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(iv) Any term, condition, or limita-
tion of any license issued under the 
sections specified in paragraph (b)(1)(i) 
of this section. 

(2) For any violation for which a li-
cense may be revoked under Section 
186 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as 
amended. 

§ 54.43 Criminal penalties. 
(a) Section 223 of the Atomic Energy 

Act of 1954, as amended, provides for 
criminal sanctions for willful viola-
tions of, attempted violation of, or con-
spiracy to violate, any regulation 
issued under sections 161b, 161i, or 161o 
of the Act. For purposes of section 223, 
all the regulations in part 54 are issued 
under one or more of sections 161b, 161i, 
or 161o, except for the sections listed in 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(b) The regulations in part 54 that 
are not issued under Sections 161b, 161i, 
or 161o for the purposes of Section 223 
are as follows: §§ 54.1, 54.3, 54.4, 54.5, 
54.7, 54.9, 54.11, 54.15, 54.17, 54.19, 54.21, 
54.22, 54.23, 54.25, 54.27, 54.29, 54.31, 54.41, 
and 54.43. 

PART 55—OPERATORS’ LICENSES 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

Sec. 
55.1 Purpose. 
55.2 Scope. 
55.3 License requirements. 
55.4 Definitions. 
55.5 Communications. 
55.6 Interpretations. 
55.7 Additional requirements. 
55.8 Information collection requirements: 

OMB approval. 
55.9 Completeness and accuracy of informa-

tion. 

Subpart B—Exemptions 

55.11 Specific exemptions. 
55.13 General exemptions. 

Subpart C—Medical Requirements 

55.21 Medical examination. 
55.23 Certification. 
55.25 Incapacitation because of disability or 

illness. 
55.27 Documentation. 

Subpart D—Applications 

55.31 How to apply. 
55.33 Disposition of an initial application. 

55.35 Re-applications. 

Subpart E—Written Examinations and 
Operating Tests 

55.40 Implementation. 
55.41 Written examination: Operators. 
55.43 Written examination: Senior opera-

tors. 
55.45 Operating tests. 
55.46 Simulation facilities. 
55.47 Waiver of examination and test re-

quirements. 
55.49 Integrity of examinations and tests. 

Subpart F—Licenses 

55.51 Issuance of licenses. 
55.53 Conditions of licenses. 
55.55 Expiration. 
55.57 Renewal of licenses. 
55.59 Requalification. 

Subpart G—Modification and Revocation 
of Licenses 

55.61 Modification and revocation of li-
censes. 

Subpart H—Enforcement 

55.71 Violations. 
55.73 Criminal penalties. 

AUTHORITY: Secs. 107, 161, 182, 68 Stat. 939, 
948, 953, as amended, sec. 234, 83 Stat. 444, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 2137, 2201, 2232, 2282); secs. 
201, as amended, 202, 88 Stat. 1242, as amend-
ed, 1244 (42 U.S.C. 5841, 5842); sec. 1704, 112 
Stat. 2750 (44 U.S.C. 3504 note). 

Sections 55.41, 55.43, 55.45, and 55.59 also 
issued under sec. 306, Pub. L. 97–425, 96 Stat. 
2262 (42 U.S.C. 10226). Section 55.61 also issued 
under secs. 186, 187, 68 Stat. 955 (42 U.S.C. 
2236, 2237). 

SOURCE: 52 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 55.1 Purpose. 

The regulations in this part: 
(a) Establish procedures and criteria 

for the issuance of licenses to operators 
and senior operators of utilization fa-
cilities licensed under the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954, as amended, or Sec-
tion 202 of the Energy Reorganization 
Act of 1974, as amended, and part 50, 
part 52, or part 54 of this chapter, 

(b) Provide for the terms and condi-
tions upon which the Commission will 
issue or modify these licenses, and 
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(c) Provide for the terms and condi-
tions to maintain and renew these li-
censes. 

[52 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, as amended at 72 
FR 49560, Aug. 28, 2007] 

§ 55.2 Scope. 
The regulations in this part apply 

to— 
(a) Any individual who manipulates 

the controls of any utilization facility 
licensed under parts 50, 52, or 54 of this 
chapter, 

(b) Any individual designated by a fa-
cility licensee to be responsible for di-
recting any licensed activity of a li-
censed operator. 

(c) Any facility license. 

[52 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, as amended at 59 
FR 5938, Feb. 9, 1994; 72 FR 49560, Aug. 28, 
2007] 

§ 55.3 License requirements. 
A person must be authorized by a li-

cense issued by the Commission to per-
form the function of an operator or a 
senior operator as defined in this part. 

§ 55.4 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Act means the Atomic Energy Act of 

1954, including any amendments to the 
Act. 

Actively performing the functions of an 
operator or senior operator means that 
an individual has a position on the 
shift crew that requires the individual 
to be licensed as defined in the facili-
ty’s technical specifications, and that 
the individual carries out and is re-
sponsible for the duties covered by that 
position. 

Commission means the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission or its duly author-
ized representatives. 

Controls when used with respect to a 
nuclear reactor means apparatus and 
mechanisms the manipulation of which 
directly affects the reactivity or power 
level of the reactor. 

Facility means any utilization facil-
ity as defined in part 50 of this chapter. 
In cases for which a license is issued 
for operation of two or more facilities, 
facility means all facilities identified in 
the license. 

Facility licensee means an applicant 
for or holder of a license for a facility. 

Licensee means an individual licensed 
operator or senior operator. 

Operator means any individual li-
censed under this part to manipulate a 
control of a facility. 

Performance testing means testing 
conducted to verify a simulation facili-
ty’s performance as compared to actual 
or predicted reference plant perform-
ance. 

Physician means an individual li-
censed by a State or territory of the 
United States, the District of Columbia 
or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
to dispense drugs in the practice of 
medicine. 

Plant-referenced simulator means a 
simulator modeling the systems of the 
reference plant with which the oper-
ator interfaces in the control room, in-
cluding operating consoles, and which 
permits use of the reference plant’s 
procedures. 

Reference plant means the specific nu-
clear power plant from which a simula-
tion facility’s control room configura-
tion, system control arrangement, and 
design data are derived. 

Senior operator means any individual 
licensed under this part to manipulate 
the controls of a facility and to direct 
the licensed activities of licensed oper-
ators. 

Simulation facility means one or more 
of the following components, alone or 
in combination: used for either the par-
tial conduct of operating tests for oper-
ators, senior operators, and license ap-
plicants, or to establish on-the-job 
training and experience prerequisites 
for operator license eligibility: 

(1) A plant-referenced simulator; 
(2) A Commission-approved simulator 

under § 55.46(b); or 
(3) Another simulation device, in-

cluding part-task and limited scope 
simulation devices, approved under 
§ 55.46(b). 

Systems approach to training means a 
training program that includes the fol-
lowing five elements: 

(1) Systematic analysis of the jobs to 
be performed. 

(2) Learning objectives derived from 
the analysis which describe desired per-
formance after training. 

(3) Training design and implementa-
tion based on the learning objectives. 
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(4) Evaluation of trainee mastery of 
the objectives during training. 

(5) Evaluation and revision of the 
training based on the performance of 
trained personnel in the job setting. 

United States, when used in a geo-
graphical sense, includes Puerto Rico 
and all territories and possessions of 
the United States. 

[52 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, as amended at 66 
FR 52667, Oct. 17, 2001] 

§ 55.5 Communications. 
(a) Except as provided under a re-

gional licensing program identified in 
paragraph (b) of this section, an appli-
cant or licensee or facility licensee 
shall submit any communication or re-
port concerning the regulations in this 
part and shall submit any application 
filed under these regulations to the 
Commission as follows: 

(1) By mail addressed to—Director of 
Nuclear Reactor Regulation, U.S. Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission, Wash-
ington, DC 20555, or 

(2) By delivery in person to the NRC’s 
offices at 11555 Rockville Pike, Rock-
ville, Maryland, or 

(3) Where practicable, by electronic 
submission, for example, via Electronic 
Information Exchange, or CD-ROM. 
Electronic submissions must be made 
in a manner that enables the NRC to 
receive, read, authenticate, distribute, 
and archive the submission, and proc-
ess and retrieve it a single page at a 
time. Detailed guidance on making 
electronic submissions can be obtained 
by visiting the NRC’s Web site at http:// 
www.nrc.gov/site-help/e-submittals.html, 
by calling (301) 415–0439, by e-mail to 
EIE@nrc.gov or by writing the Office of 
Information Services, U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, Washington, 
DC 20555–0001. The guidance discusses, 
among other topics, the formats the 
NRC can accept, the use of electronic 
signatures, and the treatment of non-
public information. 

(b)(1) Except for test and research re-
actor facilities, the Director of New 
Reactors or the Director of Nuclear Re-
actor Regulation, as appropriate, has 
delegated to the Regional Administra-
tors of Regions I, II, III, and IV author-
ity and responsibility under the regula-
tions in this part for the issuance and 
renewal of licenses for operators and 

senior operators of nuclear power reac-
tors licensed under 10 CFR part 50 or 
part 52 and located in these regions. 

(2) Any application for a license or li-
cense renewal filed under the regula-
tions in this part involving a nuclear 
power reactor licensed under 10 CFR 
part 50 or part 52 and any related in-
quiry, communication, information, or 
report must be submitted to the Re-
gional Administrator by an appropriate 
method listed in paragraph (a) of this 
section. The Regional Administrator or 
the Administrator’s designee will 
transmit to the Director of New Reac-
tors or the Director of Nuclear Reactor 
Regulation, as appropriate, any matter 
that is not within the scope of the Re-
gional Administrator’s delegated au-
thority. 

(i) If the nuclear power reactor is lo-
cated in Region I, submissions must be 
made to the Regional Administrator of 
Region I. Submissions by mail or hand 
delivery must be addressed to the Ad-
ministrator at U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, 475 Allendale Road, King 
of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406–1415; 
where e-mail is appropriate it should 
be addressed to 
RidsRgn1MailCenter@nrc.gov. 

(ii) If the nuclear power reactor is lo-
cated in Region II, submissions must 
be made to the Regional Administrator 
of Region II. Submissions by mail or 
hand delivery must be addressed to the 
Administrator at U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, Sam Nunn Atlanta 
Federal Center, Suite 23T85, 61 Forsyth 
Street, SW, Atlanta, GA 30303–8931; 
where e-mail is appropriate it should 
be addressed to 
RidsRgn2MailCenter@nrc.gov. 

(iii) If the nuclear power reactor is 
located in Region III, submissions must 
be made to the Regional Administrator 
of Region III. Submissions by mail or 
hand delivery must be addressed to the 
Administrator at U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, 2443 Warrenville 
Road, Suite 210, Lisle, IL 60532–4352; 
where e-mail is appropriate it should 
be addressed to 
RidsRgn3MailCenter@nrc.gov. 

(iv) If the nuclear power reactor is lo-
cated in Region IV, submissions must 
be made to the Regional Administrator 
of Region IV. Submissions by mail or 
hand delivery must be addressed to the 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 11:06 Mar 05, 2008 Jkt 214031 PO 00000 Frm 00160 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\214031.XXX 214031rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

67
 w

ith
 C

F
R



151 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 55.11 

Administrator at U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, 611 Ryan Plaza 
Drive, Suite 1000, Arlington, Texas 
76011–4005; where e-mail is appropriate 
it should be addressed to 
RidsRgn4MailCenter@nrc.gov. 

(3)(i) Any application for a license or 
license renewal filed under the regula-
tions in this part involving a test and 
research reactor facility licensed under 
10 CFR part 50 and any related inquiry, 
communication, information, or report 
must be submitted to the Office of Nu-
clear Reactor Regulation, Division of 
Regulatory Improvement Programs at 
the NRC’s headquarters, by an appro-
priate method listed in paragraph (a) of 
this section. 

(ii) For all test and research reactor 
facilities located in the NRC’s Regions, 
submissions must be made to the Office 
of Nuclear Reactor Regulation, Direc-
tor of the Division of Regulatory Im-
provement Programs at the NRC’s 
headquarters, by an appropriate meth-
od listed in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. 

[52 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, as amended at 53 
FR 6139, Mar. 1, 1988; 53 FR 43421, Oct. 27, 
1988; 55 FR 41335, Oct. 11, 1990; 59 FR 17466, 
Apr. 13, 1994; 61 FR 9902, Mar. 12, 1996; 67 FR 
77653, Dec. 19, 2002; 68 FR 58812, Oct. 10, 2003; 
71 FR 15011, Mar. 27, 2006; 72 FR 49560, Aug. 
28, 2007] 

§ 55.6 Interpretations. 
Except as specifically authorized by 

the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretation of the meaning of the regula-
tions in this part by any officer or em-
ployee of the Commission other than a 
written interpretation by the General 
Counsel will be recognized to be bind-
ing upon the Commission. 

§ 55.7 Additional requirements. 
The Commission may, by rule, regu-

lation, or order, impose upon any li-
censee such requirements, in addition 
to those established in the regulations 
in this part, as it deems appropriate or 
necessary to protect health and to min-
imize danger to life or property. 

§ 55.8 Information collection require-
ments: OMB approval. 

(a) The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion has submitted the information 
collection requirements contained in 

this part to the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) for approval as re-
quired by the Paperwork Reduction 
Act (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). The NRC 
may not conduct or sponsor, and a per-
son is not required to respond to, a col-
lection of information unless it dis-
plays a currently valid OMB control 
number. OMB has approved the infor-
mation collection requirements con-
tained in this part under control num-
ber 3150–0018. 

(b) The approved information collec-
tion requirements contained in this 
part appear in §§ 55.11, 55.25, 55.27, 55.31, 
55.35, 55.40, 55.41, 55.43, 55.45, 55.47, 55.53, 
55.57, and 55.59. 

(c) This part contains information 
collection requirements in addition to 
those approved under the control num-
ber specified in paragraph (a) of this 
section. These information collection 
requirements and the control numbers 
under which they are approved are as 
follows: 

(1) In §§ 55.23, 55.25, 55.27, 55.31, NRC 
Form 396 is approved under control 
number 3150–0024. 

(2) In §§ 55.31, 55.35, 55.47, and 55.57, 
NRC Form 398 is approved under con-
trol number 3150–0090. 

[62 FR 52188, Oct. 6, 1997, as amended at 64 FR 
19878, Apr. 23, 1999; 66 FR 52667, Oct. 17, 2001; 
67 FR 67100, Nov. 4, 2002] 

§ 55.9 Completeness and accuracy of 
information. 

Information provided to the Commis-
sion by an applicant for a license or by 
a licensee or information required by 
statute or by the Commission’s regula-
tions, orders, or license conditions to 
be maintained by the applicant or the 
licensee shall be complete and accurate 
in all material respects. 

[52 FR 49372, Dec. 31, 1987] 

Subpart B—Exemptions 

§ 55.11 Specific exemptions. 
The Commission may, upon applica-

tion by an interested person, or upon 
its own initiative, grant such exemp-
tions from the requirements of the reg-
ulations in this part as it determines 
are authorized by law and will not en-
danger life or property and are other-
wise in the public interest. 
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