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respond or denies responsibility for the
damages claimed will pay the costs of
the proceedings if such person is subse-
quently found to be responsible for the
damage claimed.

(b) By the claimant. Any claimant
who files a claim will pay the cost of
the proceedings if such person is subse-
quently found to be responsible for the
damage claimed.

(c) By person denying responsibility for
damage and the claimant. If more than
one party is found to have responsi-
bility for the damage claimed, then the
cost of the proceedings will be appor-
tioned between them.

§296.13 Payment of award for claim.

(a) Upon an initial determination,
the Chief, Financial Services Division,
shall immediately disburse the claim
awarded if the claimant signed as part
of his/her application a statement
agreeing to repay all or any part of the
award if the award should for any rea-
son be subsequently reduced.

(b) [Reserved]

[61 FR 6322, Feb. 20, 1996]

§296.14 Subrogation.

(a) The claim application will con-
tain a subrogation statement signed by
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the claimant as a condition of payment
of the claim which:

(1) Assigns to the Fund the claim-
ant’s rights against third parties; and

(2) Provides that the claimant will
assist the Fund in any reasonable way
to pursue those rights.

(b) Collection of subrogated rights. If
a reasonable chance of successful col-
lection exists, NMFS will refer any
subrogated rights to the Justice De-
partment for collection.

(c) Any moneys recovered through
subrogation shall be deposited into the
Fund.

[47 FR 49600, Nov. 1, 1982, as amended at 61
FR 6323, Feb. 20, 1996]

§296.15 Judicial review.

Any claimant or other person who is
aggrieved by a final determination
may, no later than 30 days after the de-
termination, seek judicial review of
the determination in the United States
District Court for such judicial district
as may be mutually agreeable to the
parties concerned or, if no agreement
can be reached, in the United States
District Court for the judicial district
in which the claimant’s home port is
located.
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Subpart A—General

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 2431 et seq., 31 U.S.C.
9701 et seq.

§300.1 Purpose and scope.

The purpose of this part is to imple-
ment the fishery conservation and
management measures provided for in
the international treaties, conventions,
or agreements specified in each sub-
part, as well as certain provisions of
the Lacey Act Amendments of 1981.
The regulations in this part apply, ex-
cept where otherwise specified in this
part, to all persons and all places sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United
States under the acts implemented
under each subpart.

§300.2 Definitions.

In addition to the definitions in each
act, agreement, convention, or treaty
specified in subparts B through K of
this part, the terms used in this part
have the following meanings:

Assistant Administrator means the As-
sistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, Department of Com-
merce, or a designee. Address: Room
14555, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver
Spring, MD 20910.

Authorized officer means:

(1) Any commissioned, warrant, or
petty officer of the U.S. Coast Guard;
or any U.S. Coast Guard personnel ac-
companying and acting under the di-
rection of a commissioned, warrant, or
petty officer of the U.S. Coast Guard;
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(2) Any special agent or fisheries en-
forcement officer of NMF'S; or

(3) Any person designated by the
head of any Federal or state agency
that has entered into an agreement
with the Secretary of Commerce or the
Commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard
to enforce the provisions of any statute
administered by the Secretary.

CCAMLR inspector means a person
designated by a member of the Com-
mission for the Conservation of Ant-
arctic Marine Living Resources as an
inspector under Article XXIV of the
Convention on the Conservation of
Antarctic Marine Living Resources to
verify compliance with measures in ef-
fect under the Convention.

Director, Alaska Region, means Direc-
tor, Alaska Region, NMFS, 709 West
Ninth Street, Suite 401, P.O. Box 21668,
Juneau, AK 99802, or a designee.

Director, Northeast Region, means
Director, Northeast Region, NMFS,
One Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA
01930-2298, or a designee.

Director, Northwest Region, means Di-
rector, Northwest Region, NMFS, 7600
Sand Point Way, N.E., BIN C15700,
Bldg. 1, Seattle, WA 98115, or a des-

ignee.
Director, Southeast Fisheries Science
Center, means Director, Science and

Research, Southeast Fisheries Science
Center, NMFS, 75 Virginia Beach
Drive, Miami, FL 33149, or a designee.

Director, Southeast Region, means Di-
rector, Southeast Region, NMFS, 9721
Executive Center Drive, N., St. Peters-
burg, FL 33702, or a designee.

Director, Southwest Region, means Di-
rector, Southwest Region, NMFS, 501
West Ocean Boulevard, Suite 4200, Long
Beach, CA 90802-4213, or a designee.

Exclusive Economic Zone or EEZ
means the zone established by Presi-
dential Proclamation 5030, dated March
10, 1983, as defined in 16 U.S.C. 1802(6).

Fishing or to fish means:

(1) The catching or taking of fish;

(2) The attempted catching or taking
of fish;

(3) Any other activity that can rea-
sonably be expected to result in the
catching or taking of fish; or

(4) Any operations at sea in support
of, or in preparation for, any activity
described in paragraphs (1) through (3)
of this definition.

§300.2

Fishing vessel means any vessel, boat,
ship, or other craft that is used for,
equipped to be used for, or of a type
normally used for fishing.

IATTC means the Inter-American
Tropical Tuna Commission, established
pursuant to the Convention for the Es-
tablishment of an Inter-American
Tropical Tuna Commission.

Import means to land on, bring into,
or introduce into, or attempt to land
on, bring into, or introduce into, any
place subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States, whether or not such
landing, bringing, or introduction, con-
stitutes an importation within the
meaning of the customs laws of the
United States.

IRCS means International Radio Call
Sign.

Magnuson Act means the Magnuson
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

National of the United States or U.S.
national means any person subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States,
including, but not limited to, a citizen
or resident of the United States, or a
person employed on a vessel of the
United States. In the case of a corpora-
tion, partnership or other non- natural
person, this includes, but is not limited
to, any entity that is the owner of a
vessel of the United States.

NMFS means the National Marine
Fisheries Service, NOAA, Department
of Commerce.

NMFS Headquarters means NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring,
MD 20910. Attention: Office of Fisheries
Conservation and Management.

Official number means the docu-
mentation number issued by the USCG
or the certificate number issued by a
state or the USCG for an undocu-
mented vessel, or any equivalent num-
ber if the vessel is registered in a for-
eign nation.

Operator means, with respect to any
vessel, the master or other individual
aboard and in charge of that vessel.

Owner means, with respect to any
vessel:

(1) Any person who owns that vessel
in whole or part (whether or not the
vessel is leased or chartered);

(2) Any charterer of the vessel,
whether bareboat, time, or voyage;
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(3) Any person who acts in the capac-
ity of a charterer, including but not
limited to parties to a management
agreement, operating agreement, or
any similar agreement that bestows
control over the destination, function,
or operation of the vessel; or

(4) Any agent designated as such by a
person described in this definition.

Person means any individual (wheth-
er or not a citizen or national of the
United States), any corporation, part-
nership, association, or other entity
(whether or not organized, or existing
under the laws of any state), and any
Federal, state, local, or foreign govern-
ment or any entity of any such govern-
ment.

Secretary means the Secretary of
Commerce or a designee.

USCG means the United States Coast
Guard.

Yellowfin tuna means any fish of the
species Thunnus albacares (synonomy:
Neothunnus macropterus).

§300.3 Relation to other laws.

Other laws that may apply to fishing
activities addressed herein are set
forth in §600.705 of chapter VI of this
title.

§300.4 General prohibitions.

It is unlawful for any person subject
to the jurisdiction of the United States
to:

(a) Violate the conditions or restric-
tions of a permit issued under this
part.

(b) Fail to submit information, fail
to submit information in a timely
manner, or submit false or inaccurate
information, with respect to any infor-
mation required to be submitted, re-
ported, communicated, or recorded pur-
suant to this part.

(c) Make any false statement, oral or
written, to an authorized officer con-
cerning the catching, taking, har-
vesting, possession, landing, purchase,
sale, or transfer of fish, or concerning
any other matter subject to investiga-
tion by that officer under this part.

(d) Conceal any material fact (includ-
ing by omission), concerning any mat-
ter subject to investigation by an au-
thorized officer under this part.

(e) Refuse to allow an authorized offi-
cer to inspect any report or record re-
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quired to be made or kept under this
part.

(f) Falsify, cover, or otherwise ob-
scure, the name, home port, official
number (if any), or any other similar
marking or identification of any fish-
ing vessel subject to this part such
that the vessel cannot be readily iden-
tified from an enforcement vessel or
aircraft.

(g) Fail to comply immediately with
any of the enforcement and boarding
procedures specified in this part.

(h) Refuse to allow an authorized of-
ficer to board a fishing vessel, or enter
any other area of custody (i.e., any ves-
sel, building, vehicle, live car, pound,
pier, or dock facility where fish might
be found) subject to such person’s con-
trol, for the purpose of conducting any
inspection, search, seizure, investiga-
tion, or arrest in connection with the
enforcement of this part or any other
applicable law.

(i) Destroy, stave, or dispose of in
any manner, any fish, gear, cargo, or
other matter, upon any communication
or signal from an authorized officer of
the United States, or upon the ap-
proach of such an officer, enforcement
vessel, or aircraft, before the officer
has had the opportunity to inspect
same, or in contravention of directions
from such an officer.

(j) Intentionally destroy evidence
that could be used to determine if a
violation of this part has occurred.

(k) Assault, resist, oppose, impede,
intimidate, threaten, obstruct, delay,
prevent, or interfere, in any manner,
with an authorized officer in the con-
duct of any boarding, inspection,
search, seizure, investigation, or arrest
in connection with enforcement of this
part.

(1) Resist a lawful arrest or detention
for any act prohibited by this part.

(m) Interfere with, delay, or prevent,
by any means, the apprehension, ar-
rest, or detection of another person,
knowing that such person has com-
mitted any act prohibited by this part.

(n) Interfere with, obstruct, delay, or
prevent, by any means, an investiga-
tion, search, seizure, or disposition of
seized property in connection with en-
forcement of this part.

(o) Ship, transport, offer for sale,
sell, purchase, import, export, or have

772



Int’l. Fishing and Related Activities

custody, control, or possession of, any
living marine resource taken or re-
tained in violation of this part.

(p) Violate any provision of any stat-
ute implemented by this part.

(q) Attempt to do any of the fore-
going.

§300.5 Facilitation of enforcement.

(a) Compliance. The operator of, or
any other person aboard, any fishing
vessel subject to this part must imme-
diately comply with instructions and
signals issued by an authorized officer
or CCAMLR inspector to stop the ves-
sel, and with instructions to facilitate
safe boarding and inspection of the ves-
sel, its gear, equipment, fishing record
(where applicable), and catch for pur-
poses of enforcing this part.

(b) Communications. (1) Upon being
approached by a USCG vessel or air-
craft, or other vessel or aircraft with
an authorized officer or CCAMLR in-
spector aboard, the operator of a fish-
ing vessel must be alert for commu-
nications conveying enforcement in-
structions.

(2) VHF-FM radiotelephone is the
preferred method of communicating be-
tween vessels. If the size of the vessel
and the wind, sea, and visibility condi-
tions allow, a loudhailer may be used
instead of the radio. Hand signals, plac-
ards, high frequency radiotelephone,
voice, flags, whistle or horn may be
employed by an authorized officer or
CCAMLR inspector, and message
blocks may be dropped from an air-
craft.

(3) If other communications are not
practicable, visual signals may be
transmitted by flashing light directed
at the vessel signaled. USCG units will
normally use the flashing light signal
“L’>’ which, in the International Code
of Signals, means ‘‘you should stop
your vessel instantly.”

(4) Failure of a vessel’s operator
promptly to stop the vessel when di-
rected to do so by an authorized officer
or CCAMLR inspector, or by an en-

forcement vessel or aircraft, using
loudhailer, radiotelephone, flashing
light, flags, whistle, horn or other

means constitutes prima facie evidence
of the offense of refusal to allow an au-
thorized officer or CCAMLR inspector
to board.

§300.5

(5) A person aboard a vessel who does
not understand a signal from an en-
forcement unit and who is unable to
obtain clarification by loudhailer or
radiotelephone must consider the sig-
nal to be a command to stop the vessel
immediately.

(c) Boarding. The operator of a vessel
directed to stop must:

(1) Monitor Channel 16, VHF-FM, if
so equipped.

(2) Stop immediately and lay to or, if
appropriate and/or directed to do so by
the authorized officer or CCAMLR in-
spector, maneuver in such a way as to
allow the safe boarding of the vessel by
the authorized officer or CCAMLR in-
spector and the boarding party.

(3) Except for those vessels with a
freeboard of 4 ft (1.25 m) or less, provide
a safe ladder, if needed, for the author-
ized officer or CCAMLR inspector and
boarding party to come aboard.

(4) When necessary to facilitate the
boarding or when requested by an au-
thorized officer or CCAMLR inspector,
provide a manrope or safety line, and
illumination for the ladder.

(5) Take such other actions as nec-
essary to facilitate boarding and to en-
sure the safety of the authorized officer
or CCAMLR inspector and the boarding
party.

(d) Signals. The following signals, ex-
tracted from the International Code of
Signals, may be sent by flashing light
by an enforcement unit when condi-
tions do not allow communications by
loudhailer or radiotelephone. Knowl-
edge of these signals by vessel opera-
tors is not required. However, knowl-
edge of these signals and appropriate
action by a vessel operator may pre-
clude the necessity of sending the sig-
nal “L’”’ and the necessity for the ves-
sel to stop instantly.

(1) ““AA” repeated (.- .-) is the call to
an unknown station. The operator of
the signaled vessel should respond by
identifying the vessel Dby radio-
telephone or by illuminating the ves-
sel’s identification.

(2) “RY-CY” (.-. -.-- -.-. -.--) means
‘“‘you should proceed at slow speed, a
boat is coming to you.” This signal is
normally employed when conditions
allow an enforcement boarding without
the necessity of the vessel being
boarded coming to a complete stop, or,
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in some cases, without retrieval of fish-
ing gear that may be in the water.

3) “SQ3”7 (... --.- ...--) means ‘‘you
should stop or heave to; I am going to
board you.”

Subpart B—High Seas Fisheries

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 5501 et seq.

§300.10 Purpose.

This subpart implements the High
Seas Fishing Compliance Act of 1995
(Act), which requires the Secretary to
license U.S. vessels fishing on the high
seas.

§300.11 Definitions.

In addition to the terms defined in
section 300.2 and those in the Act and
the Agreement to Promote Compliance
with International Conservation and
Management Measures by Fishing Ves-
sels on the High Seas, adopted by the
Conference of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations on
November 24, 1993 (Agreement), the
terms used in this subpart have the fol-
lowing meanings. If a term is defined
differently in §300.2, the Act, or the
Agreement, the definition in this sec-
tion shall apply.

High seas means the waters beyond
the territorial sea or exclusive eco-
nomic zone (or the equivalent) of any
Nation, to the extent that such terri-
torial sea or exclusive economic zone
(or the equivalent) is recognized by the
United States.

High seas fishing vessel means any ves-
sel of the United States used or in-
tended for use on the high seas for the
purpose of the commercial exploitation
of living marine resources as a har-
vesting vessel, mothership, or any
other support vessel directly engaged
in a fishing operation.

International conservation and manage-
ment measures means measures to con-
serve or manage one or more species of
living marine resources that are adopt-
ed and applied in accordance with the
relevant rules of international law, as
reflected in the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea, and
that are recognized by the TUnited
States.

Regional Administrator means any one
of the Directors of the five NMFS re-
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gional offices, defined under §300.2,
serving as the issuing office.

§300.12 Issuing offices.

Any Regional Administrator may
issue permits required under this sub-
part. While applicants for permits may
submit an application to any Regional
Administrator, applicants are encour-
aged to submit their applications (with
envelopes marked ‘““Attn: HSFCA Per-
mits’’) to the Regional Administrator
with whom they normally interact on
fisheries matters.

§300.13 Vessel permits.

(a) Eligibility. (1) Any high seas fish-
ing vessel of the United States is eligi-
ble to receive a permit under this sub-
part, unless the vessel was previously
authorized to be used for fishing on the
high seas by a foreign nation, and—

(i) The foreign nation suspended such
authorization, because the vessel un-
dermined the effectiveness of inter-
national conservation and management
measures, and the suspension has not
expired; or

(ii) The foreign nation, within the 3
years preceding application for a per-
mit under this section, withdrew such
authorization, because the vessel un-
dermined the effectiveness of inter-
national conservation and management
measures.

(2) The restrictions in paragraphs
(a)(1) (i) and (ii) of this section do not
apply if ownership of the vessel has
changed since the vessel undermined
the effectiveness of international con-
servation and management measures,
and the new owner has provided suffi-
cient evidence to the Regional Admin-
istrator demonstrating that the owner
and operator at the time the vessel un-
dermined the effectiveness of such
measures has no further legal, bene-
ficial, or financial interest in, or con-
trol of, the vessel.

(3) The restrictions in paragraphs
(a)(1) (i) and (ii) of this section do not
apply if it is determined by the Re-
gional Administrator that issuing a
permit would not subvert the purposes
of the Agreement.

(b) Application forms. The owner or
operator of a high seas fishing vessel
may apply for a permit under this sub-
part by completing an application
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form. Applicants may obtain an appli-
cation form from a Regional Adminis-
trator.

(c) Application information. An appli-
cant must submit a complete and accu-
rate permit application, signed by the
owner or operator, to the appropriate
Regional Administrator.

(d) Fees. NMFS will charge a fee to
recover the administrative expenses of
permit issuance. The amount of the fee
will be determined in accordance with
the procedures of the NOAA Finance
Handbook, available from a Regional
Administrator, for determining admin-
istrative costs of each special product
or service. The fee is specified with the
application form. The appropriate fee
must accompany each application.
Failure to pay the fee will preclude
issuance of the permit. Payment by a
commercial instrument later deter-
mined to be insufficiently funded will
invalidate any permit.

(e) Issuance. (1) Except as provided in
subpart D of 156 CFR part 904, the Re-
gional Administrator will issue a per-
mit, which will include appropriate
conditions or restrictions, within 30
days of receipt of a completed applica-
tion and payment of the appropriate
fee.

(2) The Regional Administrator will
notify the applicant of any deficiency
in the application.

(f) Validity. Permits issued under this
subpart are valid for 5 years from the
date of issuance. Renewal of a permit
prior to its expiration is the responsi-
bility of the permit holder. For a per-
mit to remain valid to its expiration
date, the vessel’s USCG documentation
or state registration must be kept cur-
rent. A permit issued under this sub-
part is void when the name of the
owner or vessel changes, or in the
event the vessel is no longer eligible
for U.S. documentation, such docu-
mentation is revoked or denied, or the
vessel is removed from such docu-
mentation.

(g) Change in application information.
Any changes in vessel documentation
status or other permit application in-
formation must be reported to the Re-
gional Administrator in writing within
15 days of such changes.

(h) Transfer. A permit issued under
this subpart is not transferable or as-

§300.14

signable to another vessel or owner; it
is valid only for the vessel and owner
to which it is issued.

(i) Display. A valid permit, or a copy
thereof, issued under this subpart must
be on board the vessel while operating
on the high seas and available for in-
spection by an authorized officer.
Faxed copies of permits are acceptable.

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 64
FR 15, Jan. 4, 1999]

§300.14 Vessel identification.

(a) General. A vessel permitted under
this subpart must be marked for identi-
fication purposes in accordance with
this section.

(b) Marking. Vessels must be marked
either:

(1) In accordance with vessel identi-
fication requirements specified in Fed-
eral fishery regulations issued under
the Magnuson-Stevens Act or under
other Federal fishery management
statutes; or

(2) In accordance with the following
identification requirements:

(i) A vessel must be marked with its
IRCS, or, if not assigned an IRCS, must
be marked (in order of priority) with
its Federal, state, or other documenta-
tion number appearing on its high seas
fishing permit;

(ii) The markings must be displayed
at all times on the vessel’s side or su-
perstructure, port and starboard, as
well as on a deck;

(iii) The markings must be placed so
that they do not extend below the wa-
terline, are not obscured by fishing
gear, whether stowed or in use, and are
clear of flow from scuppers or over-
board discharges that might damage or
discolor the markings;

(iv) Block lettering and numbering
must be used;

(v) The height of the letters and
numbers must be in proportion to the
size of the vessel as follows: for vessels
25 meters (m) and over in length, the
height of letters and numbers must be
no less than 1.0 m; for vessels 20 m but
less than 25 m in length, the height of
letters and numbers must be no less
than 0.8 m; for vessels 15 m but less
than 20 m in length, the height of let-
ters and numbers must be no less than
0.6 m; for vessels 12 m but less than 15
m in length, the height of letters and
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numbers must be no less than 0.4 m; for
vessels 5 m but less than 12 m in
length, the height of letters and num-
bers must be no less than 0.3 m; and for
vessels under 5 m in length, the height
of letters and numbers must be no less
than 0.1 m;

(vi) The height of the letters and
numbers to be placed on decks must be
no less than 0.3 m;

(vii) The length of the hyphen(s), if
any, must be half the height (h) of the
letters and numbers;

(viii) The width of the stroke for all
letters, numbers, and hyphens must be
h/6;

(ix) The space between letters and/or
numbers must not exceed h/4 nor be
less than h/6;

(x) The space between adjacent let-
ters having sloping sides must not ex-
ceed h/8 nor be less than h/10;

(xi) The marks must be white on a
black background, or black on a white
background;

(xii) The background must extend to
provide a border around the mark of no
less than h/6; and

(xiii) The marks and the background
must be maintained in good condition
at all times.

[64 FR 15, Jan. 4, 1999]
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In addition to the prohibitions in sec-
tion 300.4, it is unlawful for any person
to:

(a) Use a high seas fishing vessel on
the high seas in contravention of inter-
national conservation and management
measures.

(b) Use a high seas fishing vessel on
the high seas, unless the vessel has on
board a valid permit issued under sec-
tion 300.13.

(c) Use a high seas fishing vessel on
the high seas that is not marked in ac-
cordance with §300.14.

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 64
FR 15, Jan. 4, 1999]

Prohibitions.

§300.16 Penalties.

(a) Any person, any high seas fishing
vessel, the owner or operator of such
vessel, or any person who has been
issued or has applied for a permit,
found to be in violation of the Act, this
subpart, or any permit issued under
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this subpart will be subject to the civil
and criminal penalty provisions, per-
mit sanctions, and forfeiture provisions
prescribed by the Act, 156 CFR part 904
(Civil Procedures), and other applicable
laws.

(b) Permits under this subpart may
be subject to permit sanctions pre-
scribed by the Act, 15 CFR part 904
(Civil Procedures), and other applicable
laws if any amount in settlement of a
civil forfeiture imposed on a high seas
fishing vessel or other property, or any
civil penalty or criminal fine imposed
on a high seas fishing vessel or on an
owner or operator of such a vessel or
on any other person who has been
issued or has applied for a permit under
any fishery resource statute enforced
by the Secretary, has not been paid and
is overdue.

[64 FR 15, Jan. 4, 1999]

§300.17 Reporting.

(a) General. The operator of any ves-
sel permitted under this subpart must
report high seas catch and effort infor-
mation to NMFS in a manner set by
this section. Reports must include:
identification information for vessel
and operator; operator signature; crew
size; whether an observer is aboard;
target species; gear used; dates, times,
locations, and conditions under which
fishing was conducted; species and
amounts of fish retained and discarded;
and details of any interactions with sea
turtles or birds.

(b) Reporting options. (1) For the fol-
lowing fisheries, a permit holder must
maintain and submit the listed report-
ing forms to the appropriate address
and in accordance with the time limits
required by the relevant regulations:

(i) Antarctic—CCAMLR Logbook (50
CFR 300.107);

(ii) Atlantic—Fishing Vessel Log Re-
ports (50 CFR 648.7(b));

(iii) Atlantic Pelagic Longline—
Longline Logbook (560 CFR 630.5);

(iv) Atlantic Purse Seine—Vessel
Logbook (50 CFR 635.5);

(V) Pacific Pelagic Longline—
Longline Logbook (560 CFR 660.14(a));

(vi) Eastern Pacific Purse Seine—
IATTC Logbook (50 CFR 300.22); or

(vii) Western Pacific Purse Seine—
South Pacific Tuna Treaty Logbook (50
CFR 300.34).
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(2) For the albacore troll fisheries in
the North and South Pacific, a permit
holder must report high seas catch and
effort by maintaining and submitting
the log provided by the Regional Ad-
ministrator, Southwest Region, NMFS.

(3) For other fisheries, a permit hold-
er must report high seas catch and ef-
fort by maintaining and submitting
records, specific to the fishing gear
being used, on forms provided by the
Regional Administrator of the NMFS
Region which issued the permit hold-
er’s HSFCA permit.

(c) Confidentiality of statistics. Infor-
mation submitted pursuant to this sub-
part will be treated in accordance with
the provisions of 50 CFR part 600 of this
title.

[64 FR 15, Jan. 4, 1999, as amended at 67 FR
64312, Oct. 18, 2002]

Subpart C—Pacific Tuna Fisheries

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 951-961 et seq.

§300.20 Purpose and scope.

The regulations in this subpart are
issued under the authority of the Tuna
Conventions Act of 1950 (Act). The reg-
ulations implement recommendations
of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna
Commission (IATTC) for the conserva-
tion and management of highly migra-
tory fish resources in the Eastern
Tropical Pacific Ocean so far as they
affect vessels and persons subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States.

[69 FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004]

§300.21 Definitions.

In addition to the terms defined in
§300.2, in the Act, and in the Conven-
tion for the Establishment of an Inter-
American Tropical Tuna Commission
(Convention), the terms used in this
subpart have the following meanings. If
a term is defined differently in §300.2,
in the Act, or in the Convention, the
definition in this section shall apply.

Bigeye tuna means the species
Thunnus obesus.
Commission’s Yellowfin  Regulatory

Area (CYRA) means the waters bounded
by a line extending westward from the
mainland of North America along the
40° N. latitude parallel, and connecting
the following coordinates:

§300.21

40° N. lat., 125° W. long.;

20° N. lat., 125° W. long.;

20° N. lat., 120° W. long.;

5°N. lat., 120° W. long.;

5°N. lat., 110° W. long.;

10° S. lat., 110° W. long.;

10° S. lat., 90° W. long.;

30° S. lat., 90° W. long.; and then eastward
along the 30° S. latitude parallel to the
coast of South America.

Convention Area means the waters
within the area bounded by the main-
land of the Americas, lines extending
westward from the mainland of the
Americas along the 40° N. lat. and 40°
S. lat., and 150° W. long.

Fish aggregating device (FAD) means a
manmade raft or other floating object
used to attract tuna and make them
available to fishing vessels.

Fishing trip means a period of time
between landings when fishing is con-
ducted.

Fishing vessel means any vessel, boat,
ship, or other craft that is used for,
equipped to be used for, or of a type
that is normally used for fishing or for
assisting or supporting a vessel en-
gaged in fishing, except purse seine
skiffs.

Floating object means any natural ob-
ject or FAD around which fishing ves-
sels may catch tuna.

Incidental catch or incidental species
means species caught while fishing
with the primary purpose of catching a
different species. An incidental catch is
expressed as a percentage of the weight
of the total fish on board.

Land or Landing means to begin
transfer of fish from a fishing vessel.
Once transfer begins, all fish on board
the vessel are counted as part of the
landing.

Observer means an individual placed
aboard a fishing vessel under the
IATTC observer program or any other
international observer program in
which the United States may partici-
pate.

South Pacific Tuna Treaty means the
Treaty on Fisheries Between the Gov-
ernments of Certain Pacific Island
States and the Government of the
United States of America (60 CFR part
300, subpart D).

Tender vessel means a vessel that does
not engage in purse seine fishing but
tends to FADs in support of tuna fish-
ing operations.
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Transship means to unload fish from
a vessel that caught fish to another
vessel.

Transshipment receiving vessel means
any vessel, boat, ship, or other craft
that is used to receive fish from a fish-
ing vessel.

Vessel Register means the regional
register of vessels authorized to purse
seine for tuna in the Convention Area,
as established by the Inter-American
Tropical Tuna Commission on June 28,
2002.

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 64
FR 29133, May 28, 1999; 64 FR 44430, Aug. 16,
1999; 69 FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004; 70 FR 19010,
Apr. 12, 2005]

§300.22 Yellowfin tuna—record-
keeping and written reports.

(a) The master or other person in
charge of a fishing vessel, or a person
authorized in writing to serve as the
agent for either person, must keep an
accurate log of all operations con-
ducted from the fishing vessel, entering
for each day the date, noon position
(stated in latitude and longitude or in
relation to known physical features),
and the tonnage of fish on board, by
species. The record and bridge log
maintained at the request of the
IATTC shall be sufficient to comply
with this paragraph, provided the
items of information specified are ac-
curately entered in the log.

(b) Vessel register. Except as provided
under paragraph (b)(1) of this section,
vessels must be listed on the Vessel
Register and categorized as active
under paragraph (b)(4)(i) of this section
in order to purse seine for tuna in the
Convention Area.

(1) Exceptions. The following classes
of vessels are exempted from being list-
ed on the Vessel Register to purse seine
for tuna in the Convention Area:

(i) Vessels licensed under the South
Pacific Tuna Treaty that exercise an
option to fish in the Convention Area
for a single trip each year, provided
that the total number of optional trips
does not exceed 32 in a given calendar
year. Each optional trip in the Conven-
tion Area may not exceed 90 days in
duration.

(ii) Vessels of 400 st (362.8 mt) or less
carrying capacity for which landings of
tuna caught in the Convention Area
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comprise 50 percent or less of the ves-
sel’s total landings, by weight, for a
given calendar year.

(2) Requirements for inclusion on the
vessel register. The Vessel Register shall
include, consistent with resolutions of
the IATTC, only vessels that fished in
the Convention Area prior to the cre-
ation of the Vessel Register on June 28,
2002. New vessels may be added to the
Vessel Register at any time to replace
those previously removed by the Re-
gional Administrator, provided that
the total capacity of the replacement
vessel or vessels does not exceed that
of the vessel or vessels being replaced.

(3) Vessel information. The owner of
any fishing vessel that uses purse
seine, longline, drift gillnet, harpoon,
or troll fishing gear to harvest tuna in
the Convention Area for sale or a per-
son authorized in writing to serve as
agent for the owner must provide such
information about the vessel and its
characteristics as requested by the Re-
gional Administrator, to conform to
IATTC actions relative to the Vessel
Register. This information initially in-
cludes, but is not limited to, vessel
name and registration number; a pho-
tograph of the vessel with the registra-
tion number showing and legible; ves-
sel length, beam and moulded depth;
gross tonnage and hold capacity in
cubic meters and tonnage; engine
horsepower; date and place where built;
and type of fishing method or methods
used.

(4) Vessel register status. For a vessel
to be categorized as either ‘‘active’ or
“inactive” on the Vessel Register in
the following calendar year, the vessel
owner or managing owner must submit
to the Regional Administrator under
§216.24(b) of this title, the observer
placement fee, vessel permit applica-
tion, and permit application processing
fee for the vessel.

(i) Active status. As early as August 1
of each year, vessel owners or man-
aging owners may submit to the Re-
gional Administrator, a vessel permit
application and payment of the permit
application fee and observer placement
fee for each vessel in excess of 400 st
(362.8 mt) carrying capacity qualified
to be listed on the Vessel Register
under paragraph (b)(2) of this section
to have a vessel categorized as active
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for the following calendar year. Vessel
permit applications may not be sub-
mitted via regular mail; they must be
faxed to (562) 980-4027. Owners or man-
aging owners of vessels of 400 st (362.8
mt) carrying capacity or less must
only submit payment of the observer
placement fee associated with active
status in order to request a small purse
seine vessel be categorized as active for
the following calendar year. The Re-
gional Administrator must receive the
faxed vessel permit application and
payment of the observer placement fee
and permit application processing fee
no later than September 15 for vessels
for which a DML was requested for the
following year and no later than No-
vember 30 for vessels for which a DML
was not requested for the following
year. Submission of the vessel permit
application and payment of the ob-
server placement fee and permit appli-
cation processing fee will be inter-
preted by the Regional Administrator
as a request for a vessel to be cat-
egorized as active. The following re-
strictions apply to active status:

(A) The cumulative carrying capacity
of all vessels categorized as active on
the Vessel Register may not exceed
8,969 mt in a given year;

(B) A vessel may not be added to ac-
tive status on the Vessel Register un-
less the captain of the vessel has ob-
tained a valid operator permit under
§216.24(b)(2) of this title;

(C) For 2005 only, requests for vessels
will be prioritized on a first-come,
first-served basis according to the date
and time the fax is received in the of-
fice of the Regional Administrator;

(D) Requests for active status for 2006
and subsequent years will be
prioritized according to the following
hierarchy:

(I) Requests received for vessels that
were categorized as active in the pre-
vious year, beginning with the vessel’s
status in 2005, unless the request for ac-
tive status was determined to be frivo-
lous by the Regional Administrator
under paragraph (b)(4)(ii) of this sec-
tion;

(2) Requests received for vessels that
were categorized as inactive under
paragraph (b)(4)(iii) of this section in
the previous year, beginning with the
vessel’s status in 2005;

§300.22

(3) Requests for vessels not described
in paragraphs (b)(4)(D)(1) or (2) of this
section will be prioritized on a first-
come, first-served basis according to
the date and time stamp printed by the
incoming fax machine upon receipt,
provided that the associated observer
placement fee is paid by the applicable
deadline described in §216.24(b)(6)(iii) of
this title; and

(4) Requests received from owners or
managing owners of vessels that were
determined, by the Regional Adminis-
trator, to have made a frivolous re-
quest for active status under paragraph
(b)(4)(ii) of this section.

(ii) Frivolous requests for active status.
Beginning with requests made for 2005,
a request for active status under para-
graph (b)(4)(i) of this section will be
considered frivolous, unless as a result
of force majeure or other extraordinary
circumstances as determined by the
Regional Administrator if, for a vessel
categorized as active in a given cal-
endar year, less than 20 percent of the
vessel’s total landings, by weight, in
that same year is comprised of tuna
harvested by purse seine in the Conven-
tion Area.

(iii) Inactive status. From August 1
through November 30 of each year, ves-
sel owners or managing owners may re-
quest that vessels qualified to be listed
on the Vessel Register under paragraph
(b)(2) of this section be categorized as
inactive for the following calendar
year by submitting to the Regional Ad-
ministrator payment of the associated
observer placement fees. At any time
during the year, a vessel owner or man-
aging owner may request that a vessel
qualified to be listed on the Vessel Reg-
ister under paragraph (b)(2) of this sec-
tion be categorized as inactive for the
remainder of the calendar year by sub-
mitting to the Regional Administrator
payment of the associated observer
placement fee plus a 10 percent sur-
charge of the fee. Payment of the ob-
server placement fee consistent with
inactive status will be interpreted by
the Regional Administrator as a re-
quest for the vessel to be categorized as
inactive.

(6) Removal from the vessel register. A
vessel may be removed from the Vessel
Register by the Regional Adminis-
trator:
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(i) If the vessel has sunk;

(ii) Upon written request by the ves-
sel’s owner or managing owner;

(iii) Following a final agency action
on a permit sanction for a violation;

(iv) For failure to pay a penalty or
for default on a penalty payment
agreement resulting from a final agen-
cy action for a violation; or

(v) If the U.S. Maritime Administra-
tion or the U.S. Coast Guard notifies
NMF'S that:

(A) The owner has submitted an ap-
plication for transfer of the vessel to
foreign registry and flag; or

(B) The documentation for the vessel
will be or has been deleted for any rea-
son.

(6) Process for Removal from the Vessel
Register. When a vessel is removed from
the Vessel Register under paragraph
(b)(5) of this section, the Regional Ad-
ministrator shall promptly notify the
vessel owner in writing of the removal
and the reasons therefor. For a re-
moval from the Vessel Register under
§300.22(b)(5)(iii), the Regional Adminis-
trator will not accept a request to rein-
state the vessel to the Vessel Register
for the term of the permit sanction.
For a removal from the Vessel Register
under §300.22(b)(5)(iv), the Regional Ad-
ministrator will not accept a request
to reinstate the vessel to the Vessel
Register until such time as payment is
made on the penalty or penalty agree-
ment, or such other duration as NOAA
and the vessel owner may agree upon.

(T) Procedures for replacing vessels re-
moved from the Vessel Register. (1) A ves-
sel previously listed on the Vessel Reg-
ister, but not included for a given year
or years, may be added back to the
Vessel Register and categorized as in-
active at any time during the year,
provided the owner of the vessel pays
the observer placement fee associated
with inactive status plus a 10 percent
surcharge of the fee.

(ii) A vessel may be added to the Ves-
sel Register and categorized as active
in order to replace a vessel removed
from active status under paragraph
(b)(b) of this section, provided the total
carrying capacity of active vessels does
not exceed 8,969 mt and the owner sub-
mits a complete request under para-
graph (b)(7)(iv) or (v) of this section.
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(iii) After a vessel categorized as ac-
tive is removed from the Vessel Reg-
ister, the Regional Administrator will
notify owners or managing owners of
vessels categorized as inactive that re-
placement capacity is available on the
active list of the Vessel Register. In
the event that owners of inactive ves-
sels do not request to replace a re-
moved vessel, the Regional Adminis-
trator will notify owners of vessels eli-
gible for, but not included on, the Ves-
sel Register that replacement capacity
is available on the active list of the
Vessel Register.

(iv) The owner or managing owner of
a purse seine vessel of 400 st (362.8 mt)
carrying capacity or less may request a
vessel be categorized as active to re-
place a vessel removed from the Vessel
Register by submitting payment of the
observer placement fee to the Regional
Administrator.

(v) The owner or managing owner of
a purse seine vessel in excess of 400 st
(362.8 mt) carrying capacity may re-
quest a vessel be categorized as active
to replace a vessel removed from the
Vessel Register by submitting to the
Regional Administrator under
§216.24(b) of this title, the observer
placement fee, vessel permit applica-
tion, and permit application processing
fee for the replacement vessel. The re-
placement vessel will be eligible to be
categorized as active on the Vessel
Register if it has a carrying capacity
equal to or less than the vessel being
replaced, and the captain of the re-
placement vessel possesses an operator
permit under §216.24(b) of this title.

(vi) The Regional Administrator will
forward requests to replace vessels re-
moved from the Vessel Register within
15 days of receiving each request.

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 66
FR 49320, Sept. 27, 2001; 70 FR 19010, Apr. 12,
2005]

§300.23 Yellowfin tuna—Persons and
vessels exempted.

This subpart does not apply to:

(a) Any person or vessel authorized
by the IATTC, the Assistant Adminis-
trator, or any state of the United
States to engage in fishing for research
purposes.

(b) Any person or vessel engaged in
sport fishing for personal use.
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§300.24 Prohibitions.

In addition to the prohibitions in
§300.4, it is unlawful for any person or
vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States to:

(a) Land any species of tuna during
the closed season for that species in ex-
cess of the amount allowed by the Re-
gional Administrator.

(b) Fish on floating objects in the
Convention Area using any gear type
specified by the Regional Administra-
tor’s notification of closure issued
under §300.25;

(c) Use tender vessels in the Conven-
tion Area.

(d) Transship purse seine-caught tuna
at sea within the Convention Area.

(e) Fail to retain any bigeye, skip-
jack, or yellowfin tuna brought on
board a purse seine vessel in the Con-
vention Area, except fish unfit for
human consumption due to spoilage,
and except on the last set of the trip if
the well capacity is filled;

(f) When using purse seine gear to
fish for tuna in the Convention Area,
fail to release any non-tuna species as
soon as practicable after being identi-
fied on board the vessel during the
brailing operation;

(g) Land any non-tuna fish species
taken in a purse seine set in the Con-
vention Area;

(h) Fail to use the sea turtle han-
dling, release, and resuscitation proce-
dures in §300.25(e); or

(i) Fail to report information when
requested by the Regional Adminis-
trator under §300.22.

[61 FR 355650, July 5, 1996, as amended at 64
FR 29133, May 28, 1999; 64 FR 44430, Aug. 16,
1999; 66 FR 49320, Sept. 27, 2001. Redesignated
and amended at 69 FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004]

§300.25 Eastern Pacific fisheries man-
agement.

(a) Notification of IATTC recommenda-
tions. The Regional Administrator will
directly notify owners or agents of U.S.
tuna vessels of any fishery manage-
ment recommendations made by the
IATTC and approved by the Depart-
ment of State that will affect fishing
or other activities by U.S. parties with
fishery interests in the Convention
Area. As soon as practicable after such
notification, the Regional Adminis-
trator will announce approved IATTC

§300.25

recommendations in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER.

(b) Tuna quotas. (1) Fishing seasons
for all tuna species begin on January 1
and end either on December 31 or when
NMFS closes the fishery for a specific
species.

(2) The Regional Administrator may
close the U.S. fishery for yellowfin,
bigeye, or skipjack tuna or any other
tuna species in the Convention Area or
portion of the Convention Area when
advised by the Director of Investiga-
tions of the IATTC that the associated
quota has been or is projected to be
reached. Any such closure may include:

(i) An allowance for an incidental
catch that may be landed while fishing
for other tuna species;

(ii) A prohibition on the further set-
ting of specified gear types on floating
objects by U.S. vessels in the Conven-
tion Area;

(iii) Provisions for vessels that are at
sea during an announced closure to fish
unrestricted until the fishing trip is
completed;

(iv) Provisions for vessels at sea with
an observer on board during any clo-
sure to land fish unrestricted if the
landing occurs after December 31; or

(v) Other measures to ensure that the
conservation and management meas-
ures of the TATTC are achieved.

(3) The Regional Administrator will
announce any such closures directly to
the owners or agents of U.S. vessels
who are fishing in or are eligible to fish
in the Convention Area.

(4) As soon as practicable after being
advised of the quota attainment or pro-
jection under paragraph (b)(2) of this
section, the Regional Administrator
will publish an announcement of the
closure in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(c) Use of tender vessels. No person
subject to these regulations may use a
tender vessel in the Convention Area.

(d) Transshipments at sea. No person
subject to these regulations may trans-
ship purse seine-caught tuna from one
vessel to another vessel at sea within
the Convention Area.

(e) Bycatch reduction measures. (1)
Through December 31, 2001, all purse
seine vessels must retain on board and
land all bigeye, skipjack, and yellowfin
tuna brought on board the vessel after
a set, except fish deemed unfit for

781



§300.30

human consumption for other than rea-
son of size. This requirement shall not
apply to the last set of a trip if the
available well capacity is insufficient
to accommodate the entire fish catch
brought on board.

(2) All purse seine vessels must re-
lease all sharks, billfishes, rays,
mahimahi (dorado), and other non-tuna
fish species, except those being re-
tained for consumption aboard the ves-
sel, as soon as practicable after being
identified on board the vessel during
the brailing operation.

(3) All purse seine vessels must apply
special sea turtle handling and release
procedures, as follows:

(i) Whenever a sea turtle is sighted in
the net, a speedboat shall be stationed
close to the point where the net is lift-
ed out of the water to assist in release
of the turtle;

(ii) If a turtle is entangled in the net,
net roll shall stop as soon as the turtle
comes out of the water and shall not
resume until the turtle has been dis-
entangled and released;

(iii) If, in spite of the measures taken
under paragraphs (e)(3)(i) and (ii) of
this section, a turtle is accidentally
brought onboard the vessel alive and
active, the vessel’s engine shall be dis-
engaged and the turtle shall be re-
leased as quickly as practicable;

(iv) If a turtle brought on board
under paragraph (e)(3)(iii) of this sec-
tion is alive but comatose or inactive,
the resuscitation procedures described
in §223.206(d)(1)(i)(B) of this title shall
be used before release of the turtle.

[64 FR 44431, Aug. 16, 1999, as amended at 66

FR 49320, Sept. 27, 2001. Redesignated at 69
FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004]
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Subpart D—South Pacific Tuna
Fisheries

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 973-973r.

§300.30 Purpose and scope.

This subpart implements the South
Pacific Tuna Act of 1988 (Act) and the
Treaty on Fisheries Between the Gov-
ernments of Certain Pacific Island
States and the Government of the
United States of America (Treaty) and
applies to persons and vessels subject
to the jurisdiction of the United
States.

§300.31 Definitions.

In addition to the terms defined in
§300.2, in the Act, and in the Treaty,
and unless the context requires other-
wise, the terms used in this subpart
have the following meanings. If a term
is defined differently in §300.2, the Act,
or the Treaty, the definition in this
section shall apply.

Administrator means the individual or
organization designated by the Pacific
Island Parties to act on their behalf
under the Treaty and notified to the
United States.

Applicable national law means any of
the laws of Pacific Island Parties in the
following table and any regulations or
other instruments having the force of
law implemented pursuant to these
laws:

Pacific Island Party

Laws

AUSTRALIA

Fishing Levy Act, 1991.

COOK ISLANDS

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRO-
NESIA

Antarctic Marine Living Resources Conservation Act, 1981.
Fisheries Management Act, 1991.

Fisheries Administration Act, 1991.

Statutory Fishing Rights Charge Act, 1991.

Fisheries Legislation (Consequential Provisions) Act, 1991.
Foreign Fishing Licences Levy Act, 1991.

Fisheries Agreements (Payments) Act, 1991.

Torres Strait Fisheries Act, 1984.

Whale Protection Act, 1980.

Exclusive Economic Zone (Foreign Fishing Craft) Regulations, 1979.

Territorial Sea and Exclusive Economic Zone Act, 1977.

Marine Resources Act, 1989.

Titles 18 and 24 of the Code of the Federated States of Micronesia, as amended by
Public Law Nos. 2-28, 2-31, 3-9, 3-10, 3-34, and 3-80.
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Pacific Island Party

Laws

FlJI

KIRIBATI

MARSHALL ISLANDS

NAURU

NEW ZEALAND

NIUE

PALAU
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

SOLOMON ISLANDS

TONGA
TUVALU

VANUATU

SAMOA

Fisheries Act (Cap. 158).

Fisheries Regulations (Cap. 158).

Marine Spaces Act (Cap. 158A).

Marine Spaces (Foreign Fishing Vessels) Regulations, 1979.

Fisheries Ordinance, 1979.

Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1984.

Marine Zones (Declaration) Act, 1983.

Fisheries (Pacific Island States’ Treaty with the United States) Act 1988.

Title 33, Marine Resources Act, as amended by P.L. 1989-56, P.L. 1991-43, and P.L.
1992-25 of the Marshall Islands Revised Code.

Interpretation Act, 1971.

Interpretation Act (Amendment) Act No. 1 1975.

Interpretation Act (Amendment) Act No. 2 1975.

Marine Resources Act, 1978.

Antarctic Marine Living Resources Act, 1981.

Continental Shelf Act, 1964.

Conservation Act, 1987.

Driftnet Prohibition Act, 1991.

Exclusive Economic Zone (Foreign Fishing Craft) Regulations, 1978.

Fishing Industry Board Act, 1963.

Fisheries Act, 1983.

Marine Mammals Protection Act, 1978.

Marine Reserves Act, 1971.

Marine Pollution Act, 1974.

Meat Act, 1964.

Territorial Sea and Exclusive Economic Zone Act, 1977.

Tokelau (Territorial Sea and Exclusive Economic Zone) Act, 1977.

Submarine Cables and Pipelines Protection Act, 1966.

Sugar Loaf Islands Marine Protected Area Act, 1991.

Wildlife Act, 1953.

Niue Fish Protection Ordinance 1965.

Sunday Fishing Prohibition Act 1980.

Territorial Sea and Exclusive Economic Zone Act 1978.

Palau National Code, Title 27.

Fisheries Act (Cap 214).

Fisheries Regulations (Cap 214).

Fisheries (Torres Strait Protected Zone) Act, 1984.

National Seas Act (Cap 361).

Tuna Resources Management Act (Cap 224).

Whaling Act (Cap 225).

Delimitation of Marine Waters Act, 1978.

Fisheries Act, 1972.

Fisheries Limits Act, 1977.

Fisheries Regulations, 1972.

Fisheries (Foreign Fishing Vessels) Regulations, 1981.

Fisheries (United States of America) (Treaty) Act 1988.

Fisheries Act, 1989.

Fisheries Act (Cap 45).

Fisheries (Foreign Fishing Vessel) Regulations, 1982.

Marine Zones (Declaration) Act, 1983.

Foreign Fishing Vessels Licensing (US Treaty) Order 1987.

Fisheries Act 1982 (Cap 158).

Fisheries Regulations, 1983.

Maritime Zones Act 1981 (Cap 138).

Exclusive Economic Zone Act, 1977.

Territorial Sea Act, 1971.

Fisheries Act, 1988.

Authorized inspector means any indi-
vidual authorized by a Pacific Island
Party or the Secretary to conduct in-
spections, to remove samples of fish
and to gather any other information
relating to fisheries in the Licensing
Area.

Authorized officer means any officer
who is authorized by the Secretary, or
the Secretary of Transportation, or the

head of any Federal or state agency
that has entered into an enforcement
agreement with the Secretary under
section 10(a) of the Act.

Authorized party officer means any of-
ficer authorized by a Pacific Island
Party to enforce the provisions of the
Treaty.

Closed area means any of the areas in
the following table, as depicted on
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charts provided by the Regional Ad-
ministrator and as further described in

additional information

50 CFR Ch. Il (10-1-08 Edition)

provided by the Regional Adminis-
trator:
that may be

Pacific Island Party

Area

AUSTRALIA

COOK ISLANDS
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRO-
NESIA

FlJI

KIRIBATI

MARSHALL ISLANDS

NAURU
NEW ZEALAND

NIUE

PALAU

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
SOLOMON ISLANDS

TONGA

TUVALU

VANUATU
SAMOA

All waters within the seaward boundary of the Australian Fishing Zone (AFZ) west of a
line connecting the point of intersection of the outer limit of the AFZ by the parallel of
latitude 25° 30" South with the point of intersection of the meridian of longitude 151°
East by the outer limit of the AFZ and all waters south of the parallel of latitude 25° 30"
South.

Territorial Sea.

Three nautical mile territorial sea and nine nautical mile exclusive fishery zone and on all
named banks and reefs as depicted on the following charts:

DMAHTC NO 81019 (2nd. ed., Mar. 1945; revised 7/17/72; corrected through NM 3/78 of
21 June 1978).

DMAHTC NO 81023 (3rd. ed., 7 Aug. 1976).

DMAHTC NO 81002 (4th. ed., 26 Jan. 1980; corrected through NM 4/80).

Internal waters, archipelagic waters and territorial seas of Fiji and Rotuma and its De-
pendencies.

Within archipelagic waters as established in accordance with Marine Zones (Declaration)
Act 1983; within 12 nautical miles drawn from the baselines from which the territorial
seas is measured; and within 2 nautical miles of any anchored fish aggregating device
within the Kiribati exclusive economic zone for which notification of its location shall be
given by geographical coordinates.

12 nautical mile territorial sea and area within two nautical miles of any anchored fish ag-
gregating device within the Marshall Islands exclusive economic zone for which notifi-
cation of its location shall be given by geographical coordinates.

The territorial waters as defined by Nauru Interpretation Act, 1971, Section 2.

Territorial waters; waters within 6 nautical miles of outer boundary of territorial waters; all
waters to west of New Zealand main islands and south of 39° South latitude; all waters
to east of New Zealand main islands south of 40° South latitude; and in respect of To-
kelau: areas within 12 nautical miles of all island and reef baselines; twelve and one
half nautical miles either side of a line joining Atafu and Nukunonu and Faka’ofo; and
coordinates as follows:

Atafu: 8°35'10” S, 172°29'30” W

Nukunonu: 9°06'25” S, 171°52'10” W 9°11’30” S, 171°47°00” W

Faka'ofo: 9°22'30” S, 171°16’30” W

Territorial sea and within 3 nautical miles of Beveridge Reef, Antiope Reef and Haran
Reef as depicted by appropriate symbols on NZ 225F (chart showing the territorial sea
and exclusive economic zone of Niue pursuant to the Niue Territorial Sea and Exclu-
sive Economic Zone Act of 1978).

Within 12 nautical miles of all island baselines in the Palau Islands; and the area:

commencing at the north-easternmost intersection of the outer limit of the 12 nautical
mile territorial sea of Palau by the arc of a circle having a radius of 50 nautical miles
and its center at Latitude 07°16"34” North, longitude 134°28’25” East, being at about
the center of the reef entrance to Malakal Pass; running thence generally south-eas-
terly, southerly, south-westerly, westerly, north-westerly, northerly and north-easterly
along that arc to its intersection by the outer limit of the 12 nautical mile territorial sea;
and thence generally northerly, north-easterly, easterly, south-easterly and southerly
along that outer limit to the point of commencement.

Where for the purpose of these specifications it is necessary to determine the position on
the surface of the Earth of a point, line or area, it shall be determined by reference to
the World Geodetic System 1984; that is to say, by reference to a spheroid having its
center at the center of the Earth and a major (equatorial) radius of 6,378,137 meters
and a flattening of 1/298.2572.

All territorial seas, archipelagic and internal waters.

All internal waters, territorial seas and archipelagic waters; and such additional waters
around the main group archipelago, as defined under the Delimitation of Marine Wa-
ters Act 1978, not exceeding sixty nautical miles.

All waters with depths of not more than 1,000 meters, within the area bounded by the fif-
teenth and twenty third and one half degrees of south latitudes and the one hundred
and seventy third and the one hundred and seventy seventh degrees of west lon-
gitudes; also within a radius of twelve nautical miles from the islands of Teleki Tonga
and Teleki Tokelau.

Territorial sea and waters within two nautical miles of all named banks, that is Macaw,
Kosciusko, Rose, Bayonnaise and Hera, in Tuvalu exclusive economic zone, as de-
picted on the chart entitled “Tuvalu Fishery Limits” prepared by the United Kingdom
Hydrographic Department, Taunton, January 11, 1981.

Archipelagic waters and the territorial sea, and internal waters.

Territorial sea; reefs, banks and sea-mounts and within 2 nautical miles of any anchored
fish aggregating device within the Samoa exclusive economic zone for which notifica-
tion of its location shall be given by geographical coordinates.
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FFA Vessel Register means the reg-
istry of fishing vessels maintained by
the FFA, comprising those vessels
which are in good standing and 1li-
censed to fish in the waters of FFA
member countries, including those ves-
sels licensed under §300.32.

Fishing means searching for, catch-
ing, taking, or harvesting fish; at-
tempting to search for, catch, take, or
harvest fish; engaging in any other ac-
tivity that can reasonably be expected
to result in the locating, catching, tak-
ing, or harvesting of fish; placing,
searching for, or recovering fish aggre-
gating devices or associated electronic
equipment such as radio beacons; any
operations at sea directly in support of,
or in preparation for, any activity de-
scribed in this paragraph; or aircraft
use, relating to the activities described
in this definition, except for flights in
emergencies involving the health or
safety of crew members or the safety of
a vessel.

Fishing arrangement means an ar-
rangement between a Pacific Island
Party and the owner of a U.S. fishing
vessel that complies with section 6(b)
of the Act.

Fishing wvessel or wvessel means any
boat, ship, or other craft that is used
for, equipped to be used for, or of a
type normally used for commercial
fishing, and that is documented under
the laws of the United States.

Licensing Area means all waters in
the Treaty Area except for:

(1) Those waters subject to the juris-
diction of the United States in accord-
ance with international law.

(2) Those waters within closed areas.

(3) Those waters within limited areas
closed to fishing.

Licensing period means the period of
validity of licenses issued in accord-
ance with the Treaty.

Operator means any person who is in
charge of, directs or controls a vessel,
including the owner, charterer and
master.

Pacific Island Party means a Pacific
island nation that is a party to the
Treaty.

Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency
or FFA means the organization estab-
lished by the 1979 South Pacific Forum
Fisheries Agency Convention.

§300.31

Regional Administrator means the Re-
gional Administrator, Pacific Islands
Region, NMFS, 1601 Kapiolani Blvd.,
Suite 1110, Honolulu, HI 96814, or a des-
ignee.

Transship means to unload any or all
of the fish on board a licensed vessel ei-
ther ashore or onto another vessel.

Treaty Area means all waters north of
60° S. lat. and east of 90° E. long., sub-
ject to the fisheries jurisdiction of Pa-
cific Island Parties, and all other wa-
ters within rhumb lines connecting the
following points, except for waters sub-
ject to the jurisdiction in accordance
with international law of a State which
is not a party to the Treaty:

Point Latitude Longitude

A 2°35'39” S 141°00°00” E

B 1°01’35” N 140°48'35” E

(o] 1°01’35” N 129°30°00” E

D 10°00'00” N 129°30°00” E

E 14°00'00” N 140°00°00” E

F 14°00'00” N 142°00°00” E

G 12°30'00” N 142°00'00” E

H 12°30°00” N 158°00°00” E

| 15°00'00” N 158°00°00” E

J 15°00'00” N 165°00°00” E

K 18°00°00” N 165°00°00” E

L 18°00'00” N 174°00'00” E

M 12°00'00” N 174°00°00” E

N 12°00'00” N 176°00°00” E

o 5°00'00” N 176°00°00” E

P 1°00°00” N 180°00°00”

Q 1°00°00” N 164°00°00” W

R 8°00'00” N 164°00°00” W

S 8°00'00” N 158°00"00” W

T 0°0000” 150°00"00” W

U 6°00'00” S 150°00"00” W

Vv 6°00'00” S 146°00'00” W

w 12°00'00” S 146°00'00” W

X 26°00'00” S 157°00°00” W

Y 26°00'00” S 174°00'00” W

z 40°00'00” S 174°00'00” W

AA 40°00'00” S 171°00°00” W

AB 46°00'00” S 171°00°00” W

AC 55°00'00” S 180°00°00”

AD 59°00'00” S 160°00°00” E

AE 59°00°00” S 152°00'00” E and north
along the 152 degrees
of East longitude until
intersecting the Aus-
tralian 200-nautical-
mile limit.

UTC means Universal Coordinated
Time.

Vessel Monitoring System Unit or VMS
unit means Administrator-approved
VMS unit hardware and software in-
stalled on a vessel and required under
§300.45 as a component of the regional
VMS administered by the FFA to
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transmit information between the ves-
sel and the Administrator and/or other
reporting points designated by NMFS.

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 72
FR 6149, Feb. 9, 2007]

§300.32

(a) Each vessel fishing in the Licens-
ing Area must have a license issued by
the Administrator for the licensing pe-
riod being fished, unless excepted by
§300.39. Each licensing period begins on
June 15 and ends on June 14 of the fol-
lowing year.

(b) Upon receipt, the license or a duly
certified copy, facsimile or telex con-
firmation must be carried on board the
vessel when in the Licensing Area or
Closed Areas and must be produced at
the request of authorized officers, au-
thorized party officers, or authorized
inspectors. Prior to receipt of the li-
cense, but after issuance, a vessel may
be used to fish, provided the number of
the issued license is available on board.

(c) Application forms for licenses to
use a vessel to fish in the Licensing
Area may be requested from, and upon
completion, must be returned to, the
Regional Administrator. All of the in-
formation requested on the form and
the following must be supplied before
the application will be considered com-
plete:

(1) The licensing period for which the
license is requested.

(2) The name of an agent, located in
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, who,
on behalf of the license holder, will re-
ceive and respond to any legal process
issued in accordance with the Treaty.

(3) Documentation from an insurance
company showing that the vessel will
be fully insured for the licensing period
against all risks and liabilities nor-
mally covered by maritime liability in-
surance.

(4) If the owner or charterer is the
subject of proceedings under the bank-
ruptcy laws of the United States, rea-
sonable assurances that the owner of
charterer will be financially able to
fulfill any and all responsibilities
under the Treaty, Act, and regulations,
including the payment of any penalties
or fines.

(6) A copy of the vessel’s USCG Cer-
tificate of Documentation.

Vessel licenses.

50 CFR Ch. Il (10-1-08 Edition)

(d) The number of available licenses
is 45, five of which shall only be avail-
able to fishing vessels of the United
States engaged in joint venture ar-
rangements, specifically: Vessels en-
gaged in fishing activity designed to
promote maximization of the benefits
generated for the Pacific Island Parties
from the operations of fishing vessels
licensed pursuant to the Treaty, as de-
termined by the Administrator. Such
activity can include the use of canning,
transshipment, vessel slipping and re-
pair facilities located in the Pacific Is-
land Parties; the purchase of equip-
ment and supplies, including fuel sup-
plies, from suppliers located in the Pa-
cific Island Parties; and the employ-
ment of nationals of the Pacific Island
Parties on board such vessels.

(e) Applications for vessels may be
submitted at any time; complete appli-
cations will be forwarded to the Sec-
retary of State for transmittal to the
Administrator.

(f) The Secretary, in consultation
with the Secretary of State, may deter-
mine that a license application for a
vessel should not be forwarded to the
Administrator if:

(1) The application is not in accord
with the Treaty, Act, or regulations;

(2) The owner or charterer is the sub-
ject of proceedings under the bank-
ruptcy laws of the United States, and
reasonable financial assurances have
not been provided to the Secretary
that the owner or charterer will be fi-
nancially able to fulfill any and all re-
sponsibilities under the Treaty, Act,
and regulations, including the payment
of any penalties or fines;

(3) The owner or charterer has not es-
tablished to the satisfaction of the Sec-
retary that the vessel will be fully in-
sured for the licensing period against
all risks and liabilities normally cov-
ered by maritime liability insurance;
or

(4) The owner or charterer has not
paid any final penalty assessed by the
Secretary in accordance with the Act.

(g) An applicant will be promptly no-
tified if that applicant’s license appli-
cation will not be forwarded to the Ad-
ministrator, and of the reasons there-
for. Within 15 days of notification by
the Regional Administrator that the
application will not be forwarded, an
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applicant may request reconsideration
by providing a petition for reconsider-
ation accompanied by new or addi-
tional information.

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 72
FR 6151, Feb. 9, 2007]

§300.33 Compliance with applicable
national laws.

The operator of the vessel shall com-
ply with each of the applicable na-
tional laws, and the operator of the
vessel shall be responsible for the com-
pliance by the vessel and its crew with
each of the applicable national laws,
and the vessel shall be operated in ac-
cordance with those laws.

§300.34 Reporting requirements.

(a) Holders of licenses issued under
§300.32 shall comply with the reporting
requirements of this section with re-
spect to the licensed vessels.

(b) Any information required to be
recorded, or to be notified, commu-
nicated or reported pursuant to a re-
quirement of these regulations, the
Act, or the Treaty shall be true, com-
plete and correct. Any change in cir-
cumstances that has the effect of ren-
dering any of the information provided
false, incomplete or misleading shall be
communicated immediately to the Re-
gional Administrator.

(c) The operator of any vessel li-
censed under §300.32 must prepare and
submit accurate, complete, and timely
notifications, requests, and reports
with respect to the licensed vessel, as
described in paragraphs (c)(1) through
(10) of this section.

(1) Catch report forms. A record of
catch, effort and other information
must be maintained on board the ves-
sel, on catch report forms (also known
as ‘‘Regional Purse Seine Logsheets”,
or RPLs) provided by the Regional Ad-
ministrator. At the end of each day
that the vessel is in the Licensing
Area, all information specified on the
form must, for that day, be recorded on
the form. The completed catch report
form must be mailed by registered air-
mail to the Administrator within 14
days of the vessel’s next entry into
port for the purpose of unloading its
fish catch. A copy of the completed
catch report form must also be sub-
mitted to, and received by, the Re-

§300.34

gional Administrator within 2 days of
the vessel reaching port.

(2) Unloading and transshipment
logsheet forms. At the completion of any
unloading or transshipment of fish
from the vessel, all the information
specified on unloading and trans-
shipment logsheet forms provided by
the Regional Administrator must, for
that unloading or transshipment, be re-
corded on such forms. A separate form
must be completed for each fish proc-
essing destination to which the un-
loaded or transshipped fish are bound.
The completed unloading and trans-
shipment logsheet form or forms must
be mailed by registered airmail to the
Administrator within 14 days of the
completion of the unloading or trans-
shipment. The submitted form must be
accompanied by a report or reports of
the size breakdown of the catch as de-
termined by the receiver or receivers of
the fish, and such report must be
signed by the receiver or receivers. A
copy of the completed unloading and
transshipment logsheet, including a
copy of the accompanying report or re-
ports of the size breakdown of the
catch as determined by the receiver or
receivers of the fish, must also be sub-
mitted to, and received by, the Re-
gional Administrator within 2 days of
the completion of the unloading or
transshipment.

(3) Port departure reports. Before the
vessel’s departure from port for the
purpose of beginning a fishing trip in
the Licensing Area, a report must be
submitted to the Administrator by
telex, transmission via VMS unit, fac-
simile, or e-mail that includes the fol-
lowing information: Report type
(“LBEG”’); Regional Register number;
trip begin date; date and time (in UTC)
of report; IRCS; port name; weight of
catch on board (in metric tons) for
each of skipjack tuna, yellowfin tuna,
and all other species combined; in-
tended action; and estimated date of
departure. This information must be
reported in the format provided by the
Regional Administrator.

(4) Entry into port for unloading re-
ports. At least 24 hours before the ves-
sel’s entry into port for the purpose of
unloading fish from any trip involving
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fishing within the Licensing Area, a re-
port must be submitted to the Admin-
istrator by telex, transmission via
VMS unit, facsimile, or e-mail that in-
cludes the following information: Re-
port type (“LFIN”’); FFA Regional
Register number; trip begin date; date
and time (in UTC) of report; IRCS; port
name; weight of catch on board (in
metric tons) for each of skipjack tuna,
yellowfin tuna, and all other species
combined; intended action; and esti-
mated date and time (in UTC) of entry
into port. This information must be re-
ported in the format provided by the
Regional Administrator.

(5) Intent to transship notification and
request. At least 48 hours before trans-
shipping any or all of the fish on board
the vessel, a notification must be sub-
mitted to the Administrator and a re-
quest must be submitted to the Pacific
Island Party in whose jurisdiction the
transshipment is requested to occur.
The notification to the Administrator
and the request to the Pacific Island
Party may be identical. The notifica-
tion and request must include the fol-
lowing information: Name of vessel;
IRCS; vessel position (latitude and lon-
gitude to mnearest minute of arc);
weight of catch on board the vessel (in
metric tons) for each of skipjack tuna,
yellowfin tuna, and all other species
combined; and the date, time (in UTC),
and location where such transshipment
is requested to occur. The notification
to the Administrator must be reported
in the format provided by the Regional
Administrator and submitted by telex,
transmission by VMS unit, facsimile,
or e-mail. The request to the Pacific Is-
land Party must be reported in the for-
mat provided by the Regional Adminis-
trator and sent via the means and to
the address provided by the Regional
Administrator.

(6) Zone entry and exit reports. Each
time the vessel enters or exits the wa-
ters under the jurisdiction of a Pacific
Island Party, a report must be sub-
mitted to that Pacific Island Party
that includes the following informa-
tion: Report type (‘““ZENT” for entry or
“ZEXT” for exit); FFA Regional Reg-
ister number; trip begin date; date and
time (in UTC) of the entry or exit;
IRCS; vessel position (latitude and lon-
gitude to mnearest minute of arc);

50 CFR Ch. Il (10-1-08 Edition)

weight of catch on board (in metric
tons) for each of skipjack tuna, yel-
