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§ 256.54 What happens if FMS denies a 
request for payment? 

FMS must deny any request for pay-
ment that fails to satisfy the require-
ments of 31 U.S.C. 1304. The submitting 
agency may request reconsideration of 
a payment denial. The submitting 
agency must provide an explanation of 
how the request for payment meets the 
four tests contained in section 256.1 of 
this part. If applicable, requests for re-
consideration must contain a reference 
to the agency’s program authority and 
include specific funding provisions that 
pertain to the program activity that 
resulted in the claim. If, upon reconsid-
eration, FMS determines that payment 
from the Judgment Fund is appro-
priate, and the agency has already 
made payment to the plaintiff or 
claimant, FMS will reimburse the 
agency from the Judgment Fund. 

Subpart G—Private Relief Bills 

§ 256.60 How do I get paid for a Pri-
vate Relief Bill? 

You may apply for payment by send-
ing a request letter along with sup-
porting documentation, to include a 
copy of the private relief act and proof 
of your identity, to the address speci-
fied on the FMS Web site at http:// 
www.fms.treas.gov/privaterelief. 

PART 270—AVAILABILITY OF 
RECORDS 

Sec. 
270.1 Rules governing availability of infor-

mation. 
270.2 Materials available for inspection and 

copying. 
270.3 Requests for identifiable records. 
270.4 Fees for services. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552. 

SOURCE: 58 FR 25943, Apr. 29, 1993, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 270.1 Rules governing availability of 
information. 

The records of the Financial Manage-
ment Service required by 5 U.S.C. 552 
to be made available to the public shall 
be made available in accordance with 
the definitions, procedures and other 
provisions of the regulations on the 
Disclosure of Records of the Office of 

the Secretary and of other bureaus and 
offices of the Department issued under 
5 U.S.C. 552 and published as part 1 of 
title 31 of the Code of Federal Regula-
tions, except as provided in these regu-
lations. 

§ 270.2 Materials available for inspec-
tion and copying. 

(a) Materials available. The materials 
in the Financial Management Service 
which are required by 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2) 
to be made available for public inspec-
tion and copying are the following: 

(1) Final opinions, as well as orders, 
made in the adjudication of cases. 
These will include final dispositions of 
claims on Government checks which 
are of a precedential nature. Generally, 
however, the Financial Management 
Service does not issue orders in the ad-
judication of cases. 

(2) Statements of policy and interpre-
tations which have been adopted by the 
Service and are not published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(3) Administrative staff manuals and 
instructions to staff that affect a mem-
ber of the public. These materials in-
clude sections of the Treasury Finan-
cial Manual and such Department Cir-
culars applicable to Financial Manage-
ment Service operations, that have 
been determined by the agency to af-
fect a member of the public, and have 
not been incorporated into that man-
ual or published as parts of title 31 of 
the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(4) Current indices for the foregoing 
materials. 

(b) Location. The materials listed in 
paragraph (a) of this section issued on 
or after the effective date of these reg-
ulations are available for inspection 
and copying during office hours in the 
public reading room of the Treasury 
Department, 15th Street and Pennsyl-
vania Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 
20220. Materials issued prior thereto 
are available in the public reading 
room to the extent feasible. If not so 
available, they may be requested as 
identifiable records. 

§ 270.3 Requests for identifiable 
records. 

(a) Procedure. A written request for 
an identifiable record shall be ad-
dressed to: Freedom of Information 
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Disclosure Officer, Financial Manage-
ment Service, 401 14th Street, SW., 
Washington, DC 20227. 

(b) Determination of request. Deter-
mination as to the disclosure of a 
record request shall be made, subject 
to appeal to the Commissioner of the 
Financial Management Service, by the 
head of the division in which the record 
belongs and by the Disclosure Officer of 
the agency. The decision of the Com-
missioner shall constitute final agency 
action, unless the Commissioner refers 
the appeal to the Fiscal Assistant Sec-
retary, in which case the decision of 
the Fiscal Assistant Secretary shall 
constitute final agency action. 

§ 270.4 Fees for services. 
Fees for services performed by the 

Financial Management Service will be 
imposed and collected as set forth in 
part 1 of title 31 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

PART 281—FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
OPERATIONS 

Sec. 
281.1 Authority. 
281.2 [Reserved] 
281.3 Collections. 
281.4 Guaranty funds. 
281.5 Depositaries. 
281.6 Withdrawals from Treasury accounts. 
281.7 Limitations. 
281.8 Reporting and accounting. 
281.9 General provisions. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 114, 64 Stat. 836, sec. 613, 75 
Stat. 443; 31 U.S.C. 66b, 22 U.S.C. 2363, E.O. 
10488, 18 FR 5699, 3 CFR, 1949–1953 Comp., p. 
972, E.O. 10900, 26 FR 143, 3 CFR, 1959–1963 
Comp., p. 429. 

SOURCE: 26 FR 10054, Oct. 26, 1961, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 281.1 Authority. 
By virtue of the authority vested in 

the Secretary of the Treasury by sec-
tion 114 of the Budget and Accounting 
Procedures Act of 1950, 64 Stat. 836, 31 
U.S.C. 66b; section 613 of the Act of 
September 4, 1961, 75 Stat. 443; Execu-
tive Order No. 10488, 18 FR 5699, 3 CFR 
1949–1953 Comp.; and Executive Order 
No. 10900, 26 FR 143, the following regu-
lations are prescribed for administra-
tion of the purchase custody, deposit, 
transfer, sale and reporting of foreign 
exchange (including credits and cur-

rencies) by executive departments and 
agencies (hereinafter referred to as 
agencies). 

§ 281.2 [Reserved] 

§ 281.3 Collections. 

Foreign exchange collected by agen-
cies shall be delivered promptly into 
the custody of accountable officers for 
credit to accounts of the Secretary of 
the Treasury (hereinafter referred to as 
the Secretary) unless otherwise di-
rected by the Secretary. The term 
‘‘collections,’’ for the purpose of these 
regulations in this part, does not in-
clude foreign exchange acquired by the 
United States by purchase with dollars. 
The accountable officer shall maintain 
records, showing the collections, by 
source, and indicating the miscella-
neous receipt accounts or other ac-
counts in the Treasury to be credited 
with dollar proceeds from sale of the 
foreign exchange, and such further 
classifications as may be needed to in-
dicate exchange which can be used only 
for restricted purposes. Accountable of-
ficers shall be advised by the collecting 
agencies of the source of collections 
and any restrictions on the use of the 
foreign exchange in order that the fore-
going records may be maintained. 

§ 281.4 Guaranty funds. 

The regulations in this part are ap-
plicable to all foreign exchange ac-
quired by the United States under 
guaranty provisions of section 1011 of 
the United States Information and 
Educational Exchange Act of 1948, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. 1442), except that 
receipts of such foreign exchange shall 
be deposited in the foreign exchange 
accounts of the United States Treasury 
referred to in § 281.5(c). 

§ 281.5 Depositaries. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, foreign exchange 
which is held by accountable officers 
for account of the Secretary and for-
eign exchange acquired by accountable 
officers by purchase or otherwise, 
which is not immediately disbursed but 
is held by such officers for their own 
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