Swanson sites are bounded by rhumb 
lines connecting, in order, the fol-
lowing points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 29°17′ 85°50′ 
B ............................................ 29°17′ 85°38′ 
C ............................................ 29°06′ 85°38′ 
D ............................................ 29°06′ 85°50′ 
A ............................................ 29°17′ 85°50′ 
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(ii) Steamboat Lumps is bounded by 
rhumb lines connecting, in order, the 
following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 28°14′ 84°48′ 
B ............................................ 28°14′ 84°37′ 
C ............................................ 28°03′ 84°37′ 
D ............................................ 28°03′ 84°48′ 
A ............................................ 28°14′ 84°48′ 

(iii) The provisions of paragraphs 
(k)(2) through (6) of this section apply 
within the Madison and Swanson sites 
and Steamboat Lumps through June 16, 
2010. 

(2) Possession of Gulf reef fish is pro-
hibited, except for such possession 
aboard a vessel in transit with fishing 
gear stowed as specified in paragraph 
(k)(4) of this section. 

(3) During November through April, 
all fishing is prohibited, and possession 
of any fish species is prohibited, except 
for such possession aboard a vessel in 
transit with fishing gear stowed as 
specified in paragraph (k)(4) of this sec-
tion. The provisions of this paragraph, 
(k)(3), do not apply to highly migratory 
species. 

(4) For the purpose of paragraph (k) 
of this section, transit means non-stop 
progression through the area; fishing 
gear appropriately stowed means - 

(i) A longline may be left on the 
drum if all gangions and hooks are dis-
connected and stowed below deck. 
Hooks cannot be baited. All buoys 
must be disconnected from the gear; 
however, buoys may remain on deck. 

(ii) A trawl net may remain on deck, 
but trawl doors must be disconnected 
from the trawl gear and must be se-
cured. 

(iii) A gillnet must be left on the 
drum. Any additional gillnets not at-
tached to the drum must be stowed 
below deck. 

(iv) A rod and reel must be removed 
from the rod holder and stowed se-
curely on or below deck. Terminal gear 
(i.e., hook, leader, sinker, flasher, or 
bait) must be disconnected and stowed 
separately from the rod and reel. Sink-
ers must be disconnected from the 
down rigger and stowed separately. 

(5) During May through October, sur-
face trolling is the only allowable fish-
ing activity. For the purpose of this 
paragraph (k)(5), surface trolling is de-

fined as fishing with lines trailing be-
hind a vessel which is in constant mo-
tion at speeds in excess of four knots 
with a visible wake. Such trolling may 
not involve the use of down riggers, 
wire lines, planers, or similar devices. 

(6) For the purpose of paragraph (k) 
of this section, fish means finfish, mol-
lusks, crustaceans, and all other forms 
of marine animal and plant life other 
than marine mammals and birds. High-
ly migratory species means tuna spe-
cies, marlin (Tetrapturus spp. and 
Makaira spp.), oceanic sharks, 
sailfishes (Istiophorus spp.), and sword-
fish (Xiphias gladius). 

(l) Closures of the commercial fishery 
for red snapper. The commercial fishery 
for red snapper in or from the Gulf EEZ 
is closed from January 1 to noon on 
February 1 and thereafter from noon 
on the 10th of each month to noon on 
the first of each succeeding month 
until the quota specified in 
§ 622.42(a)(1)(i)(A) is reached or until 
noon on October 1, whichever occurs 
first. From October 1 to December 1, 
the commercial fishery for red snapper 
in or from the Gulf EEZ is closed from 
noon on the 10th of each month to noon 
on the first of each succeeding month 
until the quota specified in 
§ 622.42(a)(1)(i)(B) is reached or until 
the end of the fishing year, whichever 
occurs first. All times are local times. 
During these closed periods, the posses-
sion of red snapper in or from the Gulf 
EEZ and in the Gulf on board a vessel 
for which a commercial permit for Gulf 
reef fish has been issued, as required 
under § 622.4(a)(2)(v), without regard to 
where such red snapper were harvested, 
is limited to the bag and possession 
limits, as specified in § 622.39(b)(1)(iii) 
and (b)(2), respectively, and such red 
snapper are subject to the prohibition 
on sale or purchase of red snapper pos-
sessed under the bag limit, as specified 
in § 622.45(c)(1). However, when the rec-
reational quota for red snapper has 
been reached and the bag and posses-
sion limit has been reduced to zero, the 
limit for such possession during a 
closed period is zero. Also note that if 
commercial quantities of Gulf reef fish, 
i.e., Gulf reef fish in excess of applica-
ble bag/possession limits, are on board 
the vessel, no bag limit of Gulf reef fish 
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may be possessed, as specified in 
§ 622.39(a)(5). 

(m) Closures of the recreational fishery 
for red snapper. The recreational fish-
ery for red snapper in or from the Gulf 
EEZ is closed from January 1 through 
April 20 and from November 1 through 
December 31. During a closure, the bag 
and possession limit for red snapper in 
or from the Gulf EEZ is zero. 

(n) Seasonal closure of the commercial 
fishery for vermilion snapper. The com-
mercial fishery for vermilion snapper 
in or from the Gulf EEZ is closed from 
April 22 through May 31, each year. 
During the closure, no person aboard a 
vessel for which a valid Federal com-
mercial permit for Gulf reef fish has 
been issued may fish for or possess 
vermilion snapper in the Gulf, regard-
less of where harvested. However, a 
person aboard a vessel for which the 
permit indicates both charter vessel/ 
headboat for Gulf reef fish and com-
mercial Gulf reef fish may continue to 
retain vermilion snapper under the bag 
and possession limits specified in 
§ 622.39(b)(1)(v) and (b)(2), respectively, 
provided the vessel is operating as a 
charter vessel or headboat. During the 
closure, the sale or purchase of 
vermilion snapper is prohibited as 
specified in § 622.45(c)(5). 

(o) Seasonal closure of the commercial 
fishery for gag, red grouper, and black 
grouper. From February 15 to March 15, 
each year, no person aboard a vessel for 
which a valid Federal commercial per-
mit for Gulf reef fish has been issued 
may possess gag, red grouper, or black 
grouper in the Gulf, regardless of where 
harvested. However, a person aboard a 
vessel for which the permit indicates 
both charter vessel/headboat for Gulf 
reef fish and commercial Gulf reef fish 
may continue to retain gag, red group-
er, and black grouper under the bag 
and possession limit specified in 
§ 622.39(b), provided the vessel is oper-
ating as a charter vessel or headboat. 
From February 15 until March 15, each 
year, the sale or purchase of gag, red 
grouper, or black grouper is prohibited 
as specified in § 622.45(c)(4). 

(p) Closures of the Gulf group king 
mackerel gillnet fishery. The gillnet fish-
ery for Gulf group king mackerel in or 
from the Gulf EEZ is closed each fish-
ing year from July 1 until 6:00 a.m. on 

the day after the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Federal holiday. The gillnet fishery 
also is closed during all subsequent 
weekends and observed Federal holi-
days, except for the first weekend fol-
lowing the Martin Luther King Jr. hol-
iday which will remain open to the 
gillnet fishery provided a notification 
of closure of that fishery has not been 
filed under § 622.43(a). Weekend closures 
are effective from 6:00 a.m. Saturday to 
6:00 a.m. Monday. Holiday closures are 
effective from 6:00 a.m. on the observed 
Federal holiday to 6:00 a.m. the fol-
lowing day. All times are eastern 
standard time. During these closures, a 
person aboard a vessel using or pos-
sessing a gillnet with a stretched-mesh 
size of 4.75 inches (12.1 cm) or larger in 
the southern Florida west coast 
subzone may not fish for or possess 
Gulf group king mackerel. 

(q) [Reserved] 
(r) Pulley Ridge HAPC. Fishing with a 

bottom longline, bottom trawl, buoy 
gear, pot, or trap and bottom anchor-
ing by fishing vessels are prohibited 
year-round in the area of the HAPC 
bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in 
order, the following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A 24°58′18″ 83°38′33″ 
B 24°58′18″ 83°37′00″ 
C 24°41′11″ 83°37′00″ 
D 24°40′00″ 83°41′22″ 
E 24°43′55″ 83°47′15″ 
A 24°58′18″ 83°38′33″ 

(s) Stetson Bank HAPC. Fishing with a 
bottom longline, bottom trawl, buoy 
gear, pot, or trap and bottom anchor-
ing by fishing vessels are prohibited 
year-round in the HAPC, which is 
bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in 
order, the following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A 28°10′38.3″ 94°18′36.5″ 
B 28°10′38.3″ 94°17′06.3″ 
C 28°09′18.6″ 94°17′06.3″ 
D 28°09′18.6″ 94°18′36.5″ 
A 28°10′38.3″ 94°18′36.5″ 

(t) McGrail Bank HAPC. Fishing with 
a bottom longline, bottom trawl, buoy 
gear, pot, or trap and bottom anchor-
ing by fishing vessels are prohibited 
year-round in the HAPC, which is 
bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in 
order, the following points: 
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Point North lat. West long. 

A 27°59′06.0″ 92°37′19.2″ 
B 27°59′06.0″ 92°32′17.4″ 
C 27°55′55.5″ 92°32′17.4″ 
D 27°55′55.5″ 92°37′19.2″ 
A 27°59′06.0″ 92°37′19.2″ 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 48642, Sept. 16, 1996; 62 FR 46679, Sept. 4, 
1997; 62 FR 47767, Sept. 11, 1997; 62 FR 67722, 
Dec. 30, 1997; 64 FR 47713, Sept. 1, 1999; 64 FR 
57404, Oct. 25, 1999; 64 FR 59126, Nov. 2, 1999; 
65 FR 30363, May 11, 2000; 65 FR 31830, May 19, 
2000; 65 FR 50162, Aug. 17, 2000; 67 FR 47468, 
July 19, 2002; 69 FR 24535, May 4, 2004; 70 FR 
33389, June 8, 2005; 70 FR 76219, Dec. 23, 2005; 
71 FR 45435, Aug. 9, 2006] 

§ 622.35 Atlantic EEZ seasonal and/or 
area closures. 

(a) Allowable octocoral closed area. No 
person may harvest or possess allow-
able octocoral in the South Atlantic 
EEZ north of 28°35.1′ N. lat. (due east of 
the NASA Vehicle Assembly Building, 
Cape Canaveral, FL). 

(b) Longline closed areas. A longline 
may not be used to fish in the EEZ for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper south 
of 27°10′ N. lat. (due east of the en-
trance to St. Lucie Inlet, FL); or north 
of 27°10′ N. lat. where the charted depth 
is less than 50 fathoms (91.4 m), as 
shown on the latest edition of the larg-
est scale NOAA chart of the location. A 
person aboard a vessel with a longline 
on board that fishes on a trip in the 
South Atlantic EEZ south of 27°10′ N. 
lat., or north of 27°10′ N. lat. where the 
charted depth is less than 50 fathoms 
(91.4 m), is limited on that trip to the 
bag limit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper for which a bag limit is speci-
fied in § 622.39(d)(1), and to zero for all 
other South Atlantic snapper-grouper. 
For the purpose of this paragraph, a 
vessel is considered to have a longline 
on board when a power-operated 
longline hauler, a cable or 
monofilament of diameter and length 
suitable for use in the longline fishery, 
and gangions are on board. Removal of 
any one of these three elements con-
stitutes removal of a longline. 

(c) Oculina Bank—(1) HAPC. The 
Oculina Bank HAPC encompasses an 
area bounded on the north by 28°30′ N. 
lat., on the south by 27°30′ N. lat., on 
the east by the 100-fathom (183-m) con-
tour, as shown on the latest edition of 

NOAA chart 11460, and on the west by 
80°00′ W. long.; and two adjacent areas: 
the first bounded on the north by 28°30′ 
N. lat., on the south by 28°29′ N. lat., on 
the east by 80°00′ W. long., and on the 
west by 80°03′ W. long.; and the second 
bounded on the north by 28°17′ N. lat., 
on the south by 28°16′ N. lat., on the 
east by 80°00′ W. long., and on the west 
by 80°03′ W. long. In the Oculina Bank 
HAPC, no person may: 

(i) Use a bottom longline, bottom 
trawl, dredge, pot, or trap. 

(ii) If aboard a fishing vessel, anchor, 
use an anchor and chain, or use a grap-
ple and chain. 

(iii) Fish for rock shrimp or possess 
rock shrimp in or from the area on 
board a fishing vessel. 

(2) Experimental closed area. Within 
the Oculina Bank HAPC, the experi-
mental closed area is bounded on the 
north by 27°53′ N. lat., on the south by 
27°30′ N. lat., on the east by 79°56′ W. 
long., and on the west by 80°00′ W. long. 
No person may fish for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper in the experimental 
closed area, and no person may retain 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper in or 
from the area. In the experimental 
closed area, any South Atlantic snap-
per-grouper taken incidentally by 
hook-and-line gear must be released 
immediately by cutting the line with-
out removing the fish from the water. 

(d) South Atlantic shrimp cold weather 
closure. (1) Pursuant to the procedures 
and criteria established in the FMP for 
the Shrimp Fishery of the South At-
lantic Region, when Florida, Georgia, 
North Carolina, or South Carolina 
closes all or a portion of its waters of 
the South Atlantic to the harvest of 
brown, pink, and white shrimp, the As-
sistant Administrator may concur-
rently close the South Atlantic EEZ 
adjacent to the closed state waters by 
filing a notification of closure with the 
Office of the Federal Register. Closure 
of the adjacent EEZ will be effective 
until the ending date of the closure in 
state waters, but may be ended earlier 
based on the state’s request. In the lat-
ter case, the Assistant Administrator 
will terminate a closure of the EEZ by 
filing a notification to that effect with 
the Office of the Federal Register. 

(2) During a closure, as specified in 
paragraph (d)(1) of this section— 
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(i) No person may trawl for brown 
shrimp, pink shrimp, or white shrimp 
in the closed portion of the EEZ (closed 
area); and no person may possess on 
board a fishing vessel brown shrimp, 
pink shrimp, or white shrimp in or 
from a closed area, except as author-
ized in paragraph (d)(2)(iii) of this sec-
tion. 

(ii) No person aboard a vessel trawl-
ing in that part of a closed area that is 
within 25 nm of the baseline from 
which the territorial sea is measured 
may use or have on board a trawl net 
with a mesh size less than 4 inches (10.2 
cm), as measured between the centers 
of opposite knots when pulled taut. 

(iii) Brown shrimp, pink shrimp, or 
white shrimp may be possessed on 
board a fishing vessel in a closed area, 
provided the vessel is in transit and all 
trawl nets with a mesh size less than 4 
inches (10.2 cm), as measured between 
the centers of opposite knots when 
pulled taut, are stowed below deck 
while transiting the closed area. For 
the purpose of this paragraph, a vessel 
is in transit when it is on a direct and 
continuous course through a closed 
area. 

(e) SMZs. (1) The SMZs consist of ar-
tificial reefs and surrounding areas as 
follows: 

(i) Paradise Reef is bounded on the 
north by 33°31.59′ N. lat.; on the south 
by 33°30.51′ N. lat.; on the east by 
78°57.55′ W. long.; and on the west by 
78°58.85′ W. long. 

(ii) Ten Mile Reef is bounded on the 
north by 33°26.65′ N. lat.; on the south 
by 33°24.80′ N. lat.; on the east by 
78°51.08′ W. long.; and on the west by 
78°52.97′ W. long. 

(iii) Pawleys Island Reef is bounded on 
the north by 33°26.58′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 33°25.76′ N. lat.; on the east by 
79°00.29′ W. long.; and on the west by 
79°01.24′ W. long. 

(iv) Georgetown Reef is bounded on 
the north by 33°14.90′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 33°13.85′ N. lat.; on the east by 
78°59.45′ W. long.; and on the west by 
79°00.65′ W. long. 

(v) Capers Reef is bounded on the 
north by 32°45.45′ N. lat.; on the south 
by 32°43.91′ N. lat.; on the east by 
79°33.81′ W. long.; and on the west by 
79°35.10′ W. long. 

(vi) Kiawah Reef is bounded on the 
north by 32°29.78′ N. lat.; on the south 
by 32°28.25′ N. lat.; on the east by 
79°59.00′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°00.95′ W. long. 

(vii) Edisto Offshore Reef is bounded 
on the north by 32°15.30′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 32°13.90′ N. lat.; on the east by 
79°50.25′ W. long.; and on the west by 
79°51.45′ W. long. 

(viii) Hunting Island Reef is bounded 
on the north by 32°13.72′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 32°12.30′ N. lat.; on the east by 
80°19.23′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°21.00′ W. long. 

(ix) Fripp Island Reef is bounded on 
the north by 32°15.92′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 32°14.75′ N. lat.; on the east by 
80°21.62′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°22.90′ W. long. 

(x) Betsy Ross Reef is bounded on the 
north by 32°03.60′ N. lat.; on the south 
by 32°02.88′ N. lat.; on the east by 
80°24.57′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°25.50′ W. long. 

(xi) Hilton Head Reef/Artificial Reef—T 
is bounded on the north by 32°00.71′ N. 
lat.; on the south by 31°59.42′ N. lat.; on 
the east by 80°35.23′ W. long.; and on 
the west by 80°36.37′ W. long. 

(xii) Artificial Reef—A is bounded on 
the north by 30°57.4′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 30°55.4′ N. lat.; on the east by 
81°13.9′ W. long.; and on the west by 
81°16.3′ W. long. 

(xiii) Artificial Reef—C is bounded on 
the north by 30°52.0′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 30°50.0′ N. lat.; on the east by 
81°08.5′ W. long.; and on the west by 
81°10.9′ W. long. 

(xiv) Artificial Reef—G is bounded on 
the north by 31°00.0′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 30°58.0′ N. lat.; on the east by 
80°56.8′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°59.2′ W. long. 

(xv) Artificial Reef—F is bounded on 
the north by 31°06.8′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 31°04.8′ N. lat.; on the east by 
81°10.5′ W. long.; and on the west by 
81°13.4′ W. long. 

(xvi) Artificial Reef—J is bounded on 
the north by 31°36.7′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 31°34.7′ N. lat.; on the east by 
80°47.3′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°50.1′ W. long. 

(xvii) Artificial Reef—L is bounded on 
the north by 31°46.0′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 31°44.0′ N. lat.; on the east by 
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80°34.7′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°37.1′ W. long. 

(xviii) Artificial Reef—KC is bounded 
on the north by 31°51.2′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 31°49.2′ N. lat.; on the east by 
80°45.3′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°47.7′ W. long. 

(xix) Ft. Pierce Inshore Reef is bound-
ed on the north by 27°26.8′ N. lat.; on 
the south by 27°25.8′ N. lat.; on the east 
by 80°09.24′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°10.36′ W. long. 

(xx) Ft. Pierce Offshore Reef is bound-
ed by rhumb lines connecting, in order, 
the following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 27°23.68′ 80°03.95′ 
B ............................................ 27°22.80′ 80°03.60′ 
C ............................................ 27°23.94′ 80°00.02′ 
D ............................................ 27°24.85′ 80°00.33′ 
A ............................................ 27°23.68′ 80°03.95′ 

(xxi) Key Biscayne/Artificial Reef—H is 
bounded on the north by 25°42.82′ N. 
lat.; on the south by 25°41.32′ N. lat.; on 
the east by 80°04.22′ W. long.; and on 
the west by 80°05.53′ W. long. 

(xxii) Little River Offshore Reef is 
bounded on the north by 33°42.10′ N. 
lat.; on the south by 33°41.10′ N. lat.; on 
the east by 78°26.40′ W. long.; and on 
the west by 78°27.10′ W. long. 

(xxiii) BP–25 Reef is bounded on the 
north by 33°21.70′ N. lat.; on the south 
by 33°20.70′ N. lat.; on the east by 
78°24.80′ W. long.; and on the west by 
78°25.60′ W. long. 

(xxiv) Vermilion Reef is bounded on 
the north by 32°57.80′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 32°57.30′ N. lat.; on the east by 
78°39.30′ W. long.; and on the west by 
78°40.10′ W. long. 

(xxv) Cape Romaine Reef is bounded 
on the north by 33°00.00′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 32°59.50′ N. lat.; on the east by 
79°02.01′ W. long.; and on the west by 
79°02.62′ W. long. 

(xxvi) Y–73 Reef is bounded on the 
north by 32°33.20′ N. lat.; on the south 
by 32°32.70′ N. lat.; on the east by 
79°19.10′ W. long.; and on the west by 
79°19.70′ W. long. 

(xxvii) Eagles Nest Reef is bounded on 
the north by 32°01.48′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 32°00.98′ N. lat.; on the east by 
80°30.00′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°30.65′ W. long. 

(xxviii) Bill Perry Jr. Reef is bounded 
on the north by 33°26.20′ N. lat.; on the 

south by 33°25.20′ N. lat.; on the east by 
78°32.70′ W. long.; and on the west by 
78°33.80′ W. long. 

(xxix) Comanche Reef is bounded on 
the north by 32°27.40′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 32°26.90′ N. lat.; on the east by 
79°18.80′ W. long.; and on the west by 
79°19.60′ W. long. 

(xxx) Murrel’s Inlet 60 Foot Reef is 
bounded on the north by 33°17.50′ N. 
lat.; on the south by 33°16.50′ N. lat.; on 
the east by 78°44.67′ W. long.; and on 
the west by 78°45.98′ W. long. 

(xxxi) Georgetown 95 Foot Reef is 
bounded on the north by 33°11.75′ N. 
lat.; on the south by 33°10.75′ N. lat.; on 
the east by 78°24.10′ W. long.; and on 
the west by 78°25.63′ W. long. 

(xxxii) New Georgetown 60 Foot Reef is 
bounded on the north by 33°09.25′ N. 
lat.; on the south by 33°07.75′ N. lat.; on 
the east by 78°49.95′ W. long.; and on 
the west by 78°51.45′ W. long. 

(xxxiii) North Inlet 45 Foot Reef is 
bounded on the north by 33°21.03′ N. 
lat.; on the south by 33°20.03′ N. lat.; on 
the east by 79°00.31′ W. long.; and on 
the west by 79°01.51′ W. long. 

(xxxiv) CJ Davidson Reef is bounded 
on the north by 33°06.48′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 33°05.48′ N. lat.; on the east by 
79°00.27′ W. long.; and on the west by 
79°01.39′ W. long. 

(xxxv) Greenville Reef is bounded on 
the north by 32°57.25′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 32°56.25′ N. lat.; on the east by 
78°54.25′ W. long.; and on the west by 
78°55.25′ W. long. 

(xxxvi) Charleston 60 Foot Reef is 
bounded on the north by 32°33.60′ N. 
lat.; on the south by 32°32.60′ N. lat.; on 
the east by 79°39.70′ W. long.; and on 
the west by 79°40.90′ W. long. 

(xxxvii) Edisto 60 Foot Reef is bounded 
on the north by 32°21.75′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 32°20.75′ N. lat.; on the east by 
80°04.10′ W. longitude; and on the west 
by 80°05.70′ W. long. 

(xxxviii) Edisto 40 Foot Reef is bound-
ed on the north by 32°25.78′ N. lat.; on 
the south by 32°24.78′ N. lat.; on the 
east by 80°11.24′ W. long.; and on the 
west by 80°12.32′ W. long. 

(xxxix) Beaufort 45 Foot Reef is bound-
ed on the north by 32°07.65′ N. lat.; on 
the south by 32°06.65′ N. lat.; on the 
east by 80°28.80′ W. long.; and on the 
west by 80°29.80′ W. long. 
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(xl) Artificial Reef—ALT is bounded on 
the north by 31°18.6′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 31°16.6′ N. lat.; on the east by 
81°07.0′ W. long.; and on the west by 
81°09.4′ W. long. 

(xli) Artificial Reef—CAT is bounded 
on the north by 31°40.2′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 31°38.2′ N. lat.; on the east by 
80°56.2′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°58.6′ W. long. 

(xlii) Artificial Reef—CCA is bounded 
on the north by 31°43.7′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 31°41.7′ N. lat.; on the east by 
80°40.0′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°42.3′ W. long. 

(xliii) Artificial Reef—DRH is bounded 
on the north by 31°18.0′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 31°16.0′ N. lat.; on the east by 
80°56.6′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°59.0′ W. long. 

(xliv) Artificial Reef—DUA is bounded 
on the north by 31°47.8′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 31°45.8′ N. lat.; on the east by 
80°52.1′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°54.5′ W. long. 

(xlv) Artificial Reef—DW is bounded 
on the north by 31°22.8′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 31°20.3′ N. lat.; on the east by 
79°49.8′ W. long.; and on the west by 
79°51.1′ W. long. 

(xlvi) Artificial Reef—KBY is bounded 
on the north by 30°48.6′ N. lat.; on the 

south by 30°46.6′ N. lat.; on the east by 
81°15.0′ W. long.; and on the west by 
81°17.4′ W. long. 

(xlvii) Artificial Reef—KTK is bounded 
on the north by 31°31.3′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 31°29.3′ N. lat.; on the east by 
80°59.1′ W. long.; and on the west by 
81°01.5′ W. long. 

(xlviii) Artificial Reef—MRY is bound-
ed on the north by 30°47.5′ N. lat.; on 
the south by 30°45.5′ N. lat.; on the east 
by 81°05.5′ W. long.; and on the west by 
81°07.8′ W. long. 

(xlix) Artificial Reef—SAV is bounded 
on the north by 31°55.4′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 31°53.4′ N. lat.; on the east by 
80°45.2′ W. long.; and on the west by 
80°47.6′ W. long. 

(l) Artificial Reef—SFC is bounded on 
the north by 31°00.8′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 30°59.8′ N. lat.; on the east by 
81°02.2′ W. long.; and on the west by 
81°03.4′ W. long. 

(li) Artificial Reef—WW is bounded on 
the north by 31°43.5′ N. lat.; on the 
south by 31°42.2′ N. lat.; on the east by 
79°57.7′ W. long.; and on the west by 
79°59.3′ W. long. 

(2) To determine what restrictions 
apply in the SMZs listed in 
§ 622.35(e)(1), follow this table: 

IN SMZs SPECIFIED IN THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS 
OF § 622.35 THESE RESTRICTIONS APPLY 

(e)(1)(i) through (x), (e)(1)(xx), and (e)(1)(xxii) through (xxxix) .. Use of a powerhead to take South Atlantic snapper-grouper is 
prohibited. Possession of a powerhead and a mutilated 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper in, or after having fished in, 
one of these SMZs constitutes prima facie evidence that 
such fish was taken with a powerhead in the SMZ. 

(e)(1)(i) through (xviii) and (e)(1)(xxii) through (li) ...................... Fishing may only be conducted with handline, rod and reel, 
and spearfishing gear. 

(e)(1)(i) through (li) ...................................................................... Use of a sea bass pot or bottom longline is prohibited. 
(e)(1)(xii) through (xviii) and (e)(1)(xl) through (li) ...................... Possession of South Atlantic snapper-grouper taken with a 

powerhead is limited to the bag limits specified in 
§ 622.39(d)(1). 

(e)(1)(xix) and (e)(1)(xx) .............................................................. A hydraulic or electric reel that is permanently affixed to the 
vessel is prohibited when fishing for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper. 

(e)(1)(xix) and (e)(1)(xxi) ............................................................. Use of spearfishing gear is prohibited. 

(f) Golden crab trap closed areas. In the 
golden crab northern zone, a golden 
crab trap may not be deployed in wa-
ters less than 900 ft (274 m) deep. In the 
golden crab middle and southern zones, 
a golden crab trap may not be deployed 
in waters less than 700 ft (213 m) deep. 
See § 622.17(b) for specification of the 
golden crab zones. 

(g) Pelagic sargassum area and seasonal 
restrictions—(1) Area limitations. (i) No 
person may harvest pelagic sargassum 
in the South Atlantic EEZ between 
36°34′55″ N. lat. (directly east from the 
Virginia/North Carolina boundary) and 
34° N. lat., within 100 nautical miles 
east of the North Carolina coast. 
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(ii) No person may harvest or possess 
pelagic sargassum in or from the South 
Atlantic EEZ south of 34° N. lat. 

(2) Seasonal limitation. No person may 
harvest or possess pelagic sargassum in 
or from the South Atlantic EEZ during 
the months of July through October. 
This prohibition on possession does not 
apply to pelagic sargassum that was 
harvested and landed ashore prior to 
the closed period. 

(h) Dolphin/wahoo closed areas. (1) If 
pelagic longline gear is on board a ves-
sel, a person aboard such vessel may 
not fish for or retain a dolphin or 
wahoo— 

(i) In the Northeastern United States 
closed area from June 1 through June 
30 each year. The Northeastern United 
States closed area is that portion of 
the EEZ between 40° N. lat. and 39° N. 
lat. from 68° W. long. to 74° W. long. 

(ii) In the Charleston Bump closed 
area from February 1 through April 30 
each year. The Charleston Bump closed 
area is that portion of the EEZ off 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia between 34° N. lat. and 31° N. 
lat. and west of 76° W. long. 

(iii) In the East Florida Coast closed 
area year round. The East Florida 
Coast closed area is that portion of the 
EEZ off Georgia and the east coast of 
Florida from the inner boundary of the 
EEZ at 31° N. lat.; thence due east to 
78° W. long.; thence by a rhumb line to 
28°17′ N. lat., 79°12′ W. long.; thence pro-
ceeding in a southerly direction along 
the outer boundary of the EEZ to 24° N. 
lat.; thence due west to 24° N. lat., 
81°47′ W. long.; thence due north to the 
innermost boundary of the EEZ at 
81°47′ W. long. 

(2) A vessel is considered to have pe-
lagic longline gear on board when a 
power-operated longline hauler, a 
mainline, floats capable of supporting 
the mainline, and gangions with hooks 
are on board. Removal of any one of 
these elements constitutes removal of 
pelagic longline gear. 

(3) If a vessel is in a closed area dur-
ing a time specified in paragraph (h)(1) 
of this section with pelagic longline 
gear on board, it is a rebuttable pre-
sumption that fish on board such vessel 

were taken with pelagic longline gear 
in the closed area. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 43959, Aug. 27, 1996; 61 FR 47449, Sept. 9, 
1996; 63 FR 10567, Mar. 4, 1998; 63 FR 57590, 
Oct. 28, 1998; 63 FR 71794, Dec. 30, 1998; 65 FR 
37295, June 14, 2000; 65 FR 61115, Oct. 16, 2000; 
68 FR 57378, Oct. 3, 2003; 69 FR 30241, May 27, 
2004] 

§ 622.36 Seasonal harvest limitations. 
(a) Gulf EEZ. During March, April, 

and May, each year, the possession of 
greater amberjack in or from the Gulf 
EEZ and in the Gulf on board a vessel 
for which a commercial permit for Gulf 
reef fish has been issued, as required 
under § 622.4(a)(2)(v), without regard to 
where such greater amberjack were 
harvested, is limited to the bag and 
possession limits, as specified in 
§ 622.39(b)(1)(i) and (b)(2), respectively, 
and such greater amberjack are subject 
to the prohibition on sale or purchase 
of greater amberjack possessed under 
the bag limit, as specified in 
§ 622.45(c)(1). Also note that if commer-
cial quantities of Gulf reef fish, i.e., 
Gulf reef fish in excess of applicable 
bag/possession limits, are on board the 
vessel, no bag limit of Gulf reef fish 
may be possessed, as specified in 
§ 622.39(a)(5). 

(b) South Atlantic EEZ—(1) Greater 
amberjack spawning season. During 
April, each year, the possession of 
greater amberjack in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ and in the South 
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a 
valid Federal commercial or charter 
vessel/headboat permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper has been issued, 
without regard to where such greater 
amberjack were harvested, is limited 
to one per person per day or one per 
person per trip, whichever is more re-
strictive. Such greater amberjack are 
subject to the prohibition on sale or 
purchase, as specified in § 622.45(d)(6). 

(2) Mutton snapper spawning season. 
During May and June, each year, the 
possession of mutton snapper in or 
from the EEZ on board a vessel that 
has a commercial permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper is limited to 10 
per person per day or 10 per person per 
trip, whichever is more restrictive. 

(3) Wreckfish spawning-season closure. 
From January 15 through April 15, each 
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year, no person may harvest or possess 
on a fishing vessel wreckfish in or from 
the EEZ; offload wreckfish from the 
EEZ; or sell or purchase wreckfish in 
or from the EEZ. The prohibition on 
sale or purchase of wreckfish does not 
apply to trade in wreckfish that were 
harvested, offloaded, and sold or pur-
chased prior to January 15 and were 
held in cold storage by a dealer or proc-
essor. 

(4) Black grouper and gag. During 
March and April, each year, the posses-
sion of black grouper and gag in or 
from the South Atlantic EEZ and in 
the South Atlantic on board a vessel 
for which a valid Federal commercial 
or charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such black grouper or gag were har-
vested, is limited to two black grouper 
or gag, combined, per person per day or 
two black grouper or gag, combined, 
per person per trip, whichever is more 
restrictive. Such black grouper or gag 
are subject to the prohibition on sale 
or purchase, as specified in 
§ 622.45(d)(5). 

(5) Red porgy. During January, Feb-
ruary, March, and April, each year, the 
harvest or possession of red porgy in or 
from the South Atlantic EEZ, and in 
the South Atlantic on board a vessel 
for which a valid Federal commercial 
or charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued without regard to where 
such red porgy were harvested, is lim-
ited to one per person per day or one 
per person per trip, whichever is more 
restrictive. Such red porgy are subject 
to the prohibition on sale or puchase, 
as specified in § 622.45(d)(5). 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 67723, Dec. 30, 1997; 64 FR 3627, Jan. 25, 
1999; 65 FR 51252, Aug. 23, 2000; 71 FR 45435; 
Aug. 9, 2006] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 71 FR 55106, 
Sept. 21, 2006, § 622.36 was amended by revis-
ing paragraph (b)(5), effective Oct. 23, 2006. 
For the convenience of the user, the revised 
text is set forth as follows: 

§ 622.36 Atlantic EEZ seasonal and/or area 
closures. 

* * * * * 

(b) * * * 

(5) Red porgy. During January, February, 
March, and April, the harvest or possession 
of red porgy in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ is limited to three per person per day or 
three per person per trip, whichever is more 
restrictive. In addition, this limitation is ap-
plicable in the South Atlantic on board a 
vessel for which a valid Federal commercial 
or charter vessel/headboat permit for South 
Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued 
without regard to where such red porgy were 
harvested. Such red porgy are subject to the 
prohibition on sale or purchase, as specified 
in § 622.45(d)(5). 

§ 622.37 Size limits. 
All size limits in this section are 

minimum size limits unless specified 
otherwise. Except for undersized king 
and Spanish mackerel allowed in para-
graphs (c)(2) and (c)(3) of this section, a 
fish not in compliance with its size 
limit, as specified in this section, in or 
from the Caribbean, Gulf, South Atlan-
tic, and/or Mid-Atlantic EEZ, as appro-
priate, may not be possessed, sold, or 
purchased. A fish not in compliance 
with its size limit must be released im-
mediately with a minimum of harm. 
The operator of a vessel that fishes in 
the EEZ is responsible for ensuring 
that fish on board are in compliance 
with the size limits specified in this 
section. 

(a) Caribbean reef fish: Yellowtail 
snapper—12 inches (30.5 cm), TL. 

(b) Caribbean spiny lobster—3.5 inches 
(8.9 cm), carapace length. 

(c) Coastal migratory pelagic fish. (1) 
Cobia in the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or 
South Atlantic—33 inches (83.8 cm), 
fork length. 

(2) King mackerel in the Gulf, South 
Atlantic, or Mid-Atlantic—24 inches 
(61.0 cm), fork length, except that a 
vessel fishing under a quota for king 
mackerel specified in § 622.42(c)(1) may 
possess undersized king mackerel in 
quantities not exceeding 5 percent, by 
weight, of the king mackerel on board. 

(3) Spanish mackerel in the Gulf, 
South Atlantic, or Mid-Atlantic—12 
inches (30.5 cm), fork length, except 
that a vessel fishing under a quota for 
Spanish mackerel specified in 
§ 622.42(c)(2) may possess undersized 
Spanish mackerel in quantities not ex-
ceeding 5 percent, by weight, of the 
Spanish mackerel on board. 

(d) Gulf reef fish—(1) Snapper. (i) Lane 
snapper—8 inches (20.3 cm), TL. 
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(ii) Vermilion snapper—11 inches (27.9 
cm), TL. 

(iii) Cubera, dog, gray, mahogany, 
and yellowtail snappers and school-
master—12 inches (30.5 cm), TL. 

(iv) Red snapper—16 inches (40.6 cm), 
TL, for a fish taken by a person subject 
to the bag limit specified in 
§ 622.39(b)(1)(iii) and 15 inches (38.1 cm), 
TL, for a fish taken by a person not 
subject to the bag limit. 

(v) Mutton snapper—16 inches (40.6 
cm), TL. 

(2) Grouper. (i) Scamp—16 inches (40.6 
cm), TL. 

(ii) Red grouper and yellowfin group-
er—20 inches (50.8 cm), TL. 

(iii) Black grouper and gag—(A) For a 
person not subject to the bag limit 
specified in § 622.39(b)(1)(ii)—24 inches 
(61.0 cm), TL. 

(B) For a person subject to the bag 
limit specified in § 622.39(b)(1)(ii)—22 
inches (55.9 cm), TL. 

(3) Other Gulf reef fish species. (i) Gray 
triggerfish—12 inches (30.5 cm), TL. 

(ii) Hogfish—12 inches (30.5 cm), fork 
length. 

(iii) Banded rudderfish and lesser 
amberjack—14 inches (35.6 cm), fork 
length (minimum size); 22 inches (55.9 
cm), fork length (maximum size). 

(iv) Greater amberjack—28 inches 
(71.1 cm), fork length, for a fish taken 
by a person subject to the bag limit 
specified in § 622.39(b)(1)(i); and 36 
inches (91.4 cm), fork length, for a fish 
taken by a person not subject to the 
bag limit. 

(4) A person aboard a vessel that has 
a Federal commercial vessel permit for 
Gulf reef fish and commercial quan-
tities of Gulf reef fish, i.e., Gulf reef 
fish in excess of applicable bag/posses-
sion limits, may not possess any Gulf 
reef fish that do not comply with the 
applicable commercial minimum size 
limit. 

(e) South Atlantic snapper-grouper—(1) 
Snapper. (i) Lane snapper—8 inches 
(20.3 cm), TL. 

(ii) Vermilion snapper—11 inches (27.9 
cm), TL, for a fish taken by a person 
subject to the bag limit specified in 
§ 622.39 (d)(1)(v) and 12 inches (30.5 cm), 
TL, for a fish taken by a person not 
subject to the bag limit. 

(iii) Blackfin, cubera, dog, gray, ma-
hogany, queen, silk, and yellowtail 

snappers; and schoolmaster—12 inches 
(30.5 cm), TL. 

(iv) Mutton snapper—16 inches (40.6 
cm), TL. 

(v) Red snapper—20 inches (50.8 cm), 
TL. 

(2) Grouper. (i) Red, yellowfin, and 
yellowmouth grouper; and scamp—20 
inches (50.8 cm), TL. 

(ii) Black grouper and gag—24 inches 
(61.0 cm), TL. 

(3) Other snapper-grouper species. (i) 
Black sea bass—10 inches (25.4 cm), TL. 

(ii) Gray triggerfish in the South At-
lantic EEZ off Florida—12 inches (30.5 
cm), TL. 

(iii) Hogfish—12 inches (30.5 cm), fork 
length. 

(iv) Red porgy—14 inches (35.6 cm), 
TL. 

(v) Greater amberjack—28 inches (71.1 
cm), fork length, for a fish taken by a 
person subject to the bag limit speci-
fied in § 622.39(d)(1)(i) and 36 inches (91.4 
cm), fork length, for a fish taken by a 
person not subject to the bag limit. 

(f) Gulf shrimp. White shrimp har-
vested in the EEZ are subject to the 
minimum-size landing and possession 
limits of Louisiana when possessed 
within the jurisdiction of that State. 

(g) Caribbean queen conch—9 inches 
(22.9 cm) in length, that is, from the tip 
of the spire to the distal end of the 
shell, and 3⁄8 inch (9.5 mm) in lip width 
at its widest point. A queen conch with 
a length of at least 9 inches (22.9 cm) or 
a lip width of at least 3⁄8 inch (9.5 mm) 
is not undersized. 

(h) Dolphin in the Atlantic off Florida 
and off Georgia—20 inches (50.8 cm), 
fork length. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 65483, Dec. 13, 1996; 62 FR 13988, Mar. 25, 
1997; 63 FR 444, Jan. 6, 1998; 63 FR 10567, Mar. 
4, 1998; 64 FR 3628, Jan. 25, 1999; 64 FR 45459, 
Aug. 20, 1999; 64 FR 57404, Oct. 25, 1999; 65 FR 
31831, May 19, 2000; 65 FR 50162, Aug. 17, 2000; 
69 FR 30242, May 27, 2004; 70 FR 33389, June 8, 
2005; 71 FR 45435; Aug. 9, 2006] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 71 FR 55107, 
Sept. 21, 2006, § 622.37 was amended by revis-
ing paragraphs (e)(1)(ii) and (e)(3)(i), effec-
tive Oct. 23, 2006. For the convenience of the 
user, the revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 622.37 Size limits. 

* * * * * 

(e) * * * 
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(1) * * * 
(ii) Vermillion snapper—12 inches (30.5 cm), 

TL. 

* * * * * 

(3) * * * 
(i) Black sea bass. (A) For a fish taken by a 

person subject to the bag limit specified in 
§ 622.39(d)(1)(vii): 

(1) Through May 31, 2007—11 inches (27.9 
cm), TL; and 

(2) On and after June 1, 2007—12 inches (30.5 
cm), TL. 

(B) For a fish taken by a person not sub-
ject to the bag limit in § 622.39(d)(1)—10 
inches (25.4 cm), TL. 

* * * * * 

§ 622.38 Landing fish intact. 
The operator of a vessel that fishes in 

the EEZ is responsible for ensuring 
that fish on that vessel in the EEZ are 
maintained intact and, if taken from 
the EEZ, are maintained intact 
through offloading ashore, as specified 
in this section. 

(a) The following must be maintained 
with head and fins intact: cobia, king 
mackerel, and Spanish mackerel in or 
from the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or South 
Atlantic EEZ, except as specified for 
king mackerel in paragraph (g) of this 
section; dolphin and wahoo in or from 
the Atlantic EEZ; South Atlantic snap-
per-grouper in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ, except as specified in para-
graph (h) of this section; finfish in or 
from the Caribbean EEZ, except as 
specified in paragraphs (c) and (d) of 
this section; and finfish in or from the 
Gulf EEZ, except as specified in para-
graphs (c) and (d) of this section. Such 
fish may be eviscerated, gilled, and 
scaled, but must otherwise be main-
tained in a whole condition. 

(b) A Caribbean spiny lobster in or 
from the Caribbean EEZ must be main-
tained with head and carapace intact. 

(c) Shark, swordfish, and tuna species 
are exempt from the requirements of 
paragraph (a) of this section. 

(d) In the Gulf EEZ or Caribbean 
EEZ: 

(1) Bait is exempt from the require-
ment to be maintained with head and 
fins intact. See § 622.31(m) regarding a 
prohibition on the use of Gulf reef fish 
as bait. 

(i) For the purpose of this paragraph 
(d)(1), ‘‘bait’’ means-- 

(A) Packaged, headless fish fillets 
that have the skin attached and are 
frozen or refrigerated; 

(B) Headless fish fillets that have the 
skin attached and are held in brine; or 

(C) Small pieces no larger than 3 in3 
(7.6 cm3) or strips no larger than 3 
inches by 9 inches (7.6 cm by 22.9 cm) 
that have the skin attached and are 
frozen, refrigerated, or held in brine. 

(ii) Paragraph (d)(1)(i) of this section 
notwithstanding, a finfish or part 
thereof possessed in or landed from the 
Gulf EEZ or Caribbean EEZ that is sub-
sequently sold or purchased as a finfish 
species, rather than as bait, is not bait. 

(2) Legal-sized finfish possessed for 
consumption at sea on the harvesting 
vessel are exempt from the require-
ment to have head and fins intact, pro-
vided— 

(i) Such finfish do not exceed any ap-
plicable bag limit; 

(ii) Such finfish do not exceed 1.5 lb 
(680 g) of finfish parts per person 
aboard; and 

(iii) The vessel is equipped to cook 
such finfish on board. 

(e) A golden crab in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ must be main-
tained in whole condition through 
landing ashore. For the purposes of 
this paragraph, whole means a crab 
that is in its natural condition and 
that has not been gutted or separated 
into component pieces, e.g., clusters. 

(f) Queen conch in or from the Carib-
bean EEZ must be maintained with 
meat and shell intact. 

(g) Cut-off (damaged) king or Spanish 
mackerel that comply with the min-
imum size limits in § 622.37(c)(2) and 
(c)(3), respectively, and the trip limits 
in § 622.44(a) and (b), respectively, may 
be possessed in the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, 
or South Atlantic EEZ on, and 
offloaded ashore from, a vessel that is 
operating under the respective trip 
limits. Such cut-off fish also may be 
sold. A maximum of five additional 
cut-off (damaged) king mackerel, not 
subject to the size limits or trip limits, 
may be possessed or offloaded ashore 
but may not be sold or purchased and 
are not counted against the trip limit. 
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(h) In the South Atlantic EEZ, snap-
per-grouper lawfully harvested in Ba-
hamian waters are exempt from the re-
quirement that they be maintained 
with head and fins intact, provided 
valid Bahamian fishing and cruising 
permits are on board the vessel and the 
vessel is in transit through the South 
Atlantic EEZ. For the purpose of this 
paragraph, a vessel is in transit 
through the South Atlantic EEZ when 
it is on a direct and continuous course 
through the South Atlantic EEZ and 
no one aboard the vessel fishes in the 
EEZ. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 43959, Aug. 27, 1996; 61 FR 65483, Dec. 13, 
1996; 63 FR 10567, Mar. 4, 1998; 63 FR 38303, 
July 16, 1998; 64 FR 3628, Jan. 25, 1999; 65 FR 
16340, Mar. 28, 2000; 67 FR 22362, May 3, 2002; 
69 FR 30242, May 27, 2004; 70 FR 62081, Oct. 28, 
2005; 71 FR 45436, Aug. 9, 2006] 

§ 622.39 Bag and possession limits. 
(a) Applicability. (1) The bag and pos-

session limits apply for species/species 
groups listed in this section in or from 
the EEZ. Unless specified otherwise, 
bag limits apply to a person on a daily 
basis, regardless of the number of trips 
in a day. Unless specified otherwise, 
possession limits apply to a person on 
a trip after the first 24 hours of that 
trip. The bag and possession limits 
apply to a person who fishes in the EEZ 
in any manner, except a person aboard 
a vessel in the EEZ that has on board 
the commercial vessel permit required 
under § 622.4(a)(2) for the appropriate 
species/species group. However, see 
§ 622.32 for limitations on taking pro-
hibited and limited-harvest species. 
The limitations in § 622.32 apply with-
out regard to whether the species is 
harvested by a vessel operating under a 
commercial vessel permit or by a per-
son subject to the bag limits. The pos-
session of a commercial vessel permit 
notwithstanding, the bag and posses-
sion limits apply when the vessel is op-
erating as a charter vessel or headboat. 
A person who fishes in the EEZ may 
not combine a bag limit specified in 
this section with a bag or possession 
limit applicable to state waters. A spe-
cies/species group subject to a bag 
limit specified in this section taken in 
the EEZ by a person subject to the bag 
limits may not be transferred at sea, 

regardless of where such transfer takes 
place, and such fish may not be trans-
ferred in the EEZ. The operator of a 
vessel that fishes in the EEZ is respon-
sible for ensuring that the bag and pos-
session limits specified in this section 
are not exceeded. 

(2) Paragraph (a)(1) of this section 
notwithstanding, bag and possession 
limits also apply for Gulf reef fish in or 
from the EEZ to a person aboard a ves-
sel that has on board a commercial per-
mit for Gulf reef fish— 

(i) When trawl gear or entangling net 
gear is on board. A vessel is considered 
to have trawl gear on board when trawl 
doors and a net are on board. Removal 
from the vessel of all trawl doors or all 
nets constitutes removal of trawl gear. 

(ii) When a longline or buoy gear is 
on board and the vessel is fishing or 
has fished on a trip in the reef fish 
longline and buoy gear restricted area 
specified in § 622.34(c). A vessel is con-
sidered to have a longline on board 
when a power-operated longline hauler, 
a cable of diameter and length suitable 
for use in the longline fishery, and 
gangions are on board. Removal of any 
one of these three elements, in its en-
tirety, constitutes removal of a 
longline. 

(iii) For a species/species group when 
its quota has been reached and closure 
has been effected, provided that no 
commercial quantities of Gulf reef fish, 
i.e., Gulf reef fish in excess of applica-
ble bag/possession limits, are on board 
as specified in paragraph (a)(5) of this 
section. 

(iv) When the vessel has on board or 
is tending any trap other than a fish 
trap authorized under § 622.40(a)(2), a 
stone crab trap, or a spiny lobster trap. 

(3) Paragraph (a)(1) of this section 
notwithstanding, the bag and other 
limits specified in § 622.35(b) apply for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper in or 
from the EEZ to a person aboard a ves-
sel for which a commercial permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued that has on board a 
longline in the longline closed area. 

(4) Paragraph (a)(1) of this section 
notwithstanding, a person aboard a 
vessel for which a commercial permit 
for South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued must comply with the bag 
limits specified in paragraph (d)(1) of 
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this section for South Atlantic snap-
per-grouper taken with a powerhead, 
regardless of where taken, when such 
snapper-grouper are possessed in an 
SMZ specified in § 622.35(e)(1)(xii) 
through (e)(1)(xviii) or (e)(1)(xl) 
through (e)(1)(li). 

(5) A person aboard a vessel that has 
a Federal commercial vessel permit for 
Gulf reef fish and commercial quan-
tities of Gulf reef fish, i.e., Gulf reef 
fish in excess of applicable bag/posses-
sion limits, may not possess Gulf reef 
fish caught under a bag limit. 

(b) Gulf reef fish—(1) Bag limits. (i) 
Greater amberjack—1. 

(ii) Groupers, combined, excluding 
goliath grouper and Nassau grouper -5 
per person per day, but not to exceed 1 
speckled hind or 1 warsaw grouper per 
vessel per day or 1 red grouper per per-
son per day. However, no grouper may 
be retained by the captain or crew of a 
vessel operating as a charter vessel or 
headboat—their bag limit is zero. 

(iii) Red snapper—4. 
(iv) Snappers, combined, excluding 

red, lane, and vermilion snapper—10. 
(v) Gulf reef fish, combined, exclud-

ing those specified in paragraphs 
(b)(1)(i) through (b)(1)(iv) and para-
graphs (b)(1)(vi) through (b)(1)(vii) of 
this section and excluding dwarf sand 
perch and sand perch--20, but not to ex-
ceed 10 vermilion snapper. 

(vi) Banded rudderfish and lesser 
amberjack, combined—5. 

(vii) Hogfish—5. 
(2) Possession limits. A person, or a 

vessel in the case of speckled hind or 
Warsaw grouper, on a trip that spans 
more than 24 hours may possess no 
more than two daily bag limits, pro-
vided such trip is on a vessel that is op-
erating as a charter vessel or headboat, 
the vessel has two licensed operators 
aboard, and each passenger is issued 
and has in possession a receipt issued 
on behalf of the vessel that verifies the 
length of the trip. 

(c) King and Spanish mackerel—(1) Bag 
limits. (i) Atlantic migratory group 
king mackerel— 

(A) Mid-Atlantic and South Atlantic, 
other than off Florida—3. 

(B) Off Florida—2, which is the daily 
bag limit specified by Florida for its 
waters (Rule 46–12.004(1), Florida Ad-
ministrative Code). If Florida changes 

its limit, the bag limit specified in this 
paragraph (c)(1)(i)(B) will be changed 
to conform to Florida’s limit, provided 
such limit does not exceed 5. 

(ii) Gulf migratory group king mack-
erel—2. 

(iii) Atlantic migratory group Span-
ish mackerel—15. 

(iv) Gulf migratory group Spanish 
mackerel—15. 

(2) Possession limits. A person who is 
on a trip that spans more than 24 hours 
may possess no more than two daily 
bag limits, provided such trip is on a 
vessel that is operating as a charter 
vessel or headboat, the vessel has two 
licensed operators aboard, and each 
passenger is issued and has in posses-
sion a receipt issued on behalf of the 
vessel that verifies the length of the 
trip. 

(d) South Atlantic snapper-grouper—(1) 
Bag limits. (i) Greater amberjack—1. 

(ii) Groupers, combined, excluding 
goliath grouper and Nassau grouper, 
and tilefishes—5. However, within the 
5-fish aggregate bag limit, no more 
than two fish may be gag or black 
grouper, combined. 

(iii) Hogfish in the South Atlantic off 
Florida—5. 

(iv) Snappers, combined, excluding 
cubera snapper measuring 30 inches 
(76.2 cm), TL, or larger, in the South 
Atlantic off Florida, and excluding 
vermilion snapper—10, of which no 
more than 2 may be red snapper. (See 
§ 622.32(c)(2) for limitations on cubera 
snapper measuring 30 inches (76.2 cm), 
TL, or larger, in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ off Florida.) 

(v) Vermilion snapper—10. 
(vi) Red porgy—1. 
(vii) Black sea bass—20. 
(viii) South Atlantic snapper-group-

er, combined, excluding tomtate and 
blue runner and those specified in para-
graphs (d)(1)(i) through (vii) of this sec-
tion—20. 

(2) Possession limits. (i) Provided each 
passenger is issued and has in posses-
sion a receipt issued on behalf of the 
vessel that verifies the duration of the 
trip— 

(A) A person aboard a charter vessel 
or headboat on a trip that spans more 
than 24 hours may possess no more 
than two daily bag limits of species 
other than red porgy. 
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(B) A person aboard a headboat on a 
trip that spans more than 48 hours and 
who can document that fishing was 
conducted on at least 3 days may pos-
sess no more than three daily bag lim-
its of species other than red porgy. 

(ii) A person aboard a vessel may not 
possess red porgy in or from the EEZ in 
excess of one per day or one per trip, 
whichever is more restrictive. 

(3) Longline bag limits. Other provi-
sions of this paragraph (d) notwith-
standing, a person on a trip aboard a 
vessel for which the bag limits apply 
that has a longline on board is limited 
on that trip to the bag limit for South 
Atlantic snapper-grouper for which a 
bag limit is specified in paragraph 
(d)(1) of this section, and to zero for all 
other South Atlantic snapper-grouper. 
For the purpose of this paragraph 
(d)(3), a vessel is considered to have a 
longline on board when a power-oper-
ated longline hauler, a cable or 
monofilament of diameter and length 
suitable for use in the longline fishery, 
and gangions are on board. Removal of 
any one of these three elements con-
stitutes removal of a longline. 

(e) Caribbean queen conch—(1) Applica-
bility. Paragraph (a)(1) of this section 
notwithstanding, the bag limit of para-
graph (e)(2) of this section does not 
apply to a fisherman who has a valid 
commercial fishing license issued by 
Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
See § 622.44 for the commercial daily 
trip limit. 

(2) Bag limit. The bag limit for queen 
conch in or from the Caribbean EEZ is 
3 per person or, if more than 4 persons 
are aboard, 12 per boat. 

(f) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. Bag 
and possession limits are as follows: 

(1) Dolphin—10, not to exceed 60 per 
vessel, whichever is less, except, on 
board a headboat, 10 per paying pas-
senger. 

(2) Wahoo—2. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 65483, Dec. 13, 1996; 61 FR 65985, Dec. 16, 
1996; 62 FR 23674, May 1, 1997; 62 FR 67723, 
Dec. 30, 1997; 63 FR 8356, Feb. 19, 1998; 63 FR 
38303, July 16, 1998; 63 FR 72203, Dec. 31, 1998; 
64 FR 3628, Jan. 25, 1999; 64 FR 33800, June 24, 
1999; 64 FR 45459, Aug. 20, 1999; 64 FR 47713, 
Sept. 1, 1999; 64 FR 57404, Oct. 25, 1999; 65 FR 
30363, May 11, 2000; 65 FR 41016, July 3, 2000; 
65 FR 50162, Aug. 17, 2000; 65 FR 51252, Aug. 
23, 2000; 65 FR 61116, Oct. 16, 2000; 66 FR 17369, 
Mar. 30, 2001; 69 FR 30242, May 27, 2004; 69 FR 
33320, June 15, 2004; 70 FR 33389, June 8, 2005; 
71 FR 34536, June 15, 2006; 71 FR 45436, Aug. 9, 
2006] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 71 FR 55107, 
Sept. 21, 2006, § 622.39 was amended by revis-
ing paragraphs (d)(1)(ii), (d)(1)(vi), (d)(1)(vii), 
and (d)(2)(ii), effective Oct. 23, 2006. For the 
convenience of the user, the revised text is 
set forth as follows: 

§ 622.39 Bag and possession limits. 

* * * * * 

(d) * * * 
(1) * * * 
(ii) Groupers and tilefish, combined—5. 

However, within the 5-fish aggregate bag 
limit: 

(A) No more than two fish may be gag or 
black grouper, combined; 

(B) No more than one fish may be a snowy 
grouper; 

(C) No more than one fish may be a golden 
tilefish; and 

(D) No goliath grouper or Nassau grouper 
may be retained. 

* * * * * 

(vi) Red porgy—3. 
(vii) Black sea bass—15. 

* * * * * 

(2) * * * 
(ii) A person aboard a vessel may not pos-

sess red porgy in or from the EEZ in excess 
of three per day or three per trip, whichever 
is more restrictive. 

* * * * * 

§ 622.40 Limitations on traps and pots. 
(a) Tending—(1) Caribbean EEZ. A fish 

trap or Caribbean spiny lobster trap in 
the Caribbean EEZ may be pulled or 
tended only by a person (other than an 
authorized officer) aboard the fish trap 
or spiny lobster trap owner’s vessel, or 
aboard another vessel if such vessel has 
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on board written consent of the trap 
owner, or if the trap owner is aboard 
and has documentation verifying his 
identification number and color code. 
An owner’s written consent must speci-
fy the time period such consent is ef-
fective and the trap owner’s gear iden-
tification number and color code. 

(2) Gulf EEZ. A fish trap in the Gulf 
EEZ may be pulled or tended only by a 
person (other than an authorized offi-
cer) aboard the vessel with the fish 
trap endorsement to fish such trap. If 
such vessel has a breakdown that pre-
vents it from retrieving its traps, the 
owner or operator must immediately 
notify the nearest NMFS Office of En-
forcement and must obtain authoriza-
tion for another vessel to retrieve and 
land its traps. The request for such au-
thorization must include the requested 
effective period for the retrieval and 
landing, the persons and vessel to be 
authorized to retrieve the traps, and 
the point of landing of the traps. Such 
authorization will be specific as to the 
effective period, authorized persons 
and vessel, and point of landing. Such 
authorization is valid solely for the re-
moval of fish traps from the EEZ and 
for harvest of fish incidental to such 
removal. 

(3) South Atlantic EEZ. A sea bass pot 
or golden crab trap in the South Atlan-
tic EEZ may be pulled or tended only 
by a person (other than an authorized 
officer) aboard the vessel permitted to 
fish such pot or trap or aboard another 
vessel if such vessel has on board writ-
ten consent of the owner or operator of 
the vessel so permitted. For golden 
crab only, a vessel with written con-
sent on board must also possess a valid 
commercial vessel permit for golden 
crab. 

(b) Escape mechanisms—(1) Caribbean 
EEZ. (i) A fish trap used or possessed in 
the Caribbean EEZ must have a panel 
located on one side of the trap, exclud-
ing the top, bottom, and side con-
taining the trap entrance. The opening 
covered by the panel must measure not 
less than 8 by 8 inches (20.3 by 20.3 cm). 
The mesh size of the panel may not be 
smaller than the mesh size of the trap. 
The panel must be attached to the trap 
with untreated jute twine with a di-
ameter not exceeding 1/8 inch (3.2 mm). 
An access door may serve as the panel, 

provided it is on an appropriate side, it 
is hinged only at its bottom, its only 
other fastening is untreated jute twine 
with a diameter not exceeding 1/8 inch 
(3.2 mm), and such fastening is at the 
top of the door so that the door will 
fall open when such twine degrades. 
Jute twine used to secure a panel may 
not be wrapped or overlapped. 

(ii) A spiny lobster trap used or pos-
sessed in the Caribbean EEZ must con-
tain on any vertical side or on the top 
a panel no smaller in diameter than 
the throat or entrance of the trap. The 
panel must be made of or attached to 
the trap by one of the following degrad-
able materials: 

(A) Untreated fiber of biological ori-
gin with a diameter not exceeding 1⁄8 
inch (3.2 mm). This includes, but is not 
limited to tyre palm, hemp, jute, cot-
ton, wool, or silk. 

(B) Ungalvanized or uncoated iron 
wire with a diameter not exceeding 1⁄16 
inch (1.6 mm), that is, 16 gauge wire. 

(2) Gulf EEZ. A fish trap used or pos-
sessed in the Gulf EEZ must have at 
least two escape windows on each of 
two sides, excluding the bottom (a 
total of four escape windows), that are 
2 by 2 inches (5.1 by 5.1 cm) or larger. 
In addition, a fish trap must have a 
panel or access door located opposite 
each side of the trap that has a funnel. 
The opening covered by each panel or 
access door must be 144 in2 (929 cm2) or 
larger, with one dimension of the area 
equal to or larger than the largest inte-
rior axis of the trap’s throat (funnel) 
with no other dimension less than 6 
inches (15.2 cm). The hinges and fas-
teners of each panel or access door 
must be constructed of one of the fol-
lowing degradable materials: 

(i) Untreated jute string with a di-
ameter not exceeding 3⁄16 inch (4.8 mm) 
that is not wrapped or overlapped. 

(ii) Magnesium alloy, time float re-
leases (pop-up devices) or similar mag-
nesium alloy fasteners. 

(3) South Atlantic EEZ. (i) A sea bass 
pot that is used or possessed in the 
South Atlantic EEZ between 35°15.19′ 
N. lat. (due east of Cape Hatteras 
Light, NC) and 28°35.1′ N. lat. (due east 
of the NASA Vehicle Assembly Build-
ing, Cape Canaveral, FL) is required to 
have— 
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(A) On at least one side, excluding 
top and bottom, a panel or door with 
an opening equal to or larger than the 
interior end of the trap’s throat (fun-
nel). The hinges and fasteners of each 
panel or door must be made of one of 
the following degradable materials: 

(1) Ungalvanized or uncoated iron 
wire with a diameter not exceeding 
0.041 inches (1.0 mm), that is, 19 gauge 
wire. 

(2) Galvanic timed-release mecha-
nisms with a letter grade designation 
(degradability index) no higher than J. 

(B) An unobstructed escape vent 
opening on at least two opposite 
vertical sides, excluding top and bot-
tom. The minimum dimensions of an 
escape vent opening (based on inside 
measurement) are: 

(1) 11⁄8 by 53⁄4 inches (2.9 by 14.6 cm) 
for a rectangular vent. 

(2) 1.75 by 1.75 inches (4.5 by 4.5 cm) 
for a square vent. 

(3) 2.0-inch (5.1-cm) diameter for a 
round vent. 

(ii) A golden crab trap that is used or 
possessed in the South Atlantic EEZ 
must have at least one escape gap or 
escape ring on each of two opposite 
vertical sides. The minimum allowable 
inside dimensions of an escape gap are 
2.75 by 3.75 inches (7.0 by 9.5 cm); the 
minimum allowable inside diameter of 
an escape ring is 4.5 inches (11.4 cm). In 
addition to the escape gaps— 

(A) A golden crab trap constructed of 
webbing must have an opening (slit) at 
least 1 ft (30.5 cm) long that may be 
closed (relaced) only with untreated 
cotton string no larger than 3⁄16 inch 
(0.48 cm) in diameter. 

(B) A golden crab trap constructed of 
material other than webbing must have 
an escape panel or door measuring at 
least 11 7/8 by 11 7/8 inches (30.2 by 30.2 
cm), located on at least one side, ex-
cluding top and bottom. The hinges or 
fasteners of such door or panel must be 
made of either ungalvanized or 
uncoated iron wire no larger than 19 
gauge (0.04 inch (1.0 mm) in diameter) 
or untreated cotton string no larger 
than 3⁄16 inch (4.8 mm) in diameter. 

(c) Construction requirements and mesh 
sizes—(1) Caribbean EEZ. A bare-wire 
fish trap used or possessed in the EEZ 
that has hexagonal mesh openings 
must have a minimum mesh size of 1.5 

inches (3.8 cm) in the smallest dimen-
sion measured between centers of oppo-
site strands. A bare-wire fish trap used 
or possessed in the EEZ that has other 
than hexagonal mesh openings or a fish 
trap of other than bare wire, such as 
coated wire or plastic, used or pos-
sessed in the EEZ, must have a min-
imum mesh size of 2.0 inches (5.1 cm) in 
the smallest dimension measured be-
tween centers of opposite strands. 

(2) Gulf EEZ. A fish trap used or pos-
sessed in the Gulf EEZ must meet all of 
the following mesh size requirements 
(based on centerline measurements be-
tween opposite wires or netting 
strands): 

(i) A minimum of 2 in2 (12.9 cm2) 
opening for each mesh. 

(ii) One-inch (2.5-cm) minimum 
length for the shortest side. 

(iii) Minimum distance of 1 inch (2.5 
cm) between parallel sides of rectan-
gular openings, and 1.5 inches (3.8 cm) 
between parallel sides of square open-
ings and of mesh openings with more 
than four sides. 

(iv) One and nine-tenths inches (4.8 
cm) minimum distance for diagonal 
measures of mesh. 

(3) South Atlantic EEZ. (i) A sea bass 
pot used or possessed in the South At-
lantic EEZ must have mesh sizes as fol-
lows (based on centerline measure-
ments between opposite, parallel wires 
or netting strands): 

(A) Hexagonal mesh (chicken wire)— 
at least 1.5 inches (3.8 cm) between the 
wrapped sides; 

(B) Square mesh—at least 1.5 inches 
(3.8 cm) between sides; or 

(C) Rectangular mesh—at least 1 inch 
(2.5 cm) between the longer sides and 2 
inches (5.1 cm) between the shorter 
sides. 

(ii) A golden crab trap deployed or 
possessed in the South Atlantic EEZ 
may not exceed 64 ft3 (1.8 m3) in volume 
in the northern zone or 48 ft3 (1.4 m3) in 
volume in the middle and southern 
zones. See § 622.17(b) for specification of 
the golden crab zones. 

(d) Area-specific restrictions—(1) Gulf 
EEZ. In the Gulf EEZ, a fish trap may 
be pulled or tended only from official 
sunrise to official sunset. The operator 
of a vessel from which a fish trap is de-
ployed in the Gulf EEZ must retrieve 
all the vessel’s fish traps and return 
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them to port on each trip. A fish trap 
that is not returned to port on a trip, 
and its attached line and buoy, may be 
disposed of in any appropriate manner 
by the Assistant Administrator or an 
authorized officer. The owner of such 
trap and/or the operator of the respon-
sible vessel is subject to appropriate 
civil penalties. A buoy that floats on 
the surface must be attached to each 
fish trap, or to each end trap of traps 
that are connected by a line, used in 
the Gulf EEZ. The maximum allowable 
size for a fish trap fished in the Gulf 
EEZ shoreward of the 50-fathom (91.4- 
m) isobath is 33 ft3 (0.9 m3) in volume. 
Fish trap volume is determined by 
measuring the external dimensions of 
the trap, and includes both the en-
closed holding capacity of the trap and 
the volume of the funnel(s) within 
those dimensions. There is no size limi-
tation for fish traps fished seaward of 
the 50-fathom (91.4-m) isobath. The 
maximum number of traps that may be 
assigned to, possessed, or fished in the 
Gulf EEZ by a vessel is 100. 

(2) South Atlantic EEZ. (i) In the 
South Atlantic EEZ, sea bass pots may 
not be used or possessed in multiple 
configurations, that is, two or more 
pots may not be attached one to an-
other so that their overall dimensions 
exceed those allowed for an individual 
sea bass pot. This does not preclude 
connecting individual pots to a line, 
such as a ‘‘trawl’’ or trot line. 

(ii) Rope is the only material allowed 
to be used for a buoy line or mainline 
attached to a golden crab trap, except 
that wire cable is allowed for a main-
line through December 31, 2002. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 43959, Aug. 27, 1996; 62 FR 13988, Mar. 25, 
1997; 63 FR 10568, Mar. 4, 1998; 63 FR 38303, 
July 16, 1998; 63 FR 57590, Oct. 28, 1998; 64 FR 
3628, Jan. 25, 1999; 67 FR 22362, May 3, 2002; 70 
FR 62081, Oct. 28, 2005] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 71 FR 55107, 
Sept. 21, 2006, § 622.40 was amended by revis-
ing paragraphs (c)(3)(i) and (d)(2), effective 
Oct. 23, 2006. For the convenience of the user, 
the revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 622.40 Limitations on traps and pots. 

* * * * * 

(c) * * * 
(3) * * * 

(i) A sea bass pot used or possessed in the 
South Atlantic EEZ must have mesh sizes as 
follows (based on centerline measurements 
between opposite, parallel wires or netting 
strands): 

(A) For sides of the pot other than the 
back panel: 

(1) Hexagonal mesh (chicken wire)—at 
least 1.5 inches (3.8 cm) between the wrapped 
sides; 

(2) Square mesh—at least 1.5 inches (3.8 
cm) between sides; or 

(3) Rectangular mesh—at least 1 inch (2.5 
cm) between the longer sides and 2 inches 
(5.1 cm) between the shorter sides. 

(B) For the entire back panel, i.e., the side 
of the pot opposite the side that contains the 
pot entrance, mesh that is at least 2 inches 
(5.1 cm) between sides. 

* * * * * 

(d) * * * 
(2) South Atlantic EEZ—(i) Sea bass pots. (A) 

In the South Atlantic EEZ, sea bass pots 
may not be used or possessed in multiple 
configurations, that is, two or more pots 
may not be attached one to another so that 
their overall dimensions exceed those al-
lowed for an individual sea bass pot. This 
does not preclude connecting individual pots 
to a line, such as a ‘‘trawl’’ or trot line. 

(B) A sea bass pot must be removed from 
the water in the South Atlantic EEZ when 
the quota specified in § 622.42(e)(5) is reached. 
The RA may authorize a grace period of up 
to 10 days for removal of pots after a closure 
is in effect based on exigent circumstances 
which include, but are not limited to, insuffi-
cient advance notice of a closure or severe 
weather. In addition, a person may request 
that the RA grant such a grace period based 
on severe personal hardship, such as equip-
ment failure or the vessel operator’s health, 
by providing a letter outlining the nature 
and circumstances of the severe personal 
hardship to be received by the RA no later 
than the effective date of the closure. The 
RA will advise the requester of the approval 
or disapproval of the request. After a closure 
is in effect, a black sea bass may not be re-
tained by a vessel that has a sea bass pot on 
board. 

(ii) Golden crab traps. Rope is the only ma-
terial allowed to be used for a buoy line or 
mainline attached to a golden crab trap. 

§ 622.41 Species specific limitations. 
(a) Aquacultured live rock. In the Gulf 

or South Atlantic EEZ: 
(1) Aquacultured live rock may be 

harvested only under a permit, as re-
quired under § 622.4(a)(3)(iii), and 
aquacultured live rock on a site may be 
harvested only by the person, or his or 
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her employee, contractor, or agent, 
who has been issued the aquacultured 
live rock permit for the site. A person 
harvesting aquacultured live rock is 
exempt from the prohibition on taking 
prohibited coral for such prohibited 
coral as attaches to aquacultured live 
rock. 

(2) The following restrictions apply 
to individual aquaculture activities: 

(i) No aquaculture site may exceed 1 
acre (0.4 ha) in size. 

(ii) Material deposited on the aqua-
culture site— 

(A) May not be placed over naturally 
occurring reef outcrops, limestone 
ledges, coral reefs, or vegetated areas. 

(B) Must be free of contaminants. 
(C) Must be nontoxic. 
(D) Must be placed on the site by 

hand or lowered completely to the bot-
tom under restraint, that is, not al-
lowed to fall freely. 

(E) Must be placed from a vessel that 
is anchored. 

(F) In the Gulf EEZ, must be distin-
guishable, geologically or otherwise 
(for example, be indelibly marked or 
tagged), from the naturally occurring 
substrate. 

(G) In the South Atlantic EEZ, must 
be geologically distinguishable from 
the naturally occurring substrate and, 
in addition, may be indelibly marked 
or tagged. 

(iii) A minimum setback of at least 
50 ft (15.2 m) must be maintained from 
natural vegetated or hard bottom habi-
tats. 

(3) Mechanically dredging or drilling, 
or otherwise disturbing, aquacultured 
live rock is prohibited, and 
aquacultured live rock may be har-
vested only by hand. In addition, the 
following activities are prohibited in 
the South Atlantic: Chipping of 
aquacultured live rock in the EEZ, pos-
session of chipped aquacultured live 
rock in or from the EEZ, removal of al-
lowable octocoral or prohibited coral 
from aquacultured live rock in or from 
the EEZ, and possession of prohibited 
coral not attached to aquacultured live 
rock or allowable octocoral, while 
aquacultured live rock is in possession. 
See the definition of ‘‘Allowable 
octocoral’’ for clarification of the dis-
tinction between allowable octocoral 
and live rock. For the purposes of this 

paragraph (a)(3), chipping means 
breaking up reefs, ledges, or rocks into 
fragments, usually by means of a chisel 
and hammer. 

(4) Not less than 24 hours prior to 
harvest of aquacultured live rock, the 
owner or operator of the harvesting 
vessel must provide the following in-
formation to the NMFS Law Enforce-
ment Office, Southeast Area, St. Pe-
tersburg, FL, telephone 727–570–5344: 

(i) Permit number of site to be har-
vested and date of harvest. 

(ii) Name and official number of the 
vessel to be used in harvesting. 

(iii) Date, port, and facility at which 
aquacultured live rock will be landed. 

(b) Caribbean reef fish anchoring re-
striction. The owner or operator of any 
fishing vessel, recreational or commer-
cial, that fishes for or possesses Carib-
bean reef fish in or from the Caribbean 
EEZ must ensure that the vessel uses 
only an anchor retrieval system that 
recovers the anchor by its crown, 
thereby preventing the anchor from 
dragging along the bottom during re-
covery. For a grapnel hook, this could 
include an incorporated anchor rode re-
versal bar that runs parallel along the 
shank, which allows the rode to reverse 
and slip back toward the crown. For a 
fluke- or plow-type anchor, a trip line 
consisting of a line from the crown of 
the anchor to a surface buoy would be 
required. 

(c) Coastal migratory pelagic fish—(1) 
Authorized gear. Subject to the prohibi-
tions on gear/methods specified in 
§ 622.31, the following are the only fish-
ing gears that may be used in the Gulf, 
Mid-Atlantic, and South Atlantic EEZ 
in directed fisheries for coastal migra-
tory pelagic fish: 

(i) King mackerel, Atlantic migra-
tory group— 

(A) North of 34°37.3′ N. lat., the lati-
tude of Cape Lookout Light, NC—all 
gear except drift gillnet and long 
gillnet. 

(B) South of 34°37.3′ N. lat.—auto-
matic reel, bandit gear, handline, and 
rod and reel. 

(ii) King mackerel, Gulf migratory 
group—hook-and-line gear and, in the 
southern Florida west coast subzone 
only, run-around gillnet. (See 
§ 622.42(c)(1)(i)(A)(3) for a description of 
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the southern Florida west coast 
subzone.) 

(iii) Spanish mackerel, Atlantic mi-
gratory group—automatic reel, bandit 
gear, handline, rod and reel, cast net, 
run-around gillnet, and stab net. 

(iv) Spanish mackerel, Gulf migra-
tory group—all gear except drift 
gillnet, long gillnet, and purse seine. 

(v) Cobia in the Mid-Atlantic and 
South Atlantic EEZ and little tunny in 
the South Atlantic EEZ south of 
34°37.3′ N. lat.—automatic reel, bandit 
gear, handline, rod and reel, and pe-
lagic longline. 

(vi) Cero in the South Atlantic EEZ 
and little tunny in the South Atlantic 
EEZ north of 34°37.3′ N. lat.—all gear 
except drift gillnet and long gillnet. 

(vii) Bluefish, cero, cobia, dolphin, 
and little tunny in the Gulf EEZ—all 
gear except drift gillnet and long 
gillnet. 

(2) Unauthorized gear. Gear types 
other than those specified in paragraph 
(c)(1) of this section are unauthorized 
gear and the following possession limi-
tations apply: 

(i) Long gillnets. A vessel with a long 
gillnet on board in, or that has fished 
on a trip in, the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or 
South Atlantic EEZ may not have on 
board on that trip a coastal migratory 
pelagic fish. 

(ii) Drift gillnets. A vessel with a drift 
gillnet on board in, or that has fished 
on a trip in, the Gulf EEZ may not 
have on board on that trip a coastal 
migratory pelagic fish. 

(iii) Other unauthorized gear. Except 
as specified in paragraph (c)(2)(iv) of 
this section, a person aboard a vessel 
with unauthorized gear other than a 
drift gillnet in the Gulf EEZ or a long 
gillnet on board in, or that has fished 
in, the EEZ where such gear is not au-
thorized in paragraph (c)(1) of this sec-
tion, is subject to the bag limit for 
king and Spanish mackerel specified in 
§ 622.39(c)(1)(ii) and to the limit on 
cobia specified in § 622.32(c)(1). 

(iv) Exception for king mackerel in the 
Gulf EEZ. The provisions of this para-
graph (c)(2)(iv) apply to king mackerel 
taken in the Gulf EEZ and to such king 
mackerel possessed in the Gulf. Para-
graph (c)(2)(iii) of this section notwith-
standing, a person aboard a vessel that 
has a valid commercial permit for king 

mackerel is not subject to the bag 
limit for king mackerel when the ves-
sel has on board on a trip unauthorized 
gear other than a drift gillnet in the 
Gulf EEZ, a long gillnet, or a run- 
around gillnet in an area other than 
the southern Florida west coast 
subzone. Thus, the following applies to 
a vessel that has a commercial permit 
for king mackerel: 

(A) Such vessel may not use unau-
thorized gear in a directed fishery for 
king mackerel in the Gulf EEZ. 

(B) If such a vessel has a drift gillnet 
or a long gillnet on board or a run- 
around gillnet in an area other than 
the southern Florida west coast 
subzone, no king mackerel may be pos-
sessed. 

(C) If such a vessel has unauthorized 
gear on board other than a drift gillnet 
in the Gulf EEZ, a long gillnet, or a 
run-around gillnet in an area other 
than the southern Florida west coast 
subzone, the possession of king mack-
erel taken incidentally is restricted 
only by the closure provisions of 
§ 622.43(a)(3) and the trip limits speci-
fied in § 622.44(a). See also paragraph 
(c)(4) of this section regarding the 
purse seine incidental catch allowance 
of king mackerel. 

(3) Gillnets—(i) King mackerel. The 
minimum allowable mesh size for a 
gillnet used to fish in the Gulf, Mid-At-
lantic, or South Atlantic EEZ for king 
mackerel is 4.75 inches (12.1 cm), 
stretched mesh. A vessel in such EEZ, 
or having fished on a trip in such EEZ, 
with a gillnet on board that has a mesh 
size less than 4.75 (12.1 cm) inches, 
stretched mesh, may not possess on 
that trip an incidental catch of king 
mackerel that exceeds 10 percent, by 
number, of the total lawfully possessed 
Spanish mackerel on board. 

(ii) Spanish mackerel. (A) The min-
imum allowable mesh size for a gillnet 
used to fish for Spanish mackerel in 
the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or South Atlan-
tic EEZ is 3.5 inches (8.9 cm), stretched 
mesh. 

(1) A vessel in the Gulf EEZ, or hav-
ing fished on a trip in the Gulf EEZ, 
with a gillnet on board that has a mesh 
size less than 3.5 inches (8.9 cm), 
stretched mesh, may not possess on 
that trip any Spanish mackerel. 
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(2) A vessel in the South Atlantic or 
Mid-Atlantic EEZ, or having fished on 
a trip in such EEZ, with a gillnet on 
board that has a mesh size less than 3.5 
inches (8.9 cm), stretched mesh, may 
possess or land on the day of that trip 
no more than 500 lb (227 kg) of inciden-
tally caught Spanish mackerel. 

(B) On board a vessel with a valid 
Spanish mackerel permit that is fish-
ing for Spanish mackerel in, or that 
possesses Spanish mackerel in or from, 
the South Atlantic EEZ off Florida 
north of 25°20.4′ N. lat., which is a line 
directly east from the Miami-Dade/ 
Monroe County, FL, boundary— 

(1) No person may fish with, set, 
place in the water, or have on board a 
gillnet with a float line longer than 800 
yd (732 m). 

(2) No person may fish with, set, or 
place in the water more than one 
gillnet at any one time. 

(3) No more than two gillnets, includ-
ing any net in use, may be possessed at 
any one time; provided, however, that 
if two gillnets, including any net in 
use, are possessed at any one time, 
they must have stretched mesh sizes 
(as allowed under the regulations) that 
differ by at least .25 inch (.64 cm). 

(4) No person may soak a gillnet for 
more than 1 hour. The soak period be-
gins when the first mesh is placed in 
the water and ends either when the 
first mesh is retrieved back on board 
the vessel or the gathering of the 
gillnet is begun to facilitate retrieval 
on board the vessel, whichever occurs 
first; providing that, once the first 
mesh is retrieved or the gathering is 
begun, the retrieval is continuous until 
the gillnet is completely removed from 
the water. 

(5) The float line of each gillnet pos-
sessed, including any net in use, must 
have the distinctive floats specified in 
§ 622.6(b)(2). 

(4) Purse seine incidental catch allow-
ance. A vessel in the EEZ, or having 
fished in the EEZ, with a purse seine 
on board will not be considered as fish-
ing, or having fished, for king or Span-
ish mackerel in violation of a prohibi-
tion of purse seines under paragraph 
(c)(2) of this section, in violation of the 
possession limits under paragraph 
(c)(2)(iii) of this section, or, in the case 
of king mackerel from the Atlantic mi-

gratory group, in violation of a closure 
effected in accordance with § 622.43(a), 
provided the king mackerel on board 
does not exceed 1 percent, or the Span-
ish mackerel on board does not exceed 
10 percent, of all fish on board the ves-
sel. Incidental catch will be calculated 
by number and/or weight of fish. Nei-
ther calculation may exceed the allow-
able percentage. Incidentally caught 
king or Spanish mackerel are counted 
toward the quotas provided for under 
§ 622.42(c) and are subject to the prohi-
bition of sale under § 622.43(a)(3)(iii). 

(d) South Atlantic snapper-grouper—(1) 
Authorized gear. Subject to the gear re-
strictions specified in § 622.31, the fol-
lowing are the only gear types author-
ized in a directed fishery for snapper- 
grouper in the South Atlantic EEZ: 
Bandit gear, bottom longline, buoy 
gear, handline, rod and reel, sea bass 
pot, and spearfishing gear. 

(2) Unauthorized gear. All gear types 
other than those specified in paragraph 
(d)(1) of this section are unauthorized 
gear and the following possession and 
transfer limitations apply. 

(i) A vessel with trawl gear on board 
that fishes in the EEZ on a trip may 
possess no more than 200 lb (90.7 kg) of 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper, ex-
cluding wreckfish, in or from the EEZ 
on that trip. It is a rebuttable pre-
sumption that a vessel with more than 
200 lb (90.7 kg) of South Atlantic snap-
per-grouper, excluding wreckfish, on 
board harvested such fish in the EEZ. 

(ii) Except as specified in paragraphs 
(d)(3) through (d)(5) of this section, a 
person aboard a vessel with unauthor-
ized gear on board, other than trawl 
gear, that fishes in the EEZ on a trip is 
limited on that trip to: 

(A) South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
species for which a bag limit is speci-
fied in § 622.39(d)(1)—the bag limit. 

(B) All other South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper—zero. 

(iii) South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
on board a vessel with unauthorized 
gear on board may not be transferred 
at sea, regardless of where such trans-
fer takes place, and such snapper- 
grouper may not be transferred in the 
EEZ. 

(iv) No vessel may receive at sea any 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper from a 
vessel with unauthorized gear on 
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board, as specified in paragraph 
(d)(2)(iii) of this section. 

(3) Possession allowance regarding sink 
nets off North Carolina. A vessel that 
has on board a commercial permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper, ex-
cluding wreckfish, that fishes in the 
EEZ off North Carolina with a sink net 
on board, may retain, without regard 
to the limits specified in paragraph 
(d)(2)(ii) of this section, otherwise legal 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper taken 
with bandit gear, buoy gear, handline, 
rod and reel, or sea bass pot. For the 
purpose of this paragraph (d)(3), a sink 
net is a gillnet with stretched mesh 
measurements of 3 to 4.75 inches (7.6 to 
12.1 cm) that is attached to the vessel 
when deployed. 

(4) Possession allowance regarding bait 
nets. A vessel that has on board a com-
mercial permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper, excluding wreckfish, 
that fishes in the South Atlantic EEZ 
with no more than one bait net on 
board, may retain, without regard to 
the limits specified in paragraph 
(d)(2)(ii) of this section, otherwise legal 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper taken 
with bandit gear, buoy gear, handline, 
rod and reel, or sea bass pot. For the 
purpose of this paragraph (d)(4), a bait 
net is a gillnet not exceeding 50 ft (15.2 
m) in length or 10 ft (3.1 m) in height 
with stretched mesh measurements of 
1.5 inches (3.8 cm) or smaller that is at-
tached to the vessel when deployed. 

(5) Possession allowance regarding cast 
nets. A vessel that has on board a com-
mercial permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper, excluding wreckfish, 
that fishes in the South Atlantic EEZ 
with a cast net on board, may retain, 
without regard to the limits specified 
in paragraph (d)(2)(ii) of this section, 
otherwise legal South Atlantic snap-
per-grouper taken with bandit gear, 
buoy gear, handline, rod and reel, or 
sea bass pot. For the purpose of this 
paragraph (d)(5), a cast net is a cone- 
shaped net thrown by hand and de-
signed to spread out and capture fish as 
the weighted circumference sinks to 
the bottom and comes together when 
pulled by a line. 

(6) Longline species limitation. A vessel 
that has on board a valid Federal com-
mercial permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper, excluding wreckfish, 

that fishes in the EEZ on a trip with a 
longline on board, may possess only 
the following South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper: snowy grouper, warsaw group-
er, yellowedge grouper, misty grouper, 
golden tilefish, blueline tilefish, and 
sand tilefish. For the purpose of this 
paragraph, a vessel is considered to 
have a longline on board when a power- 
operated longline hauler, a cable of di-
ameter suitable for use in the longline 
fishery on any reel, and gangions are 
on board. Removal of any one of these 
three elements constitutes removal of 
a longline. 

(e) South Atlantic golden crab. Traps 
are the only fishing gear authorized in 
directed fishing for golden crab in the 
South Atlantic EEZ. Golden crab in or 
from the South Atlantic EEZ may not 
be retained on board a vessel pos-
sessing or using unauthorized gear. 

(f) Caribbean queen conch. In the Car-
ibbean EEZ, no person may harvest 
queen conch by diving while using a de-
vice that provides a continuous air sup-
ply from the surface. 

(g) Rock and penaeid shrimp in the 
South Atlantic--(1) BRD requirements. 
Except as exempted in paragraph (g)(4) 
of this section, BRDs are required as 
follows: 

(i) On a penaeid shrimp trawler in the 
South Atlantic EEZ, each trawl net 
that is rigged for fishing and has a 
mesh size less than 2.50 inches (6.35 
cm), as measured between the centers 
of opposite knots when pulled taut, and 
each try net that is rigged for fishing 
and has a headrope length longer than 
16.0 ft (4.9 m), must have a certified 
BRD installed. 

(ii) On a vessel that fishes for or pos-
sesses rock shrimp in the South Atlan-
tic EEZ, each trawl net or try net that 
is rigged for fishing must have a cer-
tified BRD installed. 

(iii) A trawl net or try net is rigged 
for fishing if it is in the water, or if it 
is shackled, tied, or otherwise con-
nected to a sled, door, or other device 
that spreads the net, or to a tow rope, 
cable, pole, or extension, either on 
board or attached to a shrimp trawler. 

(2) Certified BRDs. The following 
BRDs are certified for use in the South 
Atlantic EEZ. Specifications of these 
certified BRDs are contained in Appen-
dix D of this part. 
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(i) Extended funnel. 
(ii) Expanded mesh. 
(iii) Fisheye. 
(iv) Gulf fisheye. 
(v) Jones-Davis. 
(3) Certification of additional BRDs. (i) 

A person who proposes a BRD for cer-
tification for use in the South Atlantic 
EEZ must submit an application to 
test such BRD, conduct the testing, 
and submit the results of the test in 
accordance with the Bycatch Reduction 
Device Testing Protocol Manual, which is 
available from the RA upon request. 

(ii) For a new BRD to be certified, it 
must be statistically demonstrated 
that in testing under the Bycatch Re-
duction Device Testing Protocol Manual 
the BRD can reduce the total weight of 
finfish taken as bycatch by at least 30 
percent. 

(iii) If a BRD meets the certification 
criterion, as determined under the test-
ing protocol, NMFS will publish a no-
tice in the FEDERAL REGISTER adding 
the BRD to the list of certified BRDs in 
paragraph (g)(2) of this section and pro-
viding the specifications for the newly 
certified BRD, including any special 
conditions deemed appropriate based 
on the certification testing results. 

(4) Limited exemption. A rock or 
penaeid shrimp trawler that is author-
ized by the RA to test a BRD in the 
EEZ for possible certification, has such 
written authorization on board, and is 
conducting such test in accordance 
with the Bycatch Reduction Device Test-
ing Protocol Manual is granted a lim-
ited exemption from the BRD require-
ment specified in paragraph (g)(1) of 
this section. The exemption from the 
BRD requirement is limited to those 
trawls that are being used in the cer-
tification trials. All other trawls 
rigged for fishing must be equipped 
with certified BRDs. 

(h) Shrimp in the Gulf—(1) BRD re-
quirement—(i) West of 85°30′ W. long. On 
a shrimp trawler in the Gulf EEZ west 
of 85°30′ W. long. and shoreward of the 
100-fathom (183-m) depth contour, each 
net that is rigged for fishing must have 
a certified BRD listed in paragraph 
(h)(2)(i) of this section installed, unless 
exempted as specified in paragraphs 
(h)(1)(iii) through (v) or paragraph 
(h)(3)(iii) of this section. 

(ii) East of 85°30′ W. long. On a shrimp 
trawler in the Gulf EEZ east of 85°30′ 
W. long., each net that is rigged for 
fishing must have a certified BRD list-
ed in paragraph (h)(2)(ii) of this section 
installed, unless exempted as specified 
in paragraphs (h)(1)(iii) through (v) or 
paragraph (h)(3)(iii) of this section. 

(iii) A shrimp trawler is exempt from 
the requirement to have a certified 
BRD installed in each net provided 
that at least 90 percent (by weight) of 
all shrimp on board or offloaded from 
such trawler are royal red shrimp. 

(iv) A shrimp trawler is exempt from 
the requirement to have a BRD in-
stalled in a single try net with a 
headrope length of 16 ft (4.9 m) or less 
provided the single try net is either 
pulled immediately in front of another 
net or is not connected to another net. 

(v) A shrimp trawler is exempt from 
the requirement to have a certified 
BRD installed in up to two rigid-frame 
roller trawls that are 16 ft (4.9 m) or 
less in length used or possessed on 
board. A rigid-frame roller trawl is a 
trawl that has a mouth formed by a 
rigid frame and a grid of rigid vertical 
bars; has rollers on the lower hori-
zontal part of the frame to allow the 
trawl to roll over the bottom and any 
obstruction while being towed; and has 
no doors, boards, or similar devices at-
tached to keep the mouth of the trawl 
open. 

(vi) A trawl net is rigged for fishing 
if it is in the water, or if it is shackled, 
tied, or otherwise connected to a sled, 
door, or other device that spreads the 
net, or to a tow rope, cable, pole, or ex-
tension, either on board or attached to 
a shrimp trawler. 

(2) Certified BRDs. The following 
BRDs are certified for use by shrimp 
trawlers in the respective areas of the 
Gulf EEZ specified in paragraphs 
(h)(2)(i) and (ii) of this section. Speci-
fications of these certified BRDs are 
contained in appendix D to this part. 

(i) West of 85°30′ W. long. 
(A) Fisheye. 
(B) Gulf fisheye. 
(C) Jones-Davis. 
(ii) East of 85°30′ W. long. 
(A) Fisheye. 
(B) Gulf fisheye. 
(C) Jones-Davis. 
(D) Extended funnel. 
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(E) Expanded mesh. 
(3) Procedures for certification of addi-

tional BRDs. The process for the certifi-
cation of additional BRDs consists of 
two phases—an optional pre-certifi-
cation phase and a required certifi-
cation phase. 

(i) Pre-certification. The pre-certifi-
cation phase allows a person to test 
and evaluate a new BRD design for up 
to 60 days without being subject to the 
observer requirements and rigorous 
testing requirements specified for cer-
tification testing in the Gulf Of Mexico 
Bycatch Reduction Device Testing Pro-
tocol Manual. 

(A) A person who wants to conduct 
pre-certification phase testing must 
submit an application, as specified in 
the Gulf Of Mexico Bycatch Reduction 
Device Testing Protocol Manual, to the 
RA. The Gulf Of Mexico Bycatch Reduc-
tion Device Testing Protocol Manual, 
which is available from the RA, upon 
request, contains the application 
forms. 

(B) After reviewing the application, 
the RA will determine whether to issue 
a letter of authorization (LOA) to con-
duct pre-certification trials upon the 
vessel specified in the application. The 
RA will issue a pre-certification phase 
LOA if the BRD design is substantially 
unlike any BRD design previously de-
termined not to meet the BRD certifi-
cation criterion or, if the design is sub-
stantially similar to a BRD design pre-
viously determined not to meet the 
BRD certification criteria, and the ap-
plication demonstrates that the design 
could meet the certification criterion 
through design revision or upon re-
testing (e.g., the application shows 
that statistical results could be im-
proved upon retesting by such things 
as using a larger sample size than that 
previously used). If the RA authorizes 
pre-certification, the RA’s letter of au-
thorization must be on board the vessel 
during any trip involving the BRD 
testing. 

(ii) Certification. A person who pro-
poses a BRD for certification for use in 
the Gulf EEZ must submit an applica-
tion to test such BRD, conduct the 
testing, and submit the results of the 
test in accordance with the Gulf Of 
Mexico Bycatch Reduction Device Testing 
Protocol Manual. The RA will issue a 

LOA to conduct certification trials 
upon the vessel specified in the appli-
cation if the RA finds that: The test 
plan meets the requirements of the 
protocol; the observer identified in the 
application is qualified and has no cur-
rent or prior financial relationship 
with the entity seeking BRD certifi-
cation; the application presents a BRD 
candidate substantially unlike BRDs 
previously determined not to meet the 
current bycatch reduction criterion, or 
the applicant has shown good cause for 
reconsideration (such as the likelihood 
of improved statistical results yielded 
from a larger sample size than that 
previously used); and for BRDs not pre-
viously tested for certification, the re-
sults of any pre-certification trials 
conducted have been reviewed and 
deemed to indicate a reasonable sci-
entific basis for conducting certifi-
cation testing. If authorization to con-
duct certification trials is denied, the 
RA will provide a letter of explanation 
to the applicant, together with rel-
evant recommendations to address the 
deficiencies resulting in the denial. If a 
BRD meets the certification criterion, 
as determined under the testing pro-
tocol, NMFS will publish a notice in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER adding the BRD 
to the list of certified BRDs in para-
graph (h)(2) of this section providing 
the specifications for the newly cer-
tified BRD, including any special con-
ditions deemed appropriate based on 
the certification testing results. 

(iii) A shrimp trawler that is author-
ized to participate in the pre-certifi-
cation phase or to test a BRD in the 
EEZ for possible certification has such 
written authorization on board and is 
conducting such test in accordance 
with the Gulf Of Mexico Bycatch Reduc-
tion Device Testing Protocol Manual is 
granted a limited exemption from the 
BRD requirement specified in para-
graph (h)(1) of this section. The exemp-
tion from the BRD requirement is lim-
ited to those trawls that are being used 
in the certification trials. All other 
trawls rigged for fishing must be 
equipped with certified BRDs. 

(i) Gulf reef fish exhibiting trap rash. 
Gulf reef fish in or from the Gulf EEZ 
that exhibit trap rash may be possessed 
on board a vessel only if that vessel has 
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a valid fish trap endorsement, as re-
quired under § 622.4(a)(2)(i), on board. 
Possession of such fish on board a ves-
sel without a valid fish trap endorse-
ment is prima facie evidence of illegal 
trap use and is prohibited. For the pur-
pose of this paragraph, trap rash is de-
fined as physical damage to fish that 
characteristically results from contact 
with wire fish traps. Such damage in-
cludes, but is not limited to, broken fin 
spines, fin rays, or teeth; visually obvi-
ous loss of scales; and cuts or abrasions 
on the body of the fish, particularly on 
the head, snout, or mouth. 

(j) Rock shrimp in the South Atlantic 
off Georgia and Florida. The minimum 
mesh size for the cod end of a rock 
shrimp trawl net in the South Atlantic 
EEZ off Georgia and Florida is 1 7/8 
inches (4.8 cm), stretched mesh. This 
minimum mesh size is required in at 
least the last 40 meshes forward of the 
cod end drawstring (tie-off rings), and 
smaller-mesh bag liners are not al-
lowed. A vessel that has a trawl net on 
board that does not meet these require-
ments may not possess a rock shrimp 
in or from the South Atlantic EEZ off 
Georgia and Florida. 

(k) Pelagic sargassum. The minimum 
allowable mesh size for a net used to 
fish for pelagic sargassum in the South 
Atlantic EEZ is 4.0 inches (10.2 cm), 
stretched mesh, and such net must be 
attached to a frame no larger than 4 ft 
by 6 ft (1.2 m by 1.8 m). A vessel in the 
South Atlantic EEZ with a net on 
board that does not meet these require-
ments may not possess any pelagic 
sargassum. 

(l) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo—(1) Au-
thorized gear. The following are the 
only authorized gear types in the fish-
eries for dolphin and wahoo in the At-
lantic EEZ: Automatic reel, bandit 
gear, handline, pelagic longline, rod 
and reel, and spearfishing gear (includ-
ing powerheads). A person aboard a 
vessel in the Atlantic EEZ that has on 
board gear types other than authorized 
gear types may not possess a dolphin 
or wahoo. 

(2) [Reserved] 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 43959, Aug. 27, 1996; 61 FR 65484, Dec. 13, 
1996; 62 FR 18539, Apr. 16, 1997; 63 FR 10568, 
Mar. 4, 1998; 63 FR 18144, Apr. 14, 1998; 63 FR 
38303, July 16, 1998; 64 FR 3628, Jan. 25, 1999; 
64 FR 36781, July 8, 1999; 64 FR 37694, July 13, 
1999; 64 FR 43941, Aug. 12, 1999; 64 FR 45459, 
Aug. 20, 1999; 64 FR 52428, Sept. 29, 1999; 64 FR 
59126, Nov. 2, 1999; 64 FR 68935, Dec. 9, 1999; 65 
FR 16340, Mar. 28, 2000; 65 FR 52957, Aug. 31, 
2000; 65 FR 61116, Oct. 16, 2000; 68 FR 2196, 
Jan. 16, 2003; 68 FR 57378, Oct. 3, 2003; 69 FR 
1541, Jan. 9, 2004; 69 FR 30242, May 27, 2004; 70 
FR 62082, Oct. 28, 2005; 70 FR 73388, Dec. 12, 
2005] 

§ 622.42 Quotas. 
Quotas apply for the fishing year for 

each species or species group. Except 
for the quotas for Gulf and South At-
lantic coral, the quotas include species 
harvested from state waters adjoining 
the EEZ. Quotas for species managed 
under this part are as follows. (See 
§ 622.32 for limitations on taking pro-
hibited and limited-harvest species. 
The limitations in § 622.32 apply with-
out regard to whether the species is 
harvested by a vessel operating under a 
commercial vessel permit or by a per-
son subject to the bag limits.) 

(a) Gulf reef fish—(1) Commercial 
quotas. The following quotas apply to 
persons who fish under commercial ves-
sel permits for Gulf reef fish, as re-
quired under § 622.4(a)(2)(v). 

(i) Red snapper—4.65 million lb (2.11 
million kg), round weight, apportioned 
as follows: 

(A) Two-thirds of the quota specified 
in § 622.42(a)(1)(i), 3.10 million lb (1.41 
million kg), available at noon on Feb-
ruary 1 each year, subject to the clo-
sure provisions of §§ 622.34(l) and 
622.43(a)(1)(i). 

(B) The remainder available at noon 
on October 1 each year, subject to the 
closure provisions of §§ 622.34(l) and 
622.43(a)(1)(i). 

(ii) Deep-water groupers (i.e., 
yellowedge grouper, misty grouper, 
warsaw grouper, snowy grouper, and 
speckled hind), and, after the quota for 
shallow-water grouper is reached, 
scamp, combined—1.02 million lb (0.46 
million kg), gutted weight, that is, 
eviscerated but otherwise whole. 

(iii) Shallow-water groupers (i.e., all 
groupers other than deep-water 
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groupers, goliath grouper, and Nassau 
grouper), including scamp before the 
quota for shallow-water groupers is 
reached, combined—8.80 million lb (3.99 
million kg), gutted weight, that is, 
eviscerated but otherwise whole. With-
in the shallow-water grouper quota 
there is a separate quota for red group-
er—5.31 million lb (2.41 million kg), 
gutted weight. When either the shal-
low-water grouper quota or the red 
grouper quota is reached, the entire 
shallow-water grouper fishery will be 
closed and the closure provisions of 
§ 622.43(a) introductory text and 
§ 622.43(a)(1)(i) apply to the entire shal-
low-water grouper fishery. 

(iv) Tilefishes (i.e., tilefish and 
goldface, blackline, anchor, and 
blueline tilefish) combined—0.44 mil-
lion lb (0.20 million kg), gutted weight, 
that is, eviscerated but otherwise 
whole. 

(2) Recreational quota for red snapper. 
The following quota applies to persons 
who harvest red snapper other than 
under commercial vessel permits for 
Gulf reef fish and the commercial 
quota specified in paragraph (a)(1)(i) of 
this section—4.47 million lb (2.03 mil-
lion kg), round weight. 

(b) Gulf and South Atlantic allowable 
octocoral. The quota for all persons who 
harvest allowable octocoral in the EEZ 
of the Gulf and South Atlantic is 50,000 
colonies. A colony is a continuous 
group of coral polyps forming a single 
unit. 

(c) King and Spanish mackerel. King 
and Spanish mackerel quotas apply to 
persons who fish under commercial ves-
sel permits for king or Spanish mack-
erel, as required under § 622.4(a)(2)(iii) 
or (iv). A fish is counted against the 
quota for the area where it is caught 
when it is first sold. 

(1) Migratory groups of king mackerel— 
(i) Gulf migratory group. The quota for 
the Gulf migratory group of king 
mackerel is 3.26 million lb (1.48 million 
kg). The Gulf migratory group is di-
vided into eastern and western zones 
separated by 87°31′06″ W. long., which is 
a line directly south from the Alabama/ 
Florida boundary. Quotas for the east-
ern and western zones are as follows: 

(A) Eastern zone—2.25 million lb (1.02 
million kg), which is further divided 
into quotas as follows: 

(1) Florida east coast subzone— 
1,040,625 lb (472,020 kg). 

(2) Florida west coast subzone—(i) 
Southern—1,040,625 lb (472,020 kg), which 
is further divided into a quota of 520,312 
lb (236,010 kg) for vessels fishing with 
hook-and-line and a quota of 520,312 lb 
(236,010 kg) for vessels fishing with run- 
around gillnets. 

(ii) Northern—168,750 lb (76,544 kg). 
(3) Description of Florida subzones. 

The Florida east coast subzone is that 
part of the eastern zone north of 25°20.4′ 
N. lat., which is a line directly east 
from the Miami-Dade/Monroe County, 
FL, boundary. The Florida west coast 
subzone is that part of the eastern zone 
south and west of 25°20.4′ N. lat. The 
Florida west coast subzone is further 
divided into southern and northern 
subzones. From November 1 through 
March 31, the southern subzone is that 
part of the Florida west coast subzone 
that extends south and west from 
25°20.4′ N. lat. to 26°19.8′ N. lat., a line 
directly west from the Lee/Collier 
County, FL, boundary (i.e., the area off 
Collier and Monroe Counties). From 
April 1 through October 31, the south-
ern subzone is that part of the Florida 
west coast subzone that is between 
26°19.8′ N. lat. and 25°48′ N. lat., which 
is a line directly west from the Monroe/ 
Collier County, FL, boundary (i.e., off 
Collier County). The northern subzone 
is that part of the Florida west coast 
subzone that is between 26°19.8′ N. lat. 
and 87°31′06″ W. long., which is a line di-
rectly south from the Alabama/Florida 
boundary. 

(B) Western zone—1.01 million lb (0.46 
million kg). 

(ii) Atlantic migratory group. The 
quota for the Atlantic migratory group 
of king mackerel is 3.71 million lb (1.68 
million kg). No more than 0.40 million 
lb (0.18 million kg) may be harvested 
by purse seines. 

(2) Migratory groups of Spanish mack-
erel—(i) Gulf migratory group. The quota 
for the Gulf migratory group of Span-
ish mackerel is 5.187 million lb (2.353 
million kg). 

(ii) Atlantic migratory group. The 
quota for the Atlantic migratory group 
of Spanish mackerel is 3.87 million lb 
(1.76 million kg). 

(d) Royal red shrimp in the Gulf. The 
quota for all persons who harvest royal 
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red shrimp in the Gulf is 392,000 lb 
(177.8 mt), tail weight. 

(e) South Atlantic snapper-grouper, ex-
cluding wreckfish. The quotas apply to 
persons who are not subject to the bag 
limits. (See § 622.39(a)(1) for applica-
bility of the bag limits.) 

(1) Snowy grouper—344,508 lb (156,266 
kg), gutted weight, that is, eviscerated 
but otherwise whole. 

(2) Golden tilefish—1,001,663 lb (454,347 
kg), gutted weight, that is, eviscerated 
but otherwise whole. 

(3) Greater amberjack—1,169,931 lb 
(530,672 kg), gutted weight, that is, 
eviscerated but otherwise whole. 

(f) Wreckfish. The quota for wreckfish 
applies to wreckfish shareholders, or 
their employees, contractors, or 
agents, and is 2 million lb (907,185 kg), 
round weight. See § 622.15 for informa-
tion on the wreckfish shareholder 
under the ITQ system. 

(g) Pelagic sargassum. The quota for 
all persons who harvest pelagic 
sargassum in the South Atlantic EEZ 
is 5,000 lb (2,268 kg), wet, landed weight. 
See § 622.35(g)(1) for area limitations on 
the harvest of pelagic sargassum. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 48643, Sept. 16, 1996; 62 FR 13988, Mar. 25, 
1997; 62 FR 23674, May 1, 1997; 62 FR 46679, 
Sept. 4, 1997; 62 FR 67723, Dec. 30, 1997; 63 FR 
8356, Feb. 19, 1998; 63 FR 10569, Mar. 4, 1998; 64 
FR 3629, Jan. 25, 1999; 64 FR 45459, Aug. 20, 
1999; 64 FR 59126, Nov. 2, 1999; 65 FR 16340, 
Mar. 28, 2000; 65 FR 30363, May 11, 2000; 65 FR 
41016, July 3, 2000; 65 FR 50162, Aug. 17, 2000; 
66 FR 17369, Mar. 30, 2001; 68 FR 57378, Oct. 3, 
2003; 69 FR 33320, June 15, 2004; 71 FR 28285, 
May 16, 2006] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 71 FR 55107, 
Sept. 21, 2006, § 622.42 was amended by revis-
ing paragraph (e), effective Oct. 23, 2006. For 
the convenience of the user, the revised text 
is set forth as follows: 

§ 622.42 Quotas. 

* * * * * 

(e) South Atlantic snapper-grouper, excluding 
wreckfish. The quotas apply to persons who 
are not subject to the bag limits. (See 
§ 622.39(a)(1) for applicability of the bag lim-
its.) The quotas are in gutted weight, that is, 
eviscerated but otherwise whole. 

(1) Snowy grouper. (i) For the fishing year 
that commences January 1, 2006—151,000 lb 
(68,492 kg). 

(ii) For the fishing year that commences 
January 1, 2007—118,000 lb (53,524 kg). 

(iii) For the fishing year that commences 
January 1, 2008, and for subsequent fishing 
years–84,000 lb (38,102 kg). 

(2) Golden tilefish—295,000 lb (133,810 kg). 
(3) Greater amberjack—1,169,931 lb (530,672 

kg). 
(4) Vermilion snapper—1,100,000 lb (498,952 

kg). 
(5) Black sea bass. (i) For the fishing year 

that commences June 1, 2006—477,000 lb 
(216,364 kg). 

(ii) For the fishing year that commences 
June 1, 2007—423,000 lb (191,870 kg). 

(iii) For the fishing year that commences 
June 1, 2008, and for subsequent fishing 
years—309,000 lb (140,160 kg). 

(6) Red porgy—127,000 lb (57,606 kg). 

* * * * * 

§ 622.43 Closures. 
(a) General. When a quota specified in 

§ 622.42 is reached, or is projected to be 
reached, the Assistant Administrator 
will file a notification to that effect 
with the Office of the Federal Register. 
On and after the effective date of such 
notification, for the remainder of the 
fishing year, the following closure re-
strictions apply: 

(1) Gulf reef fish—(i) Commercial 
quotas. The application of bag limits 
described in this paragraph (a)(1)(i) 
notwithstanding, bag limits of Gulf 
reef fish may not be possessed on board 
a vessel with commercial quantities of 
Gulf reef fish, i.e., Gulf reef fish in ex-
cess of applicable bag/possession limits, 
on board, as specified in § 622.39(a)(5). 

(A) If the recreational fishery for the 
indicated species is open, the bag and 
possession limits specified in § 622.39(b) 
apply to all harvest or possession in or 
from the Gulf EEZ of the indicated spe-
cies, and the sale or purchase of the in-
dicated species taken from the Gulf 
EEZ is prohibited. In addition, the bag 
and possession limits for red snapper, 
when applicable, apply on board a ves-
sel for which a commercial permit for 
Gulf reef fish has been issued, as re-
quired under § 622.4(a)(2)(v), without re-
gard to where such red snapper were 
harvested. 

(B) If the recreational fishery for the 
indicated species is closed, all harvest 
or possession in or from the Gulf EEZ 
of the indicated species is prohibited. 

(ii) Recreational quota for red snapper. 
The bag and possession limit for red 
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snapper in or from the Gulf EEZ is 
zero. 

(2) Gulf and South Atlantic allowable 
octocoral. Allowable octocoral may not 
be harvested or possessed in the Gulf 
EEZ or South Atlantic EEZ and the 
sale or purchase of allowable octocoral 
in or from the Gulf EEZ or South At-
lantic EEZ is prohibited. 

(3) King and Spanish mackerel. The 
closure provisions of this paragraph 
(a)(3) do not apply to Atlantic migra-
tory group Spanish mackerel, which 
are managed under the commercial 
trip limits specified in § 622.44(b) in lieu 
of the closure provisions of this sec-
tion. 

(i) A person aboard a vessel for which 
a commercial permit for king or Span-
ish mackerel has been issued, as re-
quired under § 622.4(a)(2)(iii) or (iv), 
may not fish for king or Spanish mack-
erel in the EEZ or retain king or Span-
ish mackerel in or from the EEZ under 
a bag or possession limit specified in 
§ 622.39(c) for the closed species, migra-
tory group, zone, subzone, or gear, ex-
cept as provided for under paragraph 
(a)(3)(ii) of this section. 

(ii) A person aboard a vessel for 
which valid charter vessel/headboat 
permits for Gulf coastal migratory pe-
lagic fish or South Atlantic coastal mi-
gratory pelagic fish and a valid com-
mercial vessel permit for king or Span-
ish mackerel have been issued may 
continue to retain fish under a bag and 
possession limit specified in § 622.39(c), 
provided the vessel is operating as a 
charter vessel or headboat. 

(iii) The sale or purchase of king or 
Spanish mackerel of the closed species, 
migratory group, zone, subzone, or gear 
type is prohibited, including such king 
or Spanish mackerel taken under the 
bag limits. 

(4) Royal red shrimp in the Gulf. Royal 
red shrimp in or from the Gulf EEZ 
may not be retained, and the sale or 
purchase of royal red shrimp taken 
from the Gulf EEZ is prohibited. 

(5) South Atlantic snapper-grouper, ex-
cluding wreckfish—(i) Greater amberjack. 
The bag limit specified in 
§ 622.39(d)(1)(i) and the possession limits 
specified in § 622.39(d)(2) apply to all 
harvest or possession of greater 
amberjack in or from the South Atlan-
tic EEZ, and the sale or purchase of 

greater amberjack taken from the EEZ 
is prohibited. In addition, the bag and 
possession limits for greater amberjack 
and the prohibition on sale/purchase 
apply in the South Atlantic on board a 
vessel for which a valid Federal com-
mercial or charter vessel/headboat per-
mit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
has been issued, without regard to 
where such greater amberjack were 
harvested. 

(ii) Golden tilefish and snowy grouper. 
Golden tilefish and snowy grouper, for 
which there are quotas, are managed 
under the commercial trip limits speci-
fied in § 622.44(c) in lieu of the closure 
provisions of this section. 

(6) Wreckfish. Wreckfish in or from 
the South Atlantic EEZ may not be re-
tained, and the sale or purchase of 
wreckfish taken from the South Atlan-
tic EEZ is prohibited. 

(7) Pelagic sargassum. Pelagic 
sargassum may not be fished for or pos-
sessed in the South Atlantic EEZ and 
the sale or purchase of pelagic 
sargassum in or from the South Atlan-
tic EEZ is prohibited. 

(b) Exception to prohibition on sale/pur-
chase. (1) The prohibition on sale/pur-
chase during a closure for Gulf reef 
fish, king and Spanish mackerel, royal 
red shrimp, greater amberjack, or 
wreckfish in paragraphs (a)(1), 
(a)(3)(iii), (a)(4), (a)(5)(i), or (a)(6) of 
this section does not apply to the indi-
cated species that were harvested, 
landed ashore, and sold prior to the ef-
fective date of the closure and were 
held in cold storage by a dealer or proc-
essor. 

(2) The prohibition on sale/purchase 
during a closure for allowable 
octocoral in paragraph (a)(2) of this 
section or for pelagic sargassum in 
paragraph (a)(7) of this section does not 
apply to allowable octocoral or pelagic 
sargassum that was harvested and 
landed ashore prior to the effective 
date of the closure. 

(c) Reopening. When a fishery has 
been closed based on a projection of the 
quota specified in § 622.42 being reached 
and subsequent data indicate that the 
quota was not reached, the Assistant 
Administrator may file a notification 
to that effect with the Office of the 
Federal Register. Such notification 
may reopen the fishery to provide an 
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opportunity for the quota to be 
reached. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 13988, Mar. 25, 1997; 62 FR 46679, Sept. 4, 
1997; 62 FR 67723, Dec. 30, 1997; 63 FR 10569, 
Mar. 4, 1998; 64 FR 3629, Jan. 25, 1999; 64 FR 
59126, Nov. 2, 1999; 67 FR 43565, June 28, 2002; 
68 FR 57378, Oct. 3, 2003; 71 FR 45436, Aug. 9, 
2006] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 71 FR 55107, 
Sept. 21, 2006, § 622.43 was amended by revis-
ing paragraph (a)(5) and (b)(1), effective Oct. 
23, 2006. For the convenience of the user, the 
revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 622.43 Closures. 
(a) * * * 
(5) South Atlantic greater amberjack, snowy 

grouper, golden tilefish, vermilion snapper, 
black sea bass, and red porgy. The appropriate 
bag limits specified in § 622.39(d)(1) and the 
possession limits specified in § 622.39(d)(2) 
apply to all harvest or possession of the ap-
plicable species in or from the South Atlan-
tic EEZ, and the sale or purchase of the ap-
plicable species taken from the EEZ is pro-
hibited. In addition, the bag and possession 
limits for the applicable species and the pro-
hibition on sale/purchase apply in the South 
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid 
Federal commercial or charter vessel/ 
headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper has been issued, without regard to 
where such species were harvested. 

* * * * * 

(b) * * * 
(1) The prohibition on sale/purchase during 

a closure for Gulf reef fish, king and Spanish 
mackerel, royal red shrimp, or specified 
snapper-grouper species in paragraphs (a)(1), 
(a)(3)(iii), (a)(4), or (a)(5) and (a)(6), respec-
tively, of this section does not apply to the 
indicated species that were harvested, landed 
ashore, and sold prior to the effective date of 
the closure and were held in cold storage by 
a dealer or processor. 

§ 622.44 Commercial trip limits. 
Commercial trip limits are limits on 

the amount of the applicable species 
that may be possessed on board or 
landed, purchased, or sold from a vessel 
per day. A person who fishes in the 
EEZ may not combine a trip limit 
specified in this section with any trip 
or possession limit applicable to state 
waters. A species subject to a trip limit 
specified in this section taken in the 
EEZ may not be transferred at sea, re-
gardless of where such transfer takes 
place, and such species may not be 

transferred in the EEZ. For fisheries 
governed by this part, commercial trip 
limits apply as follows (all weights are 
round or eviscerated weights unless 
specified otherwise): 

(a) King mackerel—(1) Atlantic group. 
The following trip limits apply to ves-
sels for which commercial permits for 
king mackerel have been issued, as re-
quired under § 622.4(a)(2)(iii): 

(i) North of 29°25′ N. lat., which is a 
line directly east from the Flagler/ 
Volusia County, FL, boundary, king 
mackerel in or from the EEZ may not 
be possessed on board or landed from a 
vessel in a day in amounts exceeding 
3,500 lb (1,588 kg). 

(ii) In the area between 29°25′ N. lat. 
and 28°47.8′ N. lat., which is a line di-
rectly east from the Volusia/Brevard 
County, FL, boundary, king mackerel 
in or from the EEZ may not be pos-
sessed on board or landed from a vessel 
in a day in amounts exceeding 3,500 lb 
(1,588 kg) from April 1 through October 
31. 

(iii) In the area between 28°47.8′ N. 
lat. and 25°20.47′ N. lat., which is a line 
directly east from the Miami-Dade/ 
Monroe County, FL, boundary, king 
mackerel in or from the EEZ may not 
be possessed on board or landed from a 
vessel in a day in amounts exceeding 75 
fish from April 1 through October 31. 

(iv) In the area between 25°20.4′ N. 
lat. and 25°48′ N. lat., which is a line di-
rectly west from the Monroe/Collier 
County, FL, boundary, king mackerel 
in or from the EEZ may not be pos-
sessed on board or landed from a vessel 
in a day in amounts exceeding 1,250 lb 
(567 kg) from April 1 through October 
31. 

(2) Gulf group. Commercial trip limits 
are established in the eastern and west-
ern zones as follows. (See § 622.42(c)(1)(i) 
for specification of the eastern and 
western zones and § 622.42(c)(1)(i)(A)(3) 
for specifications of the subzones in the 
eastern zone.) 

(i) Eastern zone-Florida east coast 
subzone. In the Florida east coast 
subzone, king mackerel in or from the 
EEZ may be possessed on board at any 
time or landed in a day from a vessel 
with a commercial permit for king 
mackerel as required under 
§ 622.4(a)(2)(iii) as follows: 
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(A) From November 1 through Janu-
ary 31—not to exceed 50 fish. 

(B) Beginning on February 1 and con-
tinuing through March 31— 

(1) If 75 percent or more of the Flor-
ida east coast subzone quota as speci-
fied in § 622.42(c)(1)(i)(A)(1) has been 
taken—not to exceed 50 fish. 

(2) If less than 75 percent of the Flor-
ida east coast subzone quota as speci-
fied in § 622.42(c)(1)(i)(A)(1) has been 
taken—not to exceed 75 fish. 

(ii) Eastern zone-Florida west coast 
subzone—(A) Gillnet gear. (1) In the 
southern Florida west coast subzone, 
king mackerel in or from the EEZ may 
be possessed on board or landed from a 
vessel for which a commercial vessel 
permit for king mackerel and a king 
mackerel gillnet permit have been 
issued, as required under § 622.4(a)(2)(ii), 
in amounts not exceeding 25,000 lb 
(11,340 kg) per day, provided the gillnet 
fishery for Gulf group king mackerel is 
not closed under § 622.34(p) or § 622.43(a). 

(2) In the southern Florida west coast 
subzone: 

(i) King mackerel in or from the EEZ 
may be possessed on board or landed 
from a vessel that uses or has on board 
a run-around gillnet on a trip only 
when such vessel has on board a com-
mercial vessel permit for king mack-
erel and a king mackerel gillnet per-
mit. 

(ii) King mackerel from the southern 
west coast subzone landed by a vessel 
for which a commercial vessel permit 
for king mackerel and a king mackerel 
gillnet permit have been issued will be 
counted against the run-around gillnet 
quota of § 622.42(c)(1)(i)(A)(2)(i). 

(iii) King mackerel in or from the 
EEZ harvested with gear other than 
run-around gillnet may not be retained 
on board a vessel for which a commer-
cial vessel permit for king mackerel 
and a king mackerel gillnet permit 
have been issued. 

(B) Hook-and-line gear. In the Florida 
west coast subzone, king mackerel in 
or from the EEZ may be possessed on 
board or landed from a vessel with a 
commercial permit for king mackerel, 
as required by § 622.4(a)(2)(iii), and op-
erating under the hook-and-line gear 
quotas in § 622.42(c)(1)(i)(A)(2)(i) or 
(c)(1)(i)(A)(2)(ii): 

(1) From July 1, each fishing year, 
until 75 percent of the respective 
northern or southern subzone’s hook- 
and-line gear quota has been har-
vested—in amounts not exceeding 1,250 
lb (567 kg) per day. 

(2) From the date that 75 percent of 
the respective northern or southern 
subzone’s hook-and-line gear quota has 
been harvested, until a closure of the 
respective northern or southern 
subzone’s fishery for vessels fishing 
with hook-and-line gear has been ef-
fected under § 622.43(a)—in amounts not 
exceeding 500 lb (227 kg) per day. 

(iii) Notice of trip limit changes. The 
Assistant Administrator, by filing a 
notification of trip limit change with 
the Office of the Federal Register, will 
effect the trip limit changes specified 
in paragraphs (a)(2)(i) and (a)(2)(ii)(B) 
of this section when the requisite har-
vest level has been reached or is pro-
jected to be reached. 

(iv) Western zone. In the western zone, 
king mackerel in or from the EEZ may 
be possessed on board or landed from a 
vessel for which a commercial permit 
for king mackerel has been issued, as 
required under § 622.4(a)(2)(ii), from 
July 1, each fishing year, until a clo-
sure of the western zone’s fishery has 
been effected under § 622.43(a)—in 
amounts not exceeding 3,000 lb (1,361 
kg) per day. 

(b) Spanish mackerel. (1) Commercial 
trip limits are established for Atlantic 
migratory group Spanish mackerel as 
follows: 

(i) North of 30°42′45.6″ N. lat., which is 
a line directly east from the Georgia/ 
Florida boundary, Spanish mackerel in 
or from the EEZ may not be possessed 
on board or landed in a day from a ves-
sel for which a permit for Spanish 
mackerel has been issued, as required 
under § 622.4(a)(2)(iv), in amounts ex-
ceeding 3,500 lb (1,588 kg). 

(ii) South of 30°42′45.6″ N. lat., Span-
ish mackerel in or from the EEZ may 
not be possessed on board or landed in 
a day from a vessel for which a permit 
for Spanish mackerel has been issued, 
as required under § 622.4(a)(2)(iv)— 

(A) From April 1 through November 
30, in amounts exceeding 3,500 lb (1,588 
kg). 
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(B) From December 1 until 75 percent 
of the adjusted quota is taken, in 
amounts as follows: 

(1) Mondays through Fridays—unlim-
ited. 

(2) Saturdays and Sundays—not ex-
ceeding 1,500 lb (680 kg). 

(C) After 75 percent of the adjusted 
quota is taken until 100 percent of the 
adjusted quota is taken, in amounts 
not exceeding 1,500 lb (680 kg). 

(D) After 100 percent of the adjusted 
quota is taken through the end of the 
fishing year, in amounts not exceeding 
500 lb (227kg). 

(2) For the purpose of paragraph 
(b)(1)(ii) of this section, the adjusted 
quota is 3.62 million lb (1.64 million 
kg). The adjusted quota is the quota 
for Atlantic migratory group Spanish 
mackerel reduced by an amount cal-
culated to allow continued harvests of 
Atlantic migratory group Spanish 
mackerel at the rate of 500 lb (227 kg) 
per vessel per day for the remainder of 
the fishing year after the adjusted 
quota is reached. By filing a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, the Assistant Administrator will 
announce when 75 percent and 100 per-
cent of the adjusted quota is reached or 
is projected to be reached. 

(3) For the purpose of paragraph 
(b)(1)(ii) of this section, a day starts at 
6 a.m., local time, and extends for 24 
hours. If a vessel terminates a trip 
prior to 6 a.m., but retains Spanish 
mackerel on board after that time, the 
Spanish mackerel retained on board 
will not be considered in possession 
during the succeeding day, provided 
the vessel is not underway between 6 
a.m. and the time such Spanish mack-
erel are unloaded, and provided such 
Spanish mackerel are unloaded prior to 
6 p.m. 

(c) South Atlantic snapper-grouper. 
When a vessel fishes on a trip in the 
South Atlantic EEZ, the vessel trip 
limits specified in this paragraph (c) 
apply, provided persons aboard the ves-
sel are not subject to the bag limits. 
See § 622.39(a) for applicability of the 
bag limits. 

(1) Trip-limited permits. A vessel for 
which a trip-limited permit for South 
Atlantic snapper-grouper has been 
issued is limited to 225 lb (102.1 kg) of 
snapper-grouper. 

(2) Golden tilefish. (i) Until the fishing 
year quota specified in § 622.42(e)(2) is 
reached, 5,000 lb (2,268 kg). 

(ii) After the fishing year quota spec-
ified in § 622.42(e)(2) is reached, 300 lb 
(136 kg). 

(3) Snowy grouper. (i) Until the fish-
ing year quota specified in § 622.42(e)(1) 
is reached, 2,500 lb (1,134 kg). 

(ii) After the fishing year quota spec-
ified in § 622.42(e)(1) is reached, 300 lb 
(136 kg). 

(4) Red porgy. (i) From May 1 through 
December 31, 50 lb (22.7 kg). 

(ii) From January 1 through April 30, 
the seasonal harvest limit specified in 
§ 622.36(b)(5) applies. 

(5) Greater amberjack. Until the fish-
ing year quota specified in § 622.42(e)(3) 
is reached, 1,000 lb (454 kg). See 
§ 622.43(a)(5)(i) for the limitations re-
garding greater amberjack after the 
fishing year quota is reached. 

(d) Gulf red snapper. (1) The trip limit 
for red snapper in or from the Gulf for 
a vessel that has on board a valid com-
mercial permit for Gulf reef fish and a 
valid Class 1 red snapper license is 2,000 
lb (907 kg), round or eviscerated 
weight. 

(2) The trip limit for red snapper in 
or from the Gulf for a vessel that has 
on board a valid commercial permit for 
Gulf reef fish and a valid Class 2 red 
snapper license is 200 lb (91 kg), round 
or eviscerated weight. 

(3) The trip limit for red snapper in 
or from the Gulf for any other vessel 
for which a commercial permit for Gulf 
reef fish has been issued is zero. 

(4) As a condition of a commercial 
vessel permit for Gulf reef fish, as re-
quired under § 622.4(a)(2)(v), without re-
gard to where red snapper are har-
vested or possessed, a vessel that has 
been issued such permit— 

(i) May not possess red snapper in or 
from the Gulf in excess of the appro-
priate vessel trip limit, as specified in 
paragraphs (d)(1) through (d)(3) of this 
section. 

(ii) May not transfer or receive at sea 
red snapper in or from the Gulf. 

(e) Caribbean queen conch. A person 
who fishes in the Caribbean EEZ and is 
not subject to the bag limit may not 
possess in or from the Caribbean EEZ 
more than 150 queen conch per day. 
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(f) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. (1) The 
trip limit for wahoo in or from the At-
lantic EEZ is 500 lb (227 kg). This trip 
limit applies to a vessel that has a Fed-
eral commercial permit for Atlantic 
dolphin and wahoo, provided that the 
vessel is not operating as a charter ves-
sel or headboat. 

(2) The trip limit for a vessel that 
does not have a Federal commercial 
vessel permit for Atlantic dolphin and 
wahoo but has a Federal commercial 
vessel permit in any other fishery is 200 
lb (91 kg) of dolphin and wahoo, com-
bined, provided that all fishing on and 
landings from that trip are north of 39° 
N. lat. (A charter vessel/headboat per-
mit is not a commercial vessel permit.) 

(g) Gulf deep-water and shallow-water 
grouper, combined. For vessels operating 
under the quotas in § 622.42(a)(1)(ii) or 
(a)(1)(iii), the trip limit for Gulf deep- 
water and shallow-water grouper com-
bined is 6,000 lb (2,722 kg), gutted 
weight. However, when the quotas in 
§ 622.42(a)(1)(ii) or (a)(1)(iii) are reached 
and the respective fishery is closed, the 
commercial trip limit for the species 
subject to the closure is zero. (See 
§ 622.42(a)(1)(ii) and (a)(1)(iii) for the 
species included in the deep-water and 
shallow-water grouper categories, re-
spectively.) 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 622.44, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 71 FR 55108, 
Sept. 21, 2006, § 622.44 was amended by revis-
ing paragraphs (c)(2), (c)(3), (c)(4) and (c)(5), 
effective Oct. 23, 2006. For the convenience of 
the user, the revised text is set forth as fol-
lows: 

§ 622.44 Commercial trip limits. 

* * * * * 

(c) * * * 
(2) Golden tilefish. (i) Until 75 percent of the 

fishing year quota specified in § 622.42(e)(2) is 
reached—4,000 lb (1,814 kg). 

(ii) After 75 percent of the fishing year 
quota specified in § 622.42(e)(2) is reached—300 
lb (136 kg). However, if 75 percent of the fish-
ing year quota has not been taken on or be-
fore September 1, the trip limit will not be 
reduced. The Assistant Administrator, by fil-
ing a notification of trip limit change with 

the Office of the Federal Register, will effect 
a trip limit change specified in this para-
graph, (c)(2)(ii), when the applicable condi-
tions have been taken. 

(iii) See § 622.43(a)(5) for the limitations re-
garding golden tilefish after the fishing year 
quota is reached. 

(3) Snowy grouper. (i) During the 2006 fish-
ing year, until the quota specified in 
§ 622.42(e)(1)(i) is reached—275 lb (125 kg). 

(ii) During the 2007 fishing year, until the 
quota specified in § 622.42(e)(1)(ii) is reached— 
175 lb (79 kg). 

(iii) During the 2008 and subsequent fishing 
years, until the quota specified in 
§ 622.42(e)(1)(iii) is reached—100 lb (45 kg). 

(iv) See § 622.43(a)(5) for the limitations re-
garding snowy grouper after the fishing year 
quota is reached. 

(4) Red porgy. (i) From May 1 through De-
cember 31—120 fish. 

(ii) From January 1 through April 30, the 
seasonal harvest limit specified in 
§ 622.36(b)(5) applies. 

(iii) See § 622.43(a)(5) for the limitations re-
garding red porgy after the fishing year 
quota is reached. 

(5) Greater amberjack. Until the fishing year 
quota specified in § 622.42(e)(3) is reached, 
1,000 lb (454 kg). See § 622.43(a)(5) for the limi-
tations regarding greater amberjack after 
the fishing year quota is reached. 

§ 622.45 Restrictions on sale/purchase. 
In addition to restrictions on sale/ 

purchase related to closures, as speci-
fied in § 622.43 (a) and (b), restrictions 
on sale and/or purchase apply as fol-
lows. 

(a) Caribbean coral reef resource. (1) No 
person may sell or purchase a Carib-
bean prohibited coral harvested in the 
Caribbean EEZ. 

(2) A Caribbean prohibited coral that 
is sold in Puerto Rico or the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands will be presumed to have 
been harvested in the Caribbean EEZ, 
unless it is accompanied by docu-
mentation showing that it was har-
vested elsewhere. Such documentation 
must contain: 

(i) The information specified in sub-
part K of part 300 of this title for mark-
ing containers or packages of fish or 
wildlife that are imported, exported, or 
transported in interstate commerce. 

(ii) The name and home port of the 
vessel, or the name and address of the 
individual, harvesting the Caribbean 
prohibited coral. 

(iii) The port and date of landing the 
Caribbean prohibited coral. 
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(iv) A statement signed by the person 
selling the Caribbean prohibited coral 
attesting that, to the best of his or her 
knowledge, information, and belief, 
such Caribbean prohibited coral was 
harvested other than in the Caribbean 
EEZ or the waters of Puerto Rico or 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

(b) Caribbean reef fish. A live red hind 
or live mutton snapper in or from the 
Caribbean EEZ may not be sold or pur-
chased and used in the marine aquar-
ium trade. 

(c) Gulf reef fish. (1) A Gulf reef fish 
harvested in the EEZ on board a vessel 
that does not have a valid commercial 
permit for Gulf reef fish, as required 
under § 622.4(a)(2)(v), or a Gulf reef fish 
possessed under the bag limits speci-
fied in § 622.39(b), may not be sold or 
purchased. 

(2) A Gulf reef fish harvested on 
board a vessel that has a valid commer-
cial permit for Gulf reef fish may be 
sold only to a dealer who has a valid 
permit for Gulf reef fish, as required 
under § 622.4(a)(4). 

(3) A Gulf reef fish harvested in the 
EEZ may be purchased by a dealer who 
has a valid permit for Gulf reef fish, as 
required under § 622.4(a)(4), only from a 
vessel that has a valid commercial per-
mit for Gulf reef fish. 

(4) From February 15 until March 15, 
each year, no person may sell or pur-
chase a gag, black grouper, or red 
grouper harvested from the Gulf by a 
vessel with a valid Federal commercial 
permit for Gulf reef fish. This prohibi-
tion on sale/purchase does not apply to 
gag, black grouper, or red grouper that 
were harvested, landed ashore, and sold 
prior to February 15 and were held in 
cold storage by a dealer or processor. 

(5) From April 22 through May 31, 
each year, no person may sell or pur-
chase vermilion snapper harvested 
from the Gulf by a vessel with a valid 
Federal commercial permit for Gulf 
reef fish. This prohibition on sale/pur-
chase does not apply to vermilion snap-
per that were harvested, landed ashore, 
and sold prior to April 22 and were held 
in cold storage by a dealer or proc-
essor. 

(d) South Atlantic snapper-grouper. (1) 
A person may sell South Atlantic snap-
per-grouper harvested in the EEZ only 
to a dealer who has a valid permit for 

South Atlantic snapper-grouper, as re-
quired under § 622.4(a)(4). 

(2) A person may purchase South At-
lantic snapper-grouper harvested in the 
EEZ only from a vessel that has a valid 
commercial permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper, as required under 
§ 622.4(a)(2)(vi), or from a person who 
has a valid commercial license to sell 
fish in the state where the purchase oc-
curs. 

(3) Except for the sale or purchase of 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper har-
vested by a vessel that has a valid com-
mercial permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper, the sale or purchase 
of such fish is limited to the bag limits 
specified in § 622.39(d)(1). 

(4) A warsaw grouper or speckled 
hind in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ may not be sold or purchased. 

(5) During January, February, March, 
and April, no person may sell or pur-
chase a red porgy harvested from the 
South Atlantic EEZ or, if harvested by 
a vessel for which a valid Federal com-
mercial or charter vessel/headboat per-
mit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
has been issued, harvested from the 
South Atlantic. The prohibition on 
sale/purchase during January through 
April does not apply to red porgy that 
were harvested, landed ashore, and sold 
prior to January 1 and were held in 
cold storage by a dealer or processor. 
This prohibition also does not apply to 
a dealer’s purchase or sale of red porgy 
harvested from an area other than the 
South Atlantic, provided such fish is 
accompanied by documentation of har-
vest outside the South Atlantic. Such 
documentation must contain: 

(i) The information specified in 50 
CFR part 300 subpart K for marking 
containers or packages of fish or wild-
life that are imported, exported, or 
transported in interstate commerce; 

(ii) The official number, name, and 
home port of the vessel harvesting the 
red porgy; 

(iii) The port and date of offloading 
from the vessel harvesting the red 
porgy; and 

(iv) A statement signed by the dealer 
attesting that the red porgy was har-
vested from an area other than the 
South Atlantic. 
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(6) During April, no person may sell 
or purchase a greater amberjack har-
vested from the South Atlantic EEZ or, 
if harvested by a vessel for which a 
valid Federal commercial or charter 
vessel/headboat permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper has been issued, 
harvested from the South Atlantic. 
The prohibition on sale/purchase dur-
ing April does not apply to greater 
amberjack that were harvested, landed 
ashore, and sold prior to April 1 and 
were held in cold storage by a dealer or 
processor. This prohibition also does 
not apply to a dealer’s purchase or sale 
of greater amberjack harvested from 
an area other than the South Atlantic, 
provided such fish is accompanied by 
documentation of harvest outside the 
South Atlantic. Such documentation 
must contain: 

(i) The information specified in 50 
CFR part 300 subpart K for marking 
containers or packages of fish or wild-
life that are imported, exported, or 
transported in interstate commerce; 

(ii) The official number, name, and 
home port of the vessel harvesting the 
greater amberjack; 

(iii) The port and date of offloading 
from the vessel harvesting the greater 
amberjack; and 

(iv) A statement signed by the dealer 
attesting that the greater amberjack 
was harvested from an area other than 
the South Atlantic. 

(7) During March and April, no per-
son may sell or purchase a gag or black 
grouper harvested from the South At-
lantic EEZ or, if harvested by a vessel 
for which a valid Federal commercial 
or charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, harvested from the South 
Atlantic. The prohibition on sale/pur-
chase during March and April does not 
apply to gag or black grouper that 
were harvested, landed ashore, and sold 
prior to March 1 and were held in cold 
storage by a dealer or processor. This 
prohibition also does not apply to a 
dealer’s purchase or sale of gag or 
black grouper harvested from an area 
other than the South Atlantic, pro-
vided such fish is accompanied by docu-
mentation of harvest outside the South 
Atlantic. Such documentation must 
contain: 

(i) The information specified in 50 
CFR part 300 subpart K for marking 
containers or packages of fish or wild-
life that are imported, exported, or 
transported in interstate commerce; 

(ii) The official number, name, and 
home port of the vessel harvesting the 
gag or black grouper; 

(iii) The port and date of offloading 
from the vessel harvesting the gag or 
black grouper; and 

(iv) A statement signed by the dealer 
attesting that the gag or black grouper 
was harvested from an area other than 
the South Atlantic. 

(e) Gulf and South Atlantic wild live 
rock. Wild live rock in or from the Gulf 
EEZ or South Atlantic EEZ may not be 
sold or purchased. The prohibition on 
sale or purchase does not apply to wild 
live rock from the South Atlantic EEZ 
that was harvested and landed prior to 
January 1, 1996, or to wild live rock 
from the Gulf EEZ that was harvested 
and landed prior to January 1, 1997. 

(f) South Atlantic golden crab. (1) A fe-
male golden crab in or from the South 
Atlantic EEZ may not be sold or pur-
chased. 

(2) A golden crab harvested in the 
South Atlantic EEZ on board a vessel 
that does not have a valid commercial 
permit for golden crab, as required 
under § 622.4(a)(2)(x), may not be sold or 
purchased. 

(3) A golden crab harvested on board 
a vessel that has a valid commercial 
permit for golden crab may be sold 
only to a dealer who has a valid permit 
for golden crab, as required under 
§ 622.4(a)(4). 

(4) A golden crab harvested in the 
South Atlantic EEZ may be purchased 
by a dealer who has a valid permit for 
golden crab, as required under 
§ 622.4(a)(4), only from a vessel that has 
a valid commercial permit for golden 
crab. 

(g) South Atlantic rock shrimp. (1) 
Rock shrimp harvested in the South 
Atlantic EEZ on board a vessel that 
does not have a valid commercial per-
mit for rock shrimp, as required under 
§ 622.4(a)(2)(viii), may not be trans-
ferred, received, sold, or purchased. 

(2) Rock shrimp harvested on board a 
vessel that has a valid commercial per-
mit for rock shrimp may be transferred 
or sold only to a dealer who has a valid 
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permit for rock shrimp, as required 
under § 622.4(a)(4). 

(3) Rock shrimp harvested in the 
South Atlantic EEZ may be received or 
purchased by a dealer who has a valid 
permit for rock shrimp, as required 
under § 622.4(a)(4), only from a vessel 
that has a valid commercial permit for 
rock shrimp. 

(h) Cut-off (damaged) king or Spanish 
mackerel. A person may not sell or pur-
chase a cut-off (damaged) king or 
Spanish mackerel that does not comply 
with the minimum size limits specified 
in § 622.37(c)(2) or (c)(3), respectively, or 
that is in excess of the trip limits spec-
ified in § 622.44(a) or (b), respectively. 

(i) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. (1) A 
person may sell dolphin or wahoo har-
vested in the Atlantic EEZ only if it is 
harvested by a vessel that has a com-
mercial permit for Atlantic dolphin 
and wahoo, as required under 
§ 622.4(a)(2)(xii)(A), or by a vessel au-
thorized a 200–lb (91–kg) trip limit for 
dolphin or wahoo, as specified in 
§ 622.44(f)(2), and only to a dealer who 
has a permit for Atlantic dolphin or 
wahoo, as required under § 622.4(a)(4). 

(2) In addition to the provisions of 
paragraph (i)(1) of this section, a per-
son may not sell dolphin in excess of 
the bag limit or any wahoo harvested 
in the Atlantic EEZ by a vessel while it 
was operating as a charter vessel or 
headboat. 

(3) Dolphin or wahoo harvested in the 
Atlantic EEZ may be purchased only 
by a dealer who has a permit for Atlan-
tic dolphin and wahoo and only from a 
vessel authorized to sell dolphin or 
wahoo under paragraph (i)(1) or (i)(2) of 
this section. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 43960, Aug. 27, 1996; 61 FR 47449, Sept. 9, 
1996; 63 FR 10569, Mar. 4, 1998; 63 FR 57590, 
Oct. 28, 1998; 64 FR 3629, Jan. 25, 1999; 64 FR 
59126, Nov. 2, 1999; 65 FR 16341, Mar. 28, 2000; 
65 FR 31831, May 19, 2000; 65 FR 51253, Aug. 23, 
2000; 69 FR 30242, May 27, 2004; 70 FR 33389, 
June 8, 2005] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 71 FR 55108, 
Sept. 21, 2006, § 622.45 paragraph (d)(8) was 
added, effective Oct. 23, 2006. For the conven-
ience of the user, the added text is set forth 
as follows: 

§ 622.45 Restrictions on sale/purchase. 

* * * * * 

(d) * * * 
(8) No person may sell or purchase a snowy 

grouper, golden tilefish, greater amberjack, 
vermilion snapper, black sea bass, or red 
porgy harvested from or possessed in the 
South Atlantic by a vessel for which a valid 
Federal commercial or charter vessel/ 
headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper has been issued for the remainder of 
the fishing year after the applicable com-
mercial quota for that species specified in 
§ 622.42(e) has been reached. The prohibition 
on sale/purchase during these periods does 
not apply to such of the applicable species 
that were harvested, landed ashore, and sold 
prior to the applicable commercial quota 
being reached and were held in cold storage 
by a dealer or processor. 

* * * * * 

§ 622.46 Prevention of gear conflicts. 
(a) No person may knowingly place in 

the Gulf EEZ any article, including 
fishing gear, that interferes with fish-
ing or obstructs or damages fishing 
gear or the fishing vessel of another; or 
knowingly use fishing gear in such a 
fashion that it obstructs or damages 
the fishing gear or fishing vessel of an-
other. 

(b) In accordance with the procedures 
and restrictions of the FMP for the 
Shrimp Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico, 
the RA may modify or establish sepa-
ration zones for shrimp trawling and 
the use of fixed gear to prevent gear 
conflicts. Necessary prohibitions or re-
strictions will be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER. 

(c) In accordance with the procedures 
and restrictions of the FMP for Coastal 
Migratory Pelagic Resources, when the 
RA determines that a conflict exists in 
the king mackerel fishery between 
hook-and-line and gillnet fishermen in 
the South Atlantic EEZ off the east 
coast of Florida between 27°00.6′ N. lat. 
and 27°50.0′ N. lat., the RA may pro-
hibit or restrict the use of hook-and- 
line and/or gillnets in all or a portion 
of that area. Necessary prohibitions or 
restrictions will be published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 59126, Nov. 2, 1999] 

§ 622.47 Gulf groundfish trawl fishery. 
Gulf groundfish trawl fishery means 

fishing in the Gulf EEZ by a vessel that 
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uses a bottom trawl, the unsorted 
catch of which is ground up for animal 
feed or industrial products. 

(a) Other provisions of this part not-
withstanding, the owner or operator of 
a vessel in the Gulf groundfish trawl 
fishery is exempt from the following 
requirements and limitations for the 
vessel’s unsorted catch of Gulf reef 
fish: 

(1) The requirement for a valid com-
mercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish 
in order to sell Gulf reef fish. 

(2) Minimum size limits for Gulf reef 
fish. 

(3) Bag limits for Gulf reef fish. 
(4) The prohibition on sale of Gulf 

reef fish after a quota closure. 
(b) Other provisions of this part not-

withstanding, a dealer in a Gulf state 
is exempt from the requirement for a 
dealer permit for Gulf reef fish to re-
ceive Gulf reef fish harvested from the 
Gulf EEZ by a vessel in the Gulf 
groundfish trawl fishery. 

§ 622.48 Adjustment of management 
measures. 

In accordance with the framework 
procedures of the applicable FMPs, the 
RA may establish or modify the fol-
lowing items: 

(a) Caribbean coral reef resources. Spe-
cies for which management measures 
may be specified; prohibited species; 
harvest limitations, including quotas, 
trip, or daily landing limits; gear re-
strictions; closed seasons or areas; and 
marine conservation districts. 

(b) Caribbean reef fish. Size limits, 
closed seasons or areas, fish trap mesh 
size, and the threshold level for over-
fishing. 

(c) Coastal migratory pelagic fish. For a 
species or species group: Age-struc-
tured analyses, target date for rebuild-
ing an overfished species, MSY (or 
proxy), stock biomass achieved by fish-
ing at MSY (BMSY) (or proxy), max-
imum fishing mortality threshold 
(MFMT), minimum stock size thresh-
old (MSST), OY, TAC, quota (including 
a quota of zero), bag limit (including a 
bag limit of zero), size limits, vessel 
trip limits, closed seasons or areas and 
reopenings, gear restrictions (ranging 
from regulation to complete prohibi-
tion), reallocation of the commercial/ 
recreational allocation of Atlantic 

group Spanish mackerel, permit re-
quirements, definitions of essential 
fish habitat, and essential fish habitat 
HAPCs or Coral HAPCs. 

(d) Gulf reef fish. (1) For a species or 
species group: Target date for rebuild-
ing an overfished species, TAC, bag 
limits, size limits, vessel trip limits, 
closed seasons or areas, gear restric-
tions, quotas, MSY (or proxy), OY, and 
estimates of stock biomass achieved by 
fishing at MSY (BMSY), minimum stock 
size threshold (MSST), and maximum 
fishing mortality threshold (MFMT). 

(2) SMZs and the gear restrictions ap-
plicable in each. 

(e) Gulf royal red shrimp. MSY, OY, 
and TAC. 

(f) South Atlantic snapper-grouper and 
wreckfish. Biomass levels, age-struc-
tured analyses, target dates for re-
building overfished species, MSY, ABC, 
TAC, quotas, trip limits, bag limits, 
minimum sizes, gear restrictions (rang-
ing from regulation to complete prohi-
bition), seasonal or area closures, defi-
nitions of essential fish habitat, essen-
tial fish habitat, essential fish habitat 
HAPCs or Coral HAPCs, and restric-
tions on gear and fishing activities ap-
plicable in essential fish habitat and 
essential fish habitat HAPCs. 

(g) South Atlantic golden crab. Bio-
mass levels, age-structured analyses, 
MSY, ABC, TAC, quotas (including 
quotas equal to zero), trip limits, min-
imum sizes, gear regulations and re-
strictions, permit requirements, sea-
sonal or area closures, sub-zones and 
their management measures, time 
frame for recovery of golden crab if 
overfished, fishing year (adjustment 
not to exceed 2 months), observer re-
quirements, authority for the RA to 
close the fishery when a quota is 
reached or is projected to be reached, 
definitions of essential fish habitat, 
and essential fish habitat HAPCs or 
Coral HAPCs. 

(h) South Atlantic shrimp. Biomass 
levels, age-structured analyses, BRD 
certification criteria, BRD specifica-
tions, BRD testing protocol, certified 
BRDs, nets required to use BRDs, times 
and locations when the use of BRDs is 
required, definitions of essential fish 
habitat, and essential fish habitat 
HAPCs or Coral HAPCs. 
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(i) Gulf shrimp. Bycatch reduction cri-
teria, BRD certification and decerti-
fication criteria, BRD testing protocol, 
certified BRDs, and BRD specifica-
tions. 

(j) Gulf red drum. Target date for re-
building an overfished species, MSY (or 
proxy), stock biomass achieved by fish-
ing at MSY (BMSY), OY, TAC, minimum 
stock size threshold (MSST), maximum 
fishing mortality threshold (MFMT), 
escapement rates for juvenile fish, bag 
limits, size limits, gear harvest limits, 
and other restrictions required to pre-
vent exceeding allocations or quotas. 

(k) Atlantic coast red drum. Defini-
tions of essential fish habitat and es-
sential fish habitat HAPCs or Coral 
HAPCs. 

(l) South Atlantic coral, coral reefs, and 
live/hard bottom habitats. Definitions of 
essential fish habitat and essential fish 
habitat HAPCs or Coral HAPCs. 

(m) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. Bio-
mass levels, age-structured analyses, 
MSY, OY, ABC, TAC, trip limits, min-
imum sizes, gear regulations and re-
strictions, permit requirements, sea-
sonal or area closures, sub-zones and 
their management measures, over-
fishing definitions and other status de-
termination criteria, time frame for re-
covery of Atlantic dolphin or wahoo if 
overfished, fishing year (adjustment 
not to exceed 2 months), authority for 
the RA to close a fishery when a quota 
is reached or is projected to be reached 
or reopen a fishery when additional 
quota becomes available, definitions of 
essential fish habitat, and essential 
fish habitat HAPCs or Coral HAPCs. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 43960, Aug. 27, 1996; 62 FR 13988, Mar. 25, 
1997; 62 FR 18539, Apr. 16, 1997; 63 FR 10569, 
Mar. 4, 1998; 63 FR 18144, Apr. 14, 1998; 64 FR 
36781, July 8, 1999; 65 FR 31835, May 19, 2000; 
65 FR 37296, June 14, 2000; 65 FR 51253, Aug. 
23, 2000; 67 FR 22362, May 3, 2002; 69 FR 30242, 
May 27, 2004] 

APPENDIX A TO PART 622—SPECIES 
TABLES 

TABLE 1 OF APPENDIX A TO PART 622— 
CARIBBEAN CORAL REEF RESOURCES 

I. Coelenterates—Phylum Coelenterata 
A. Hydrocorals—Class Hydrozoa 

1. Hydroids—Order Athecatae 
Family Milleporidae 

Millepora spp., Fire corals 
Family Stylasteridae 

Stylaster roseus, Rose lace corals 
B. Anthozoans—Class Anthozoa 

1. Soft corals—Order Alcyonacea 
Family Anthothelidae 

Erythropodium caribaeorum, Encrusting 
gorgonian 

Iciligorgia schrammi, Deepwater sea fan 
Family Briaridae 

Briareum asbestinum, Corky sea finger 
Family Clavulariidae 

Carijoa riisei 
Telesto spp. 

2. Gorgonian corals—Order Gorgonacea 
Family Ellisellidae 

Ellisella spp., Sea whips 
Family Gorgoniidae 

Gorgonia flabellum, Venus sea fan 
G. mariae, Wide-mesh sea fan 
G. ventalina, Common sea fan 
Pseudopterogorgia acerosa, Sea plume 
P. albatrossae 
P. americana, Slimy sea plume 
P. bipinnata, Bipinnate plume 
P. rigida 
Pterogorgia anceps, Angular sea whip 
P. citrina, Yellow sea whip 

Family Plexauridae 
Eunicea calyculata, Warty sea rod 
E. clavigera 
E. fusca, Doughnut sea rod 
E. knighti 
E. laciniata 
E. laxispica 
E. mammosa, Swollen-knob 
E. succinea, Shelf-knob sea rod 
E. touneforti 
Muricea atlantica 
M. elongata, Orange spiny rod 
M. laxa, Delicate spiny rod 
M. muricata, Spiny sea fan 
M. pinnata, Long spine sea fan 
Muriceopsis spp. 
M. flavida, Rough sea plume 
M. sulphurea 
Plexaura flexuosa, Bent sea rod 
P. homomalla, Black sea rod 
Plexaurella dichotoma, Slit-pore sea rod 
P. fusifera 
P. grandiflora 
P. grisea 
P. nutans, Giant slit-pore 
Pseudoplexaura crucis 
P. flagellosa 
P. porosa, Porous sea rod 
P. wagenaari 

3. Hard Corals—Order Scleractinia 
Family Acroporidae 

Acropora cervicornis, Staghorn coral 
A. palmata, Elkhorn coral 
A. prolifera, Fused staghorn 

Family Agaricidae 
Agaricia agaricities, Lettuce leaf coral 
A. fragilis, Fragile saucer 
A. lamarcki, Lamarck’s sheet 
A. tenuifolia, Thin leaf lettuce 
Leptoseris cucullata, Sunray lettuce 

Family Astrocoeniidae 
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