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§ 21.11 Effect of judicial proceedings. 
(a) A protester must immediately ad-

vise GAO of any court proceeding 
which involves the subject matter of a 
pending protest and must file with 
GAO copies of all relevant court docu-
ments. 

(b) GAO will dismiss any case where 
the matter involved is the subject of 
litigation before, or has been decided 
on the merits by, a court of competent 
jurisdiction. GAO may, at the request 
of a court, issue an advisory opinion on 
a bid protest issue that is before the 
court. In these cases, unless a different 
schedule is established, the times pro-
vided in this part for filing the agency 
report (§ 21.3(c)), filing comments on 
the report (§ 21.3(i)), holding a hearing 
and filing comments (§ 21.7), and 
issuing a decision (§ 21.9) shall apply. 

[61 FR 39042, July 26, 1996, as amended at 67 
FR 79836, Dec. 31, 2002] 

§ 21.12 Distribution of decisions. 
(a) Unless it contains protected infor-

mation, a copy of a decision shall be 
provided to the protester, any interve-
nors, the head of the contracting activ-
ity responsible for the protested pro-
curement, and the senior procurement 
executive of each Federal agency in-
volved; a copy shall also be made avail-
able to the public. A copy of a decision 
containing protected information shall 
be provided only to the contracting 
agency and to individuals admitted to 
any protective order issued in the pro-
test. A public version omitting the pro-
tected information shall be prepared 
wherever possible. 

(b) Decisions may be distributed to 
the parties, and are available from 
GAO, by electronic means. 

[61 FR 39042, July 26, 1996, as amended at 67 
FR 79836, Dec. 31, 2002] 

§ 21.13 Nonstatutory protests. 
(a) GAO will consider protests con-

cerning awards of subcontracts by or 
for a Federal agency, sales by a Federal 
agency, or procurements by agencies of 
the government other than Federal 
agencies as defined in § 21.0(c) if the 
agency involved has agreed in writing 
to have protests decided by GAO. 

(b) The provisions of this part shall 
apply to nonstatutory protests except 

for the provision of § 21.8(d) pertaining 
to recommendations for the payment 
of costs. The provision for the with-
holding of award and the suspension of 
contract performance, 31 U.S.C. 3553(c) 
and (d), also does not apply to non-
statutory protests. 

§ 21.14 Request for reconsideration. 
(a) The protester, any intervenor, 

and any Federal agency involved in the 
protest may request reconsideration of 
a bid protest decision. GAO will not 
consider a request for reconsideration 
that does not contain a detailed state-
ment of the factual and legal grounds 
upon which reversal or modification is 
deemed warranted, specifying any er-
rors of law made or information not 
previously considered. 

(b) A request for reconsideration of a 
bid protest decision shall be filed, with 
copies to the parties who participated 
in the protest, not later than 10 days 
after the basis for reconsideration is 
known or should have been known, 
whichever is earlier. 

(c) GAO will summarily dismiss any 
request for reconsideration that fails 
to state a valid basis for reconsider-
ation or is untimely. The filing of a re-
quest for reconsideration does not re-
quire the withholding of award and the 
suspension of contract performance 
under 31 U.S.C. 3553 (c) and (d). 

PART 22 [RESERVED] 

PART 25—CONDUCT IN THE GOV-
ERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OF-
FICE BUILDING AND ON ITS 
GROUNDS 

Sec. 
25.1 Applicability and governing laws. 
25.2 Inspection. 
25.3 Admission to the GAO building. 
25.4 Preservation of property. 
25.5 Conformity with signs and directions. 
25.6 Disturbances. 
25.7 Gambling. 
25.8 Alcoholic beverages and narcotics. 
25.9 Soliciting, vending, and debt collec-

tion. 
25.10 Posting and distributing materials. 
25.11 Photographs for news, advertising, or 

commercial purposes. 
25.12 Dogs and other animals. 
25.13 Vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 
25.14 Weapons and explosives. 
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25.15 Nondiscrimination. 
25.16 Penalties. 

AUTHORITY: 31 U.S.C. 783. 

SOURCE: 55 FR 2359, Jan. 24, 1990, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 25.1 Applicability and governing 
laws. 

These rules and regulations, and the 
laws of the United States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, apply to the Govern-
ment Accountability Office (GAO) 
Building and its grounds, 441 G Street 
NW., in the District of Columbia, and 
to all persons while in the building or 
while entering or leaving it. 

§ 25.2 Inspection. 
Packages, briefcases, and other con-

tainers as well as vehicles and their 
contents are subject to inspection 
while in or when being brought into, or 
when being removed from the GAO 
Building. A full search of a person may 
accompany an arrest or apprehension. 

§ 25.3 Admission to the GAO building. 
A person may be admitted to the 

GAO Building after presentation of per-
sonal identification to conduct lawful 
business with GAO, its employees, or 
other tenants of the GAO Building and 
for any other purposes authorized by 
the Comptroller General or his des-
ignee. During normal working hours, 
the GAO Building shall be open to the 
public unless specific circumstances re-
quire it to be closed to the public to en-
sure the orderly conduct of government 
business. Outside of normal working 
hours, the GAO Building shall be closed 
to the public unless the Comptroller 
General or his designee has approved 
the after-normal-working-hours use of 
the Building or portions thereof. When 
the Building, or a portion thereof, is 
closed to the public, admission will be 
restricted to authorized persons who 
shall register upon entry and exit, and 
shall, when requested, display govern-
ment or other identifying credentials 
to the guards, security staff, or other 
authorized individuals. Failure to com-
ply with such a request is a violation of 
these regulations. 

§ 25.4 Preservation of property. 
The improper disposal of rubbish in 

the GAO Building or on its grounds, 

the willful destruction of or damage to 
the GAO Building or to its grounds or 
fixtures, the theft of property, the cre-
ation of any hazard to persons or 
things in the GAO Building or on its 
grounds, the throwing of articles of 
any kind from or at the GAO Building, 
or the climbing on any part of the GAO 
Building, is prohibited. 

§ 25.5 Conformity with signs and direc-
tions. 

Persons in the GAO Building or on its 
grounds shall at all times comply with 
official signs of a prohibitory, regu-
latory, or directory nature and with 
the direction of the guards, security 
staff, or other authorized individuals. 

§ 25.6 Disturbances. 

Loitering, disorderly conduct, or 
other conduct in the GAO Building or 
on its grounds which creates loud or 
unusual noise or a nuisance; which un-
reasonably obstructs the usual use of 
entrances, foyers, lobbies, corridors, of-
fices, elevators, escalators, stairways, 
or parking areas; which otherwise im-
pedes or disrupts the performance of of-
ficial duties by government employees; 
or which prevents the general public 
from obtaining the administrative 
services provided in the GAO Building 
in a timely manner, is prohibited. 

§ 25.7 Gambling. 

Participating in games for money or 
other personal property or operating 
gambling devices, conducting a lottery 
or pool, or selling or purchasing num-
bers tickets in the GAO Building or on 
its grounds is prohibited. This prohibi-
tion shall not apply to the vending or 
exchange of chances by licensed blind 
operators of vending facilities for any 
lottery set forth in a law of the Dis-
trict of Columbia and conducted by the 
District of Columbia and authorized by 
section 2(a)(5) of the Randolph- 
Sheppard Act (20 U.S.C. 107, et seq.). 

§ 25.8 Alcoholic beverages and nar-
cotics. 

Operating a motor vehicle while in 
the GAO Building, its grounds or on its 
entry ramps by a person under the in-
fluence of alcoholic beverages, narcotic 
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drugs, hallucinogens, marijuana, bar-
biturates, or amphetamines is prohib-
ited. It is prohibited for anyone to 
enter or be in the GAO Building or to 
be on its grounds while under the influ-
ence of, or using, possessing, selling or 
distributing any narcotic drug, 
hallucinogen, marijuana, barbiturate, 
or amphetamine. This prohibition shall 
not apply in cases where the drug is 
being used as prescribed for a patient 
by a licensed physician. It is prohibited 
for anyone to enter the GAO Building 
or its grounds, or be on the premises 
while under the influence of alcoholic 
beverages. The use of alcoholic bev-
erages in the GAO Building is prohib-
ited except when specifically author-
ized by the Comptroller General or his 
designee for a particular event. The 
Comptroller General or his designee 
shall be advised of such events and 
shall inform the guards and other secu-
rity staff of the time and precise loca-
tions of these events. 

§ 25.9 Soliciting, vending, and debt col-
lection. 

Soliciting alms, commercial or polit-
ical soliciting, and vending of all 
kinds, displaying or distributing com-
mercial advertising, or collecting pri-
vate debts in the GAO Building is pro-
hibited. This rule does not apply to: 

(a) National or local drives for funds 
for welfare, health, or other purposes 
as authorized by the ‘‘Manual on Fund 
Raising Within the Federal Service,’’ 
issued by the U.S. Office of Personnel 
Management; 

(b) Concessions or personal notices 
posted by employees on authorized bul-
letin boards; 

(c) Solicitation of labor organization 
membership or dues authorized by oc-
cupant agencies under the Civil Service 
Reform Act of 1978 (Pub. L. 95–454) or 
the General Accounting Office Per-
sonnel Act of 1980, Public Law 96–191 (31 
U.S.C. sec. 732(e)); 

(d) Occupants of space leased for 
commercial purposes, or made avail-
able for cultural, educational, or rec-
reational use under section 1 of Public 
Law 100–545, October 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 
2727, 2728 (31 U.S.C. 782). 

§ 25.10 Posting and distributing mate-
rials. 

Posting or affixing materials, such as 
pamphlets, handbills or flyers, on bul-
letin boards or elsewhere in the GAO 
Building or on its grounds is prohib-
ited, except as authorized by these 
rules and regulations or when such dis-
plays are conducted as part of author-
ized government activities. Distribu-
tion of materials, such as pamphlets, 
handbills or flyers is prohibited, unless 
conducted as part of authorized govern-
ment activities. Any person or organi-
zation proposing to post or distribute 
materials in any part of the GAO 
Building or on its grounds shall first 
obtain a permit from the Comptroller 
General or his designee and shall con-
duct the posting or distribution in ac-
cordance with the guidelines provided 
by the Comptroller General or his des-
ignee. Failure to comply with those 
guidelines is a violation of these regu-
lations. 

§ 25.11 Photographs for news, adver-
tising, or commercial purposes. 

Photographs may be taken in the 
GAO Building only with the approval 
or authorization of the Comptroller 
General or his designee. 

§ 25.12 Dogs and other animals. 
Dogs and other animals, except see-

ing eye dogs or other guide dogs, shall 
not be brought into the GAO Building 
or on its grounds for other than official 
purposes. 

§ 25.13 Vehicular and pedestrian traf-
fic. 

(a) Drivers of all vehicles entering, 
leaving or while on GAO property or in 
the GAO Building shall drive in a care-
ful and safe manner at all times and 
shall comply with all posted traffic 
signs and with the signals and direc-
tions of the guards, security staff, or 
other authorized individuals; 

(b) The blocking of entrances, drive-
ways, walks, loading platforms or fire 
hydrants on GAO property is prohib-
ited; and 

(c) Except in emergencies, parking on 
GAO property or in the GAO Building 
is not allowed without a permit. Park-
ing in unauthorized locations or in lo-
cations reserved for other persons, or 
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parking contrary to the direction of 
posted signs or instructions of guards 
is prohibited. Vehicles parked in viola-
tion of posted restrictions or warning 
signs shall be subject to removal at the 
owners’ risk and expense. 

(d) The Comptroller General or his 
designee may supplement this para-
graph from time to time by issuing and 
posting such specific traffic directives 
as may be required. When issued and 
posted, such directives shall have the 
same force and effect as if made a part 
hereof. Proof that a motor vehicle was 
parked in violation of these regulations 
or directives may be taken as prima 
facie evidence that the registered 
owner was responsible for the viola-
tion. 

§ 25.14 Weapons and explosives. 

No person while entering or in the 
GAO Building or on its grounds shall 
carry or possess firearms, other dan-
gerous or deadly weapons, explosives or 
items intended to be used to fabricate 
an explosive or incendiary device, ei-
ther openly or concealed, except for of-
ficial purposes. 

§ 25.15 Nondiscrimination. 

There shall be no discrimination by 
segregation or otherwise against any 
person or persons because of race, 
creed, sex, color, or national origin in 
furnishing or by refusing to furnish the 
use of any facility of a public nature, 
including all services, privileges, ac-
commodations and activities provided 
in the GAO Building. 

§ 25.16 Penalties. 

Whoever shall be found guilty of vio-
lating any rule or regulation governing 
the GAO Building is subject to a fine of 
not more than $500, or imprisonment 
for not more than 6 months, or both. 
Nothing in these rules and regulations 
shall be construed to abrogate any 
other Federal laws applicable to the 
GAO Building. 

PART 27—GOVERNMENT AC-
COUNTABILITY OFFICE PER-
SONNEL APPEALS BOARD; OR-
GANIZATION 

Sec. 
27.1 The Board. 
27.2 The Chair, Vice Chair. 
27.3 The General Counsel. 

AUTHORITY: 31 U.S.C. 753. 

SOURCE: 58 FR 61992, Nov. 23, 1993, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 27.1 The Board. 
The Government Accountability Of-

fice Personnel Appeals Board, herein-
after the Board, is composed of five 
members appointed by the Comptroller 
General, in accordance with the provi-
sions of 31 U.S.C. 751. For purposes of 
the regulations in this part and 4 CFR 
part 28, a simple majority of the Board 
shall constitute a quorum and a major-
ity of a quorum may act for the Board. 
The Board may designate a panel of its 
members or an individual Board mem-
ber to take any action within the scope 
of the Board’s authority, subject to 
later review by the Board. 

[64 FR 15125, Mar. 30, 1999, as amended at 68 
FR 69297, Dec. 12, 2003] 

§ 27.2 The Chair, Vice Chair. 
The members of the Board shall se-

lect from among its membership a 
Chairperson, hereinafter the Chair, 
who shall serve as the chief executive 
and administrative officer of the 
Board. The Members of the Board may 
select from among its membership a 
Vice Chairperson, hereinafter the Vice 
Chair, who shall serve in the absence of 
the Chair and in other matters dele-
gated by the Chair. 

§ 27.3 The General Counsel. 
The Chair shall select an individual 

and the Comptroller General shall ap-
point the individual selected by the 
Chair to serve as the General Counsel 
of the Board. The General Counsel, at 
the request of the Board, shall inves-
tigate matters under the jurisdiction of 
the Board, and otherwise assist the 
Board in carrying out its functions. 

[58 FR 61992, Nov. 23, 1993, as amended at 68 
FR 69297, Dec. 12, 2003] 
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