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(b) Determinations issued by the 
Wage and Hour Division with respect 
to particular contracts are required to 
be incorporated in the invitations for 
bids or requests for proposals or 
quotations issued by the contracting 
agencies, and are to be incorporated in 
the contract specifications in accord-
ance with § 4.5 of subpart A. In this 
manner, prospective contractors and 
subcontractors are advised of the min-
imum monetary wages and fringe bene-
fits required under the most recently 
applicable determination to be paid the 
service employees who perform the 
contract work. These requirements are 
the same for all bidders so none will be 
placed at a competitive disadvantage. 

(c) Determinations issued by the 
Wage and Hour Division with respect 
to particular contracts are required to 
be incorporated in the invitations for 
bids or requests for proposals or 
quotations issued by the contracting 
agencies, and are to be incorporated in 
the contract specifications in accord-
ance with § 4.5 of subpart A. In this 
manner, prospective contractors and 
subcontractors are advised of the min-
imum monetary wages and fringe bene-
fits required under the most recently 
applicable determination to be paid the 
service employees who perform the 
contract work. These requirements are, 
of course, the same for all bidders so 
none will be placed at a competitive 
disadvantage. 

[48 FR 49762, Oct. 27, 1983. Redesignated at 61 
FR 68664, Dec. 30, 1996, and amended at 70 FR 
50898, Aug. 26, 2005] 

§ 4.56 Review and reconsideration of 
wage determinations. 

(a) Review by the Administrator. (1) 
Any interested party affected by a 
wage determination issued under sec-
tion 2(a) of the Act may request review 
and reconsideration by the Adminis-
trator. A request for review and recon-
sideration may be made by the con-
tracting agency or other interested 
party, including contractors or pro-
spective contractors and associations 
of contractors, representatives of em-
ployees, and other interested Govern-
mental agencies. Any such request 
must be accompanied by supporting 
evidence. In no event shall the Admin-
istrator review a wage determination 

or its applicability after the opening of 
bids in the case of a competitively ad-
vertised procurement, or, later than 10 
days before commencement of a con-
tract in the case of a negotiated pro-
curement, exercise of a contract option 
or extension. This limitation is nec-
essary in order to ensure competitive 
equality and an orderly procurement 
process. 

(2) The Administrator shall, upon re-
ceipt of a request for reconsideration, 
review the data sources relied upon as 
a basis for the wage determination, the 
evidence furnished by the party re-
questing review or reconsideration, 
and, if necessary to resolve the matter, 
any additional information found to be 
relevant to determining prevailing 
wage rates and fringe benefits in a par-
ticular locality. The Administrator, 
pursuant to a review of available infor-
mation, may issue a new wage deter-
mination, may cause the wage deter-
mination to be revised, or may affirm 
the wage determination issued, and 
will notify the requesting party in 
writing of the action taken. The Ad-
ministrator will render a decision with-
in 30 days of receipt of the request or 
will notify the requesting party in 
writing within 30 days of receipt that 
additional time is necessary. 

(b) Review by the Administrative Re-
view Board. Any decision of the Admin-
istrator under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion may be appealed to the Adminis-
trative Review Board within 20 days of 
issuance of the Administrator’s deci-
sion. Any such appeal shall be in ac-
cordance with the provisions of part 8 
of this title. 

[48 FR 49762, Oct. 27, 1983. Redesignated at 61 
FR 68664, Dec. 30, 1996] 

Subpart C—Application of the 
McNamara-O’Hara Service 
Contract Act 

INTRODUCTORY 

§ 4.101 Official rulings and interpreta-
tions in this subpart. 

(a) The purpose of this subpart is to 
provide, pursuant to the authority 
cited in § 4.102, official rulings and in-
terpretations with respect to the appli-
cation of the McNamara-O’Hara Serv-
ice Contract Act for the guidance of 
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the agencies of the United States and 
the District of Columbia which may 
enter into and administer contracts 
subject to its provisions, the persons 
desiring to enter into such contracts 
with these agencies, and the contrac-
tors, subcontractors, and employees 
who perform work under such con-
tracts. 

(b) These rulings and interpretations 
are intended to indicate the construc-
tion of the law and regulations which 
the Department of Labor believes to be 
correct and which will be followed in 
the administration of the Act unless 
and until directed otherwise by Act of 
Congress or by authoritative ruling of 
the courts, or if it is concluded upon 
reexamination of an interpretation 
that it is incorrect. See for example, 
Skidmore v. Swift & Co., 323 U.S. 134 
(1944); Roland Co. v. Walling, 326 U.S. 657 
(1946); Endicott Johnson Corp. v. Perkins, 
317 U.S. 501, 507–509 (1943); Perkins v. Lu-
kens Steel Co., 310 U.S. 113, 128 (1940); 
United States v. Western Pacific Railroad 
Co., 352 U.S. 59 (1956). The Department 
of Labor (and not the contracting agen-
cies) has the primary and final author-
ity and responsibility for admin-
istering and interpreting the Act, in-
cluding making determinations of cov-
erage. See Woodside Village v. Secretary 
of Labor, 611 F. 2d 312 (9th Cir. 1980); 
Nello L. Teer Co. v. United States, 348 
F.2d 533, 539–540 (Ct. Cl. 1965), cert. de-
nied, 383 U.S. 934; North Georgia Build-
ing & Construction Trades Council v. U.S. 
Department of Transportation, 399 F. 
Supp. 58, 63 (N.D. Ga. 1975) (Davis- 
Bacon Act); Curtiss-Wright Corp. v. 
McLucas, 364 F. Supp. 750, 769–72 (D.N.J. 
1973); and 43 Atty. Gen. Ops. ll 

(March 9, 1979); 53 Comp. Gen. 647, 649– 
51 (1974); 57 Comp. Gen. 501, 506 (1978). 

(c) Court decisions arising under the 
Act (as well as under related remedial 
labor standards laws such as the 
Walsh-Healey Public Contracts Act, 
the Davis-Bacon Act, the Contract 
Work Hours and Safety Standards Act, 
and the Fair Labor Standards Act) 
which support policies and interpreta-
tions contained in this part are cited 
where it is believed that they may be 
helpful. On matters which have not 
been authoritatively determined by the 
courts, it is necessary for the Sec-
retary of Labor and the Administrator 

to reach conclusions as to the meaning 
and the application of provisions of the 
law in order to carry out their respon-
sibilities of administration and en-
forcement (Skidmore v. Swift & Co., 323 
U.S. 134 (1944)). In order that these po-
sitions may be made known to persons 
who may be affected by them, official 
interpretations and rulings are issued 
by the Administrator with the advice 
of the Solicitor of Labor, as authorized 
by the Secretary (Secretary’s Order 
No. 16–75, Nov. 21, 1975, 40 FR 55913; Em-
ployment Standards Order No. 2–76, 
Feb. 23, 1976, 41 FR 9016). These inter-
pretations are a proper exercise of the 
Secretary’s authority. Idaho Sheet 
Metal Works v. Wirtz, 383 U.S. 190, 208 
(1966), reh. den. 383 U.S. 963 (1966). Ref-
erences to pertinent legislative his-
tory, decisions of the Comptroller Gen-
eral and of the Attorney General, and 
Administrative Law Judges’ decisions 
are also made in this part where it ap-
pears they will contribute to a better 
understanding of the stated interpreta-
tions and policies. 

(d) The interpretations of the law 
contained in this part are official in-
terpretations which may be relied 
upon. The Supreme Court has recog-
nized that such interpretations of the 
Act ‘‘provide a practical guide to em-
ployers and employees as to how the 
office representing the public interest 
in its enforcement will seek to apply 
it’’ and ‘‘constitute a body of experi-
ence and informed judgment to which 
courts and litigants may properly re-
sort for guidance’’ (Skidmore v. Swift & 
Co., 323 U.S. 134 (1944)). Interpretations 
of the agency charged with admin-
istering an Act are generally afforded 
deference by the courts. (Griggs v. Duke 
Power Co., 401 U.S. 424, 433–34 (1971); 
Udall v. Tallman, 380 U.S. 1 (1965).) 
Some of the interpretations in this 
part relating to the application of the 
Act are interpretations of provisions 
which appeared in the original Act be-
fore its amendments in 1972 and 1976. 
Accordingly, the Department of Labor 
considers these interpretations to be 
correct, since there were no amend-
ments of the statutory provisions 
which they interpret. (United States v. 
Davison Fuel & Dock Co., 371 F.2d 705, 
711–12 (C.A. 4, 1967).) 
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(e) The interpretations contained 
herein shall be in effect until they are 
modified, rescinded, or withdrawn. This 
part supersedes and replaces certain in-
terpretations previously published in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER and Code of 
Federal Regulations as part 4 of this 
chapter. Prior opinions, rulings, and 
interpretations and prior enforcement 
policies which are not inconsistent 
with the interpretations in this part or 
with the Act as amended are continued 
in effect; all other opinions, rulings, in-
terpretations, and enforcement policies 
on the subjects discussed in the inter-
pretations in this part, to the extent 
they are inconsistent with the rules 
herein stated, are superseded, re-
scinded, and withdrawn. 

(f) Principles governing the applica-
tion of the Act as set forth in this sub-
part are clarified or amplified in par-
ticular instances by illustrations and 
examples based on specific fact situa-
tions. Since such illustrations and ex-
amples cannot and are not intended to 
be exhaustive, or to provide guidance 
on every problem which may arise 
under the Act, no inference should be 
drawn from the fact that a subject or 
illustration is omitted. 

(g) It should not be assumed that the 
lack of discussion of a particular sub-
ject in this subpart indicates the adop-
tion of any particular position by the 
Department of Labor with respect to 
such matter or to constitute an inter-
pretation, practice, or enforcement 
policy. If doubt arises or a question ex-
ists, inquiries with respect to matters 
other than safety and health standards 
should be directed to the Adminis-
trator of the Wage and Hour Division, 
Employment Standards Administra-
tion, U.S. Department of Labor, Wash-
ington, DC 20210, or to any regional of-
fice of the Wage and Hour Division. 
Safety and health inquiries should be 
addressed to the Assistant Secretary 
for Occupational Safety and Health, 
U.S. Department of Labor, Washington, 
DC 20210, or to any OSHA regional of-
fice. A full description of the facts and 
any relevant documents should be sub-
mitted if an official ruling is desired. 

§ 4.102 Administration of the Act. 
As provided by section 4 of the Act 

and under provisions of sections 4 and 

5 of the Walsh-Healey Public Contracts 
Act (49 Stat. 2036, 41 U.S.C. 38, 39), 
which are made expressly applicable 
for the purpose, the Secretary of Labor 
is authorized and directed to admin-
ister and enforce the provisions of the 
McNamara-O’Hara Service Contract 
Act, to make rules and regulations, 
issue orders, make decisions, and take 
other appropriate action under the Act. 
The Secretary is also authorized to 
make reasonable limitations and to 
make rules and regulations allowing 
reasonable variations, tolerances, and 
exemptions to and from provisions of 
the Act (except section 10), but only in 
special circumstances where it is deter-
mined that such action is necessary 
and proper in the public interest or to 
avoid serious impairment of the con-
duct of Government business and is in 
accord with the remedial purposes of 
the Act to protect prevailing labor 
standards. The authority and enforce-
ment powers of the Secretary under 
the Act are coextensive with the au-
thority and powers under the Walsh- 
Healey Act. Curtiss Wright Corp. v. 
McLucas 364 F. Supp. 750, 769 (D NJ 
1973). 

§ 4.103 The Act. 
The McNamara-O’Hara Service Con-

tract Act of 1965 (Pub. L. 89–286, 79 
Stat. 1034, 41 U.S.C. 351 et seq.), herein-
after referred to as the Act, was ap-
proved by the President on October 22, 
1965 (1 Weekly Compilation of Presi-
dential Documents 428). It establishes 
standards for minimum compensation 
and safety and health protection of em-
ployees performing work for contrac-
tors and subcontractors on service con-
tracts entered into with the Federal 
Government and the District of Colum-
bia. It applies to contracts entered into 
pursuant to negotiations concluded or 
invitations for bids issued on or after 
January 20, 1966. It has been amended 
by Public Law 92–473, 86 Stat. 798; by 
Public Law 93–57, 87 Stat. 140; and by 
Public Law 94–489, 90 Stat. 2358. 

§ 4.104 What the Act provides, gen-
erally. 

The provisions of the Act apply to 
contracts, whether negotiated or ad-
vertised, the principal purpose of which 
is to furnish services in the United 
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States through the use of service em-
ployees. Under its provisions, every 
contract subject to the Act (and any 
bid specification therefor) entered into 
by the United States or the District of 
Columbia in excess of $2,500 must con-
tain stipulations as set forth in § 4.6 of 
this part requiring: (a) That specified 
minimum monetary wages and fringe 
benefits determined by the Secretary 
of Labor (based on wage rates and 
fringe benefits prevailing in the local-
ity or, in specified circumstances, the 
wage rates and fringe benefits con-
tained in a collective bargaining agree-
ment applicable to employees who per-
formed on a predecessor contract) be 
paid to service employees employed by 
the contractor or any subcontractor in 
performing the services contracted for; 
(b) that working conditions of such em-
ployees which are under the control of 
the contractor or subcontractor meet 
safety and health standards; and (c) 
that notice be given to such employees 
of the compensation due them under 
the minimum wage and fringe benefits 
provisions of the contract. Contractors 
performing work subject to the Act 
thus enter into competition to obtain 
Government business on terms of 
which they are fairly forewarned by in-
clusion in the contract. (Endicott John-
son Corp. v. Perkins, 317 U.S. 501, 507 
(1943).) The Act’s purpose is to impose 
obligations upon those favored with 
Government business by precluding the 
use of the purchasing power of the Fed-
eral Government in the unfair depres-
sion of wages and standards of employ-
ment. (See H.R. Rep. No. 948, 89th 
Cong., 1st Sess. 2–3 (1965); S. Rep. No. 
798, 89th Cong., 1st Sess. 3–4 (1965).) The 
Act does not permit the monetary 
wage rates specified in such a contract 
to be less than the minimum wage 
specified under section 6(a)(1) of the 
Fair Labor Standards Act, as amended 
(29 U.S.C. 206(a)(1)). In addition, it is a 
violation of the Act for any contractor 
or subcontractor under a Federal con-
tract subject to the Act, regardless of 
the amount of the contract, to pay any 
of his employees engaged in performing 
work on the contract less than such 
Fair Labor Standards Act minimum 
wage. Contracts of $2,500 or less are 
not, however, required to contain the 
stipulations described above. These 

provisions of the Service Contract Act 
are implemented by the regulations 
contained in this part 4 and are dis-
cussed in more detail in subsequent 
sections of subparts C, D, and E. 

§ 4.105 The Act as amended. 
(a) The provisions of the Act (see 

§§ 4.102–4.103) were amended, effective 
October 9, 1972, by Public Law 92–473, 
signed into law by the President on 
that date. By virtue of amendments 
made to paragraphs (1) and (2) of sec-
tion 2(a) and the addition to section 4 
of a new subsection (c), the compensa-
tion standards of the Act (see §§ 4.159– 
4.179) were revised to impose on suc-
cessor contractors certain require-
ments (see § 4.1b) with respect to pay-
ment of wage rates and fringe benefits 
based on those agreed upon for sub-
stantially the same services in the 
same locality in collective bargaining 
agreements entered into by their pred-
ecessor contractors (unless such agreed 
compensation is substantially at vari-
ance with that locally prevailing or the 
agreement was not negotiated at arm’s 
length). The Secretary of Labor is to 
give effect to the provisions of such 
collective bargaining agreements in his 
wage determinations under section 2 of 
the Act. A new paragraph (5) added to 
section 2(a) of the Act requires a state-
ment in the government service con-
tract of the rates that would be paid by 
the contracting agency in the event of 
its direct employment of those classes 
of service employees to be employed on 
the contract work who, if directly em-
ployed by the agency, would receive 
wages determined as provided in 5 
U.S.C. 5341. The Secretary of Labor is 
directed to give due consideration to 
such rates in determining prevailing 
monetary wages and fringe benefits 
under the Act’s provisions. Other pro-
visions of the 1972 amendments include 
the addition of a new section 10 to the 
Act to insure that wage determinations 
are issued by the Secretary for sub-
stantially all service contracts subject 
to section 2(a) of the Act at the earliest 
administratively feasible time; an 
amendment to section 4(b) of the Act 
to provide, in addition to the condi-
tions previously specified for issuance 
of administrative limitations, vari-
ations, tolerances, and exemptions (see 
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§ 4.123), that administrative action in 
this regard shall be taken only in spe-
cial circumstances where the Secretary 
determines that it is in accord with the 
remedial purpose of the Act to protect 
prevailing labor standards; and a new 
subsection (d) added to section 4 of the 
Act providing for the award of service 
contracts for terms not more than 5 
years with provision for periodic ad-
justment of minimum wage rates and 
fringe benefits payable thereunder by 
the issuance of wage determinations by 
the Secretary of Labor during the term 
of the contract. A further amendment 
to section 5(a) of the Act requires the 
names of contractors found to have 
violated the Act to be submitted for 
the debarment list (see § 4.188) not later 
than 90 days after the hearing exam-
iner’s finding of violation unless the 
Secretary recommends relief, and pro-
vides that such recommendations shall 
be made only because of unusual cir-
cumstances. 

(b) The provisions of the Act were 
amended by Public Law 93–57, 87 Stat. 
140, effective July 6, 1973, to extend the 
Act’s coverage to Canton Island. 

(c) The provisions of the Act were 
amended by Public Law 94–489, 90 Stat. 
2358, approved October 13, 1976, to ex-
tend the Act’s coverage to white collar 
workers. Accordingly, the minimum 
wage protection of the Act now extends 
to all workers, both blue collar and 
white collar, other than persons em-
ployed in a bona fide executive, admin-
istrative, or professional capacity as 
those terms are used in the Fair Labor 
Standards Act and in part 541 of title 
29. Public Law 94–489 accomplished this 
change by adding to section 2(a)(5) of 
the Act a reference to 5 U.S.C. 5332, 
which deals with white collar workers, 
and by amending the definition of serv-
ice contract employee in section 8(b) of 
the Act. 

(d) Included in this part 4 and in 
parts 6 and 8 of this subtitle are provi-
sions to give effect to the amendments 
mentioned in this section. 

§ 4.106 [Reserved] 

AGENCIES WHOSE CONTRACTS MAY BE 
COVERED 

§ 4.107 Federal contracts. 
(a) Section 2(a) of the Act covers con-

tracts (and any bid specification there-
for) ‘‘entered into by the United 
States’’ and section 2(b) applies to con-
tracts entered into ‘‘with the Federal 
Government.’’ Within the meaning of 
these provisions, contracts entered 
into by the United States and con-
tracts with the Federal Government in-
clude generally all contracts to which 
any agency or instrumentality of the 
U.S. Government becomes a party pur-
suant to authority derived from the 
Constitution and laws of the United 
States. The Act does not authorize any 
distinction in this respect between 
such agencies and instrumentalities on 
the basis of their inclusion in or inde-
pendence from the executive, legisla-
tive, or judicial branches of the Gov-
ernment, the fact that they may be 
corporate in form, or the fact that pay-
ment for the contract services is not 
made from appropriated funds. Thus, 
contracts of wholly owned Government 
corporations, such as the Postal Serv-
ice, and those of nonappropriated fund 
instrumentalities under the jurisdic-
tion of the Armed Forces, or of other 
Federal agencies, such as Federal Re-
serve Banks, are included among those 
subject to the general coverage of the 
Act. (Brinks, Inc. v. Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System, 466 F. 
Supp. 116 (D DC 1979); 43 Atty. Gen. 
Ops. lll (September 26, 1978).) Con-
tracts with the Federal Government 
and contracts entered into ‘‘by the 
United States’’ within the meaning of 
the Act do not, however, include con-
tracts for services entered into on their 
own behalf by agencies or instrumen-
talities of other Governments within 
the United States, such as those of the 
several States and their political sub-
divisions, or of Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, Guam, or American Samoa. 

(b) Where a Federal agency exercises 
its contracting authority to procure 
services desired by the Government, 
the method of procurement utilized by 
the contracting agency is not control-
ling in determining coverage of the 
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contract as one entered into by the 
United States. Such contracts may be 
entered into by the United States ei-
ther through a direct award by a Fed-
eral agency or through the exercise by 
another agency (whether governmental 
or private) of authority granted to it to 
procure services for or on behalf of a 
Federal agency. Thus, sometimes au-
thority to enter into service contracts 
of the character described in the Act 
for and on behalf of the Government 
and on a cost-reimbursable basis may 
be delegated, for the convenience of the 
contracting agency, to a prime con-
tractor which has the responsibility for 
all work to be done in connection with 
the operation and management of a 
Federal plant, installation, facility, or 
program, together with the legal au-
thority to act as agency for and on be-
half of the Government and to obligate 
Government funds in the procurement 
of all services and supplies necessary to 
carry out the entire program of oper-
ation. The contracts entered into by 
such a prime contractor with sec-
ondary contractors for and on behalf of 
the Federal agency pursuant to such 
delegated authority, which have such 
services as their principal purpose, are 
deemed to be contracts entered into by 
the United States and contracts with 
the Federal Government within the 
meaning of the Act. However, service 
contracts entered into by State or 
local public bodies with purveyors of 
services are not deemed to be entered 
into by the United States merely be-
cause such services are paid for with 
funds of the public body which have 
been received from the Federal Govern-
ment as a grant under a Federal pro-
gram. For example, a contract entered 
into by a municipal housing authority 
for tree trimming, tree removal, and 
landscaping for an urban renewal 
project financed by Federal funds is 
not a contract entered into by the 
United States and is not covered by the 
Service Contract Act. Similarly, con-
tracts let under the Medicaid program 
which are financed by federally-as-
sisted grants to the States, and con-
tracts which provide for insurance ben-
efits to a third party under the Medi-
care program are not subject to the 
Act. 

§ 4.108 District of Columbia contracts. 

Section 2(a) of the Act covers con-
tracts (and any bid specification there-
for) in excess of $2,500 which are ‘‘en-
tered into by the * * * District of Co-
lumbia.’’ The contracts of all agencies 
and instrumentalities which procure 
contract services for or on behalf of the 
District or under the authority of the 
District Government are contracts en-
tered into by the District of Columbia 
within the meaning of this provision. 
Such contracts are also considered con-
tracts entered into with the Federal 
Government or the United States with-
in the meaning of section 2(b), section 
5, and the other provisions of the Act. 
The legislative history indicates no in-
tent to distinguish District of Colum-
bia contracts from the other contracts 
made subject to the Act, and tradition-
ally, under other statutes, District 
Government contracts have been made 
subject to the same labor standards 
provisions as contracts of agencies and 
instrumentalities of the United States. 

[48 FR 49762, Oct. 27, 1983; 48 FR 50529, Nov. 2, 
1983] 

§ 4.109 [Reserved] 

COVERED CONTRACTS GENERALLY 

§ 4.110 What contracts are covered. 

The Act covers service contracts of 
the Federal agencies described in 
§§ 4.107–4.108. Except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided (see §§ 4.115 et seq.), 
all such contracts, the principal pur-
pose of which is to furnish services in 
the United States through the use of 
service employees, are subject to its 
terms. This is true of contracts entered 
into by such agencies with States or 
their political subdivisions, as well as 
such contracts entered into with pri-
vate employers. Contracts between a 
Federal or District of Columbia agency 
and another such agency are not within 
the purview of the Act; however, ‘‘sub-
contracts’’ awarded under ‘‘prime con-
tracts’’ between the Small Business 
Administration and another Federal 
agency pursuant to various pref-
erential set-aside programs, such as 
the 8(a) program, are covered by the 
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Act. It makes no difference in the cov-
erage of a contract whether the con-
tract services are procured through ne-
gotiation or through advertising for 
bids. Also, the mere fact that an agree-
ment is not reduced to writing does not 
mean that the contract is not within 
the coverage of the Act. The amount of 
the contract is not determinative of 
the Act’s coverage, although the re-
quirements are different for contracts 
in excess of $2,500 and for contracts of 
a lesser amount. The Act is applicable 
to the contract if the principal purpose 
of the contract is to furnish services, if 
such services are to be furnished in the 
United States, and if service employees 
will be used in providing such services. 
These elements of coverage will be dis-
cussed separately in the following sec-
tions. 

§ 4.111 Contracts ‘‘to furnish services.’’ 
(a) ‘‘Principal purpose’’ as criterion. 

Under its terms, the Act applies to a 
‘‘contract * * * the principal purpose of 
which is to furnish services * * *.’’ If 
the principal purpose is to provide 
something other than services of the 
character contemplated by the Act and 
any such services which may be per-
formed are only incidental to the per-
formance of a contract for another pur-
pose, the Act does not apply. However, 
as will be seen by examining the illus-
trative examples of covered contracts 
in §§ 4.130 et seq., no hard and fast rule 
can be laid down as to the precise 
meaning of the term principal purpose. 
This remedial Act is intended to be ap-
plied to a wide variety of contracts, 
and the Act does not define or limit the 
types of services which may be con-
tracted for under a contract the prin-
cipal purpose of which is to furnish 
services. Further, the nomenclature, 
type, or particular form of contract 
used by procurement agencies is not 
determinative of coverage. Whether 
the principal purpose of a particular 
contract is the furnishing of services 
through the use of service employees is 
largely a question to be determined on 
the basis of all the facts in each par-
ticular case. Even where tangible items 
of substantial value are important ele-
ments of the subject matter of the con-
tract, the facts may show that they are 
of secondary import to the furnishing 

of services in the particular case. This 
principle is illustrated by the examples 
set forth in § 4.131. 

(b) Determining whether a contract is 
for ‘‘services’’, generally. Except indi-
rectly through the definition of service 
employee the Act does not define, or 
limit, the types of services which may 
be contracted for under a contract ‘‘the 
principal purpose of which is to furnish 
services’’. As stated in the congres-
sional committee reports on the legis-
lation, the types of service contracts 
covered by its provisions are varied. 
Among the examples cited are con-
tracts for laundry and dry cleaning, for 
transportation of the mail, for custo-
dial, janitorial, or guard service, for 
packing and crating, for food service, 
and for miscellaneous housekeeping 
services. Covered contracts for services 
would also include those for other 
types of services which may be per-
formed through the use of the various 
classes of service employees included 
in the definition in section 8(b) of the 
Act (see § 4.113). Examples of some such 
contracts are set forth in §§ 4.130 et seq. 
In determining questions of contract 
coverage, due regard must be given to 
the apparent legislative intent to in-
clude generally as contracts for services 
those contracts which have as their 
principal purpose the procurement of 
something other than the construction 
activity described in the Davis-Bacon 
Act or the materials, supplies, articles, 
and equipment described in the Walsh- 
Healey Act. The Committee reports in 
both the House and Senate, and state-
ments made on the floor of the House, 
took note of the labor standards pro-
tections afforded by these two Acts to 
employees engaged in the performance 
of construction and supply contracts 
and observed: ‘‘The service contract is 
now the only remaining category of 
Federal contracts to which no labor 
standards protections apply’’ (H. Rept. 
948, 89th Cong., 1st Sess., p. 1; see also 
S. Rept. 798, 89th Cong., 1st Sess., p. 1; 
daily Congressional Record, Sept. 20, 
1965, p. 23497). A similar understanding 
of contracts principally for services as 
embracing contracts other than those 
for construction or supplies is reflected 
in the statement of President Johnson 
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upon signing the Act (1 Weekly Com-
pilation of Presidential Documents, p. 
428). 

§ 4.112 Contracts to furnish services 
‘‘in the United States.’’ 

(a) The Act and the provisions of this 
part apply to contract services fur-
nished ‘‘in the United States,’’ includ-
ing any State of the United States, the 
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the 
Virgin Islands, Outer Continental Shelf 
lands as defined in the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Lands Act, American 
Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, Wake Is-
land, and Johnston Island. The defini-
tion expressly excludes any other terri-
tory under the jurisdiction of the 
United States and any United States 
base or possession within a foreign 
country. Services to be performed ex-
clusively on a vessel operating in inter-
national waters outside the geographic 
areas named in this paragraph would 
not be services furnished ‘‘in the 
United States’’ within the meaning of 
the Act. 

(b) A service contract to be per-
formed in its entirety outside the geo-
graphical limits of the United States as 
thus defined is not covered and is not 
subject to the labor standards of the 
Act. However, if a service contract is 
to be performed in part within and in 
part outside these geographic limits, 
the stipulations required by § 4.6 or 
§ 4.7, as appropriate, must be included 
in the invitation for bids or negotia-
tion documents and in the contract, 
and the labor standards must be ob-
served with respect to that part of the 
contract services that is performed 
within these geographic limits. In such 
a case the requirements of the Act and 
of the contract clauses will not be ap-
plicable to the services furnished out-
side the United States. 

[61 FR 68664, Dec. 30, 1996] 

§ 4.113 Contracts to furnish services 
‘‘through the use of service employ-
ees.’’ 

(a) Use of ‘‘service employees’’ in a con-
tract performance. (1) As indicated in 
§ 4.110, the Act covers service contracts 
only where ‘‘service employees’’ will be 
used in performing the services which 
it is the purpose of the contract to pro-

cure. A contract principally for serv-
ices ordinarily will meet this condition 
if any of the services will be furnished 
through the use of any service em-
ployee or employees. Where it is con-
templated that the services (of the 
kind performed by service employees) 
will be performed individually by the 
contractor, and the contracting officer 
knows when advertising for bids or 
concluding negotiations that service 
employees will in no event be used by 
the contractor in providing the con-
tract services, the Act will not be 
deemed applicable to the contract and 
the contract clauses required by § 4.6 or 
§ 4.7 may be omitted. The fact that the 
required services will be performed by 
municipal employees or employees of a 
State would not remove the contract 
from the purview of the Act, as this 
Act does not contain any exemption for 
contracts performed by such employ-
ees. Also, as discussed in paragraph 
(a)(3) of this section, where the services 
the Government wants under the con-
tract are of a type that will require the 
use of service employees as defined in 
section 8(b) of the Act, the contract is 
not taken out of the purview of the Act 
by the fact that the manner in which 
the services of such employees are per-
formed will be subject to the con-
tinuing overall supervision of bona fide 
executive, administrative, or profes-
sional personnel to whom the Act does 
not apply. 

(2) The coverage of the Act does not 
extend to contracts for services to be 
performed exclusively by persons who 
are not service employees, i.e., persons 
who are bona fide executive, adminis-
trative or professional personnel as de-
fined in part 541 of this title (see para-
graph (b) of this section). A contract 
for medical services furnished by pro-
fessional personnel is an example of 
such a contract. 

(3) In addition, the Department does 
not require application of the Act to 
any contract for services which is per-
formed essentially by bona fide execu-
tive, administrative, or professional 
employees, with the use of service em-
ployees being only a minor factor in 
the performance of the contract. How-
ever, the Act would apply to a contract 
for services which may involve the use 
of service employees to a significant or 
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substantial extent even though there is 
some use of bona fide executive, admin-
istrative, or professional employees in 
the performance of the contract. For 
example, contracts for drafting or data 
processing services are often performed 
by drafters, computer operators, or 
other service employees and are sub-
ject to the Act even though the work of 
such employees may be performed 
under the direction and supervision of 
bona fide professional employees. 

(4) In close cases involving a decision 
as to whether a contract will involve a 
significant use of service employees, 
the Department of Labor should be 
consulted, since such situations require 
consideration of other factors such as 
the nature of the contract work, the 
type of work performed by service em-
ployees, how necessary the work is to 
contract performance, the amount of 
contract work performed by service 
employees vis-a-vis professional em-
ployees, and the total number of serv-
ice employees employed on the con-
tract. 

(b) ‘‘Service employees’’ defined. In de-
termining whether or not any of the 
contract services will be performed by 
service employees, the definition of 
service employee in section 8(b) of the 
Act is controlling. It provides: 

The term service employee means any per-
son engaged in the performance of a contract 
entered into by the United States and not 
exempted under section 7, whether nego-
tiated or advertised, the principal purpose of 
which is to furnish services in the United 
States (other than any person employed in a 
bona fide executive, administrative, or pro-
fessional capacity, as those terms are de-
fined in part 541 of title 29, Code of Federal 
Regulations, as of July 30, 1976, and any sub-
sequent revision of those regulations); and 
shall include all such persons regardless of 
any contractual relationship that may be al-
leged to exist between a contractor or sub-
contractor and such persons. 
It will be noted that the definition expressly 
excludes those employees who are employed 
in a bona fide executive, administrative, or 
professional capacity as defined in part 541 of 
this title and as discussed further in § 4.156. 
Some of the specific types of service employ-
ees who may be employed on service con-
tracts are noted in other sections which dis-
cuss the application of the Act to employees. 

[48 FR 49762, Oct. 27, 1983; 48 FR 50529, Nov. 2, 
1983] 

§ 4.114 Subcontracts. 
(a) ‘‘Contractor’’ as including ‘‘subcon-

tractor.’’ Except where otherwise noted 
or where the term Government prime 
contractor is used, the term contractor 
as used in this part 4 shall be deemed 
to include a subcontractor. The term 
contractor as used in the contract 
clauses required by subpart A in any 
subcontract under a covered contract 
shall be deemed to refer to the subcon-
tractor, or, if in a subcontract entered 
into by such a subcontractor, shall be 
deemed to refer to the lower level sub-
contractor. (See § 4.1a(f).) 

(b) Liability of prime contractor. When 
a contractor undertakes a contract 
subject to the Act, the contractor 
agrees to assume the obligation that 
the Act’s labor standards will be ob-
served in furnishing the required serv-
ices. This obligation may not be re-
lieved by shifting all or part of the 
work to another, and the prime con-
tractor is jointly and severally liable 
with any subcontractor for any under-
payments on the part of a subcon-
tractor which would constitute a viola-
tion of the prime contract. The prime 
contractor is required to include the 
prescribed contract clauses (§§ 4.6–4.7) 
and applicable wage determination in 
all subcontracts. The appropriate en-
forcement sanctions provided under the 
Act may be invoked against both the 
prime contractor and the subcon-
tractor in the event of failure to com-
ply with any of the Act’s requirements 
where appropriate under the cir-
cumstances of the case. 

SPECIFIC EXCLUSIONS 

§ 4.115 Exemptions and exceptions, 
generally. 

(a) The Act, in section 7, specifically 
excludes from its coverage certain con-
tracts and work which might otherwise 
come within its terms as procurements 
the principal purpose of which is to fur-
nish services through the use of service 
employees. 

(b) The statutory exemptions in sec-
tion 7 of the Act are as follows: 

(1) Any contract of the United States 
or District of Columbia for construc-
tion, alteration, and/or repair, includ-
ing painting and decorating of public 
buildings or public works; 
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(2) Any work required to be done in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Walsh-Healey Public Contracts Act (49 
Stat. 2036); 

(3) Any contract for the carriage of 
freight or personnel by vessel, airplane, 
bus, truck, express, railway line, or oil 
or gas pipeline where published tariff 
rates are in effect; 

(4) Any contract for the furnishing of 
services by radio, telephone, telegraph, 
or cable companies, subject to the 
Communications Act of 1934; 

(5) Any contract for public utility 
services, including electric light and 
power, water, steam, and gas; 

(6) Any employment contract pro-
viding for direct services to a Federal 
agency by an individual or individuals; 

(7) Any contract with the Post Office 
Department, (now the U.S. Postal 
Service) the principal purpose of which 
is the operation of postal contract sta-
tions. 

§ 4.116 Contracts for construction ac-
tivity. 

(a) General scope of exemption. The 
Act, in paragraph (1) of section 7, ex-
empts from its provisions ‘‘any con-
tract of the United States or District 
of Columbia for construction, alter-
ation and/or repair, including painting 
and decorating of public buildings or 
public works.’’ This language cor-
responds to the language used in the 
Davis-Bacon Act to describe its cov-
erage (40 U.S.C. 276a). The legislative 
history of the McNamara-O’Hara Serv-
ice Contract Act indicates that the 
purpose of the provision is to avoid 
overlapping coverage of the two acts by 
excluding from the application of the 
McNamara-O’Hara Act those contracts 
to which the Davis-Bacon Act is appli-
cable and in the performance of which 
the labor standards of that Act are in-
tended to govern the compensation 
payable to the employees of contrac-
tors and subcontractors on the work. 
(See H. Rept. 798, pp. 2, 5, and H. Rept. 
948, pp. 1, 5, also Hearing, Special Sub-
committee on Labor, House Committee 
on Education and Labor, p. 9 (89th 
Cong., 1st sess.).) The intent of section 
7(1) is simply to exclude from the pro-
visions of the Act those construction 
contracts which involve the employ-
ment of persons whose wage rates and 

fringe benefits are determinable under 
the Davis-Bacon Act. 

(b) Contracts not within exemption. 
Section 7(1) does not exempt contracts 
which, for purposes of the Davis-Bacon 
Act, are not considered to be of the 
character described by the cor-
responding language in that Act, and 
to which the provisions of the Davis- 
Bacon Act are therefore not applied. 
Such contracts are accordingly subject 
to the McNamara-O’Hara Act where 
their principal purpose is to furnish 
services in the United States through 
the use of service employees. For ex-
ample, a contract for clearing timber 
or brush from land or for the demoli-
tion or dismantling of buildings or 
other structures located thereon may 
be a contract for construction activity 
subject to the Davis-Bacon Act where 
it appears that the clearing of the site 
is to be followed by the construction of 
a public building or public work at the 
same location. If, however, no further 
construction activity at the site is con-
templated the Davis-Bacon Act is con-
sidered inapplicable to such clearing, 
demolition, or dismantling work. In 
such event, the exemption in section 
7(1) of the McNamara-O’Hara Act has 
no application and the contract may be 
subject to the Act in accordance with 
its general coverage provisions. It 
should be noted that the fact that a 
contract may be labeled as one for the 
sale and removal of property, such as 
salvage material, does not negate cov-
erage under the Act even though title 
to the removable property passes to 
the contractor. While the value of the 
property being sold in relation to the 
services performed under the contract 
is a factor to be considered in deter-
mining coverage, where the facts show 
that the principal purpose of removal, 
dismantling, and demolition contracts 
is to furnish services through the use 
of service employees, these contracts 
are subject to the Act. (See also § 4.131.) 

(c) Partially exempt contracts. (1) In-
stances may arise in which, for the 
convenience of the Government, in-
stead of awarding separate contracts 
for construction work subject to the 
Davis-Bacon Act and for services of a 
different type to be performed by serv-
ice employees, the contracting officer 
may include separate specifications for 
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each type of work in a single contract 
calling for the performance of both 
types of work. For example, a con-
tracting agency may invite bids for the 
installation of a plumbing system or 
for the installation of a security alarm 
system in a public building and for the 
maintenance of the system for one 
year. In such a case, if the contract is 
principally for services, the exemption 
provided by section 7(1) will be deemed 
applicable only to that portion of the 
contract which calls for construction 
activity subject to the Davis-Bacon 
Act. The contract documents are re-
quired to contain the clauses pre-
scribed by § 4.6 for application to the 
contract obligation to furnish services 
through the use of service employees, 
and the provisions of the McNamara- 
O’Hara Act will apply to that portion 
of the contract. 

(2) Service or maintenance contracts in-
volving construction work. The provi-
sions of both the Davis-Bacon Act and 
the Service Contract Act would gen-
erally apply to contracts involving 
construction and service work where 
such contracts are principally for serv-
ices. The Davis-Bacon Act, and thus 
the exemption provided by section 7(1) 
of the Act, would be applicable to con-
struction contract work in such hybrid 
contracts where: 

(i) The contract contains specific re-
quirements for substantial amounts of 
construction, reconstruction, alter-
ation, or repair work (hereinafter re-
ferred to as construction) or it is ascer-
tainable that a substantial amount of 
construction work will be necessary for 
the performance of the contract (the 
word ‘‘substantial’’ relates to the type 
and quantity of construction work to 
be performed and not merely to the 
total value of construction work 
(whether in absolute dollars or cost 
percentages) as compared to the total 
value of the contract); and 

(ii) The construction work is phys-
ically or functionally separate from, 
and as a practical matter is capable of 
being performed on a segregated basis 
from, the other work called for by the 
contract. 

[48 FR 49762, Oct. 27, 1983; 48 FR 50529, Nov. 2, 
1983] 

§ 4.117 Work subject to requirements 
of Walsh-Healey Act. 

(a) The Act, in paragraph (2) of sec-
tion 7, exempts from its provisions 
‘‘any work required to be done in ac-
cordance with the provision of the 
Walsh-Healey Public Contracts Act’’ 
(49 Stat. 2036, 41 U.S.C. 35 et seq.). It 
will be noted that like the similar pro-
vision in the Contract Work Hours and 
Safety Standards Act (40 U.S.C. 329(b)), 
this is an exemption for ‘‘work’’, i.e., 
specifications or requirements, rather 
than for ‘‘contracts’’ subject to the 
Walsh-Healey Act. The purpose of the 
exemption was to eliminate possible 
overlapping of the differing labor 
standards of the two Acts, which other-
wise might be applied to employees 
performing work on a contract covered 
by the Service Contract Act if such 
contract and their work under it 
should also be deemed to be covered by 
the Walsh-Healey Act. The Walsh- 
Healey Act applies to contracts in ex-
cess of $10,000 for the manufacture or 
furnishing of materials, supplies, arti-
cles or equipment. Thus, there is no 
overlap if the principal purpose of the 
contract is the manufacture or fur-
nishing of such materials etc., rather 
than the furnishing of services of the 
character referred to in the Service 
Contract Act, for such a contract is not 
within the general coverage of the 
Service Contract Act. In such cases the 
exemption in section 7(2) is not perti-
nent. See, for example, the discussion 
in §§ 4.131 and 4.132. 

(b) Further, contracts principally for 
remanufacturing of equipment which is 
so extensive as to be equivalent to 
manufacturing are subject to the 
Walsh-Healey Act. Remanufacturing 
shall be deemed to be manufacturing 
when the criteria in paragraph (b)(1) or 
(2) of this section are met. 

(1) Major overhaul of an item, piece 
of equipment, or materiel which is de-
graded or inoperable, and under which 
all of the following conditions exist: 

(i) The item or equipment is required 
to be completely or substantially torn 
down into individual components parts; 
and 

(ii) Substantially all of the parts are 
reworked, rehabilitated, altered and/or 
replaced; and 
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(iii) The parts are reassembled so as 
to furnish a totally rebuilt item or 
piece of equipment; and 

(iv) Manufacturing processes similar 
to those which were used in the manu-
facturing of the item or piece of equip-
ment are utilized; and 

(v) The disassembled componets, if 
usable (except for situations where the 
number of items or pieces of equipment 
involved are too few to make it prac-
ticable) are commingled with existing 
inventory and, as such, lose their iden-
tification with respect to a particular 
piece of equipment; and 

(vi) The items or equipment over-
hauled are restored to original life ex-
pectancy, or nearly so; and 

(vii) Such work is performed in a fa-
cility owned or operated by the con-
tractor. 

(2) Major modification of an item, 
piece of equipment, or materiel which 
is wholly or partially obsolete, and 
under which all of the following condi-
tions exist: 

(i) The item or equipment is required 
to be completely or substantially torn 
down; and 

(ii) Outmoded parts are replaced; and 
(iii) The item or equipment is rebuilt 

or reassembled; and 
(iv) The contract work results in the 

furnishing of a substantially modified 
item in a usable and serviceable condi-
tion; and 

(v) The work is performed in a facil-
ity owned or operated by the con-
tractor. 

(3) Remanufacturing does not include 
the repair of damaged or broken equip-
ment which does not require a com-
plete teardown, overhaul, and rebuild 
as described in paragraphs (b)(1) and (2) 
of this section, or the periodic and rou-
tine maintenance, preservation, care, 
adjustment, upkeep, or servicing of 
equipment to keep it in usable, service-
able, working order. Such contracts 
typically are billed on an hourly rate 
(labor plus materials and parts) basis. 
Any contract principally for the work 
described in this paragraph (b)(3) is 
subject to the Service Contract Act. 
Examples of such work include: 

(i) Repair of an automobile, truck, or 
other vehicle, construction equipment, 
tractor, crane, aerospace, air condi-
tioning and refrigeration equipment, 

electric motors, and ground powered 
industrial or vehicular equipment; 

(ii) Repair of typewriters and other 
office equipment (see § 4.123(e)); 

(iii) Repair of appliances, radios tele-
vision, calculators, and other elec-
tronic equipment; 

(iv) Inspecting, testing, calibration, 
painting, packaging, lubrication, tune- 
up, or replacement of internal parts of 
equipment listed in paragraphs 
(b)(3)(i), (ii), and (iii) of this section; 
and 

(v) Reupholstering, reconditioning, 
repair, and refinishing of furniture. 

(4) Application of the Service Con-
tract Act or the Walsh-Healey Act to 
any similar type of contract not de-
cided above will be decided on a case- 
by-case basis by the Administrator. 

§ 4.118 Contracts for carriage subject 
to published tariff rates. 

The Act, in paragraph (3) of section 7, 
exempts from its provisions ‘‘any con-
tract for the carriage of freight or per-
sonnel by vessel, airplane, bus, truck, 
express, railway line or oil or gas pipe-
line where published tariff rates are in 
effect’’. In order for this exemption to 
be applicable, the contract must be for 
such carriage by a common carrier de-
scribed by the terms used. It does not, 
for example, apply to contracts for 
taxicab or ambulance service, because 
taxicab and ambulance companies are 
not among the common carriers speci-
fied by the statute. Also, a contract for 
transportation service does not come 
within this exemption unless the serv-
ice contracted for is actually governed 
by published tariff rates in effect pur-
suant to State or Federal law for such 
carriage. The contracts excluded from 
the reach of the Act by this exemption 
are typically those where there is on 
file with the Interstate Commerce 
Commission or an appropriate State or 
local regulatory body a tariff rate ap-
plicable to the transportation involved, 
and the transportation contract be-
tween the Government and the carrier 
is evidenced by a Government bill of 
lading citing the published tariff rate. 
An administrative exemption has been 
provided for certain contracts where 
such carriage is subject to rates cov-
ered by section 10721 of the Interstate 
Commerce Act and is in accordance 
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with applicable regulations governing 
such rates. See § 4.123(d). However, only 
contracts principally for the carriage 
of ‘‘freight or personnel’’ are exempt. 
Thus, the exemption cannot apply 
where the principal purpose of the con-
tract is packing, crating, handling, 
loading, and/or storage of goods prior 
to or following line-haul transpor-
tation. The fact that substantial local 
drayage to and from the contractor’s 
establishment (such as a warehouse) 
may be required in such contracts does 
not alter the fact that their principal 
purpose is other than the carriage of 
freight. Also, this exemption does not 
exclude any contracts for the transpor-
tation of mail from the application of 
the Act, because the term freight does 
not include the mail. (For an adminis-
trative exemption of certain contracts 
with common carriers for carriage of 
mail, see § 4.123(d).) 

§ 4.119 Contracts for services of com-
munications companies. 

The Act, in paragraph (4) of section 7, 
exempts from its provisions ‘‘any con-
tract for the furnishing of services by 
radio, telephone, telegraph, or cable 
companies, subject to the Communica-
tions Act of 1934.’’ This exemption is 
applicable to contracts with such com-
panies for communication services reg-
ulated under the Communications Act. 
It does not exempt from the Act any 
contracts with such companies to fur-
nish any other kinds of services 
through the use of service employees. 

§ 4.120 Contracts for public utility 
services. 

The Act, in paragraph (5) of section 7, 
exempts from its provisions ‘‘any con-
tract for public utility services, includ-
ing electric light and power, water, 
steam, and gas.’’ This exemption is ap-
plicable to contracts for such services 
with companies whose rates therefor 
are regulated under State, local, or 
Federal law governing operations of 
public utility enterprises. Contracts 
entered into with public utility compa-
nies to furnish services through the use 
of service employees, other than those 
subject to such rate regulation, are not 
exempt from the Act. Among the con-
tracts included in the exemption would 
be those between Federal electric 

power marketing agencies and inves-
tor-owned electric utilities, Rural 
Electrification Administration co-
operatives, municipalities and State 
agencies engaged in the transmission 
and sale of electric power and energy. 

(See H. Rept. No. 948, 89th Cong., 1st sess., p. 
4) 

§ 4.121 Contracts for individual serv-
ices. 

The Act, in paragraph (6) of section 7, 
exempts from its provisions ‘‘any em-
ployment contract providing for direct 
services to a Federal agency by an indi-
vidual or individuals.’’ This exemption, 
which applies only to an ‘‘employment 
contract’’ for ‘‘direct services,’’ makes 
it clear that the Act’s application to 
Federal contracts for services is in-
tended to be limited to service con-
tracts entered into with independent 
contractors. If a contract to furnish 
services (to be performed by a service 
employee as defined in the Act) pro-
vides that they will be furnished di-
rectly to the Federal agency by the in-
dividual under conditions or cir-
cumstances which will make him an 
employee of the agency in providing 
the contract service, the exemption ap-
plies and the contract will not be sub-
ject to the Act’s provisions. The ex-
emption does not exclude from the Act 
any contract for services of the kind 
performed by service employees which 
is entered into with an independent 
contractor whose individual services 
will be used in performing the con-
tract, but as noted earlier in § 4.113, 
such a contract would be outside the 
general coverage of the Act if only the 
contractor’s individual services would 
be furnished and no service employee 
would in any event be used in its per-
formance. 

§ 4.122 Contracts for operation of post-
al contract stations. 

The Act, in paragraph (7) of section 7, 
exempts from its provisions ‘‘any con-
tract with the Post Office Department, 
[now the U.S. Postal Service], the prin-
cipal purpose of which is the operation 
of postal contract stations.’’ The ex-
emption is limited to postal service 
contracts having the operation of such 
stations as their principal purpose. A 
provision of the legislation which 
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would also have exempted contracts 
with the U.S. Postal Service having as 
their principal purpose the transpor-
tation, handling, or delivery of the 
mails was eliminated from the bill dur-
ing its consideration by the House 
Committee on Education and Labor (H. 
Rept. 948, 89th Cong., 1st sess., p. 1). 

§ 4.123 Administrative limitations, 
variances, tolerances, and exemp-
tions. 

(a) Authority of the Secretary. Section 
4(b) of the Act as amended in 1972 au-
thorizes the Secretary to ‘‘provide such 
reasonable limitations’’ and to ‘‘make 
such rules and regulations allowing 
reasonable variations, tolerances, and 
exemptions to and from any or all pro-
visions of this Act (other than § 10), but 
only in special circumstances where he 
determines that such limitation, vari-
ation, tolerance, or exemption is nec-
essary and proper in the public interest 
or to avoid the serious impairment of 
Government business, and is in accord 
with the remedial purpose of this Act 
to protect prevailing labor standards.’’ 
This authority is similar to that vested 
in the Secretary under section 6 of the 
Walsh-Healey Public Contracts Act (41 
U.S.C. 40) and under section 105 of the 
Contract Work Hours and Safety 
Standards Act (40 U.S.C. 331). 

(b) Administrative action under section 
4(b) of the Act. The authority conferred 
on the Secretary by section 4(b) of the 
Act will be exercised with due regard 
to the remedial purpose of the statute 
to protect prevailing labor standards 
and to avoid the undercutting of such 
standards which could result from the 
award of Government work to contrac-
tors who will not observe such stand-
ards, and whose saving in labor cost 
therefrom enables them to offer a 
lower price to the Government than 
can be offered by the fair employers 
who maintain the prevailing standards. 
Administrative action consistent with 
this statutory purpose may be taken 
under section 4(b) with or without a re-
quest therefor, when found necessary 
and proper in accordance with the stat-
utory standards. No formal procedures 
have been prescribed for requesting 
such action. However, a request for ex-
emption from the Act’s provisions will 
be granted only upon a strong and af-

firmative showing that it is necessary 
and proper in the public interest or to 
avoid serious impairment of Govern-
ment business, and is in accord with 
the remedial purpose of the Act to pro-
tect prevailing labor standards. If the 
request for administrative action under 
section 4(b) is not made by the head-
quarters office of the contracting agen-
cy to which the contract services are 
to be provided, the views of such office 
on the matter should be obtained and 
submitted with the request or the con-
tracting officer may forward such a re-
quest through channels to the agency 
headquarters for submission with the 
latter’s views to the Administrator of 
the Wage and Hour Division, Depart-
ment of Labor, whenever any wage 
payment issues are involved. Any re-
quest relating to an occupational safe-
ty or health issue shall be submitted to 
the Assistant Secretary for Occupa-
tional Safety and Health, Department 
of Labor. 

(c) Documentation of official action 
under section 4(b). All papers and docu-
ments made a part of the official 
record of administrative action pursu-
ant to section 4(b) of the Act are avail-
able for public inspection in accord-
ance with the regulations in 29 CFR 
part 70. Limitations, variations, toler-
ances and exemptions of general appli-
cability and legal effect promulgated 
pursuant to such authority are pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER and 
made a part of the rules incorporated 
in this part 4. For convenience in use of 
the rules, they are generally set forth 
in the sections of this part covering the 
subject matter to which they relate. 
(See, for example, §§ 4.5(b), 4.6(o), 4.112 
and 4.113.) Any rules that are promul-
gated under section 4(b) of the Act re-
lating to subject matter not dealt with 
elsewhere in this part 4 will be set 
forth immediately following this para-
graph. 

(d) In addition to the statutory ex-
emptions in section 7 of the Act (see 
§ 4.115(b)), the following types of con-
tracts have been exempted from all the 
provisions of the Service Contract Act 
of 1965, pursuant to section 4(b) of the 
Act, prior to its amendment by Public 
Law 92–473, which exemptions the Sec-
retary of Labor found to be necessary 
and proper in the public interest or to 
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avoid serious impairment of the con-
duct of Government business: 

(1) Contracts entered into by the 
United States with common carriers 
for the carriage of mail by rail, air (ex-
cept air star routes), bus, and ocean 
vessel, where such carriage is per-
formed on regularly scheduled runs of 
the trains, airplanes, buses, and vessels 
over regularly established routes and 
accounts for an insubstantial portion 
of the revenue therefrom; 

(2) Any contract entered into by the 
U.S. Postal Service with an individual 
owner-operator for mail service where 
it is not contemplated at the time the 
contract is made that such owner-oper-
ator will hire any service employee to 
perform the services under the con-
tract except for short periods of vaca-
tion time or for unexpected contin-
gencies or emergency situations such 
as illness, or accident; and 

(3) Contracts for the carriage of 
freight or personnel where such car-
riage is subject to rates covered by sec-
tion 10721 of the Interstate Commerce 
Act. 

(e) The following types of contracts 
have been exempted from all the provi-
sions of the Service Contract Act of 
1965, pursuant to section 4(b) of the 
Act, which exemptions the Secretary of 
Labor found are necessary and proper 
in the public interest or to avoid seri-
ous impairment of the conduct of Gov-
ernment business, and are in accord 
with the remedial purpose of the Act to 
protect prevailing labor standards: 

(1)(i) Prime contracts or subcontracts 
principally for the maintenance, cali-
bration, and/or repair of: 

(A) Automated data processing equip-
ment and office information/word proc-
essing systems; 

(B) Scientific equipment and medical 
apparatus or equipment where the ap-
plication of microelectronic circuitry 
or other technology of at least similar 
sophistication is an essential element 
(for example, Federal Supply Classi-
fication (FSC) Group 65, Class 6515, 
‘‘Medical Diagnostic Equipment’’; 
Class 6525, ‘‘X-Ray Equipment’’; FSC 
Group 66, Class 6630, ‘‘Chemical Anal-
ysis Instruments’’; Class 6665, ‘‘Geo-
graphical and Astronomical Instru-
ments’’, are largely composed of the 

types of equipment exempted under 
this paragraph); 

(C) Office/business machines not oth-
erwise exempt pursuant to paragraph 
(e)(1)(i)(A) of this section, where such 
services are performed by the manufac-
turer or supplier of the equipment. 

(ii) The exemptions set forth in this 
paragraph (e)(1) shall apply only under 
the following circumstances: 

(A) The items of equipment are com-
mercial items which are used regularly 
for other than Government purposes, 
and are sold or traded by the con-
tractor (or subcontractor in the case of 
an exempt subcontract) in substantial 
quantities to the general public in the 
course of normal business operations; 

(B) The prime contract or sub-
contract services are furnished at 
prices which are, or are based on, es-
tablished catalog or market prices for 
the maintenance, calibration, and/or 
repair of such commercial items. An 
‘‘established catalog price’’ is a price 
included in a catalog, price list, sched-
ule, or other form that is regularly 
maintained by the manufacturer or the 
contractor, is either published or oth-
erwise available for inspection by cus-
tomers, and states prices at which 
sales currently, or were last, made to a 
significant number of buyers consti-
tuting the general public. An ‘‘estab-
lished market price’’ is a current price, 
established in the usual course of trade 
between buyers and sellers free to bar-
gain, which can be substantiated from 
sources independent of the manufac-
turer or contractor; and 

(C) The contractor utilizes the same 
compensation (wage and fringe bene-
fits) plan for all service employees per-
forming work under the contract as the 
contractor uses for these employees 
and equivalent employees servicing the 
same equipment of commercial cus-
tomers; 

(D) The contractor certifies to the 
provisions in this paragraph (e)(1)(ii). 
Certification by the prime contractor 
as to its compliance with respect to the 
prime contract also constitutes its cer-
tification as to compliance by its sub-
contractor if it subcontracts out the 
exempt services. The certification shall 
be included in the prime contract or 
subcontract. 
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(iii)(A) Determinations of the appli-
cability of this exemption to prime 
contracts shall be made in the first in-
stance by the contracting officer on or 
before contract award. In making a 
judgment that the exemption applies, 
the contracting officer shall consider 
all factors and make an affirmative de-
termination that all of the conditions 
in paragraph (e)(1) of this section have 
been met. 

(B) Determinations of the applica-
bility of this exemption to sub-
contracts shall be made by the prime 
contractor on or before subcontract 
award. In making a judgment that the 
exemption applies, the prime con-
tractor shall consider all factors and 
make an affirmative determination 
that all of the conditions in paragraph 
(e)(1) have been met. 

(iv)(A) If the Administrator deter-
mines after award of the prime con-
tract that any of the requirements in 
paragraph (e)(1) of this section for ex-
emption has not been met, the exemp-
tion will be deemed inapplicable, and 
the contract shall become subject to 
the Service Contract Act, effective as 
of the date of the Administrator’s de-
termination. In such case, the correc-
tive procedures in § 4.5(c) shall be fol-
lowed. 

(B) The prime contractor is respon-
sible for compliance with the require-
ments of the Service Contract Act by 
its subcontractors, including compli-
ance with all of the requirements of 
this exemption (see § 4.114(b)). If the 
Administrator determines that any of 
the requirements in paragraph (e)(1) for 
exemption has not been met with re-
spect to a subcontract, the exemption 
will be deemed inapplicable, and the 
prime contractor may be responsible 
for compliance with the Act effective 
as of the date of contract award. 

(2)(i) Prime contracts or subcontracts 
principally for the following services 
where the services under the contract 
or subcontract meet all of the criteria 
set forth in paragraph (e)(2)(ii) of this 
section and are not excluded by para-
graph (e)(2)(iii): 

(A) Automobile or other vehicle (e.g., 
aircraft) maintenance services (other 
than contracts to operate a Govern-
ment motor pool or similar facility); 

(B) Financial services involving the 
issuance and servicing of cards (includ-
ing credit cards, debit cards, purchase 
cards, smart cards, and similar card 
services); 

(C) Contracts with hotels/motels for 
conferences, including lodging and/or 
meals which are part of the contract 
for the conference (which shall not in-
clude ongoing contracts for lodging on 
an as needed or continuing basis); 

(D) Maintenance, calibration, repair 
and/or installation (where the installa-
tion is not subject to the Davis-Bacon 
Act, as provided in § 4.116(c)(2)) services 
for all types of equipment where the 
services are obtained from the manu-
facturer or supplier of the equipment 
under a contract awarded on a sole 
source basis; 

(E) Transportation by common car-
rier of persons by air, motor vehicle, 
rail, or marine vessel on regularly 
scheduled routes or via standard com-
mercial services (not including charter 
services); 

(F) Real estate services, including 
real property appraisal services, re-
lated to housing federal agencies or 
disposing of real property owned by the 
Federal Government; and 

(G) Relocation services, including 
services of real estate brokers and ap-
praisers, to assist federal employees or 
military personnel in buying and sell-
ing homes (which shall not include ac-
tual moving or storage of household 
goods and related services). 

(ii) The exemption set forth in this 
paragraph (e)(2) shall apply to the serv-
ices listed in paragraph (e)(2)(i) only 
when all of the following criteria are 
met: 

(A) The services under the prime con-
tract or subcontract are commercial— 
i.e., they are offered and sold regularly 
to non-Governmental customers, and 
are provided by the contractor (or sub-
contractor in the case of an exempt 
subcontract) to the general public in 
substantial quantities in the course of 
normal business operations. 

(B) The prime contract or sub-
contract will be awarded on a sole 
source basis or the contractor or sub-
contractor will be selected for award 
on the basis of other factors in addition 
to price. In such cases, price must be 
equal to or less important than the 
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combination of other non-price or cost 
factors in selecting the contractor. 

(C) The prime contract or sub-
contract services are furnished at 
prices which are, or are based on, es-
tablished catalog or market prices. An 
established price is a price included in 
a catalog, price list, schedule, or other 
form that is regularly maintained by 
the contractor or subcontractor, is ei-
ther published or otherwise available 
for inspection by customers, and states 
prices at which sales are currently, or 
were last, made to a significant num-
ber of buyers constituting the general 
public. An established market price is 
a current price, established in the 
usual course of trade between buyers 
and sellers free to bargain, which can 
be substantiated from sources inde-
pendent of the manufacturer or con-
tractor. 

(D) Each service employee who will 
perform services under the Government 
contract or subcontract will spend only 
a small portion of his or her time (a 
monthly average of less than 20 percent 
of the available hours on an annualized 
basis, or less than 20 percent of avail-
able hours during the contract period if 
the contract period is less than a 
month) servicing the government con-
tract or subcontract. 

(E) The contractor utilizes the same 
compensation (wage and fringe bene-
fits) plan for all service employees per-
forming work under the contract or 
subcontract as the contractor uses for 
these employees and for equivalent em-
ployees servicing commercial cus-
tomers. 

(F) The contracting officer (or prime 
contractor with respect to a sub-
contract) determines in advance, based 
on the nature of the contract require-
ments and knowledge of the practices 
of likely offerors, that all or nearly all 
offerors will meet the requirements in 
paragraph (e)(2)(ii) of this section. 
Where the services are currently being 
performed under contract, the con-
tracting officer or prime contractor 
shall consider the practices of the ex-
isting contractor in making a deter-
mination regarding the requirements 
in paragraph (e)(2)(ii). If upon receipt 
of offers, the contracting officer finds 
that he or she did not correctly deter-
mine that all or nearly all offerors 

would meet the requirements, the 
Service Contract Act shall apply to the 
procurement, even if the successful of-
feror has certified in accordance with 
paragraph (e)(2)(ii)(G) of this section. 

(G) The contractor certifies in the 
prime contract or subcontract, as ap-
plicable, to the provisions in paragraph 
(e)(2)(ii)(A) and (C) through (E) of this 
section. Certification by the prime con-
tractor as to its compliance with re-
spect to the prime contract also con-
stitutes its certification as to compli-
ance by its subcontractor if it sub-
contracts out the exempt services. If 
the contracting officer or prime con-
tractor has reason to doubt the valid-
ity of the certification, SCA stipula-
tions shall be included in the prime 
contract or subcontract. 

(iii)(A) If the Administrator deter-
mines after award of the prime con-
tract that any of the requirements in 
paragraph (e)(2) of this section for ex-
emption has not been met, the exemp-
tion will be deemed inapplicable, and 
the contract shall become subject to 
the Service Contract Act. In such case, 
the corrective procedures in § 4.5(c) 
shall be followed. 

(B) The prime contractor is respon-
sible for compliance with the require-
ments of the Service Contract Act by 
its subcontractors, including compli-
ance with all of the requirements of 
this exemption (see § 4.114(b)). If the 
Department of Labor determines that 
any of the requirements in paragraph 
(e)(2) for exemption has not been met 
with respect to a subcontract, the ex-
emption will be deemed inapplicable, 
and the prime contractor may be re-
sponsible for compliance with the Act, 
as of the date of contract award. 

(iv) The exemption set forth in this 
paragraph (e)(2) does not apply to so-
licitations and contracts: 

(A) Entered into under the Javits- 
Wagner-O’Day Act, 41 U.S.C. 47; 

(B) For the operation of a Govern-
ment facility or portion thereof (but 
may be applicable to subcontracts for 
services set forth in paragraph (e)(2)(ii) 
that meet all of the criteria of para-
graph (e)(2)(ii)); or 

(C) Subject to section 4(c) of the 
Service Contract Act, as well as any 
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options or extensions under such con-
tract. 

[48 FR 49762, Oct. 27, 1983, as amended 66 FR 
5134, Jan. 18, 2001; 70 FR 50899, Aug. 26, 2005] 

§§ 4.124–4.129 [Reserved] 

PARTICULAR APPLICATION OF CONTRACT 
COVERAGE PRINCIPLES 

§ 4.130 Types of covered service con-
tracts illustrated. 

(a) The types of contracts, the prin-
cipal purpose of which is to furnish 
services through the use of service em-
ployees, are too numerous and varied 
to permit an exhaustive listing. The 
following list is illustrative, however, 
of the types of services called for by 
such contracts that have been found to 
come within the coverage of the Act. 
Other examples of covered contracts 
are discussed in other sections of this 
subpart. 

(1) Aerial spraying. 
(2) Aerial reconnaissance for fire de-

tection. 
(3) Ambulance service. 
(4) Barber and beauty shop services. 
(5) Cafeteria and food service. 
(6) Carpet laying (other than part of 

construction) and cleaning. 
(7) Cataloging services. 
(8) Chemical testing and analysis. 
(9) Clothing alteration and repair. 
(10) Computer services. 
(11) Concessionaire services. 
(12) Custodial, janitorial, and house-

keeping services. 
(13) Data collection, processing, and/ 

or analysis services. 
(14) Drafting and illustrating. 
(15) Electronic equipment mainte-

nance and operation and engineering 
support services. 

(16) Exploratory drilling (other than 
part of construction). 

(17) Film processing. 
(18) Fire fighting and protection. 
(19) Fueling services. 
(20) Furniture repair and rehabilita-

tion. 
(21) Geological field surveys and test-

ing. 
(22) Grounds maintenance. 
(23) Guard and watchman security 

service. 
(24) Inventory services. 
(25) Keypunching and keyverifying 

contracts. 

(26) Laboratory analysis services. 
(27) Landscaping (other than part of 

construction). 
(28) Laundry and dry cleaning. 
(29) Linen supply services. 
(30) Lodging and/or meals. 
(31) Mail hauling. 
(32) Mailing and addressing services. 
(33) Maintenance and repair of all 

types of equipment, e.g., aircraft, en-
gines, electrical motors, vehicles, and 
electronic, telecommunications, office 
and related business, and construction 
equipment (See § 4.123(e).). 

(34) Mess attendant services. 
(35) Mortuary services. 
(36) Motor pool operation. 
(37) Nursing home services. 
(38) Operation, maintenance, or logis-

tic support of a Federal facility. 
(39) Packing and crating. 
(40) Parking services. 
(41) Pest control. 
(42) Property management. 
(43) Snow removal. 
(44) Stenographic reporting. 
(45) Support services at military in-

stallations. 
(46) Surveying and mapping services 

(not directly related to construction). 
(47) Taxicab services. 
(48) Telephone and field interview 

services. 
(49) Tire and tube repairs. 
(50) Transporting property or per-

sonnel (except as explained in § 4.118). 
(51) Trash and garbage removal. 
(52) Tree planting and thinning, 

clearing timber or brush, etc. (See also 
§§ 4.116(b) and 4.131(f).). 

(53) Vending machine services. 
(54) Visual and graphic arts. 
(55) Warehousing or storage. 

§ 4.131 Furnishing services involving 
more than use of labor. 

(a) If the principal purpose of a con-
tract is to furnish services in the per-
formance of which service employees 
will be used, the Act will apply to the 
contract, in the absence of an exemp-
tion, even though the use or furnishing 
of nonlabor items may be an important 
element in the furnishing of the serv-
ices called for by its terms. The Act is 
concerned with protecting the labor 
standards of workers engaged in per-
forming such contracts, and is applica-
ble if the statutory coverage test is 
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met, regardless of the form in which 
the contract is drafted. The proportion 
of the labor cost to the total cost of 
the contract and the necessity of fur-
nishing or receiving tangible nonlabor 
items in performing the contract obli-
gations will be considered but are not 
necessarily determinative. A procure-
ment that requires tangible items to be 
supplied to the Government or the con-
tractor as a part of the service fur-
nished is covered by the Act so long as 
the facts show that the contract is 
chiefly for services, and that the fur-
nishing of tangible items is of sec-
ondary importance. 

(b) Some examples of covered con-
tracts illustrating these principles may 
be helpful. One such example is a con-
tract for the maintenance and repair of 
typewriters. Such a contract may re-
quire the contractor to furnish type-
writer parts, as the need arises, in per-
forming the contract services. Since 
this does not change the principal pur-
pose of the contract, which is to fur-
nish the maintenance and repair serv-
ices through the use of service employ-
ees, the contract remains subject to 
the Act. 

(c) Another example of the applica-
tion of the above principle is a contract 
for the recurrent supply to a Govern-
ment agency of freshly laundered items 
on a rental basis. It is plain from the 
legislative history that such a contract 
is typical of those intended to be cov-
ered by the Act. S. Rept. 798, 89th 
Cong., 1st Sess., p. 2; H. Rept. 948, 89th 
Cong., 1st Sess., p. 2. Although tangible 
items owned by the contractor are pro-
vided on a rental basis for the use of 
the Government, the service furnished 
by the contractor in making them 
available for such use when and where 
they are needed, through the use of 
service employees who launder and de-
liver them, is the principal purpose of 
the contract. 

(d) Similarly, a contract in the form 
of rental of equipment with operators 
for the plowing and reseeding of a park 
area is a service contract. The Act ap-
plies to it because its principal purpose 
is the service of plowing and reseeding, 
which will be performed by service em-
ployees, although as a necessary inci-
dent the contractor is required to fur-
nish equipment. For like reasons the 

contracts for aerial spraying and aerial 
reconnaissance listed in § 4.130 are cov-
ered, even though the use of airplanes, 
an expensive item of equipment, is es-
sential in performing such services. In 
general, contracts under which the 
contractor agrees to provide the Gov-
ernment with vehicles or equipment on 
a rental basis with drivers or operators 
for the purpose of furnishing services 
are covered by the Act. Such contracts 
are not considered contracts for fur-
nishing equipment within the meaning 
of the Walsh-Healey Public Contracts 
Act. On the other hand, contracts 
under which the contractor provides 
equipment with operators for the pur-
pose of construction of a public build-
ing or public work, such as road resur-
facing or dike repair, even where the 
work is performed under the super-
vision of Government employees, would 
be within the exemption in section 7(1) 
of the Act as contracts for construc-
tion subject to the Davis-Bacon Act. 
(See § 4.116.) 

(e) Contracts for data collection, sur-
veys, computer services, and the like 
are within the general coverage of the 
Act even though the contractor may be 
required to furnish such tangible items 
as written reports or computer print-
outs, since items of this nature are 
considered to be of secondary impor-
tance to the services which it is the 
principal purpose of the contract to 
procure. 

(f) Contracts under which the con-
tractor receives tangible items from 
the Government in return for fur-
nishing services (which items are in 
lieu of or in addition to monetary con-
sideration granted by either party) are 
covered by the Act where the facts 
show that the furnishing of such serv-
ices is the principal purpose of the con-
tracts. For example, property removal 
or disposal contracts which involve 
demolition of buildings or other struc-
tures are subject to the Act when their 
principal purpose is dismantling and 
removal (and no further construction 
activity at the site is contemplated). 
However, removal or dismantling con-
tracts whose principal purpose is sales 
are not covered. So-called ‘‘timber 
sales’’ contracts generally are not sub-
ject to the Act because normally the 
services provided under such contracts 
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are incidental to the principal purpose 
of the contracts. (See also §§ 4.111(a) 
and 4.116(b).) 

§ 4.132 Services and other items to be 
furnished under a single contract. 

If the principal purpose of a contract 
is to furnish services through the use 
of service employees within the mean-
ing of the Act, the contract to furnish 
such services is not removed from the 
Act’s coverage merely because, as a 
matter of convenience in procurement, 
the service specifications are combined 
in a single contract document with 
specifications for the procurement of 
different or unrelated items. In such 
case, the Act would apply to service 
specifications but would not apply to 
any specifications subject to the 
Walsh-Healey Act or to the Davis- 
Bacon Act. With respect to contracts 
which contain separate specifications 
for the furnishing of services and con-
struction activity, see § 4.116(c). 

§ 4.133 Beneficiary of contract serv-
ices. 

(a) The Act does not say to whom the 
services under a covered contract must 
be furnished. So far as its language is 
concerned, it is enough if the contract 
is ‘‘entered into’’ by and with the Gov-
ernment and if its principal purpose is 
‘‘to furnish services in the United 
States through the use of service em-
ployees’’. It is clear that Congress in-
tended to cover at least contracts for 
services of direct benefit to the Gov-
ernment, its property, or its civilian or 
military personnel for whose needs it is 
necessary or desirable for the Govern-
ment to make provision for such serv-
ices. For example, the legislative his-
tory makes specific reference to such 
contracts as those for furnishing food 
service and laundry and dry cleaning 
service for personnel at military in-
stallations. Furthermore, there is no 
limitation in the Act regarding the 
beneficiary of the services, nor is there 
any indication that only contracts for 
services of direct benefit to the Gov-
ernment, as distinguished from the 
general public, are subject to the Act. 
Therefore, where the principal purpose 
of the Government contract is to pro-
vide services through the use of service 
employees, the contract is covered by 

the Act, regardless of the direct bene-
ficiary of the services or the source of 
the funds from which the contractor is 
paid for the service, and irrespective of 
whether the contractor performs the 
work in its own establishment, on a 
Government installation, or elsewhere. 
The fact that the contract requires or 
permits the contractor to provide the 
services directly to individual per-
sonnel as a concessionaire, rather than 
through the contracting agency, does 
not negate coverage by the Act. 

(b) The Department of Labor, pursu-
ant to section 4(b) of the Act, exempts 
from the provisions of the Act certain 
kinds of concession contracts providing 
services to the general public, as pro-
vided herein. Specifically, concession 
contracts (such as those entered into 
by the National Park Service) prin-
cipally for the furnishing of food, lodg-
ing, automobile fuel, souvenirs, news-
paper stands, and recreational equip-
ment to the general public, as distin-
guished from the United States Gov-
ernment or its personnel, are exempt. 
This exemption is necessary and proper 
in the public interest and is in accord 
with the remedial purpose of the Act. 
Where concession contracts, however, 
include substantial requirements for 
services other than those stated, those 
services are not exempt. The exemp-
tion provided does not affect a conces-
sion contractor’s obligation to comply 
with the labor standards provisions of 
any other statutes such as the Con-
tract Work Hours and Safety Stand-
ards Act (40 U.S.C. 327 et seq.), the 
Davis-Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. 276a et seq.; 
see part 5 of this title) and the Fair 
Labor Standards Act (29 U.S.C. 201 et 
seq.). 

§ 4.134 Contracts outside the Act’s cov-
erage. 

(a) Contracts entered into by agen-
cies other than those of the Federal 
Government or the District of Colum-
bia as described in §§ 4.107–4.108 are not 
within the purview of the Act. Thus, 
the Act does not cover service con-
tracts entered into with any agencies 
of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
American Samoa, or Guam acting in 
behalf of their respective local govern-
ments. Similarly, it does not cover 
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service contracts entered into by agen-
cies of States or local public bodies, 
not acting as agents for or on behalf of 
the United States or the District of Co-
lumbia, even though Federal financial 
assistance may be provided for such 
contracts under Federal law or the 
terms and conditions specified in Fed-
eral law may govern the award and op-
eration of the contract. 

(b) Further, as already noted in 
§§ 4.111 through 4.113, the Act does not 
apply to Government contracts which 
do not have as their principal purpose 
the furnishing of services, or which call 
for no services to be furnished within 
the United States or through the use of 
service employees as those terms are 
defined in the Act. Clearly outside the 
Act’s coverage for these reasons are 
such contracts as those for the pur-
chase of tangible products which the 
Government needs (e.g. vehicles, office 
equipment, and supplies), for the logis-
tic support of an air base in a foreign 
country, or for the services of a lawyer 
to examine the title to land. Similarly, 
where the Government contracts for a 
lease of building space for Government 
occupancy and the building owner fur-
nishes general janitorial and other 
building services on an incidental basis 
through the use of service employees, 
the leasing of the space rather than the 
furnishing of the building services is 
the principal purpose of the contract, 
and the Act does not apply. Another 
type of contract which is outside the 
coverage of the Act because it is not 
for the principal purpose of furnishing 
services may be illustrated by a con-
tract for the rental of parking space 
under which the Government agency is 
simply given a lease or license to use 
the contractor’s real property. Such a 
contract is to be distinguished from 
contracts for the storage of vehicles 
which are delivered into the possession 
or custody of the contractor, who will 
provide the required services including 
the parking or retrieval of the vehicles. 

(c) There are a number of types of 
contracts which, while outside the 
Act’s coverage in the usual case, may 
be subject to its provisions under the 
conditions and circumstances of a par-
ticular procurement, because these 
may be such as to require a different 
view of the principal purpose of the 

contract. Thus, the ordinary contract 
for the recapping of tires would have as 
its principal purpose the manufacture 
and furnishing of rebuilt tires for the 
Government rather than the furnishing 
of services through the use of service 
employees, and thus would be outside 
the Act’s coverage. Similarly, con-
tracts calling for printing, reproduc-
tion, and duplicating ordinarily would 
appear to have as their principal pur-
pose the furnishing in quantity of 
printed, reproduced or duplicated writ-
ten materials rather than the fur-
nishing of reproduction services 
through the use of service employees. 
However, in a particular case, the 
terms, conditions, and circumstances 
of the procurement may be such that 
the facts would show its purpose to be 
chiefly the furnishing of services (e.g. 
repair services, typesetting, 
photocopying, editing, etc.), and where 
such services require the use of service 
employees the contract would be sub-
ject to the Act unless excluded there-
from for some other reason. 

§§ 4.135–4.139 [Reserved] 

DETERMINING AMOUNT OF CONTRACT 

§ 4.140 Significance of contract 
amount. 

As set forth in § 4.104 and in the re-
quirements of §§ 4.6–4.7, the obligations 
of a contractor with respect to labor 
standards differ in the case of a covered 
and nonexempt contract, depending on 
whether the contract is or is not in ex-
cess of $2,500. Rules for resolving ques-
tions that may arise as to whether a 
contract is or is not in excess of this 
figure are set forth in the following 
sections. 

§ 4.141 General criteria for measuring 
amount. 

(a) In general, the contract amount is 
measured by the consideration agreed 
to be paid, whether in money or other 
valuable consideration, in return for 
the obligations assumed under the con-
tract. Thus, even though a contractor, 
such as a wrecker entering into a con-
tract with the Government to raze a 
building on a site which will remain 
vacant, may not be entitled to receive 
any money from the Government for 
such work under his contract or may 
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even agree to pay the Government in 
return for the right to dispose of the 
salvaged materials, the contract will 
be deemed one in excess of $2,500 if the 
value of the property obtained by the 
contractor, less anything he might pay 
the Government, is in excess of such 
amount. In addition, concession con-
tracts are considered to be contracts in 
excess of $2,500 if the contractor’s gross 
receipts under the contract may exceed 
$2,500. 

(b) All bids from the same person on 
the same invitation for bids will con-
stitute a single offer, and the total 
award to such person will determine 
the amount involved for purposes of 
the Act. Where the procurement is 
made without formal advertising, in 
arriving at the aggregate amount in-
volved, there must be included all prop-
erty and services which would properly 
be grouped together in a single trans-
action and which would be included in 
a single advertisement for bids if the 
procurement were being effected by 
formal advertising. Therefore, if an 
agency procures continuing services 
through the issuance of monthly pur-
chase orders, the amount of the con-
tract for purposes of application of the 
Act is not measured by the amount of 
an individual purchase order. In such 
cases, if the continuing services were 
procured through formal advertising, 
the contract term would typically be 
for one year, and the monthly purchase 
orders must be grouped together to de-
termine whether the yearly amount 
may exceed $2,500. However, a purchase 
order for services which are not con-
tinuing but are performed on a one- 
time or sporadic basis and which are 
not performed under a requirements 
contract or under the terms of a basic 
ordering agreement or similar agree-
ment need not be equated to a yearly 
amount. (See § 4.142(b).) In addition, 
where an invitation is for services in 
an amount in excess of $2,500 and bid-
ders are permitted to bid on a portion 
of the services not amounting to more 
than $2,500, the amounts of the con-
tracts awarded separately to individual 
and unrelated bidders will be measured 
by the portions of the services covered 
by their respective contracts. 

(c) Where a contract is issued in an 
amount in excess of $2,500 this amount 

will govern for purposes of application 
of the Act even though penalty deduc-
tions, deductions for prompt payment, 
and similar deductions may reduce the 
amount actually expended by the Gov-
ernment to $2,500 or less. 

§ 4.142 Contracts in an indefinite 
amount. 

(a) Every contract subject to this Act 
which is indefinite in amount is re-
quired to contain the clauses pre-
scribed in § 4.6 for contracts in excess of 
$2,500, unless the contracting officer 
has definite knowledge in advance that 
the contract will not exceed $2,500 in 
any event. 

(b) Where contracts or agreements 
between a Government agency and pro-
spective purveyors of services are nego-
tiated which provide terms and condi-
tions under which services will be fur-
nished through the use of service em-
ployees in response to individual pur-
chase orders or calls, if any, which may 
be issued by the agency during the life 
of the agreement, these agreements 
would ordinarily constitute contracts 
within the intendment of the Act under 
principles judicially established in 
United Biscuit Co. v. Wirtz, 17 WH 
Cases 146 (C.A.D.C.), a case arising 
under the Walsh-Healey Public Con-
tracts Act. Such a contract, which may 
be in the nature of a bilateral option 
contract or basic ordering agreement 
and not obligate the Government to 
order any services or the contractor to 
furnish any, nevertheless governs any 
procurement of services that may be 
made through purchase orders or calls 
issued under its terms. Since the 
amount of the contract is indefinite, it 
is subject to the rule stated in para-
graph (a) of this section. The amount 
of the contract is not determined by 
the amount of any individual call or 
purchase order. 

CHANGES IN CONTRACT COVERAGE 

§ 4.143 Effects of changes or exten-
sions of contracts, generally. 

(a) Sometimes an existing service 
contract is modified, amended, or ex-
tended in such a manner that the 
changed contract is considered to be a 
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new contract for purposes of the appli-
cation of the Act’s provisions. The gen-
eral rule with respect to such contracts 
is that, whenever changes affecting the 
labor requirements are made in the 
terms of the contract, the provisions of 
the Act and the regulations thereunder 
will apply to the changed contract in 
the same manner and to the same ex-
tent as they would to a wholly new 
contract. However, contract modifica-
tions or amendments (other than con-
tract extensions) that are unrelated to 
the labor requirements of a contract 
will not be deemed to create a new con-
tract for purposes of the Act. In addi-
tion, only significant changes related 
to labor requirements will be consid-
ered as creating new contracts. This 
limitation on the application of the 
Act has been found to be in accordance 
with the provisions of section 4(b) of 
the Act. 

(b) Also, whenever the term of an ex-
isting contract is extended, pursuant 
to an option clause or otherwise, so 
that the contractor furnishes services 
over an extended period of time, rather 
than being granted extra time to fulfill 
his original commitment, the contract 
extension is considered to be a new 
contract for purposes of the application 
of the Act’s provisions. All such ‘‘new’’ 
contracts as discussed above require 
the insertion of a new or revised wage 
determination in the contract as pro-
vided in § 4.5. 

§ 4.144 Contract modifications affect-
ing amount. 

Where a contract that was originally 
issued in an amount not in excess of 
$2,500 is later modified so that its 
amount may exceed that figure, all the 
provisions of section 2(a) of the Act, 
and the regulations thereunder, are ap-
plicable from the date of modification 
to the date of contract completion. In 
the event of such modification, the 
contracting officer shall immediately 
obtain a wage determination from the 
Department of Labor using the e98 ap-
plication or directly from WDOL, and 
insert the required contract clauses 
and any wage determination issued 
into the contract. In the event that a 
contract for services subject to the Act 
in excess of $2,500 is modified so that it 
cannot exceed $2,500, compliance with 

the provisions of section 2(a) of the Act 
and the contract clauses required 
thereunder ceases to be an obligation 
of the contractor when such modifica-
tion becomes effective. 

[70 FR 50899, Aug. 26, 2005] 

§ 4.145 Extended term contracts. 

(a) Sometimes service contracts are 
entered into for an extended term ex-
ceeding one year; however, their con-
tinuation in effect is subject to the ap-
propriation by Congress of funds for 
each new fiscal year. In such event, for 
purposes of this Act, a contract shall 
be deemed entered into upon the con-
tract anniversary date which occurs in 
each new fiscal year during which the 
terms of the original contract are made 
effective by an appropriation for that 
purpose. In other cases a service con-
tract, entered into for a specified term 
by a Government agency, may contain 
a provision such as an option clause 
under which the agency may unilater-
ally extend the contract for a period of 
the same length or other stipulated pe-
riod. Since the exercise of the option 
results in the rendition of services for 
a new or different period not included 
in the term for which the contractor is 
obligated to furnish services or for 
which the Government is obligated to 
pay under the original contract in the 
absence of such action to extend it, the 
contract for the additional period is a 
wholly new contract with respect to 
application of the Act’s provisions and 
the regulations thereunder (see 
§ 4.143(b)). 

(b) With respect to multi-year service 
contracts which are not subject to an-
nual appropriations (for example, con-
cession contracts which are funded 
through the concessionaire’s sales, cer-
tain operations and maintenance con-
tracts which are funded with so-called 
‘‘no year money’’ or contracts awarded 
by instrumentalities of the United 
States, such as the Federal Reserve 
Banks, which do not receive appro-
priated funds), section 4(d) of the Act 
allows such contracts to be awarded for 
a period of up to five years on the con-
dition that the multi-year contracts 
will be amended no less often than once 
every two years to incorporate any new 
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Service Contract Act wage determina-
tion which may be applicable. Accord-
ingly, unless the contracting agency is 
notified to the contrary (see § 4.4(d)), 
such contracts are treated as wholly 
new contracts for purposes of the appli-
cation of the Act’s provisions and regu-
lations thereunder at the end of the 
second year and again at the end of the 
fourth year, etc. The two-year period is 
considered to begin on the date that 
the contractor commences perform-
ance on the contract (i.e., anniversary 
date) rather than on the date of con-
tract award. 

PERIOD OF COVERAGE 

§ 4.146 Contract obligations after 
award, generally. 

A contractor’s obligation to observe 
the provisions of the Act arises on the 
date the contractor is informed that 
award of the contract has been made, 
and not necessarily on the date of for-
mal execution. However, the con-
tractor is required to comply with the 
provisions of the Act and regulations 
thereunder only while the employees 
are performing on the contract, pro-
vided the contractor’s records make 
clear the period of such performance. 
(See also § 4.179.) If employees of the 
contractor are required by the contract 
to complete certain preliminary train-
ing or testing prior to the commence-
ment of the contract services, or if 
there is a phase-in period which allows 
the new contractor’s employees to fa-
miliarize themselves with the contract 
work so as to provide a smooth transi-
tion between contractors, the time 
spent by employees undertaking such 
training or phase-in work is considered 
to be hours worked on the contract and 
must be compensated for even though 
the principal contract services may not 
commence until a later date. 

§§ 4.147–4.149 [Reserved] 

EMPLOYEES COVERED BY THE ACT 

§ 4.150 Employee coverage, generally. 
The Act, in section 2(b), makes it 

clear that its provisions apply gen-
erally to all service employees engaged 
in performing work on a covered con-
tract entered into by the contractor 
with the Federal Government, regard-

less of whether they are the contrac-
tor’s employees or those of any subcon-
tractor under such contract. All serv-
ice employees who, on or after the date 
of award, are engaged in working on or 
in connection with the contract, either 
in performing the specific services 
called for by its terms or in performing 
other duties necessary to the perform-
ance of the contract, are thus subject 
to the Act unless a specific exemption 
(see §§ 4.115 et seq.) is applicable. All 
such employees must be paid wages at 
a rate not less than the minimum wage 
specified under section 6(a)(1) of the 
Fair Labor Standards Act (29 U.S.C. 
206(a)(1)), as amended. Payment of a 
higher minimum monetary wage and 
the furnishing of fringe benefits may be 
required under the contract, pursuant 
to the provisions of sections 2 (a)(1), 
(2), and 4(c) of the Act. 

§ 4.151 Employees covered by provi-
sions of section 2(a). 

The provisions of sections 2(a) and 
4(c) of the Act prescribe labor stand-
ards requirements applicable, except as 
otherwise specifically provided, to 
every contract in excess of $2,500 which 
is entered into by the United States or 
the District of Columbia for the prin-
cipal purpose of furnishing services in 
the United States through the use of 
service employees. These provisions 
apply to all service employees engaged 
in the performance of such a contract 
or any subcontract thereunder. The 
Act, in section 8(b) defines the term 
service employee. The general scope of 
the definition is considered in § 4.113(b) 
of this subpart. 

§ 4.152 Employees subject to prevailing 
compensation provisions of sections 
2(a)(1) and (2) and 4(c). 

(a) Under sections 2(a)(1) and (2) and 
4(c) of the Act, minimum monetary 
wages and fringe benefits to be paid or 
furnished the various classes of service 
employees performing such contract 
work are determined by the Secretary 
of Labor or his authorized representa-
tive in accordance with prevailing 
rates and fringe benefits for such em-
ployees in the locality or in accordance 
with the rates contained in a prede-
cessor contractor’s collective bar-
gaining agreement, as appropriate, and 
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are required to be specified in such con-
tracts and subcontracts thereunder. All 
service employees of the classes who 
actually perform the specific services 
called for by the contract (e.g., janitors 
performing on a contract for office 
cleaning; stenographers performing on 
a contract for stenographic reporting) 
are covered by the provisions speci-
fying such minimum monetary wages 
and fringe benefits for such classes of 
service employees and must be paid not 
less than the applicable rate estab-
lished for the classification(s) of work 
performed. Pursuant to section 
4.6(b)(2), conforming procedures are re-
quired to be observed for all such class-
es of service employees not listed in 
the wage determination incorporated 
in the contract. 

(b) The duties which an employee ac-
tually performs govern the classifica-
tion and the rate of pay to which the 
employee is entitled under the applica-
ble wage determination. Some job clas-
sifications listed in an applicable wage 
determination are descriptive by title 
and have commonly understood mean-
ings (e.g., janitors, security guards, pi-
lots, etc.). In such situations, detailed 
position descriptions may not be in-
cluded in the wage determination. 
However, in cases where additional de-
scriptive information is needed to in-
form users of the scope of duties in-
cluded in the classification, the wage 
determination will generally contain 
detailed position descriptions based on 
the data source relied upon for the 
issuance of the wage determination. 

(c)(1) Some wage determinations will 
list a series of classes within a job clas-
sification family, e.g., Computer Oper-
ators, Class A, B, and C, or Electronic 
Technicians, Class A, B, and C, or 
Clerk Typist, Class A and B. Generally, 
the lowest level listed for a job classi-
fication family is considered to be the 
entry level and establishment of a 
lower level through conformance 
(§ 4.6(b)(2)) is not permissible. Further, 
trainee classifications cannot be con-
formed. Helpers in skilled maintenance 
trades (e.g., electricians, machinists, 
automobile mechanics, etc.) whose du-
ties constitute, in fact, separate and 
distinct jobs, may also be used if listed 
on the wage determination, but cannot 
be conformed. Conformance may not be 

used to artificially split or subdivide 
classifications listed in the wage deter-
mination. However, conforming proce-
dures may be used if the work which an 
employee performs under the contract 
is not within the scope of any classi-
fication listed on the wage determina-
tion, regardless of job title. 

(2) Subminimum rates for appren-
tices, student learners, and handi-
capped workers are permissible under 
the conditions discussed in § 4.6 (o) and 
(p). 

§ 4.153 Inapplicability of prevailing 
compensation provisions to some 
employees. 

There may be employees used by a 
contractor or subcontractor in per-
forming a service contract in excess of 
$2,500 which is subject to the Act, 
whose services, although necessary to 
the performance of the contract, are 
not subject to minimum monetary 
wage or fringe benefit provisions con-
tained in the contract pursuant to sec-
tion 2(a) because such employees are 
not directly engaged in performing the 
specified contract services. An example 
might be a laundry contractor’s billing 
clerk performing billing work with re-
spect to the items laundered. In all 
such situations, the employees who are 
necessary to the performance of the 
contract but not directly engaged in 
the performance of the specified con-
tract services, are nevertheless subject 
to the minimum wage provision of sec-
tion 2(b) (see § 4.150) requiring payment 
of not less than the minimum wage 
specified under section 6(a)(1) of the 
Fair Labor Standards Act to all em-
ployees working on a covered contract, 
unless specifically exempt. However, in 
situations where minimum monetary 
wages and fringe benefits for a par-
ticular class or classes of service em-
ployees actually performing the serv-
ices called for by the contract have not 
been specified in the contract because 
the wage and fringe benefit determina-
tion applicable to the contract has 
been made only for other classes of 
service employees who will perform the 
contract work, the employer will be re-
quired to pay the monetary wages and 
fringe benefits which may be specified 
for such classes of employees pursuant 
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to the conformance procedures pro-
vided in § 4.6(b). 

§ 4.154 Employees covered by sections 
2(a)(3) and (4). 

The safety and health standards of 
section 2(a)(3) and the notice require-
ments of section 2(a)(4) of the Act (see 
§ 4.183) are applicable, in the absence of 
a specific exemption, to every service 
employee engaged by a contractor or 
subcontractor to furnish services under 
a contract subject to section 2(a) of the 
Act. 

§ 4.155 Employee coverage does not de-
pend on form of employment con-
tract. 

The Act, in section 8(b), makes it 
plain that the coverage of service em-
ployees depends on whether their work 
for the contractor or subcontractor on 
a covered contract is that of a service 
employee as defined in section 8(b) and 
not on any contractual relationship 
that may be alleged to exist between 
the contractor or subcontractor and 
such persons. In other words, any per-
son, except those discussed in § 4.156 
below, who performs work called for by 
a contract or that portion of a contract 
subject to the Act is, per se, a service 
employee. Thus, for example, a per-
son’s status as an ‘‘owner-operator’’ or 
an ‘‘independent contractor’’ is imma-
terial in determining coverage under 
the Act and all such persons per-
forming the work of service employees 
must be compensated in accordance 
with the Act’s requirements. 

§ 4.156 Employees in bona fide execu-
tive, administrative, or professional 
capacity. 

The term service employee as defined 
in section 8(b) of the Act does not in-
clude persons employed in a bona fide 
executive, administrative, or profes-
sional capacity as those terms are de-
fined in 29 CFR part 541. Employees 
within the definition of service em-
ployee who are employed in an execu-
tive, administrative, or professional 
capacity are not excluded from cov-
erage, however, even though they are 
highly paid, if they fail to meet the 
tests set forth in 29 CFR part 541. Thus, 
such employees as laboratory techni-
cians, draftsmen, and air ambulance pi-

lots, though they require a high level 
of skill to perform their duties and 
may meet the salary requirements of 
the regulations in part 541 of this title, 
are ordinarily covered by the Act’s pro-
visions because they do not typically 
meet the other requirements of those 
regulations. 

§§ 4.157–4.158 [Reserved] 

Subpart D—Compensation 
Standards 

§ 4.159 General minimum wage. 
The Act, in section 2(b)(1), provides 

generally that no contractor or subcon-
tractor under any Federal contract 
subject to the Act shall pay any em-
ployee engaged in performing work on 
such a contract less than the minimum 
wage specified under section 6(a)(1) of 
the Fair Labor Standards Act. Section 
2(a)(1) provides that the minimum 
monetary wage specified in any such 
contract exceeding $2,500 shall in no 
case be lower than this Fair Labor 
Standards Act minimum wage. Section 
2(b)(1) is a statutory provision which 
applies to the contractor or subcon-
tractor without regard to whether it is 
incorporated in the contract; however, 
§§ 4.6 and 4.7 provide for inclusion of its 
requirements in covered contracts and 
subcontracts. Because this statutory 
requirement specifies no fixed mone-
tary wage rate and refers only to the 
minimum wage specified under section 
6(a)(1) of the Fair Labor Standards Act, 
and because its application does not de-
pend on provisions of the contract, any 
increase in such Fair Labor Standards 
Act minimum wage during the life of 
the contract is, on its effective date, 
also effective to increase the minimum 
wage payable under section 2(b)(1) to 
employees engaged in performing work 
on the contract. The minimum wage 
rate under section 6(a)(1) of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act is $3.10 per hour 
beginning January 1, 1980, and $3.35 per 
hour after December 31, 1980. 

§ 4.160 Effect of section 6(e) of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act. 

Contractors and subcontractors per-
forming work on contracts subject to 
the Service Contract Act are required 
to pay all employees, including those 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 01:03 Jul 29, 2006 Jkt 208107 PO 00000 Frm 00089 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\208107.XXX 208107


		Superintendent of Documents
	2014-10-20T11:31:39-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




