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DEFINITIONS

§31.1 Meaning of terms.

As used in this part, the term:

(a) Act means the Public Health Serv-
ice Act, approved July 1, 1944, 58 Stat.
682, as amended.

(b) Service means the Public Health
Service.

(c) Surgeon General means the Sur-
geon General of the Public Health
Service.

(d) Medical relief station means a first-
, second-, third-, or fourth-class station
of the Service.

(e) First-class stations means a hos-
pital operated by the Service.

(f) Second-class station means a med-
ical relief facility, other than a hos-
pital of the Service, under the charge
of a commissioned officer.

(g) Third-class station means a med-
ical relief facility, other than a hos-
pital of the Service, under the charge
of a medical officer or employee of the
Service other than a commissioned of-
ficer.

(h) Fourth-class station means a med-
ical relief facility designated by the
Surgeon General, other than a first-,
second-, or third-class station.

(i) Designated physician means a phy-
sician holding an appointment to act
regularly for the Service for a class or
classes of specified beneficiaries at a
place where there is no medical relief
station.

(j) Designated dentist means a dentist
holding an appointment to perform
dental service for the Service for a
class or classes of specified bene-
ficiaries.

(k) Active duty means active duty sta-
tus as distinguished from being on in-
active status or retired and includes
periods of authorized leave or liberty.

(1) Dependent members of families in
the case of male personnel means the
lawful wife, the unmarried children (in-
cluding stepchildren or adopted chil-
dren) under 21 years of age, and the fa-
ther or mother if in fact dependent
upon such son for his or her chief sup-
port; and in the case of female per-
sonnel, the unmarried children (includ-
ing stepchildren or adopted children)
under 21 years of age if their father is
dead or they are in fact dependent on
such mother for their chief support,
the father or mother if in fact depend-
ent upon such daughter for his or her
chief support, and the husband if in
fact dependent upon such wife for his
chief support: Provided, however, That
in the case of members of the Women'’s
Reserve of the Coast Guard the hus-
bands of such members shall not be
considered dependents.

(Sec. 215, 58 Stat. 690, as amended; 42 U.S.C.
216)
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PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO COAST
GUARD, NATIONAL OCEAN SURVEY AND
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

§31.2 Persons entitled to treatment.

To the extent and under the cir-
cumstances prescribed in §§31.2 to 31.10,
the following persons shall be entitled
to medical, surgical, and dental treat-
ment and hospitalization by the Serv-
ice:

(a) Coast Guard. (1) Commissioned of-
ficers, chief warrant officers, warrant
officers, cadets, and enlisted personnel
of the Regular Coast Guard, including
those on shore duty and those on de-
tached duty, whether on active duty or
retired;

(2) Regular members of the Coast
Guard Reserve when on active duty or
when retired for disability;

(3) Temporary members of the Coast
Guard Reserve when on active duty or
in case of physical injury incurred or
sickness or disease contracted while
performing active Coast Guard duty;

(4) Members of the Women’s Reserve
of the Coast Guard when on active duty
or when retired for disability;

(5) Members of the Coast Guard Aux-
iliary in case of physical injury in-
curred or sickness or disease con-
tracted while performing active Coast
Guard duty.

(b) National Ocean Survey. Commis-
sioned officers, ships’ officers, and
members of the crews of vessels of the
National Ocean Survey, including
those on shore duty and those on de-
tached duty whether on active duty or
retired.

(c) Public Health Service. (1) Commis-
sioned officers of the Regular Corps of
the Service, whether on active duty or
retired;

(2) Commissioned officers of the Re-
serve Corps of the Service when on ac-
tive duty or when retired for disability.

(Sec. 326, 58 Stat. 697, as amended 42 U.S.C.
253)

§381.3 Use of Service facilities.

Except as otherwise provided in
§§31.3 to 31.10, the persons specified in
§31.2 shall be entitled to medical, sur-
gical, and dental treatment and hos-
pitalization only at medical relief sta-
tions and by designated physicians and
designated dentists, and the cost of

§314

services procured elsewhere shall not
be borne by the Service.

(Sec. 326, 58 Stat. 697, as amended 42 U.S.C.
253)

§31.4 Use of other than Service facili-
ties.

(a) When a person specified in §31.2
who is on active duty requires imme-
diate medical, surgical, or dental treat-
ment or hospitalization and the ur-
gency of the situation does not permit
treatment at a medical relief station
or by a designated physician or des-
ignated dentist, an officer of the same
service as the patient may arrange for
treatment or hospitalization at the ex-
pense of the Service.

(b) When the circumstances are such
that an officer of the same service as
the patient is not available to make
the necessary arrangements, the treat-
ment or hospitalization may be ob-
tained by or on behalf of the patient at
the expense of the Service.

(c) In every case of treatment or hos-
pitalization as defined in paragraph (b)
of this section, the responsible superior
officer of the patient shall be notified
as promptly as possible and a full re-
port shall be submitted by such officer
to the Surgeon General through appro-
priate official channels. As soon as
practicable, unless the interests of the
patient or the Government require oth-
erwise, treatment or hospitalization
shall be continued at a medical relief
station or by a designated physician or
designated dentist or at another appro-
priate Federal medical facility.

(d) When the necessary medical relief
cannot be obtained from a medical re-
lief station or a designated physician
or designated dentist, preference shall
be given to other Federal medical fa-
cilities when reasonably available and
when conditions permit.

(e) Vouchers on proper forms cov-
ering expenses for treatment or hos-
pitalization under the circumstances
specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) of
this section shall be forwarded to the
Surgeon General through appropriate
official channels. Each such voucher
shall be accompanied by or contain a
statement of the facts necessitating
the treatment or hospitalization. Un-
reasonable charges for emergency
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