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(1) In any proceeding under this chap-
ter, a public document or entry there-
in, when admissible for any purpose, 
may be evidenced by an official publi-
cation, or by a copy properly certified 
under the Convention. To be properly 
certified, the copy must be accom-
panied by a certificate in the form dic-
tated by the Convention. This certifi-
cate must be signed by a foreign officer 
so authorized by the signatory country, 
and it must certify (i) the authenticity 
of the signature of the person signing 
the document; (ii) the capacity in 
which that person acted, and (iii) 
where appropriate, the identity of the 
seal or stamp which the document 
bears. 

(2) No certification is needed from an 
officer in the Foreign Service of public 
documents. 

(3) In accordance with the Conven-
tion, the following are deemed to be 
public documents: 

(i) Documents emanating from an au-
thority or an official connected with 
the courts of tribunals of the state, in-
cluding those emanating from a public 
prosecutor, a clerk of a court or a proc-
ess server; 

(ii) Administrative documents; 
(iii) Notarial acts; and 
(iv) Official certificates which are 

placed on documents signed by persons 
in their private capacity, such as offi-
cial certificates recording the registra-
tion of a document or the fact that it 
was in existence on a certain date, and 
official and notarial authentication of 
signatures. 

(4) In accordance with the Conven-
tion, the following are deemed not to 
be public documents, and thus are sub-
ject to the more stringent require-
ments of § 1287.6(b) above: 

(i) Documents executed by diplo-
matic or consular agents; and 

(ii) Administrative documents deal-
ing directly with commercial or cus-
toms operations. 

(d) Canada. In any proceedings under 
this chapter, an official record or entry 
therein, issued by a Canadian govern-
mental entity within the geographical 
boundaries of Canada, when admissible 
for any purpose, shall be evidenced by 
a certified copy of the original record 
attested by the official having legal 

custody of the record or by an author-
ized deputy. 

[50 FR 37834, Sept. 18, 1985, as amended at 54 
FR 39337, Sept. 26, 1989; 54 FR 48851, Nov. 28, 
1989] 

PART 1292—REPRESENTATION AND 
APPEARANCES 
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representatives; roster. 
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AUTHORITY: 8 U.S.C. 1103, 1252b, 1362. 

SOURCE: Duplicated from part 292 at 68 FR 
9845, Feb. 28, 2003. 

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
part 1292 appear at 68 FR 9846, Feb. 28, 2003, 
and 68 FR 10360, Mar. 5, 2003. 

§ 1292.1 Representation of others. 

(a) A person entitled to representa-
tion may be represented by any of the 
following: 

(1) Attorneys in the United States. Any 
attorney as defined in § 1001.1(f) of this 
chapter. 

(2) Law students and law graduates not 
yet admitted to the bar. A law student 
who is enrolled in an accredited law 
school, or a law graduate who is not 
yet admitted to the bar, provided that: 

(i) He or she is appearing at the re-
quest of the person entitled to rep-
resentation; 

(ii) In the case of a law student, he or 
she has filed a statement that he or she 
is participating, under the direct super-
vision of a faculty member, licensed at-
torney, or accredited representative, in 
a legal aid program or clinic conducted 
by a law school or non-profit organiza-
tion, and that he or she is appearing 
without direct or indirect remunera-
tion from the alien he or she rep-
resents; 

(iii) In the case of a law graduate, he 
or she has filed a statement that he or 
she is appearing under the supervision 
of a licensed attorney or accredited 
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representative and that he or she is ap-
pearing without direct or indirect re-
muneration from the alien he or she 
represents; and 

(iv) The law student’s or law grad-
uate’s appearance is permitted by the 
official before whom he or she wishes 
to appear (namely an immigration 
judge, district director, officer-in- 
charge, regional director, the Commis-
sioner, or the Board). The official or of-
ficials may require that a law student 
be accompanied by the supervising fac-
ulty member, attorney, or accredited 
representative. 

(3) Reputable individuals. Any rep-
utable individual of good moral char-
acter, provided that: 

(i) He is appearing on an individual 
case basis, at the request of the person 
entitled to representation; 

(ii) He is appearing without direct or 
indirect renumeration and files a writ-
ten declaration to that effect; 

(iii) He has a pre-existing relation-
ship or connection with the person en-
titled to representation (e.g., as a rel-
ative, neighbor, clergyman, business 
associate or personal friend), provided 
that such requirement may be waived, 
as a matter of administrative discre-
tion, in cases where adequate represen-
tation would not otherwise be avail-
able; and 

(iv) His appearance is permitted by 
the official before whom he wished to 
appear (namely, a special inquiry offi-
cer, district director, officer-in-charge, 
regional commissioner, the Commis-
sioner, or the Board), provided that 
such permission shall not be granted 
with respect to any individual who reg-
ularly engages in immigration and nat-
uralization practice or preparation, or 
holds himself out to the public as 
qualified to do so. 

(4) Accredited representatives. A person 
representing an organization described 
in § 1292.2 of this chapter who has been 
accredited by the Board. 

(5) Accredited officials. An accredited 
official, in the United States, of the 
government to which an alien owes al-
legiance, if the official appears solely 
in his official capacity and with the 
alien’s consent. 

(6) Attorneys outside the United 
States. An attorney other than one de-
scribed in § 1001.1(f) of this chapter who 

is licensed to practice law and is in 
good standing in a court of general ju-
risdiction of the country in which he/ 
she resides and who is engaged in such 
practice. Provided that he/she rep-
resents persons only in matters outside 
the geographical confines of the United 
States as defined in section 101(a)(38) of 
the Act, and that the Service official 
before whom he/she wishes to appear 
allows such representation as a matter 
of discretion. 

(b) Persons formerly authorized to prac-
tice. A person, other than a representa-
tive of an organization described in 
§ 1292.2 of this chapter, who on Decem-
ber 23, 1952, was authorized to practice 
before the Board and the Service may 
continue to act as a representative, 
subject to the provisions of § 1292.3 of 
this chapter. 

(c) Former employees. No person pre-
viously employed by the Department of 
Justice shall be permitted to act as a 
representative in any case in violation 
of the provisions of 28 CFR 45.735–7. 

(d) Amicus curiae. The Board may 
grant permission to appear, on a case- 
by-case basis, as amicus curiae, to an 
attorney or to an organization rep-
resented by an attorney, if the public 
interest will be served thereby. 

(e) Except as set forth in this section, 
no other person or persons shall rep-
resent others in any case. 

[40 FR 23271, May 29. 1975, as amended at 53 
FR 7728, Mar. 10, 1988; 55 FR 49251, Nov. 27, 
1990; 61 FR 53610, Oct. 15, 1996; 62 FR 23635, 
May 1, 1997] 

§ 1292.2 Organizations qualified for 
recognition; requests for recogni-
tion; withdrawal of recognition; ac-
creditation of representatives; ros-
ter. 

(a) Qualifications of organizations. A 
non-profit religious, charitable, social 
service, or similar organization estab-
lished in the United States and recog-
nized as such by the Board may des-
ignate a representative or representa-
tives to practice before the Service 
alone or the Service and the Board (in-
cluding practice before the Immigra-
tion Court). Such organization must 
establish to the satisfaction of the 
Board that: 
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