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live fish, fertilized eggs, or gametes in
the facility;

(v) The holding facility must comply
with all applicable local, State and
Federal requirements for environ-
mental quality.

(vi) The holding facility must comply
with any additional requirements that
may be imposed by the Administrator
for a particular shipment if necessary
to prevent the dissemination of dis-
ease.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579-0301)

[71 FR 51435, Aug. 30, 2006; 71 FR 54552, Sept.
15, 2006]

§93.902 Ports designated for the im-
portation of live fish, fertilized
eggs, and gametes.

(@) The following ports are des-
ignated as ports of entry for live fish,
fertilized eggs, and gametes of SVC-
susceptible species imported under this
subpart:

(1) Air and ocean ports. Los Angeles
and San Francisco, CA; Miami and
Tampa, FL; Atlanta, GA; Honolulu, HI;
Chicago, IL; Boston, MA; Newark, NJ;
New York, NY; Portland, OR; Dallas-
Ft. Worth, TX; and San Juan, PR.

(2) Canadian border ports. Detroit, MI;
Buffalo-Niagara, NY; and Blaine and
Seattle, WA.

(3) Mexican border ports. Otay Mesa,
CA.

(b) Designation of other ports. Other
ports may be designated by the Admin-
istrator in specific cases with the con-
currence of the Secretary of the De-
partment of Homeland Security.

§93.903 Import permits for live fish,
fertilized eggs, and gametes.

(@) Live fish, fertilized eggs, or
gametes of SVC-susceptible species im-
ported into the United States must be
accompanied by an import permit
issued by APHIS and must be imported
within 30 days after the proposed date
of arrival stated in the import permit.

(b) An application for an import per-
mit must be submitted for each ship-
ment of live fish, fertilized eggs, or
gametes of SVC-susceptible species to
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, Veterinary Services, Na-
tional Center for Import and Export,
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4700 River Road Unit 38, Riverdale, MD
20737-1231. Application forms for im-
port permits may be obtained from this
address.

(c) A completed application shall in-
clude the following information:

(1) The name and address of the per-
son intending to export live fish, fer-
tilized eggs, or gametes of SVC-suscep-
tible species to the United States;

(2) The proposed date of shipment to
the United States;

(3) The name and address of the per-
son intending to import live fish, fer-
tilized eggs, or gametes of SVC-suscep-
tible species into the United States;

(4) The species and number of live
fish, fertilized eggs, or gametes of SVC-
susceptible species to be imported into
the United States;

(5) The purpose of the importation;

(6) The port of embarkation;

(7) The mode of transportation;

(8) The route of travel, including all
carrier stops en route;

(9) The port of entry in the United
States;

(10) The proposed date of arrival in
the United States; and

(11) The name and address of the per-
son to whom the live fish, fertilized
eggs, or gametes of SVC-susceptible
species will be delivered in the United
States.

(d) If APHIS determines that the live
fish, fertilized eggs, or gametes are eli-
gible for importation, APHIS will issue
an import permit indicating the appli-
cable conditions for importation. An
import permit does not guarantee that
any live fish, fertilized eggs, or
gametes will be allowed entry into the
United States; the fish, fertilized eggs,
or gametes will be allowed to enter the
United States only if they meet all ap-
plicable requirements of the permit
and regulations.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579-0301)

§93.904 Health certificate for live fish,
fertilized eggs, and gametes.

(a) General. All live fish, fertilized
eggs, and gametes of SVC-susceptible
species that are imported from any re-
gion of the world must be accompanied
by a health certificate issued by a full-
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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA

time salaried veterinarian of the na-
tional government of the exporting re-
gion, or issued by a certifying official
and endorsed by the competent author-
ity of that country. The health certifi-
cate must be written in English or con-
tain an English translation. The health
certificate will be valid for 30 days
from the date of issuance. The health
certificate for the live fish, fertilized
eggs, or gametes must state that:

(1) The live fish, fertilized eggs, or
gametes were inspected by the veteri-
narian or certifying official who issued
the certificate within 72 hours prior to
shipment, and were found to be free of
any clinical signs of disease consistent
with SVC; and

(2) The live fish, fertilized eggs, or
gametes covered by the health certifi-
cate meet the requirements of this sec-
tion.

(b) Surveillance. The live fish, fer-
tilized eggs, or gametes must meet the
following conditions to be eligible for
importation into the United States:

(1) The live fish, fertilized eggs, or
gametes must originate in a region or
establishment which conducts a sur-
veillance program for SVC under the
supervision of the competent author-
ity.

(2) The region or establishment must
demonstrate  freedom from SVC
through a minimum of 2-years’ contin-
uous health history, supported by lab-
oratory testing by a pathogen detec-
tion facility approved for SVC viral as-
says by the competent authority.

(3) SVC-susceptible fish populations
in the region or establishment must be
tested at least twice annually, with at
least 3 months between the tests and at
times or under environmental condi-
tions that would facilitate the detec-
tion of SVCV if it were present. Sam-
pling procedures must utilize an as-
sumed pathogen prevalence of 2 per-
cent, with a corresponding confidence
level of 95 percent. Samples must be
collected and submitted by a certifying
official or veterinarian recognized by
the competent authority. The standard
screening method for SVC must include
isolation of SVCV in cell culture, using
either the epithelioma papulosum
cyprini (EPC) or fathead minnow
(FHM) cell lines. However, the Admin-
istrator may authorize other assays for

§93.905

SVCV detection in lieu of virus isola-
tion through cell culture, if the Admin-
istrator determines that such assays
provide equivalent assurance of the
SVC status of an exporting region or
establishment. All viral testing results
must be negative.

(c) Shipping containers. All live fish,
fertilized eggs, and gametes must be
shipped to the United States in new
containers or in used containers that
have been cleaned and disinfected in
accordance with this section.

(1) Cleaning and disinfection of ship-
ping containers must take place under
the supervision of the veterinarian or
certifying official who issues the
health certificate.

(2) Cleaning and disinfection must be
sufficient to neutralize any SVC virus
to which shipping containers may have
been exposed. Acceptable disinfection
procedures include individual or com-
bination treatments with: Solutions
having a pH of 12 or higher or 3 or
lower with a contact time of at least 10
minutes; heat at or above 56 °C for at
least 15 minutes; chlorine solutions
having a concentration of at least 500
ppm with a contact time of at least 10
minutes; iodine solutions having a con-
centration of at least 100 ppm with a
contact time of at least 10 minutes; ul-
traviolet exposure (254 nm; min expo-
sure of 10,000 microwatt seconds/cmz2);
or other disinfectants such as Virkon
used according to the manufacturer’s
directions. The Administrator may au-
thorize other procedures if the Admin-
istrator determines they are adequate
to neutralize the SVC virus.

(3) Cleaning and disinfection proto-
cols must be referenced in the health
certificate or in a separate cleaning
and disinfection certificate accom-
panying the shipment to the U.S. port
of entry.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579-0301)

§93.905 Declaration and other docu-
ments for live fish, fertilized eggs,
and gametes.

(a) For all live fish, fertilized eggs,
and gametes offered for importation
under this subpart, the importer or his
or her agent must submit the following
documents to the collector of customs
for use by the port veterinarian:
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