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§62.1 Purpose

The procedures in this part set forth
the processes and criteria for the iden-
tification, evaluation, designation and
monitoring of national natural land-
marks.

(a) The National Natural Landmarks
Program focuses attention on areas of
exceptional natural value to the nation
as a whole rather than to one par-
ticular State or locality. The program
recognizes areas preserved by Federal,
State and local agencies as well as pri-
vate organizations and individuals and
encourages the owners of national nat-
ural landmarks to voluntarily observe
preservation precepts.

(b) The National Natural Landmarks
Program identifies and preserves nat-
ural areas that best illustrate the bio-
logical and geological character of the
United States, enhances the scientific
and educational values of preserved
areas, strengthens public appreciation
of natural history, and fosters a great-
er concern for the conservation of the
nation’s natural heritage.

§62.2 Definitions.

The following definitions apply to
this part:

National Natural Landmark is an area
designated by the Secretary of the In-
terior as being of national significance
to the United States because it is an

§62.2

outstanding example(s) of major bio-
logical and geological features found
within the boundaries of the United
States or its Territories or on the
Outer Continental Shelf.

National Registry of Natural Land-
marks is the official listing of all des-
ignated national natural landmarks.

National significance describes an area
that is one of the best examples of a bi-
ological community or geological fea-
ture within a natural region of the
United States, including terrestrial
communities, landforms, geological
features and processes, habitats of na-
tive plant and animal species, or fossil
evidence of the development of life.

Natural region is a distinct
physiographic province having similar
geologic history, structures, and
landforms. The basic physiographic
characteristics of a natural region in-
fluence its vegetation, climate, soils,
and animal life. Examples include the
Atlantic Coastal Plain, Great Basin,
and Brooks Range natural regions.

Owner means the individual(s), cor-
poration(s), or partnership(s) holding
fee simple title to property, or the head
of the public agency or subordinate em-
ployee of the public agency to whom
such authority was delegated and who
is responsible for administering pub-
licly owned land. Owner does not in-
clude individuals, partnerships, cor-
porations, or public agencies holding
easements or less than fee interests
(including leaseholds) of any form. A
Native American tribe that is the bene-
ficial fee simple owner of lands, with
the United States as trustee, will be
considered as owner of private property
for the purposes of this part. Similarly,
individual member(s) of a Native
American tribe who are beneficial
owner(s) of property, allottee(s) held in
trust by the United States, will be con-
sidered as owner(s) of private property
for the purposes of this part.

Potential national natural landmark
means an area that, based on rec-
ommendation or initial comparison
with other areas in the same natural
region, seems to merit further study of
its merits for possible national natural
landmark designation.

Prejudicial procedural error is one that
reasonably may be considered to have
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