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absence of such board members, fees 
must be reasonable when compared 
with amounts paid to outside directors 
of similar companies. Fees may be in 
the form of cash, warrants, or other 
payments. At least 50 percent of any 
such fees paid to your Associate by a 
Small Business for service by the Asso-
ciate as a board member must be allo-
cated back to you for your benefit. 

(e) Transaction fees. (1) You or your 
Associate may charge reasonable 
transaction fees for work performed 
such as preparing a Small Business for 
a public offering, private offering, or 
sale of all or part of the business, and 
for assisting with the transaction. Fees 
may be in the form of cash, notes, 
stock, and/or options. At least 50 per-
cent of any such fees paid to your Asso-
ciate by a Small Business for trans-
actions work done by the Associate 
must be allocated back to you for your 
benefit. 

(2) Your Associate may charge mar-
ket rate investment banking fees to a 
Small Business on that portion of a Fi-
nancing that you do not provide. 

(f) Recordkeeping requirements. You 
must keep a record of hours spent and 
amounts charged to the Small Busi-
ness, including expenses charged. 

[67 FR 68503, Nov. 12, 2002] 

Subpart J—SBA Financial Assist-
ance for NMVC Companies 
(Leverage) 

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT 
OBTAINING LEVERAGE 

§ 108.1100 Type of Leverage and appli-
cation procedures. 

(a) Type of Leverage available. You 
may apply for Leverage from SBA in 
the form of a guarantee of your Deben-
tures. 

(b) Applying for Leverage. The Lever-
age application process has two parts. 
You must first apply for SBA’s condi-
tional commitment to reserve a spe-
cific amount of Leverage for your fu-
ture use. You may then apply to draw 
down Leverage against the commit-
ment. See §§ 108.1200 through 108.1240. 

(c) Where to send your application. 
Send all Leverage applications to SBA, 
Investment Division Office of New Mar-

kets Venture Capital, 409 Third Street, 
SW., Washington, DC 20416. 

§ 108.1120 General eligibility require-
ment for Leverage. 

To be eligible for Leverage, you must 
be in compliance with the Act, the reg-
ulations in this part, and your Partici-
pation Agreement. 

§ 108.1130 Leverage fees payable by 
NMVC Company. 

There is no fee for the issuance of De-
bentures by a NMVC Company. 

§ 108.1140 NMVC Company’s accept-
ance of SBA remedies under 
§ 108.1810. 

If you issue Leverage, you automati-
cally agree to the terms and conditions 
in § 108.1810 as it exists at the time of 
issuance. The effect of these terms and 
conditions is the same as if they were 
fully incorporated in the terms of your 
Leverage. 

MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF LEVERAGE FOR 
WHICH A NMVC COMPANY IS ELIGIBLE 

§ 108.1150 Maximum amount of Lever-
age for a NMVC Company. 

The face amount of a NMVC Com-
pany’s outstanding Debentures may 
not exceed 150 percent of its 
Leverageable Capital. 

CONDITIONAL COMMITMENTS BY SBA TO 
RESERVE LEVERAGE FOR A NMVC 
COMPANY 

§ 108.1200 SBA’s Leverage commitment 
to a NMVC Company—application 
procedure, amount, and term. 

(a) General. Under the provisions in 
§§ 108.1200 through 108.1240, you may 
apply for SBA’s conditional commit-
ment to reserve a specific amount and 
type of Leverage for your future use. 
You may then apply to draw down Le-
verage against the commitment. 

(b) Applying for a Leverage commit-
ment. SBA will notify you when it is 
accepting requests for Leverage com-
mitments. Upon receipt of your re-
quest, SBA will send you a complete 
application package. 

(c) Limitations on the amount of a Le-
verage commitment. The amount of a Le-
verage commitment must be a multiple 
of $5,000. SBA, in its discretion, may 
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determine a minimum dollar amount 
for Leverage commitments. Any such 
minimum amounts will be published in 
Notices in the FEDERAL REGISTER from 
time to time. 

(d) Term of Leverage commitment. 
SBA’s Leverage commitment will auto-
matically lapse on the expiration date 
stated in the commitment letter issued 
to you by SBA. 

§ 108.1220 Requirement for NMVC 
Company to file financial state-
ments at the time of request for a 
draw. 

(a) If you submit a request for a draw 
against SBA’s Leverage commitment 
more than 90 days since your submis-
sion of an annual Form 468 or a Form 
468 (Short Form), you must: 

(1) Give SBA a financial statement 
on Form 468 (Short Form); and 

(2) File a statement of no material 
adverse change in your financial condi-
tion since your last filing of Form 468. 

(b) You will not be eligible for a draw 
if you are not in compliance with this 
section. 

§ 108.1230 Draw-downs by NMVC Com-
pany under SBA’s Leverage commit-
ment. 

(a) NMVC Company’s authorization of 
SBA to guarantee securities. By submit-
ting a request for a draw against SBA’s 
Leverage commitment, you authorize 
SBA, or any agent or trustee SBA des-
ignates, to guarantee your Debenture 
and to sell it with SBA’s guarantee. 

(b) Limitations on amount of draw. The 
amount of a draw must be a multiple of 
$5,000. SBA, in its discretion, may de-
termine a minimum dollar amount for 
draws against SBA’s Leverage commit-
ments. Any such minimum amounts 
will be published in Notices in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER from time to time. 

(c) Effect of regulatory violations on 
NMVC Company’s eligibility for draws— 
(1) General rule. You are eligible to 
make a draw against SBA’s Leverage 
commitment only if you are in compli-
ance with all applicable provisions of 
the Act and SBA regulations (i.e., no 
unresolved statutory or regulatory vio-
lations) and your Participation Agree-
ment. 

(2) Exception to general rule. If you are 
not in compliance, you may still be eli-
gible for draws if: 

(i) SBA determines that your out-
standing violations are of non-sub-
stantive provisions of the Act or regu-
lations or your Participation Agree-
ment and that you have not repeatedly 
violated any non-substantive provi-
sions; or 

(ii) You have agreed with SBA on a 
course of action to resolve your viola-
tions and such agreement does not pre-
vent you from issuing Leverage. 

(d) Procedures for funding draws. You 
may request a draw at any time during 
the term of the commitment. With 
each request, submit the following doc-
umentation: 

(1) A statement certifying that there 
has been no material adverse change in 
your financial condition since your last 
filing of SBA Form 468 (see also 
§ 108.1220 for SBA Form 468 filing re-
quirements). 

(2) If your request is submitted more 
than 30 days following the end of your 
fiscal year, but before you have sub-
mitted your annual filing of SBA Form 
468 (Long Form) in accordance with 
§ 108.630(a), a preliminary unaudited an-
nual financial statement on SBA Form 
468 (Short Form). 

(3) A statement certifying that to the 
best of your knowledge and belief, you 
are in compliance with all provisions of 
the Act and SBA regulations (i.e., no 
unresolved regulatory or statutory vio-
lations) and your Participation Agree-
ment, or a statement listing any spe-
cific violations you are aware of. Ei-
ther statement must be executed by 
one of the following: 

(i) An officer of the NMVC Company; 
(ii) An officer of a corporate general 

partner of the NMVC Company; 
(iii) An individual who is authorized 

to act as or for a general partner of the 
NMVC Company; or 

(iv) An individual who is authorized 
to act as or for a member-manager of 
the NMVC Company. 

(4) A statement that the proceeds are 
needed to fund one or more particular 
Small Businesses or to provide liquid-
ity for your operations. If required by 
SBA, the statement must include the 
name and address of each Small Busi-
ness, and the amount and anticipated 
closing date of each proposed Financ-
ing. 
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(e) Reporting requirements after draw-
ing funds. (1) Within 30 calendar days 
after the actual closing date of each Fi-
nancing funded with the proceeds of 
your draw, you must file an SBA Form 
1031 confirming the closing of the 
transaction. 

(2) If SBA required you to provide in-
formation concerning a specific 
planned Financing under paragraph 
(d)(4) of this section, and such Financ-
ing has not closed within 60 calendar 
days after the anticipated closing date, 
you must give SBA a written expla-
nation of the failure to close. 

(3) If you do not comply with this 
paragraph (e), you will not be eligible 
for additional draws. SBA may also de-
termine that you are not in compliance 
with the terms of your Leverage under 
§ 108.1810. 

§ 108.1240 Funding of NMVC Com-
pany’s draw request through sale to 
third-party. 

(a) NMVC Company’s authorization of 
SBA to arrange sale of securities to third- 
party. By submitting a request for a 
draw of Debenture Leverage, you au-
thorize SBA, or any agent or trustee 
SBA designates, to enter into any 
agreements (and to bind you to such 
agreements) necessary to accomplish: 

(1) The sale of your Debenture to a 
third-party at a rate approved by SBA; 
and 

(2) The purchase of your security 
from the third-party and the pooling of 
your security with other securities 
with the same maturity date. 

(b) Sale of Debentures to a third-party. 
If SBA arranges for the sale of your De-
benture to a third-party, the sale price 
may be an amount discounted from the 
face amount of the Debenture. 

FUNDING LEVERAGE BY USE OF SBA 
GUARANTEED TRUST CERTIFICATES 
(‘‘TCS’’) 

§ 108.1600 SBA authority to issue and 
guarantee Trust Certificates. 

(a) Authorization. Section 356 of the 
Act authorizes SBA to issue TCs and to 
guarantee the timely payment of the 
principal and interest thereon. Any 
guarantee by SBA of such TC is limited 
to the principal and interest due on the 
Debentures in any Trust or Pool back-
ing such TC. The full faith and credit 

of the United States is pledged to the 
payment of all amounts due under the 
guarantee of any TC. 

(b) SBA authority to arrange public or 
private fundings of Leverage. SBA in its 
discretion may arrange for public or 
private financing under its guarantee 
authority. Such financing arranged by 
SBA may be accomplished by the sale 
of individual Debentures, aggregations 
of Debentures, or Pools or Trusts of 
Debentures. 

(c) Pass-through provisions. TCs shall 
provide for a pass-through to their 
holders of all amounts of principal and 
interest paid on the Debentures in the 
Pool or Trust against which they are 
issued. 

(d) Formation of a Pool or Trust hold-
ing Leverage Securities. SBA shall ap-
prove the formation of each Pool or 
Trust. SBA may, in its discretion, es-
tablish the size of the Pools and their 
composition, the interest rate on the 
TCs issued against Trusts or Pools, 
fees, discounts, premiums and other 
charges made in connection with the 
Pools, Trusts, and TCs, and any other 
characteristics of a Pool or Trust it 
deems appropriate. 

§ 108.1610 Effect of prepayment or 
early redemption of Leverage on a 
Trust Certificate. 

(a) The rights, if any, of a NMVC 
Company to prepay any Debenture is 
established by the terms of such secu-
rity, and no such right is created or de-
nied by the regulations in this part. 

(b) SBA’s rights to purchase or pre-
pay any Debenture without premium 
are established by the terms of the 
Guaranty Agreement relating to the 
Debenture. 

(c) Any prepayment of a Debenture 
pursuant to the terms of the Guaranty 
Agreement relating to such security 
shall reduce the SBA guarantee of 
timely payment of principal and inter-
est on a TC in proportion to the 
amount of principal that such prepaid 
Debenture represents in the Trust or 
Pool backing such TC. 

(d) SBA shall be discharged from its 
guarantee obligation to the holder or 
holders of any TC, or any successor or 
transferee of such holder, to the extent 
of any such prepayment. whether or 
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not such successor or transferee shall 
have notice of any such prepayment. 

(e) Interest on prepaid Debentures 
shall accrue only through the date of 
prepayment. 

(f) In the event that all Debentures 
constituting a Trust or Pool are pre-
paid, the TCs backed by such Trust or 
Pool shall be redeemed by payment of 
the unpaid principal and interest on 
the TCs; provided, however, that in the 
case of the prepayment of a Debenture 
pursuant to the provisions of the Guar-
anty Agreement relating to the Deben-
ture, the CRA shall pass through pro 
rata to the holders of the TCs any such 
prepayments including any prepay-
ment penalty paid by the obligor 
NMVC Company pursuant to the terms 
of the Debenture. 

§ 108.1620 Functions of agents, includ-
ing Central Registration Agent, 
Selling Agent and Fiscal Agent. 

(a) Agents. SBA may appoint or cause 
to be appointed agent(s) to perform 
functions necessary to market and 
service Debentures or TCs pursuant to 
this part. 

(1) Selling Agent. As a condition of 
guaranteeing a Debenture, SBA may 
cause each NMVC Company to appoint 
a Selling Agent to perform functions 
that include, but are not limited to: 

(i) Selecting qualified entities to be-
come pool or Trust assemblers 
(‘‘Poolers’’). 

(ii) Receiving guaranteed Debentures 
as well as negotiating the terms and 
conditions of sales or periodic offerings 
of Debentures and/or TCs on behalf of 
NMVC companies. 

(iii) Directing and coordinating peri-
odic sales of Debentures and/or TCs. 

(iv) Arranging for the production of 
Offering Circulars, certificates, and 
such other documents as may be re-
quired from time to time. 

(2) Fiscal Agent. SBA shall appoint a 
Fiscal Agent to: 

(i) Establish performance criteria for 
Poolers. 

(ii) Monitor and evaluate the finan-
cial markets to determine those fac-
tors that will minimize or reduce the 
cost of funding Debentures. 

(iii) Monitor the performance of the 
Selling Agent, Poolers, CRA, and the 
Trustee. 

(iv) Perform such other functions as 
SBA, from time to time, may prescribe. 

(3) Central Registration Agent. Pursu-
ant to a contract entered into with 
SBA, the CRA, as SBA’s agent, will do 
the following with respect to the Pools 
or Trust Certificates for the Deben-
tures: 

(i) Form an SBA-approved Pool or 
Trust; 

(ii) Issue the TCs in the form pre-
scribed by SBA; 

(iii) Transfer the TCs upon the sale of 
original issue TCs in any secondary 
market transaction; 

(iv) Receive payments from NMVC 
companies; 

(v) Make periodic payments as sched-
uled or required by the terms of the 
TCs, and pay all amounts required to 
be paid upon prepayment of Deben-
tures; 

(vi) Hold, safeguard, and release all 
Debentures constituting Trusts or 
Pools upon instructions from SBA; 

(vii) Remain custodian of such other 
documentation as SBA shall direct by 
written instructions; 

(viii) Provide for the registration of 
all pooled Debentures, all Pools and 
Trusts, and all TCs; 

(ix) Perform such other functions as 
SBA may deem necessary to imple-
ment the provisions of this section. 

(b) Functions. Either SBA or an agent 
appointed by SBA may perform the 
function of locating purchasers, and 
negotiating and closing the sale of De-
bentures and TCs. Nothing in the regu-
lations in this part shall be interpreted 
to prevent the CRA from acting as 
SBA’s agent for this purpose. 

§ 108.1630 SBA regulation of Brokers 
and Dealers and disclosure to pur-
chasers of Leverage or Trust Cer-
tificates. 

(a) Brokers and Dealers. Each broker, 
dealer, and Pool or Trust assembler ap-
proved by SBA pursuant to these regu-
lations shall either be regulated by a 
Federal financial regulatory agency, or 
be a member of the National Associa-
tion of Securities Dealers (NASD), and 
shall be in good standing in respect to 
compliance with the financial, ethical, 
and reporting requirements of such 
body. They also shall be in good stand-
ing with SBA as determined by the 
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SBA Associate Administrator for In-
vestment (see paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion) and shall provide a fidelity bond 
or insurance in such amount as SBA 
may require. 

(b) Suspension and/or termination of 
Broker or Dealer. SBA shall exclude 
from the sale and all other dealings in 
Debentures or TCs any broker or deal-
er: 

(1) If such broker’s or dealer’s au-
thority to engage in the securities 
business has been revoked or suspended 
by a supervisory agency. When such 
authority has been suspended, SBA will 
suspend such broker or dealer for the 
duration of such suspension by the su-
pervisory agency. 

(2) If such broker or dealer has been 
indicted or otherwise formally charged 
with a misdemeanor or felony bearing 
on its fitness, such broker or dealer 
may be suspended while the charge is 
pending. Upon conviction, participa-
tion may be terminated. 

(3) If such broker or dealer has suf-
fered an adverse final civil judgment 
holding that such broker or dealer has 
committed a breach of trust or viola-
tion of law or regulation protecting the 
integrity of business transactions or 
relationships, participation in the mar-
ket for Debentures or TCs may be ter-
minated. 

(c) Termination/suspension proceedings. 
A broker’s or dealer’s participation in 
the market for Debentures or TCs will 
be conducted in accordance with part 
134 of this chapter. SBA may, for any 
of the reasons stated in paragraphs 
(b)(1) through (b)(3) of this section, sus-
pend the privilege of any broker or 
dealer to participate in this market. 
SBA shall give written notice at least 
ten (10) business days prior to the effec-
tive date of such suspension. Such no-
tice shall inform the broker or dealer 
of the opportunity for a hearing pursu-
ant to part 134 of this chapter. 

§ 108.1640 SBA access to records of the 
CRA, Brokers, Dealers and Pool or 
Trust assemblers. 

The CRA and any broker, dealer and 
Pool or Trust assembler operating 
under the regulations in this part shall 
make all books, records and related 
materials associated with Debentures 
and TCs available to SBA for review 

and copying purposes. Such access 
shall be at such party’s primary place 
of business during normal business 
hours. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

§ 108.1700 Transfer by SBA of its inter-
est in a NMVC Company’s Leverage 
security. 

Upon such conditions and for such 
consideration as it deems reasonable, 
SBA may sell, assign, transfer, or oth-
erwise dispose of any Debenture held 
by or on behalf of SBA. Upon notice by 
SBA, a NMVC Company will make all 
payments of principal and interest as 
shall be directed by SBA. A NMVC 
Company will be liable for all damage 
or loss which SBA may sustain by rea-
son of such disposal, up to the amount 
of the NMVC Company’s liability under 
such security, plus court costs and rea-
sonable attorney’s fees incurred by 
SBA. 

§ 108.1710 SBA authority to collect or 
compromise its claims. 

SBA may, upon such conditions and 
for such consideration as it deems rea-
sonable, collect or compromise all 
claims relating to obligations held or 
guaranteed by SBA, and all legal or eq-
uitable rights accruing to SBA. 

§ 108.1720 Characteristics of SBA’s 
guarantee. 

If SBA agrees to guarantee a NMVC 
Company’s Debentures, such guarantee 
will be unconditional, irrespective of 
the validity, regularity or enforce-
ability of the Debentures or any other 
circumstances that might constitute a 
legal or equitable discharge or defense 
of a guarantor. Pursuant to its guar-
antee, SBA will make timely payments 
of principal and interest on the Deben-
tures. 

Subpart K—NMVC Company’s 
Noncompliance With Terms of 
Leverage 

§ 108.1810 Events of default and SBA’s 
remedies for NMVC Company’s non-
compliance with terms of Deben-
tures. 

(a) Applicability of this section. By 
issuing Debentures, you automatically 
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