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§ 180.740 Are suspension proceedings 
formal? 

(a) Suspension proceedings are con-
ducted in a fair and informal manner. 
The suspending official may use flexi-
ble procedures to allow you to present 
matters in opposition. In so doing, the 
suspending official is not required to 
follow formal rules of evidence or pro-
cedure in creating an official record 
upon which the official will base a final 
suspension decision. 

(b) You as a respondent or your rep-
resentative must submit any documen-
tary evidence you want the suspending 
official to consider. 

§ 180.745 How is fact-finding con-
ducted? 

(a) If fact-finding is conducted— 
(1) You may present witnesses and 

other evidence, and confront any wit-
ness presented; and 

(2) The fact-finder must prepare writ-
ten findings of fact for the record. 

(b) A transcribed record of fact-find-
ing proceedings must be made, unless 
you as a respondent and the Federal 
agency agree to waive it in advance. If 
you want a copy of the transcribed 
record, you may purchase it. 

§ 180.750 What does the suspending of-
ficial consider in deciding whether 
to continue or terminate my sus-
pension? 

(a) The suspending official bases the 
decision on all information contained 
in the official record. The record in-
cludes— 

(1) All information in support of the 
suspending official’s initial decision to 
suspend you; 

(2) Any further information and argu-
ment presented in support of, or oppo-
sition to, the suspension; and 

(3) Any transcribed record of fact- 
finding proceedings. 

(b) The suspending official may refer 
disputed material facts to another offi-
cial for findings of fact. The suspending 
official may reject any resulting find-
ings, in whole or in part, only after 
specifically determining them to be ar-
bitrary, capricious, or clearly erro-
neous. 

§ 180.755 When will I know whether 
the suspension is continued or ter-
minated? 

The suspending official must make a 
written decision whether to continue, 
modify, or terminate your suspension 
within 45 days of closing the official 
record. The official record closes upon 
the suspending official’s receipt of final 
submissions, information and findings 
of fact, if any. The suspending official 
may extend that period for good cause. 

§ 180.760 How long may my suspension 
last? 

(a) If legal or debarment proceedings 
are initiated at the time of, or during 
your suspension, the suspension may 
continue until the conclusion of those 
proceedings. However, if proceedings 
are not initiated, a suspension may not 
exceed 12 months. 

(b) The suspending official may ex-
tend the 12 month limit under para-
graph (a) of this section for an addi-
tional 6 months if an office of a U.S. 
Assistant Attorney General, U.S. At-
torney, or other responsible pros-
ecuting official requests an extension 
in writing. In no event may a suspen-
sion exceed 18 months without initi-
ating proceedings under paragraph (a) 
of this section. 

(c) The suspending official must no-
tify the appropriate officials under 
paragraph (b) of this section of an im-
pending termination of a suspension at 
least 30 days before the 12 month pe-
riod expires to allow the officials an 
opportunity to request an extension. 

Subpart H—Debarment 
§ 180.800 What are the causes for de-

barment? 
A Federal agency may debar a person 

for— 
(a) Conviction of or civil judgment 

for— 
(1) Commission of fraud or a criminal 

offense in connection with obtaining, 
attempting to obtain, or performing a 
public or private agreement or trans-
action; 

(2) Violation of Federal or State anti-
trust statutes, including those pro-
scribing price fixing between competi-
tors, allocation of customers between 
competitors, and bid rigging; 
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(3) Commission of embezzlement, 
theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or 
destruction of records, making false 
statements, tax evasion, receiving sto-
len property, making false claims, or 
obstruction of justice; or 

(4) Commission of any other offense 
indicating a lack of business integrity 
or business honesty that seriously and 
directly affects your present responsi-
bility; 

(b) Violation of the terms of a public 
agreement or transaction so serious as 
to affect the integrity of an agency 
program, such as— 

(1) A willful failure to perform in ac-
cordance with the terms of one or more 
public agreements or transactions; 

(2) A history of failure to perform or 
of unsatisfactory performance of one or 
more public agreements or trans-
actions; or 

(3) A willful violation of a statutory 
or regulatory provision or requirement 
applicable to a public agreement or 
transaction; 

(c) Any of the following causes: 
(1) A nonprocurement debarment by 

any Federal agency taken before Octo-
ber 1, 1988, or a procurement debarment 
by any Federal agency taken pursuant 
to 48 CFR part 9, subpart 9.4, before Au-
gust 25, 1995; 

(2) Knowingly doing business with an 
ineligible person, except as permitted 
under § 180.135; 

(3) Failure to pay a single substantial 
debt, or a number of outstanding debts 
(including disallowed costs and over-
payments, but not including sums owed 
the Federal Government under the In-
ternal Revenue Code) owed to any Fed-
eral agency or instrumentality, pro-
vided the debt is uncontested by the 
debtor or, if contested, provided that 
the debtor’s legal and administrative 
remedies have been exhausted; 

(4) Violation of a material provision 
of a voluntary exclusion agreement en-
tered into under § 180.640 or of any set-
tlement of a debarment or suspension 
action; or 

(5) Violation of the provisions of the 
Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988 (41 
U.S.C. 701); or 

(d) Any other cause of so serious or 
compelling a nature that it affects 
your present responsibility. 

§ 180.805 What notice does the debar-
ring official give me if I am pro-
posed for debarment? 

After consideration of the causes in 
§ 180.800, if the debarring official pro-
poses to debar you, the official sends 
you a Notice of Proposed Debarment, 
pursuant to § 180.615, advising you— 

(a) That the debarring official is con-
sidering debarring you; 

(b) Of the reasons for proposing to 
debar you in terms sufficient to put 
you on notice of the conduct or trans-
actions upon which the proposed debar-
ment is based; 

(c) Of the cause(s) under § 180.800 upon 
which the debarring official relied for 
proposing your debarment; 

(d) Of the applicable provisions of 
this subpart, Subpart F of this part, 
and any other agency procedures gov-
erning debarment; and 

(e) Of the governmentwide effect of a 
debarment from procurement and non-
procurement programs and activities. 

§ 180.810 When does a debarment take 
effect? 

Unlike suspension, a debarment is 
not effective until the debarring offi-
cial issues a decision. The debarring of-
ficial does not issue a decision until 
the respondent has had an opportunity 
to contest the proposed debarment. 

§ 180.815 How may I contest a pro-
posed debarment? 

If you as a respondent wish to con-
test a proposed debarment, you or your 
representative must provide the debar-
ring official with information in oppo-
sition to the proposed debarment. You 
may do this orally or in writing, but 
any information provided orally that 
you consider important must also be 
submitted in writing for the official 
record. 

§ 180.820 How much time do I have to 
contest a proposed debarment? 

(a) As a respondent you or your rep-
resentative must either send, or make 
arrangements to appear and present, 
the information and argument to the 
debarring official within 30 days after 
you receive the Notice of Proposed De-
barment. 
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(b) The Federal agency taking the ac-
tion considers the Notice of Proposed 
Debarment to be received by you— 

(1) When delivered, if the agency 
mails the notice to the last known 
street address, or five days after the 
agency sends it if the letter is undeliv-
erable; 

(2) When sent, if the agency sends the 
notice by facsimile or five days after 
the agency sends it if the facsimile is 
undeliverable; or 

(3) When delivered, if the agency 
sends the notice by e-mail or five days 
after the agency sends it if the e-mail 
is undeliverable. 

§ 180.825 What information must I pro-
vide to the debarring official if I 
contest the proposed debarment? 

(a) In addition to any information 
and argument in opposition, as a re-
spondent your submission to the debar-
ring official must identify— 

(1) Specific facts that contradict the 
statements contained in the Notice of 
Proposed Debarment. Include any in-
formation about any of the factors list-
ed in § 180.860. A general denial is insuf-
ficient to raise a genuine dispute over 
facts material to the debarment; 

(2) All existing, proposed, or prior ex-
clusions under regulations imple-
menting Executive Order 12549 and all 
similar actions taken by Federal, 
State, or local agencies, including ad-
ministrative agreements that affect 
only those agencies; 

(3) All criminal and civil proceedings 
not included in the Notice of Proposed 
Debarment that grew out of facts rel-
evant to the cause(s) stated in the no-
tice; and 

(4) All of your affiliates. 
(b) If you fail to disclose this infor-

mation, or provide false information, 
the Federal agency taking the action 
may seek further criminal, civil or ad-
ministrative action against you, as ap-
propriate. 

§ 180.830 Under what conditions do I 
get an additional opportunity to 
challenge the facts on which the 
proposed debarment is based? 

(a) You as a respondent will not have 
an additional opportunity to challenge 
the facts if the debarring official deter-
mines that— 

(1) Your debarment is based upon a 
conviction or civil judgment; 

(2) Your presentation in opposition 
contains only general denials to infor-
mation contained in the Notice of Pro-
posed Debarment; or 

(3) The issues raised in your presen-
tation in opposition to the proposed de-
barment are not factual in nature, or 
are not material to the debarring offi-
cial’s decision whether to debar. 

(b) You will have an additional op-
portunity to challenge the facts if the 
debarring official determines that— 

(1) The conditions in paragraph (a) of 
this section do not exist; and 

(2) Your presentation in opposition 
raises a genuine dispute over facts ma-
terial to the proposed debarment. 

(c) If you have an opportunity to 
challenge disputed material facts 
under this section, the debarring offi-
cial or designee must conduct addi-
tional proceedings to resolve those 
facts. 

§ 180.835 Are debarment proceedings 
formal? 

(a) Debarment proceedings are con-
ducted in a fair and informal manner. 
The debarring official may use flexible 
procedures to allow you as a respond-
ent to present matters in opposition. In 
so doing, the debarring official is not 
required to follow formal rules of evi-
dence or procedure in creating an offi-
cial record upon which the official will 
base the decision whether to debar. 

(b) You or your representative must 
submit any documentary evidence you 
want the debarring official to consider. 

§ 180.840 How is fact-finding con-
ducted? 

(a) If fact-finding is conducted— 
(1) You may present witnesses and 

other evidence, and confront any wit-
ness presented; and 

(2) The fact-finder must prepare writ-
ten findings of fact for the record. 

(b) A transcribed record of fact-find-
ing proceedings must be made, unless 
you as a respondent and the Federal 
agency agree to waive it in advance. If 
you want a copy of the transcribed 
record, you may purchase it. 
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§ 180.845 What does the debarring offi-
cial consider in deciding whether to 
debar me? 

(a) The debarring official may debar 
you for any of the causes in § 180.800. 
However, the official need not debar 
you even if a cause for debarment ex-
ists. The official may consider the seri-
ousness of your acts or omissions and 
the mitigating or aggravating factors 
set forth at § 180.860. 

(b) The debarring official bases the 
decision on all information contained 
in the official record. The record in-
cludes— 

(1) All information in support of the 
debarring official’s proposed debar-
ment; 

(2) Any further information and argu-
ment presented in support of, or in op-
position to, the proposed debarment; 
and 

(3) Any transcribed record of fact- 
finding proceedings. 

(c) The debarring official may refer 
disputed material facts to another offi-
cial for findings of fact. The debarring 
official may reject any resultant find-
ings, in whole or in part, only after 
specifically determining them to be ar-
bitrary, capricious, or clearly erro-
neous. 

§ 180.850 What is the standard of proof 
in a debarment action? 

(a) In any debarment action, the Fed-
eral agency must establish the cause 
for debarment by a preponderance of 
the evidence. 

(b) If the proposed debarment is 
based upon a conviction or civil judg-
ment, the standard of proof is met. 

§ 180.855 Who has the burden of proof 
in a debarment action? 

(a) The Federal agency has the bur-
den to prove that a cause for debar-
ment exists. 

(b) Once a cause for debarment is es-
tablished, you as a respondent have the 
burden of demonstrating to the satis-
faction of the debarring official that 
you are presently responsible and that 
debarment is not necessary. 

§ 180.860 What factors may influence 
the debarring official’s decision? 

This section lists the mitigating and 
aggravating factors that the debarring 

official may consider in determining 
whether to debar you and the length of 
your debarment period. The debarring 
official may consider other factors if 
appropriate in light of the cir-
cumstances of a particular case. The 
existence or nonexistence of any fac-
tor, such as one of those set forth in 
this section, is not necessarily deter-
minative of your present responsi-
bility. In making a debarment deci-
sion, the debarring official may con-
sider the following factors: 

(a) The actual or potential harm or 
impact that results or may result from 
the wrongdoing. 

(b) The frequency of incidents and/or 
duration of the wrongdoing. 

(c) Whether there is a pattern or 
prior history of wrongdoing. For exam-
ple, if you have been found by another 
Federal agency or a State agency to 
have engaged in wrongdoing similar to 
that found in the debarment action, 
the existence of this fact may be used 
by the debarring official in deter-
mining that you have a pattern or 
prior history of wrongdoing. 

(d) Whether you are or have been ex-
cluded or disqualified by an agency of 
the Federal Government or have not 
been allowed to participate in State or 
local contracts or assistance agree-
ments on a basis of conduct similar to 
one or more of the causes for debar-
ment specified in this part. 

(e) Whether you have entered into an 
administrative agreement with a Fed-
eral agency or a State or local govern-
ment that is not governmentwide but 
is based on conduct similar to one or 
more of the causes for debarment spec-
ified in this part. 

(f) Whether and to what extent you 
planned, initiated, or carried out the 
wrongdoing. 

(g) Whether you have accepted re-
sponsibility for the wrongdoing and 
recognize the seriousness of the mis-
conduct that led to the cause for debar-
ment. 

(h) Whether you have paid or agreed 
to pay all criminal, civil and adminis-
trative liabilities for the improper ac-
tivity, including any investigative or 
administrative costs incurred by the 
government, and have made or agreed 
to make full restitution. 
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(i) Whether you have cooperated fully 
with the government agencies during 
the investigation and any court or ad-
ministrative action. In determining the 
extent of cooperation, the debarring of-
ficial may consider when the coopera-
tion began and whether you disclosed 
all pertinent information known to 
you. 

(j) Whether the wrongdoing was per-
vasive within your organization. 

(k) The kind of positions held by the 
individuals involved in the wrongdoing. 

(l) Whether your organization took 
appropriate corrective action or reme-
dial measures, such as establishing eth-
ics training and implementing pro-
grams to prevent recurrence. 

(m) Whether your principals toler-
ated the offense. 

(n) Whether you brought the activity 
cited as a basis for the debarment to 
the attention of the appropriate gov-
ernment agency in a timely manner. 

(o) Whether you have fully inves-
tigated the circumstances surrounding 
the cause for debarment and, if so, 
made the result of the investigation 
available to the debarring official. 

(p) Whether you had effective stand-
ards of conduct and internal control 
systems in place at the time the ques-
tioned conduct occurred. 

(q) Whether you have taken appro-
priate disciplinary action against the 
individuals responsible for the activity 
which constitutes the cause for debar-
ment. 

(r) Whether you have had adequate 
time to eliminate the circumstances 
within your organization that led to 
the cause for the debarment. 

(s) Other factors that are appropriate 
to the circumstances of a particular 
case. 

§ 180.865 How long may my debarment 
last? 

(a) If the debarring official decides to 
debar you, your period of debarment 
will be based on the seriousness of the 
cause(s) upon which your debarment is 
based. Generally, debarment should not 
exceed three years. However, if cir-
cumstances warrant, the debarring of-
ficial may impose a longer period of de-
barment. 

(b) In determining the period of de-
barment, the debarring official may 

consider the factors in § 180.860. If a 
suspension has preceded your debar-
ment, the debarring official must con-
sider the time you were suspended. 

(c) If the debarment is for a violation 
of the provisions of the Drug-Free 
Workplace Act of 1988, your period of 
debarment may not exceed five years. 

§ 180.870 When do I know if the debar-
ring official debars me? 

(a) The debarring official must make 
a written decision whether to debar 
within 45 days of closing the official 
record. The official record closes upon 
the debarring official’s receipt of final 
submissions, information and findings 
of fact, if any. The debarring official 
may extend that period for good cause. 

(b) The debarring official sends you 
written notice, pursuant to § 180.615 
that the official decided, either— 

(1) Not to debar you; or 
(2) To debar you. In this event, the 

notice: 
(i) Refers to the Notice of Proposed 

Debarment; 
(ii) Specifies the reasons for your de-

barment; 
(iii) States the period of your debar-

ment, including the effective dates; 
and 

(iv) Advises you that your debarment 
is effective for covered transactions 
and contracts that are subject to the 
Federal Acquisition Regulation (48 
CFR chapter 1), throughout the execu-
tive branch of the Federal Government 
unless an agency head or an authorized 
designee grants an exception. 

§ 180.875 May I ask the debarring offi-
cial to reconsider a decision to 
debar me? 

Yes, as a debarred person you may 
ask the debarring official to reconsider 
the debarment decision or to reduce 
the time period or scope of the debar-
ment. However, you must put your re-
quest in writing and support it with 
documentation. 

§ 180.880 What factors may influence 
the debarring official during recon-
sideration? 

The debarring official may reduce or 
terminate your debarment based on— 

(a) Newly discovered material evi-
dence; 
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(b) A reversal of the conviction or 
civil judgment upon which your debar-
ment was based; 

(c) A bona fide change in ownership 
or management; 

(d) Elimination of other causes for 
which the debarment was imposed; or 

(e) Other reasons the debarring offi-
cial finds appropriate. 

§ 180.885 May the debarring official ex-
tend a debarment? 

(a) Yes, the debarring official may 
extend a debarment for an additional 
period, if that official determines that 
an extension is necessary to protect 
the public interest. 

(b) However, the debarring official 
may not extend a debarment solely on 
the basis of the facts and cir-
cumstances upon which the initial de-
barment action was based. 

(c) If the debarring official decides 
that a debarment for an additional pe-
riod is necessary, the debarring official 
must follow the applicable procedures 
in this subpart, and Subpart F of this 
part, to extend the debarment. 

Subpart I—Definitions 

§ 180.900 Adequate evidence. 

Adequate evidence means information 
sufficient to support the reasonable be-
lief that a particular act or omission 
has occurred. 

§ 180.905 Affiliate. 

Persons are affiliates of each other if, 
directly or indirectly, either one con-
trols or has the power to control the 
other or a third person controls or has 
the power to control both. The ways a 
Federal agency may determine control 
include, but are not limited to— 

(a) Interlocking management or own-
ership; 

(b) Identity of interests among fam-
ily members; 

(c) Shared facilities and equipment; 
(d) Common use of employees; or 
(e) A business entity which has been 

organized following the exclusion of a 
person which has the same or similar 
management, ownership, or principal 
employees as the excluded person. 

§ 180.910 Agent or representative. 
Agent or representative means any per-

son who acts on behalf of, or who is au-
thorized to commit a participant in a 
covered transaction. 

§ 180.915 Civil judgment. 
Civil judgment means the disposition 

of a civil action by any court of com-
petent jurisdiction, whether by verdict, 
decision, settlement, stipulation, other 
disposition which creates a civil liabil-
ity for the complained of wrongful 
acts, or a final determination of liabil-
ity under the Program Fraud Civil 
Remedies Act of 1988 (31 U.S.C. 3801– 
3812). 

§ 180.920 Conviction. 

Conviction means— 
(a) A judgment or any other deter-

mination of guilt of a criminal offense 
by any court of competent jurisdiction, 
whether entered upon a verdict or plea, 
including a plea of nolo contendere; or 

(b) Any other resolution that is the 
functional equivalent of a judgment, 
including probation before judgment 
and deferred prosecution. A disposition 
without the participation of the court 
is the functional equivalent of a judg-
ment only if it includes an admission 
of guilt. 

§ 180.925 Debarment. 
Debarment means an action taken by 

a debarring official under Subpart H of 
this part to exclude a person from par-
ticipating in covered transactions and 
transactions covered under the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation (48 CFR chap-
ter 1). A person so excluded is debarred. 

§ 180.930 Debarring official. 
Debarring official means an agency of-

ficial who is authorized to impose de-
barment. A debarring official is ei-
ther— 

(a) The agency head; or 
(b) An official designated by the 

agency head. 

§ 180.935 Disqualified. 
Disqualified means that a person is 

prohibited from participating in speci-
fied Federal procurement or non-
procurement transactions as required 
under a statute, Executive order (other 
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