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Department of Veterans Affairs § 61.1 

AUTHORITY: 38 U.S.C. 501, 2002, 2011, 2012, 
2061, 2064, 7721 note. 

SOURCE: 68 FR 13594, Mar. 19, 2003, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 61.0 Purpose. 
This part implements the VA Home-

less Providers Grant and Per Diem Pro-
gram which consists of the following 
components: capital grants, per diem, 
special needs grants, and technical as-
sistance grants. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 2002, 2011, 2012, 2061, 
2064, 7721 note) 

§ 61.1 Definitions. 
For purposes of this part: 
Area or community means a political 

subdivision or contiguous political sub-
divisions (such as precinct, ward, bor-
ough, city, county, State, Congres-
sional district, etc.) with a separately 
identifiable population of homeless 
veterans. 

Capital grant means a grant for con-
struction, renovation, or acquisition of 
a facility; or for acquisition of a van. 

Capital lease means a lease that will 
be in effect for the full period in which 
VA may recover all or portions of the 
capital grant amount under this part. 

Chronically mentally ill means a condi-
tion of schizophrenia or major affective 
disorder (including bipolar disorder) or 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 
based on a diagnosis from a licensed 
mental health professional, with at 
least one documented hospitalization 
for this condition sometime in the last 
2 years or with documentation of a for-
mal assessment on a standardized scale 
of any serious symptomology or seri-
ous impairment in the areas of work, 
family relations, thinking, or mood. 

Fee means a fixed charge for a service 
offered by a recipient under this part, 
that is in addition to the services that 
are outlined in the recipient’s applica-
tion; and are not paid for by VA per 
diem or provided by VA, (e.g., cable tel-
evision, recreational outings, profes-
sional instruction or counseling). 

Fixed site means a physical structure 
that under normal conditions is not ca-
pable of readily being moved from one 
location to another location. 

Frail elderly means 65 years of age or 
older with one or more chronic health 
problems and limitations in performing 

one or more activities of daily living 
(such as bathing, toileting, transfer-
ring from bed to chair, etc.) 

Homeless means: (1)(i) Lacking a fixed, 
regular and adequate nighttime resi-
dence; or 

(ii) Having a primary nighttime resi-
dence that is— 

(A) A supervised publicly or privately 
operated shelter designed to provide 
temporary living accommodations (in-
cluding welfare hotels, congregate 
shelters, and transitional housing for 
the mentally ill); 

(B) An institution that provides a 
temporary residence for persons in-
tended to be institutionalized; or 

(C) A public or private place not de-
signed for, or ordinarily used as, a reg-
ular sleeping accommodation for 
human beings. 

(2) The term homeless does not in-
clude imprisonment or other detain-
ment pursuant to Federal or State law. 
Imprisonment or other detainment 
does not include probation, parole or 
electronic custody. 

New construction means the building 
of a structure where none existed or an 
addition to an existing structure that 
increases the floor area by more than 
100 percent. 

Nonprofit organization means a pri-
vate organization, no part of the net 
earnings of which may inure to the 
benefit of any member, founder, con-
tributor, or individual. The organiza-
tion must be recognized as a 501(c)(3) or 
501(c)(19) nonprofit organization by the 
United States Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, and: 

(1) Have a voluntary board; 
(2) Have a functioning accounting 

system that is operated in accordance 
with generally accepted accounting 
principles, or designate an entity that 
will maintain a functioning accounting 
system for the organization in accord-
ance with generally accepted account-
ing principles; and 

(3) Practice nondiscrimination in the 
provision of supportive housing and 
supportive services assistance. 

Operating costs means expenses in-
curred in operating supportive housing, 
supportive services or service centers 
with respect to: 
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