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related to the initial grant award on
their merits.

(c) We must receive a request for re-
consideration under this section within
60 days of the date of the notice of the
decision for which reconsideration is
requested.

(d) Requests for reconsideration
should be directed to: Director, Grants
Program Office, U.S. Fire Administra-
tion, FEMA, 500 C Street, SW., Room
330, Washington, DC 20472.
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§153.1 Purpose.

This part implements the 9/11 Heroes
Stamp Act of 2001 (‘““Heroes Stamp
Act’’), Public Law 107-67, 115 Stat. 514
(2001), which authorizes the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) to establish a program to pro-
vide assistance to emergency relief per-
sonnel killed or permanently disabled
while serving in the line of duty in con-
nection with the terrorist attacks
against the United States on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and their families.

§153.2 Eligibility definitions and re-
quirements.

(a) Eligible claimants. The term eligible
claimants shall mean emergency relief
personnel acting in their official capac-
ity who were Killed or permanently
physically disabled in the line of duty
while serving at the World Trade Cen-
ter, Pentagon, or Shanksville, Pennsyl-
vania site in connection with the ter-
rorist attacks against the United
States on September 11, 2001.

§153.3

(b) Emergency relief personnel. The
term emergency relief personnel shall
mean those individuals serving at the
World Trade Center, Pentagon, or
Shanksville, Pennsylvania site in con-
nection with the terrorist attacks
against the United States on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, who were firefighters,
law enforcement officers, paramedics,
emergency medical technicians, mem-
bers of the clergy, or other individuals
(including employees of legally orga-
nized and recognized volunteer organi-
zations, whether compensated or not)
who, in the course of professional du-
ties, respond to fire, medical, haz-
ardous material, or other similar emer-
gencies.

(©) In the line of duty. The term in the
line of duty shall mean emergency re-
lief personnel were serving in their of-
ficial capacity at the World Trade Cen-
ter, Pentagon, or Shanksville, Pennsyl-
vania site in connection with the ter-
rorist attacks against the United
States on September 11, 2001, during
the period of time of and extending for
96 hours after the crashes resulting
from the terrorist attacks.

(d) Permanently physically disabled.
The term permanently physically dis-
abled shall mean an individual with a
significant and nontemporary physical
impairment. In order to make these de-
terminations, FEMA will rely on a de-
termination by an appropriate private
entity, Federal, State, or local agency.

§153.3 Other definitions.

Appeal means a written explanation
of the applicant’s basis to contest
FEMA'’s eligibility determination. The
appeal shall not exceed 15 pages, exclu-
sive of supporting documentation.

Heroes Stamp Act or the Act means the
9/11 Heroes Stamp Act of 2001, section
652 of Public Law 107-67, 115 Stat. 514
(2001).

Personal representative means the in-
dividual determined to be the personal
representative under §153.4.

Special Master means the individual
appointed on November 26, 2001, by the
Attorney General of the United States
to administer The September 11th Vic-
tim Compensation Fund of 2001. See 28
CFR part 101.
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§153.4

§153.4 Personal representative.

(@) In general. A personal representa-
tive will be recognized by FEMA as fol-
lows:

(1) An individual appointed by a
court of competent jurisdiction as the
personal representative of the decedent
or as the executor or administrator of
the decedent’s will or estate.

(2) In the event that no personal rep-
resentative or executor or adminis-
trator has been appointed by any court
of competent jurisdiction, and such
issue is not the subject of pending liti-
gation or other dispute, then the per-
sonal representative selected by the
Special Master will be recognized as
the personal representative for the pur-
poses of compensation under the He-
roes Stamp Act.

(3) In the event that no personal rep-
resentative or executor or adminis-
trator has been appointed by any court
of competent jurisdiction, such issues
are not the subject of pending litiga-
tion or other dispute and the Special
Master did not select a personal rep-
resentative, FEMA, may, in its discre-
tion, determine whether to recognize
any individual or entity as a personal
representative and the identity of the
personal representative.

(b) Disputes regarding personal rep-
resentative. FEMA shall not be required
to arbitrate, litigate, or otherwise re-
solve any dispute as to the identity of
the personal representative. In the
event of a dispute over the appropriate
personal representative, FEMA may
suspend adjudication of the claim or if
sufficient information is provided, au-
thorize payment, but place any pay-
ment in escrow until the dispute is re-
solved either by agreement of the dis-
puting parties or by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction.

§153.5 Application process.

(a) Only an eligible claimant may file
an application for assistance under this
part. An application must be submitted
on the 9/11 Heroes Stamp Act of 2001
Eligibility and Application for Benefits
form (FEMA Form 75-14, OMB No. 1660-
0091). Only one application may be sub-
mitted for each eligible claimant.
FEMA will review the applications to
determine whether applicants are eligi-
ble claimants. After FEMA has evalu-
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ated the application and supporting
materials, FEMA will issue and provide
each applicant with a copy of FEMA'’s
eligibility determination of that appli-
cant.

(b) Application forms are available
from FEMA upon request. They may be
obtained through the mail, or by tele-
phone request. The application form
may also be downloaded from the
Internet at http://www.usfa.fema.gov.

(c) Applications must be sent to He-
roes Stamp, USFA, NETC, 16825 South
Seton Avenue, Emmitsburg, MD 21727.
Applications submitted by facsimile or
e-mail will not be accepted.

(d) An application is deemed filed on
the date it is received by FEMA.

§153.6 Deadline for filing an applica-
tion.

The deadline for filing an application
will be announced through publication
of a notice in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

§153.7 Distribution of funds.

(a) FEMA will not distribute funds
until FEMA has made eligibility deter-
minations on all applications under
§153.5.

(b) The amount of assistance granted
under the Act is within FEMA'’s discre-
tion. FEMA will distribute funds equal-
ly, to the extent feasible, among eligi-
ble claimants until the fund has been
liguidated. FEMA will not differentiate
in making the amount of the award,
between those eligible claimants who
were Killed or those eligible claimants
who were permanently physically dis-
abled while serving in the line of duty
in connection with the terrorist at-
tacks against the United States on
September 11, 2001.

(c) FEMA will notify each individual
it determines to be eligible for assist-
ance under the Heroes Stamp Act of its
intent to make a distribution, and of
an estimated amount of the initial dis-
tribution. This notification will be
made through the United States mail.

(d) FEMA may make multiple dis-
tributions. Once all appeals have been
settled, FEMA will further distribute
to eligible claimants any monies that
were set-aside for applicants who are
determined not to be eligible claim-
ants.
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§153.8 Appeal.

(a) An applicant may appeal a deter-
mination made by FEMA that the ap-
plicant is not eligible to participate in
the distribution of funds. An applicant
may not appeal the amount of the
award.

(b) The applicant must submit a no-
tice of his/her intent to appeal to
FEMA'’s Appeals Specialist within 15
calendar days of the date of the
issuance of FEMA'’s determination of
eligibility. The notice of intention to
appeal must be sent to: Appeals Spe-
cialist, Office of Dispute Resolution,
Heroes Stamp, USFA, NETC, 16825
South Seton Avenue, Emmitsburg, MD
21727. A notice of intention to appeal
submitted by facsimile or e-mail will
not be accepted. The applicant must
submit, along with the notice of ap-
peal, a brief statement explaining why
the applicant believes the determina-
tion regarding the application was in-
correct. The notice of intention to ap-
peal is deemed filed on the date it is re-
ceived by FEMA.

(c) The applicant must file an appeal
within 60 calendar days of the date of

§153.9

the issuance of FEMA'’s determination.
An appeal shall mean a written expla-
nation of the applicant’s basis to con-
test FEMA's eligibility determination.
The appeal shall not exceed 15 pages,
exclusive of supporting documentation.
The appeal must be sent to: Appeals
Specialist, Office of Dispute Resolu-
tion, Heroes Stamp, USFA, NETC, 16825
South Seton Avenue, Emmitsburg, MD
21727. Appeals submitted by facsimile
or e-mail will not be accepted. All sup-
porting documentation must be sub-
mitted with the appeal. The appeal is
deemed filed on the date it is received
by FEMA.

(d) FEMA'’s decision on the appeal
will constitute the final agency deci-
sion on the matter.

§153.9 Subrogation.

No person or entity having paid other
benefits or compensation to or on be-
half of an eligible claimant shall have
any right of recovery, whether through
subrogation or otherwise, against the
compensation paid by the Fund.

PARTS 154-199 [RESERVED]
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