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§ 32.4 Deviations. 

(a) Individual deviations. Individual 
deviations affecting only one award 
may be approved by DoD Components 
in accordance with procedures stated 
in 32 CFR 21.335(a) and 21.340. 

(b) Small awards. DoD Components 
may apply less restrictive require-
ments than the provisions of this part 
when awarding small awards, except 
for those requirements which are stat-
utory. 

(c) Other class deviations. (1) For 
classes of awards other than small 
awards, the Director of Defense Re-
search and Engineering (DDR&E), or 
his or her designee, may grant excep-
tions from the requirements of this 
part: 

(i) With the written concurrence of 
the Office of the Management and 
Budget (OMB). The DDR&E, or his or 
her designee, shall provide written no-
tification to OMB of the Department of 
Defense’s intention to grant a class de-
viation; and 

(ii) When exceptions are not prohib-
ited by statute. 

(2) DoD Components shall request ap-
proval for such deviations in accord-
ance with 32 CFR 21.335(b) and 21.340. 
However, in the interest of maximum 
uniformity, exceptions from the re-
quirements of this part shall be per-
mitted only in unusual circumstances. 

[63 FR 12188, Mar. 12, 1998, as amended at 68 
FR 47160, Aug. 7, 2003] 

§ 32.5 Subawards. 

Unless sections of this part specifi-
cally exclude subrecipients from cov-
erage, the provisions of this part shall 
be applied to subrecipients performing 
work under awards if such subrecipi-
ents are institutions of higher edu-
cation, hospitals or other non-profit or-
ganizations. State and local govern-
ment subrecipients are subject to the 
provisions of 32 CFR part 33. Subrecipi-
ents that are for-profit organizations 
are subject to 32 CFR part 34. 

Subpart B—Pre-Award 
Requirements 

§ 32.10 Purpose. 

Sections 32.11 through 32.17 prescribe 
application forms and instructions and 
other pre-award matters. 

§ 32.11 Pre-award policies. 

(a) Use of grants, cooperative agree-
ments, and contracts. (1) OMB Circular 
A–110 states that: 

(i) In each instance, the Federal 
awarding agency shall decide on the 
appropriate award instrument (i.e., 
grant, cooperative agreement, or con-
tract). 

(ii) The Federal Grant and Coopera-
tive Agreement Act (31 U.S.C. 6301– 
6308) governs the use of grants, cooper-
ative agreements, and contracts. Under 
that Act: 

(A) A grant or cooperative agreement 
shall be used only when the principal 
purpose of a transaction is to accom-
plish a public purpose of support or 
stimulation authorized by Federal 
statute. 

(B) Contracts shall be used when the 
principal purpose is acquisition of 
property or services for the direct ben-
efit or use of the Federal Government. 

(C) The statutory criterion for choos-
ing between grants and cooperative 
agreements is that for the latter, 
‘‘substantial involvement is expected 
between the executive agency and the 
State, local government, or other re-
cipient when carrying out the activity 
contemplated in the agreement.’’ 

(2) In selecting the appropriate award 
instruments, DoD Components’ grants 
officers shall comply with the DoD im-
plementation of the Federal Grant and 
Cooperative Agreement Act at 32 CFR 
part 22, subpart B. 

(b) Public notice and priority setting. 
As a matter of Governmentwide policy, 
Federal awarding agencies shall notify 
the public of intended funding prior-
ities for programs that use discre-
tionary awards, unless funding prior-
ities are established by Federal stat-
ute. For DoD Components, compliance 
with competition policies and statu-
tory requirements implemented in 32 
CFR part 22, subpart C, shall constitute 
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