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Federal Communications Commission § 2.403 

Class of station Identification, other than assigned call sign 

Land mobile: Domestic public and rural radio Special mobile unit designation assigned by licensee or by assigned telephone 
number. 

Land mobile: Railroad radio service ................ Name of railroad, train number, caboose number, engine number, or name of 
fixed wayside station or such other number or name as may be specified for 
use of railroad employees to identify a specific fixed point or mobile unit. A 
railroad’s abbreviated name or initial letters may be used where such are in 
general usage. Unit designators may be used in addition to the station identi-
fication to identify an individual unit or transmitter of a base station. 

Land mobile: Broadcasting (remote pickup) .... Identification of associated broadcasting station. 
Broadcasting (Emergency Broadcast System) State and operational area identification. 
Broadcasting (aural STL and intercity relay) ... Call sign of the broadcasting station with which it is associated. 
Broadcasting (television auxiliary) ................... Call sign of the TV broadcasting station with which it is licensed as an auxiliary, 

or call sign of the TV broadcasting station whose signals are being relayed, or 
by network identification. 

Broadcasting (television booster). ................... Retransmission of the call sign of the primary station. 
Disaster station ................................................ By radiotelephony: Name, location, or other designation of station when same 

as that of an associated station in some other service. Two or more separate 
units of a station operated at different locations are separately identified by 
the addition of a unit name, number, or other designation at the end of its au-
thorized means of identification. 

(b) Digital selective calls will be au-
thorized by the Commission and will be 
formed by groups of numbers (0 
through 9), however, the first digit 
must be other than 0, as follows: 

(1) Coast station identification num-
ber: 4 digits. 

(2) Ship station selective call num-
ber: 5 digits. 

(3) Predetermined group of ship sta-
tions: 5 digits. 

(c) Ship stations operating under a 
temporary operating authority shall 
identify by a call sign consisting of the 
letter ‘‘K’’ followed by the vessel’s Fed-
eral or State registration number, or a 
call sign consisting of the letters 
‘‘KUS’’ followed by the vessel’s docu-
mentation number. However, if the ves-
sel has no registration number or docu-
mentation number, the call sign shall 
consist of the name of the vessel and 
the name of the licensee as they appear 
on the station application form. 

[28 FR 12465, Nov. 22, 1963, as amended at 40 
FR 57675, Dec. 11, 1975; 41 FR 44042, Oct. 6, 
1976; 42 FR 31008, June 17, 1977; 44 FR 62284, 
Oct. 30, 1979] 

Subpart E—Distress, Disaster, and 
Emergency Communications 

§ 2.401 Distress messages. 
Each station licensee shall give abso-

lute priority to radiocommunications 
or signals relating to ships or aircraft 
in distress; shall cease all sending on 
frequencies which will interfere with 
hearing a radiocommunication or sig-

nal of distress and except when en-
gaged in answering or aiding the ship 
or aircraft in distress, shall refrain 
from sending any 
radiocommunications or signals until 
there is assurance that no interference 
will be caused with the 
radiocommunications or signals relat-
ing thereto; and shall assist the ship or 
aircraft in distress, so far as possible, 
by complying with its instructions. 

§ 2.402 Control of distress traffic. 

The control of distress traffic is the 
responsibility of the mobile station in 
distress or of the mobile station which, 
by the application of the provisions of 
§ 2.403, has sent the distress call. These 
stations may, however, delegate the 
control of the distress traffic to an-
other station. 

§ 2.403 Retransmission of distress mes-
sage. 

Any station which becomes aware 
that a mobile station is in distress may 
transmit the distress message in the 
following cases: 

(a) When the station in distress is not 
itself in a position to transmit the 
message. 

(b) In the case of mobile stations, 
when the master or the person in 
charge of the ship, aircraft, or other 
vehicles carrying the station which in-
tervenes believes that further help is 
necessary. 
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(c) In the case of other stations, when 
directed to do so by the station in con-
trol of distress traffic or when it has 
reason to believe that a distress call 
which it has intercepted has not been 
received by any station in a position to 
render aid. 

§ 2.404 Resumption of operation after 
distress. 

No station having been notified to 
cease operation shall resume operation 
on frequency or frequencies which may 
cause interference until notified by the 
station issuing the original notice that 
the station involved will not interfere 
with distress traffic as it is then being 
routed or until the receipt of a general 
notice that the need for handling dis-
tress traffic no longer exists. 

§ 2.405 Operation during emergency. 

The licensee of any station (except 
amateur, standard broadcast, FM 
broadcast, noncommercial educational 
FM broadcast, or television broadcast) 
may, during a period of emergency in 
which normal communication facilities 
are disrupted as a result of hurricane, 
flood, earthquake, or similar disaster, 
utilize such station for emergency 
communication service in commu-
nicating in a manner other than that 
specified in the instrument of author-
ization: Provided: 

(a) That as soon as possible after the 
beginning of such emergency use, no-
tice be sent to the Commission at 
Washington, D.C., and to the Engineer 
in Charge of the district in which the 
station is located, stating the nature of 
the emergency and the use to which 
the station is being put, and 

(b) That the emergency use of the 
station shall be discontinued as soon as 
substantially normal communication 
facilities are again available, and 

(c) That the Commission at Wash-
ington, D.C., and the Engineer in 
Charge shall be notified immediately 
when such special use of the station is 
terminated: Provided further, 

(d) That in no event shall any station 
engage in emergency transmission on 
frequencies other than, or with power 
in excess of, that specified in the in-
strument of authorization or as other-
wise expressly provided by the Com-

mission, or by law: And provided fur-
ther, 

(e) That any such emergency commu-
nication undertaken under this section 
shall terminate upon order of the Com-
mission. 

NOTE: Part 73 of this chapter contains pro-
visions governing emergency operation of 
standard, FM, noncommercial educational 
FM, and television broadcast stations. Part 
97 of this chapter contains such provisions 
for amateur stations. 

[28 FR 13785, Dec. 18, 1963] 

§ 2.406 National defense; free service. 

Any common carrier subject to the 
Communications Act may render to 
any agency of the United States Gov-
ernment free service in connection 
with the preparation for the national 
defense. Every such carrier rendering 
any such free service shall make and 
file, in duplicate, with the Commission, 
on or before the 31st day of July and on 
or before the 31st day of January in 
each year, reports covering the periods 
of 6 months ending on the 30th day of 
June and the 31st day of December, re-
spectively, next prior to said dates. 
These reports shall show the names of 
the agencies to which free service was 
rendered pursuant to this rule, the gen-
eral character of the communications 
handled for each agency, and the 
charges in dollars which would have ac-
crued to the carrier for such service 
rendered to each agency if charges for 
all such communications had been col-
lected at the published tariff rates. 

§ 2.407 National defense; emergency 
authorization. 

The Federal Communications Com-
mission may authorize the licensee of 
any radio station during a period of na-
tional emergency to operate its facili-
ties upon such frequencies, with such 
power and points of communication, 
and in such a manner beyond that spec-
ified in the station license as may be 
requested by the Army, Navy, or Air 
Force. 

Subparts F–G [Reserved] 
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