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Coast Guard, Dept. of Homeland Security § 67.213 

§ 67.205 Requirement for vessel identi-
fication. 

(a) Every instrument presented for 
filing and recording must contain suffi-
cient information to clearly identify 
the vessel(s) to which the instrument 
relates. 

(b) Instruments pertaining to vessels 
which have been documented must con-
tain the vessel’s name and official 
number, or other unique identifier. 

(c) Vessels which have never been 
documented must be identified by one 
of the following: 

(1) The vessel’s Hull Identification 
Number assigned in accordance with 33 
CFR 181.25; or 

(2) Other descriptive information, 
which clearly describes the vessel. 
Such information may include length, 
breadth, depth, year of build, name of 
manufacturer, and any numbers which 
may have been assigned in accordance 
with 33 CFR part 173. 

§ 67.207 Requirement for date and ac-
knowledgment. 

(a) Every instrument presented for 
filing and recording must: 

(1) Bear the date of its execution; and 
(2) Contain an acknowledgment. 
(b) No officer or employee of the 

Coast Guard is authorized to take such 
acknowledgments unless the instru-
ment is executed on behalf of the Fed-
eral Government of the United States. 

§ 67.209 No original instrument re-
quirement. 

A copy of the original signed and ac-
knowledged instrument must be pre-
sented. The original instrument itself 
may be presented but is not required. 
The copy may be delivered to the Na-
tional Vessel Documentation Center or 
transmitted by facsimile or in portable 
document format (.pdf) in accordance 
with the procedures in §§ 67.218 and 
67.219 of this part. Signatures may be 
affixed manually or digitally. 

[USCG–2007–28098, 72 FR 42312, Aug. 2, 2007] 

§ 67.211 Requirement for citizenship 
declaration. 

(a) Instruments in the nature of a bill 
of sale or deed of gift, mortgages, and 
assignments of mortgages conveying 
an interest in a documented vessel are 
ineligible for filing and recording un-

less accompanied by a declaration of 
citizenship, except as provided in para-
graph (c) and (d) of this section. 

(b) Citizenship declarations must be 
executed on the form prescribed by the 
Maritime Administration in 46 CFR 
part 221. These forms are available 
from the National Vessel Documenta-
tion Center and from the Vessel Trans-
fer and Disposal Officer (MAR–745.1), 
Maritime Administration, United 
States Department of Transportation, 
Washington, DC 20590. 

(c) The requirement for presentation 
of a citizenship declaration does not 
apply to a transaction conveying an in-
terest in a vessel: 

(1) Described in 46 CFR 221.11(b)(1) (i) 
through (iv); 

(2) To a person making application 
for documentation; or 

(3) To an entity of the Federal Gov-
ernment of the United States or of a 
State or political subdivision thereof, 
or a corporate entity which is an agen-
cy of any such government or political 
subdivision. 

(d) The requirement for presentation 
of a citizenship declaration is waived 
when the instrument(s) presented for 
filing effects a transfer for which: 

(1) The Maritime Administration has 
given general approval in 46 CFR part 
221; or 

(2) Written approval of the Maritime 
Administrator has been obtained in ac-
cordance with 46 CFR part 221. 

(e) If the transfer of interest is one 
which requires written approval of the 
Maritime Administrator in accordance 
with rules in 46 CFR part 221, evidence 
of that approval must be presented for 
filing with the instrument effecting the 
transfer of interest. 

NOTE: If the grantee(s) of an ownership in-
terest in a vessel described in paragraphs 
(c)(1) or (d) of this section do(es) not make 
application for documentation, a declaration 
of citizenship may be required in order to en-
sure that the vessel so conveyed retains any 
coastwise or Great Lakes privileges to which 
it may be entitled. 

[CGD 89–007, CGD 89–007a, 58 FR 60266, Nov. 
15, 1993; 58 FR 65131, Dec. 13, 1993, as amended 
by CGD 95–014, 60 FR 31605, June 15, 1995] 

§ 67.213 Place of filing and recording. 
(a) All instruments submitted for fil-

ing and recording must be submitted to 
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the National Vessel Documentation 
Center. 

(b) All instruments are recorded at 
the National Vessel Documentation 
Center. 

[CGD 95–014, 60 FR 31605, June 15, 1995] 

§ 67.215 Date and time of filing. 

(a) An instrument is deemed filed at 
the actual date and time at which the 
instrument is received by the National 
Vessel Documentation Center, except 
as provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion. Any materials submitted to sup-
plement an instrument after the in-
strument is filed are deemed part of 
the original filing and relate back to 
the date and time of that filing. 

(b) If filing of an instrument is sub-
ject to termination in accordance with 
§ 67.217(a) and a new instrument is filed 
as a substitute for the original instru-
ment, the filing of the original instru-
ment will be terminated in accordance 
with § 67.217(c) and the substitute in-
strument will be considered a new fil-
ing. The substitute instrument will be 
deemed filed at the actual time and 
date it is received by the National Ves-
sel Documentation Center. 

[CGD 89–007, CGD 89–007a, 58 FR 60266, Nov. 
15, 1993; 58 FR 65131, Dec. 13, 1993, as amended 
by CGD 95–014, 60 FR 31605, June 15, 1995] 

§ 67.217 Termination of filing and dis-
position of instruments. 

(a) The filing of an instrument is sub-
ject to termination if: 

(1) It is determined that the instru-
ment cannot be recorded because the 
instrument itself is not in substantial 
compliance with the applicable regula-
tions in this part; 

(2) The filing was not made in com-
pliance with the requirements of 
§ 67.213; 

(3) The Application for Initial Issue, 
Exchange, or Replacement of Certifi-
cate of Documentation; or Redocu-
mentation (form CG–1258) submitted 
with the instrument(s) was not made in 
substantial compliance with the appli-
cable regulations of this part; 

(4) The owner of the vessel submits 
an Application, Consent, and Approval 
for Withdrawal of Application for Doc-
umentation or Exchange of Certificate 

of Documentation (form CG–4593), with 
mortgagee consent, if applicable; or 

(5) Another instrument is filed evi-
dencing satisfaction or release of the 
subject instrument and the subject in-
strument is one described in subpart Q 
of this part. 

(b) Ninety days prior to terminating 
the filing pursuant to a reason listed in 
paragraphs (a) (1), (2), or (3) of this sec-
tion, the National Vessel Documenta-
tion Center will send written notice de-
tailing the reasons the filing is subject 
to termination to the following per-
son(s) and any agent known to be act-
ing on behalf of the same: 

(1) The applicant for documentation, 
if a bill of sale, instrument in the na-
ture of a bill of sale, or a deed of gift; 

(2) The mortgagee or assignee, if a 
mortgage or assignment or amendment 
thereof; 

(3) The claimant, if a notice of claim 
of lien; or 

(4) The lender first named in an 
interlender agreement affecting a 
mortgage, preferred mortgage, or re-
lated instrument. 

(c) If the reason(s) which subject the 
filing to termination remain uncor-
rected for a period of 90 days after the 
notice described in paragraph (b) of 
this section is sent, or upon receipt of 
the request for withdrawal described in 
paragraph (a)(4) of this section, or sat-
isfaction or release as described in 
paragraph (a)(5) of this section, the in-
strument will be returned to either: 

(1) The applicant for documentation, 
if a bill of sale, instrument in the na-
ture of a bill of sale, or a deed of gift; 

(2) The mortgagee or assignee, if a 
mortgage or assignment or amendment 
thereof; 

(3) The claimant, if a notice of claim 
of lien; 

(4) The lender first named in an 
interlender agreement affecting a 
mortgage, preferred mortgage, or re-
lated instrument; or 

(5) An agent for any appropriate 
party, provided that the agent has filed 
with the Coast Guard a writing bearing 
the original signature of the appro-
priate party(ies) clearly identifying the 
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