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greatest ultimate recovery of oil and 
gas from a common source of supply or 
portion thereof, all oil leases, oil and 
gas leases, and gas leases issued here-
tofore and hereafter under the provi-
sions of the regulations in this part 
shall be subject to any unit develop-
ment plan affecting the leased lands 
that may be required by the Super-
intendent with the consent of the 
Osage Tribal Council, and which plan 
shall adequately protect the rights of 
all parties in interest including the 
Osage Mineral Estate. 

(b) Assignments. Approved leases or 
any interest therein may be assigned 
or transferred only with the approval 
of the Superintendent. The assignee 
must be qualified to hold such lease 
under existing rules and regulations 
and shall furnish a satisfactory bond 
conditioned for the faithful perform-
ance of the covenants and conditions 
thereof. Lessee must assign either his 
entire interest in a lease or legal sub-
division thereof, or an undivided inter-
est in the whole lease: Provided, That 
when an assignment covers only a por-
tion of a lease or covers interests in 
separate horizons such assignment 
shall be subject to both the consent of 
the Osage Tribal Council and approval 
of the Superintendent. If a lease is di-
vided by the assignment of an entire 
interest in any part, each part shall be 
considered a separate lease and the as-
signee shall be bound to comply with 
all the terms and conditions of the 
original lease. A fully executed copy of 
the assignment shall be filed with the 
Superintendent within 30 days after 
the date of execution by all parties. If 
requested within the 30-day period, the 
Superintendent may grant an exten-
sion of 15 days. A filing fee of $10 shall 
accompany each assignment. 

(c) Overriding royalty. Agreements 
creating overriding royalties or pay-
ments out of production shall not be 
considered as an interest in a lease as 
such term is used in paragraph (b) of 
this section. Agreements creating over-
riding royalties or payments out of 
production are hereby authorized and 
the approval of the Department of the 
Interior or any agency thereof shall 
not be required with respect thereto, 
but such agreements shall be subject to 
the condition that nothing in any such 

agreement shall be construed as modi-
fying any of the obligations of Lessee 
under his lease and the regulations in 
this part. All such obligations are to 
remain in full force and effect, the 
same as if free of any such royalties or 
payments. The existence of agreements 
creating overriding royalties or pay-
ments out of production, whether or 
not acutally paid, shall not be consid-
ered in justifying the shutdown or 
abandonment of any well. Agreements 
creating overriding royalties or pay-
ments out of production need not be 
filed with the Superintendent unless 
incorporated in assignments or instru-
ments required to be filed pursuant to 
paragraph (b) of this section. An agree-
ment creating overriding royalties or 
payment out of production shall be sus-
pended when the working interest in-
come per active producing well is equal 
to or less than the operational cost of 
the well, as determined by the Super-
intendent. 

(d) Drilling contracts. The Super-
intendent is authorized to approve 
drilling contracts with a stipulation 
that such approval does not in any way 
bind the Department to approve subse-
quent assignments that may be pro-
vided for in said contracts. Approval 
merely authorizes entry on the lease 
for the purpose of development work. 

(e) Combining leases. The lessee own-
ing both an oil lease and gas lease cov-
ering the same acreage is authorized to 
convert such leases to a combination 
oil and gas lease. 

[39 FR 22254, June 21, 1974. Redesignated at 47 
FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982, as amended at 55 FR 
33115, Aug. 14, 1990] 

OPERATIONS 

§ 226.16 Commencement of operations. 

(a) No operations shall be permitted 
upon any tract of land until a lease 
covering such tract shall have been ap-
proved by the Superintendent: Pro-
vided, That the Superintendent may 
grant authority to any party under 
such rules, consistent with the regula-
tions in this part that he deems proper, 
to conduct geophysical and geological 
exploration work. 
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(b) Lessee shall submit applications 
on forms to be furnished by the Super-
intendent and secure his approval be-
fore: 

(1) Well drilling, treating, or 
workover operations are started on the 
leased premises. 

(2) Removing casing from any well. 
(c) Lessee shall notify the Super-

intendent a reasonable time in advance 
of starting work, of intention to drill, 
redrill, deepen, plug, or abandon a well. 

§ 226.17 How to acquire permission to 
begin operations on a restricted 
homestead allotment. 

(a) Lessee may conduct operations 
within or upon a restricted homestead 
selection only with the written consent 
of the Superintendent. 

(b) If the allottee is unwilling to per-
mit operations on his homestead, the 
Superintendent will cause an examina-
tion of the premises to be made with 
the allottee and lessee or his represent-
ative. Upon finding that the interests 
of the Osage Tribe require that the 
tract be developed, the Superintendent 
will endeavor to have the parties agree 
upon the terms under which operations 
on the homestead may be conducted. 

(c) In the event the allottee and les-
see cannot reach an agreement, the 
matter shall be presented by all parties 
before the Osage Tribal Council, and 
the Council shall make its rec-
ommendations. Such recommendations 
shall be considered as final and binding 
upon the allottee and lessee. A guard-
ian may represent the allottee. Where 
no one is authorized or where no person 
is deemed by the Superintendent to be 
a proper party to speak for a person of 
unsound mind or feeble understanding, 
the Principal Chief of the Osage Tribe 
shall represent him. 

(d) If the allottee or his representa-
tive does not appear before the Osage 
Tribal Council when notified by the Su-
perintendent, or if the Council fails to 
act within 10 days after the matter is 
referred to it, the Superintendent may 
authorize lessee to proceed with oper-
ations in conformity with the provi-
sions of his lease and the regulations in 
this part. 

§ 226.18 Information to be given sur-
face owners prior to commence-
ment of drilling operations. 

Except for the surveying and staking 
of a well, no operations of any kind 
shall commence until the lessee or his/ 
her authorized representative shall 
meet with the surface owner or his/her 
representative, if a resident of and 
present in Osage County, Oklahoma. 
Unless waived by the Superintendent 
or otherwise agreed to between the les-
see and surface owner, such meeting 
shall be held at least 10 days prior to 
the commencement or any operations, 
except for the surveying and staking of 
the well. At such meeting lessee or his/ 
her authorized representative shall 
comply with the following require-
ments: 

(a) Indicate the location of the well 
or wells to be drilled. 

(b) Arrange for route of ingress and 
egress. Upon failure to agree on route 
ingress and egress, said route shall be 
set by the Superintendent. 

(c) Impart to said surface owners the 
name and address of the party or rep-
resentative upon whom the surface 
owner shall serve any claim for dam-
ages which he may sustain from min-
eral development or operations, and as 
to the procedure for settlement thereof 
as provided in § 226.21 

(d) Where the drilling is to be on re-
stricted land, lessee or his authorized 
representative in the manner provided 
above shall meet with the Super-
intendent. 

(e) When the surface owner or his/her 
representative is not a resident of, or is 
not physically present in, Osage Coun-
ty, Oklahoma, or cannot be contacted 
at the last known address, the Super-
intendent may authorize lessee to pro-
ceed with operations. 

[39 FR 22254, June 21, 1974, as amended at 41 
FR 50648, Nov. 17, 1976; 43 FR 8136, Feb. 28, 
1978. Redesignated at 47 FR 13327, Mar. 30, 
1982, as amended at 55 FR 33115, Aug. 14, 1990] 

§ 226.19 Use of surface of land. 

(a) Lessee or his/her authorized rep-
resentative shall have the right to use 
so much of the surface of the land 
within the Osage Mineral Estate as 
may be reasonable for operations and 
marketing. This includes but is not 
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limited to the right to lay and main-
tain pipelines, electric lines, pull rods, 
other appliances necessary for oper-
ations and marketing, and the right-of- 
way for ingress and egress to any point 
of operations. If Lessee and surface 
owner are unable to agree as to the 
routing of pipelines, electric lines, etc., 
said routing shall be set by the Super-
intendent. The right to use water for 
lease operations is established by 
§ 226.24. Lessee shall conduct his/her op-
erations in a workmanlike manner, 
commit no waste and allow none to be 
committed upon the land, nor permit 
any unavoidable nuisance to be main-
tained on the premises under his/her 
control. 

(b) Before commencing a drilling op-
eration, Lessee shall pay or tender to 
the surface owner commencement 
money in the amount of $25 per seismic 
shot hole and commencement money in 
the amount of $300 for each well, after 
which Lessee shall be entitled to im-
mediate possession of the drilling site. 
Commencement money will not be re-
quired for the redrilling of a well which 
was originally drilled under the cur-
rently lease. A drilling site shall be 
held to the minimum area essential for 
operations and shall not exceed one 
and one-half acres in area unless au-
thorized by the Superintendent. Com-
mencement money shall be a credit to-
ward the settlement of the total dam-
ages. Acceptance of commencement 
money by the surface owner does not 
affect his/her right to compensation for 
damages as described in § 226.20, occa-
sioned by the drilling and completion 
of the well for which it was paid. Since 
actual damage to the surface from op-
erations cannot necessarily be 
ascertained prior to the completion of 
a well as a serviceable well or dry hole, 
a damage settlement covering the 
drilling operation need not be made 
until after completion of drilling oper-
ations. 

(c) Where the surface is restricted 
land, commencement money shall be 
paid to the Superintendent for the 
landowner. All other surface owners 
shall be paid or tendered such com-
mencement money direct. Where such 
surface owners are not residents of 
Osage County nor have a representa-
tive located therein, such payment 

shall be made or tendered to the last 
known address of the surface owner at 
least 5 days before commencing drill-
ing operation on any well: Provided, 
That should lessee be unable to reach 
the owner of the surface of the land for 
the purpose of tendering the com-
mencement money or if the owner of 
the surface of the land shall refuse to 
accept the same, lessee shall deposit 
such amount with the Superintendent 
by check payable to the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs. The superintendent shall 
thereupon advise the owner of the sur-
face of the land by mail at his last 
known address that the commence-
ment money is being held for payment 
to him upon his written request. 

(d) Lessee shall also pay fees for tank 
sites not exceeding 50 feet square at 
the rate of $100 per tank site or other 
vessel: Provided, That no payment shall 
be due for a tank temporarily set on a 
well location site for drilling, com-
pleting, or testing. The sum to be paid 
for a tank occupying more than 50 feet 
square shall be agreed upon between 
the surface owner and lessee or, on fail-
ure to agree, the same shall be deter-
mined by arbitration as provided by 
§ 226.21. 

[39 FR 22254, June 22, 1974, as amended at 43 
FR 8136, Feb. 28, 1978; 43 FR 11815, Mar. 22, 
1978. Redesignated at 47 FR 13327, Mar. 30, 
1982, as amended at 55 FR 33115, Aug. 14, 1990] 

§ 226.20 Settlement of damages 
claimed. 

(a) Lessee or his authorized rep-
resentative or geophysical permittee 
shall pay for all damages to growing 
crops, any improvements on the lands, 
and all other surface damages as may 
be occasioned by operations. Com-
mencement money shall be a credit to-
ward the settlement of the total dam-
ages occasioned by the drilling and 
completion of the well for which it was 
paid. Such damages shall be paid to the 
owner of the surface and by him appor-
tioned among the parties interested in 
the surface, whether as owner, surface 
lessee, or otherwise, as the parties may 
mutually agree or as their interests 
may appear. If lessee or his authorized 
representative and surface owner are 
unable to agree concerning damages, 
the same shall be determined by arbi-
tration. Nothing herein contained shall 
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be construed to deny any party the 
right to file an action in a court of 
competent jurisdiction if he is dissatis-
fied with the amount of the award. 

(b) Surface owners shall notify their 
lessees or tenants of the regulations in 
this part and of the necessary proce-
dure to follow in all cases of alleged 
damages. If so authorized in writing, 
surface lessees or tenants may rep-
resent the surface owners. 

(c) In settlement of damages on re-
stricted land all sums due and payable 
shall be paid to the Superintendent for 
credit to the account of the Indian en-
titled thereto. The Superintendent will 
make the apportionment between the 
Indian landowner or owners and sur-
face Lessee of record. 

(d) Any person claiming an interest 
in any leased tract or in damages 
thereto, must furnish to the Super-
intendent a statement in writing show-
ing said claimed interest. Failure to 
furnish such statement shall constitute 
a waiver of notice and estop said per-
son from claiming any part of such 
damages after the same shall have been 
disbursed. 

[39 FR 22254, June 21, 1974, as amended at 41 
FR 50649, Nov. 17, 1976; 43 FR 8137, Feb. 28, 
1978. Redesignated at 47 FR 13327, Mar. 30, 
1982] 

§ 226.21 Procedure for settlement of 
damages claimed. 

Where the surface owner or his lessee 
suffers damage due to the oil and gas 
operations and/or marketing of oil or 
gas by lessee or his authorized rep-
resentative, the procedure for recovery 
shall be as follows: 

(a) The party or parties aggrieved 
shall, as soon as possible after the dis-
covery of any damages, serve written 
notice to Lessee or his authorized rep-
resentative as provided by § 226.18. 
Written notice shall contain the nature 
and location of the alleged damages, 
the date of occurrence, the names of 
the party or parties causing said dam-
ages, and the amount of damages. It is 
not intended by this requirement to 
limit the time within which action 
may be brought in the courts to less 
than the 90-day period allowed by sec-
tion 2 of the Act of March 2, 1929 (45 
Stat. 1478, 1479). 

(b) If the alleged damages are not ad-
justed at the time of such notice, Les-
see or his authorized representative 
shall try to adjust the claim with the 
party or parties aggrieved within 20 
days from receipt of the notice. If the 
claimant is the owner of restricted 
property and a settlement results, a 
copy of the settlement agreement shall 
be filed with the Superintendent. If the 
settlement agreement is approved by 
the Superintendent, payment shall be 
made to the Superintendent for the 
benefit of said claimant. 

(c) If the parties fail to adjust the 
claim within the 20 days specified, then 
within 10 days thereafter each of the 
interested parties shall appoint an ar-
bitrator who immediately upon their 
appointment shall agree upon a third 
arbitrator. If the two arbitrators shall 
fail to agree upon a third arbitrator 
within 10 days, they shall immediately 
notify the parties in interest. If said 
parties cannot agree upon a third arbi-
trator within 5 days after receipt of 
such notice, the Superintendent shall 
appoint the third arbitrator. 

(d) As soon as the third arbitrator is 
appointed, the arbitrators shall meet; 
hear the evidence and arguments of the 
parties; and examine the lands, crops, 
improvements, or other property al-
leged to have been injured. Within 10 
days they shall render their decision as 
to the amount of the damage due. The 
arbitrators shall be disinterested per-
sons. The fees and expenses of the third 
arbitrator shall be borne equally by the 
claimant and Lessee or his authorized 
representative. Each Lessee or his au-
thorized representative and claimant 
shall pay the fee and expenses for the 
arbitrator appointed by him. 

(e) When an act of an oil or gas lessee 
or his authorized representative results 
in injury to both the surface owner and 
his lessee, the parties aggrieved shall 
join in the appointment of an arbi-
trator. Where the injury complained of 
is chargeable to one or more oil or gas 
Lessee, or his authorized representa-
tive, such lessee or said representative 
shall join in the appointment of an ar-
bitrator. 

(f) Any two of the arbitrators may 
make a decision as to the amount of 
damage due. The decision shall be in 
writing and shall be served forthwith 
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upon the parties in interest. Each 
party shall have 90 days from the date 
the decision is served in which to file 
an action in a court of competent juris-
diction. If no such action is filed within 
said time and the award is against Les-
see or his/her authorized representa-
tive, he/she shall pay the same, to-
gether with interest at an annual rate 
established for the Internal Revenue 
Service from date of award, within 10 
days after the expiration of said period 
for filing an action. 

(g) Lessee or his authorized rep-
resentative shall file with the Super-
intendent a report on each settlement 
agreement, setting out the nature and 
location of the damage, date, and 
amount of the settlement, and any 
other pertinent information. 

[39 FR 22254, June 21, 1974, as amended at 41 
FR 50649, Nov. 17, 1976. Redesignated at 47 FR 
13327, Mar. 30, 1982, as amended at 55 FR 
33115, Aug. 14, 1990; 64 FR 13896, Mar. 23, 1999] 

§ 226.22 Prohibition of pollution. 
(a) All operators, contractors, 

drillers, service companies, pipe pull-
ing and salvaging contractors, or other 
persons, shall at all times conduct 
their operations and drill, equip, oper-
ate, produce, plug and abandon all 
wells drilled for oil or gas, service wells 
or exploratory wells (including seismic, 
core and stratigraphic holes) in a man-
ner that will prevent pollution and the 
migration of oil, gas, salt water or 
other substance from one stratum into 
another, including any fresh water 
bearing formation. 

(b) Pits for drilling mud or delete-
rious substance used in the drilling, 
completion, recompletion, or workover 
of any well shall be constructed and 
maintained to prevent pollution of sur-
face and subsurface fresh water. These 
pits shall be enclosed with a fence of at 
least four strands of barbed wire, or an 
approved substitute, stretched taut to 
adequately braced corner posts, unless 
the surface owner, user, or the Super-
intendent gives consent to the con-
trary. Immediately after completion of 
operations, pits shall be emptied and 
leveled unless otherwise requested by 
surface owner or user. 

(c) Drilling pits shall be adequate to 
contain mud and other material ex-
tracted from wells and shall have ade-

quate storage to maintain a supply of 
mud for use in emergencies. 

(d) No earthen pit, except those used 
in the drilling, completion, recomple-
tion or workover of a well, shall be 
constructed, enlarged, reconstructed or 
used without approval of the Super-
intendent. Unlined earthen pits shall 
not be used for the continued storage 
of salt water or other deleterious sub-
stances. 

(e) Deleterious fluids other than fresh 
water drilling fluids used in drilling or 
workover operations, which are dis-
placed or produced in well completion 
or stimulation procedures, including 
but not limited to fracturing, 
acidizing, swabbing, and drill stem 
tests, shall be collected into a pit lined 
with plastic of at least 30 mil or a 
metal tank and maintained separately 
from above-mentioned drilling fluids to 
allow for separate disposal. 

[39 FR 22254, June 21, 1974. Redesignated at 47 
FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982, as amended at 55 FR 
33115, Aug. 14, 1990] 

§ 226.23 Easements for wells off leased 
premises. 

The Superintendent, with the con-
sent of the Osage Tribal Council, may 
grant commercial and noncommercial 
easements for wells off the leased 
premises to be used for purposes associ-
ated with oil and gas production. Rent-
al payable to the Osage Tribe for such 
easements shall be an amount agreed 
to by Grantee and the Osage Tribal 
Council subject to the approval of the 
Superintendent. Grantee shall be re-
sponsible for all damages resulting 
from the use of such wells and settle-
ment therefor shall be made as pro-
vided in § 226.21. 

[39 FR 22254, June 21, 1974. Redesignated at 47 
FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982, as amended at 55 FR 
33115, Aug. 14, 1990] 

§ 226.24 Lessee’s use of water. 
Lessee or his contractor may, with 

the approval of the Superintendent, use 
water from streams and natural water 
courses to the extent that same does 
not diminish the supply below the re-
quirements of the surface owner from 
whose land the water is taken. Simi-
larly, Lessee or his contractor may use 
water from reservoirs formed by the 
impoundment of water from such 
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streams and natural water courses, 
provided such use does not exceed the 
quantity to which they originally 
would have been entitled had the res-
ervoirs not been constructed. Lessee or 
his contractor may install necessary 
lines and other equipment within the 
Osage Mineral Estate to obtain such 
water. Any damage resulting from such 
installation shall be settled as provided 
in § 226.21. 

§ 226.25 Gas well drilled by oil lessees 
and vice versa. 

Prior to drilling, the oil or gas lessee 
shall notify the other lessees of his/her 
intent to drill. When an oil lessee in 
drilling a well encounters a formation 
or zone having indications of possible 
gas production, or the gas lessee in 
drilling a well encounters a formation 
or zone having indication of possible 
oil production, he/she shall imme-
diately notify the other lessee and the 
Superintendent. Lessee drilling the 
well shall obtain all information which 
a prudent operator utilizes to evaluate 
the productive capability of such for-
mation or zone. 

(a) Gas well to be turned over to gas les-
see. If the oil lessee drills a gas well, he/ 
she shall, without removing from the 
well any of the casing or other equip-
ment, immediately shut the well in and 
notify the gas lessee and the Super-
intendent. If the gas lessee does not, 
within 45 days after receiving notice 
and cost of drilling, elect to take over 
such well and reimburse the oil lessee 
the cost of drilling, including all dam-
ages paid and the cost in-place of cas-
ing, tubing, and other equipment, the 
oil lessee shall immediately confine 
the gas to the original stratum. The 
disposition of such well and the produc-
tion therefrom shall then be subject to 
the approval of the Superintendent. In 
the event the oil lessee and gas lessee 
cannot agree on the cost of the well, 
such cost shall be apportioned between 
the oil and gas lessee by the Super-
intendent. If such apportionment is not 
accepted, the well shall be plugged by 
the oil and gas lessee who drilled the 
well. 

(b) Oil well to be turned over to oil 
lessee. If the gas lessee drills an oil 
well, he/she must immediately, without 
removing from the well any of the cas-

ing or other equipment, notify the oil 
lessee and the superintendent. 

(1) If the oil lessee does not, within 45 
days after receipt of notice and cost of 
drilling, elect to take over the well, he/ 
she must immediately notify the gas 
lessee. From that point, the super-
intendent must approve the disposition 
of the well, and any gas produced from 
it. 

(2) If the oil lessee chooses to take 
over the well, he/she must pay to the 
gas lessee: 

(i) The cost of drilling the well, in-
cluding all damages paid; and 

(ii) The cost in place of casing and 
other equipment. 

(3) If the oil lessee and the gas lessee 
cannot agree on the cost of the well, 
the superintendent will apportion the 
cost between the oil and gas lessees. If 
the lessees do not accept the apportion-
ment, the oil or gas lessee who drilled 
the well must plug the well. 

(c) Lands not leased. If the gas lessee 
shall drill an oil well upon lands not 
leased for oil purposes or vice versa, 
the Superintendent may, until such 
time as said lands are leased, permit 
the lessee who drilled the well to oper-
ate and market the production there-
from. When said lands are leased, the 
lessee who drilled and completed the 
well shall be reimbursed by the oil or 
gas lessee, for the cost of drilling said 
well, including all damages paid and 
the cost in-place of casing, tubing, and 
other equipment. If the lessee does not 
elect to take over said well as provided 
above, the disposition of such well and 
the production therefrom shall be de-
termined by the Superintendent. In the 
event the oil lessee and gas lessee can-
not agree on the cost of the well, such 
cost shall be apportioned between the 
oil and gas lessee by the Super-
intendent. If such apportionment is not 
accepted, the well shall be plugged by 
the oil and gas lessee who drilled the 
well. 

[39 FR 22254, June 21, 1974. Redesignated at 47 
FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982, as amended at 55 FR 
33115, Aug. 14, 1990; 64 FR 13896, Mar. 23, 1999] 

§ 226.26 Determining cost of well. 

The term ‘‘cost of drilling’’ as applied 
where one lessee takes over a well 
drilled by another, shall include all 
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reasonable, usual, necessary, and prop-
er expenditures. A list of expenses men-
tioned in this section shall be pre-
sented to proposed purchasing lessee 
within 10 days after the completion of 
the well. In the event of a disagree-
ment between the parties as to the 
charges assessed against the well that 
is to be taken over, such charges shall 
be determined by the Superintendent. 

§ 226.27 Gas for operating purposes 
and tribal use. 

(a) Gas to be furnished oil lessee. Les-
see of a producing gas lease shall fur-
nish the oil lessee sufficient gas for op-
erating purposes at a rate to be agreed 
upon, or on failure to agree the rate 
shall be determined by the Super-
intendent: Provided, That the oil lessee 
shall at his own expense and risk, fur-
nish and install the necessary connec-
tions to the gas lessee’s well or pipe-
line. All such connections shall be re-
ported in writing to the Super-
intendent. 

(b) Use of gas by Osage Tribe. (1) Gas 
from any well or wells shall be fur-
nished any Tribal-owned building or 
enterprise at a rate not to exceed the 
price less royalty being received or of-
fered by a gas purchaser: Provided, 
That such requirement shall be subject 
to the determination by the Super-
intendent that gas in sufficient quan-
tities is available above that needed for 
lease operation and that no waste 
would result. In the absence of a gas 
purchaser the rate to be paid by the 
Osage Tribe shall be determined by the 
Superintendent based on prices being 
paid by purchasers in the Osage Min-
eral Estate. The Osage Tribe is to fur-
nish all necessary material and labor 
for such connection with Lessee’s gas 
system. The use of such gas shall be at 
the risk of the Osage Tribe at all times. 

(2) Any member of the Osage Tribe 
residing in Osage County and outside a 
corporate city is entitled to the use at 
his own expense of not to exceed 400,000 
cubic feet of gas per calendar year for 
his principal residence at a rate not to 
exceed the amount paid by a gas pur-
chaser plus 10 percent: Provided, That 
such requirement shall be subject to 
the determination by the Super-
intendent that gas in sufficient quan-
tities is available above that needed for 

lease operation and that no waste 
would result. In the absence of a gas 
purchaser the amount to be paid by the 
Tribal member shall be determined by 
the Superintendent. Gas to Tribal 
members is not royalty free. The Trib-
al member is to furnish all necessary 
material and labor for such connection 
to Lessee’s gas system, and shall main-
tain his own lines. The use of such gas 
shall be at the risk of the Tribal mem-
ber at all times. 

(3) Gas furnished by Lessee under 
paragraphs (b) (1) and (2) of this section 
may be terminated only with the ap-
proval of the Superintendent. Written 
application for termination must be 
made to the Superintendent showing 
justification. 

CESSATION OF OPERATIONS 

§ 226.28 Shutdown, abandonment, and 
plugging of wells. 

No productive well shall be aban-
doned until its lack for further profit-
able production of oil and/or gas has 
been demonstrated to the satisfaction 
of the Superintendent. Lessee shall not 
shut down, abandon, or otherwise dis-
continue the operation or use of any 
well for any purpose without the writ-
ten approval of the Superintendent. All 
applications for such approval shall be 
submitted to the Superintendent on 
forms furnished by him/her. 

(a) Application for authority to per-
manently shut down or discontinue use 
or operation of a well shall set forth 
justification, probable duration the 
means by which the well bore is to be 
protected, and the contemplated even-
tual disposition of the well. The meth-
od of conditioning such well shall be 
subject to the approval of the Super-
intendent. 

(b) Prior to permanent abandonment 
of any well, the oil lessee or the gas 
lessee, as the case may be, shall offer 
the well to the other for his recomple-
tion or use under such terms as may be 
mutually agreed upon but not in con-
flict with the regulations. Failure of 
the Lessee receiving the offer to reply 
within 10 days after receipt thereof 
shall be deemed as rejection of the 
offer. If, after indicating acceptance, 
the two parties cannot agree on the 
terms of the offer within 30 days, the 
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