
268 

13 CFR Ch. I (1–1–09 Edition) § 120.474 

will also constitute consent to the individual 
minimum capital requirement. 

(d) Decision. After the close of the SBLC’s 
response period, the AA/CA will decide, based 
on a review of SBA reasons for proposing the 
individual minimum capital requirement, 
the SBLC’s response, and other information 
concerning the SBLC, whether the individual 
minimum capital requirement should be es-
tablished for the SBLC and, if so, the re-
quirement and the date it will become effec-
tive. The SBLC will be notified of the deci-
sion in writing. The notice will include an 
explanation of the decision; except for a de-
cision not to establish an individual min-
imum capital requirement for the SBLC. 

(e) Submission of plan. The decision may re-
quire the SBLC to develop and submit to 
SBA, within a time period specified, an ac-
ceptable plan to reach the individual min-
imum capital requirement by the date re-
quired. 

(f) Change in circumstances. If, after SBA’s 
decision in paragraph (d) of this section, 
there is a change in the circumstances af-
fecting the SBLC’s capital adequacy or its 
ability to reach the required individual min-
imum capital requirement by the specified 
date, either the SBLC or the AA/CA may pro-
pose to the other a change in the individual 
minimum capital requirement for the SBLC, 
the date when the individual minimum must 
be achieved, and/or the SBLC’s plan (if appli-
cable). The AA/CA may decline to consider 
proposals that are not based on a significant 
change in circumstances or are repetitive or 
frivolous. Pending a decision by the AA/CA 
on reconsideration, SBA’s original decision 
and any plan required under that decision 
will continue in full force and effect. 

§ 120.474 Prohibited financing. 
An SBLC may not make a loan to a 

small business that has received fi-
nancing (or a commitment for financ-
ing) from an SBIC that is an Associate 
of the SBLC. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE 1: At 73 FR 75516, 
Dec. 11, 2008, § 120.474 was redesignated as 
§ 120.476; and at 73 FR 75517 a new § 120.474 was 
added, effective Jan. 12, 2009. For the conven-
ience of the user, the added text is set forth 
as follows: 

§ 120.474 Relation to other actions. 
In lieu of, or in addition to, the procedures 

in this subpart, the individual minimum cap-
ital requirement for an SBLC may be estab-
lished or revised through a written agree-
ment or cease and desist proceedings under 
subpart I of this part. 

§ 120.475 Audits. 
Every SBLC is subject to periodic au-

dits by SBA’s Office of Inspector Gen-

eral, Auditing Division, and the cost of 
such audits will be assessed against the 
SBLC, except for the first audit. Fees 
are structured based on the SBLC’s as-
sets as of the date of the latest audited 
financial statement submitted to SBA 
before the audit. The fee schedule is set 
forth in SBA’s Standard Operating Pro-
cedures manual. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE 1: At 73 FR 75516, 
Dec. 11, 2008, § 120.475 was redesignated as 
§ 120.490, effective Jan. 12, 2009. 

§ 120.476 Suspension or revocation. 
SBA may revoke or suspend an SBLC 

for a violation of law, these regula-
tions, or any agreement with SBA. An 
appeal can be made following the pro-
cedures set forth in part 134 of this 
chapter. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 73 FR 75516, Dec. 
11, 2008, § 120.476 was removed, effective Jan. 
12, 2009. 

Subpart E—Servicing, Liquidation 
and Debt Collection Litigation 
of 7(a) and 504 Loans 

SBA’S PURCHASE OF A GUARANTEED 
PORTION 

§ 120.520 Purchase of 7(a) loan guaran-
tees. 

(a) When SBA will purchase—(1) For 
loans approved on or after May 14, 2007. 
A Lender may demand in writing that 
SBA honor its guarantee if the Bor-
rower is in default on any installment 
for more than 60 calendar days (or less 
if SBA agrees) and the default has not 
been cured, provided all business per-
sonal property securing the defaulted 
SBA loan has been liquidated. A Lend-
er may also submit a request for pur-
chase of a defaulted 7(a) loan when a 
Borrower files for federal bankruptcy 
once a period of at least 60 days has 
elapsed since the last full installment 
payment. If a Borrower cures a default 
before a Lender requests purchase by 
SBA, the Lender’s right to request pur-
chase on that default lapses. SBA con-
siders liquidation of business personal 
property collateral to be completed 
when a Lender has exhausted all pru-
dent and commercially reasonable ef-
forts to collect upon these assets. In 
addition, SBA, in its sole discretion, 
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may purchase the guaranteed portion 
of a loan at any time whether in de-
fault or not, with or without the re-
quest from a Lender. 

(2) For loans approved before May 14, 
2007. The regulations applicable to the 
time that a Lender may make demand 
for purchase that were in effect imme-
diately prior to this date will govern 
such loans. 

(b) Documentation for purchase. SBA 
will not purchase its guaranteed por-
tion of a loan from a Lender unless the 
Lender has submitted to SBA docu-
mentation that SBA deems sufficient 
to allow SBA to determine whether 
purchase of the guarantee is warranted 
under § 120.524. 

(c) Purchase of loans sold in Secondary 
Market. When the Lender has sold the 
guaranteed portion of a loan in the 
Secondary Market, under subpart F of 
this part, Lenders must perform all 
necessary servicing and liquidation ac-
tions for such loan even after SBA has 
purchased the guaranteed portion of 
such loan from a Registered Holder (as 
that term is defined in § 120.600(i)). In 
the event that SBA purchases its guar-
anteed portion of such a loan from the 
Registered Holder, Lenders must pro-
vide SBA with a loan status report 
within 15 business days of such pur-
chase. This report should include but 
not be limited to, a status report on 
the borrower and current condition of 
the collateral, plans for any type of 
loan workout or loan restructuring, ex-
isting liquidation activities including 
the sale of loan collateral, or the sta-
tus of ongoing foreclosure proceedings. 
The report should accompany re-
quested documentation that SBA 
deems sufficient to be able to review 
the Lender’s administration of the loan 
under § 120.524. A Lender’s failure to 
provide sufficient documentation may 
constitute a material failure to comply 
with SBA requirements under 
§ 120.524(a)(1), and may lead to initi-
ation of an action for recovery from 
the Lender of all or some of the mon-
eys SBA paid to a Registered Holder on 
a guarantee. SBA will also evaluate the 
Lender’s continued participation in the 
Secondary Market and may restrict 
further sale of guaranteed portions 
into the Secondary Market until SBA 
determines that the Lender has pro-

vided sufficient documentation for pur-
chases. 

(d) No waiver of SBA’s rights. Purchase 
by SBA of the guaranteed portion of a 
loan, or of a portion of SBA’s guar-
antee of a loan, either through a nego-
tiated agreement with a Lender or oth-
erwise, does not waive any of SBA’s 
rights to recover from the responsible 
Lender any money paid on the guar-
antee based upon the occurrence of any 
of the events set forth in § 120.524(a) in 
connection with that loan. 

[72 FR 18360, Apr. 12, 2007] 

§ 120.521 What interest rate applies 
after SBA purchases its guaranteed 
portion? 

When SBA purchases the guaranteed 
portion of a fixed interest rate loan, 
the rate of interest remains as stated 
in the note. On loans with a fluc-
tuating interest rate, the interest rate 
that the Borrower owes will be at the 
rate in effect at the time of the earliest 
uncured payment default, or the rate 
in effect at the time of purchase (where 
no default has occurred). 

§ 120.522 Payment of accrued interest 
to the Lender or Registered Holder 
when SBA purchases the guaran-
teed portion. 

(a) Rate of interest. If SBA purchases 
the guaranteed portion from a Lender 
or from a Registered Holder (if sold in 
the Secondary Market), it will pay ac-
crued interest at: 

(1) The rate in the note if it is a fixed 
rate loan; or 

(2) The rate in effect on the date of 
the earliest uncured payment default, 
or of SBA’s purchase (if there has been 
no default). 

(b) Payment to Lender—(1) For loans 
approved on or after May 14, 2007. SBA 
will pay up to a maximum of 120 days 
interest to a Lender at the time of 
guarantee purchase. 

(2) For loans approved before May 14, 
2007. The regulations applicable to the 
amount of interest that SBA will pay 
to a Lender upon loan default that 
were in effect immediately prior to 
this date will govern such loans. 
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(c) Payment to Registered Holder. SBA 
will pay a Registered Holder all ac-
crued interest up to the date of pay-
ment. 

[61 FR 3235, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 72 
FR 18361, Apr. 12, 2007] 

§ 120.523 What is the ‘‘earliest uncured 
payment default’’? 

The earliest uncured payment default 
is the date of the earliest failure by a 
Borrower to pay a regular installment 
of principal and/or interest when due. 
Payments made by the Borrower before 
a Lender makes its request to SBA to 
purchase are applied to the earliest 
uncured payment default. If the in-
stallment is paid in full, the earliest 
uncured payment default date will ad-
vance to the next unpaid installment 
date. If a Borrower makes any payment 
after the Lender makes its request to 
SBA to purchase, the earliest uncured 
payment default date does not change 
because the Lender has already exer-
cised its right to request purchase. 

§ 120.524 When is SBA released from li-
ability on its guarantee? 

(a) SBA is released from liability on 
a loan guarantee (in whole or in part, 
within SBA’s exclusive discretion), if 
any of the events below occur: 

(1) The Lender has failed to comply 
materially with any Loan Program Re-
quirement for 7(a) loans. 

(2) The Lender has failed to make, 
close, service, or liquidate a loan in a 
prudent manner; 

(3) The Lender’s improper action or 
inaction has placed SBA at risk; 

(4) The Lender has failed to disclose a 
material fact to SBA regarding a guar-
anteed loan in a timely manner; 

(5) The Lender has misrepresented a 
material fact to SBA regarding a guar-
anteed loan; 

(6) SBA has received a written re-
quest from the Lender to terminate the 
guarantee; 

(7) The Lender has not paid the guar-
antee fee within the period required 
under SBA rules and regulations; 

(8) The Lender has failed to request 
that SBA purchase a guarantee within 
180 days after maturity of the loan. 
However, if the Lender is conducting 
liquidation or debt collection litigation 
in connection with a loan that has ma-

tured, SBA will be released from its 
guarantee only if the Lender fails to 
request that SBA purchase the guar-
antee within 180 days after the comple-
tion of the liquidation or debt collec-
tion litigation; 

(9) The Lender has failed to use re-
quired SBA forms or exact electronic 
copies; or 

(10) The Borrower has paid the loan 
in full. 

(b) If SBA determines, at any time, 
that any of the events set forth in 
paragraph (a) of this section occurred 
in connection with that loan, SBA is 
entitled to recover any moneys paid on 
the guarantee plus interest from the 
Lender responsible for those events. 

(c) If the Lender’s loan documenta-
tion or other information indicates 
that one or more of the events in para-
graph (a) of this section occurred, SBA 
may undertake such investigation as it 
deems necessary to determine whether 
to honor or deny the guarantee, and 
may withhold a decision on whether to 
honor the guarantee until the comple-
tion of such investigation. 

(d) Any information provided to SBA 
by a Lender or other party will not 
prejudice, or be construed as effecting 
any waiver of, SBA’s right to deny li-
ability for a guarantee if one or more 
of the events listed in paragraph (a) of 
this section occur. 

(e) Unless SBA provides written no-
tice to the contrary, the Lender re-
mains responsible for all loan servicing 
ad liquidation actions until SBA hon-
ors its guarantee in full. 

[61 FR 3235, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 72 
FR 18361, Apr. 12, 2007] 

§ 120.530 Deferment of payment. 
SBA may agree to defer payments on 

a business loan for a stated period of 
time, and use such other methods as it 
considers necessary and appropriate to 
help in the successful operation of the 
Borrower. This policy applies to all 
business loan programs, including 504 
loans. 

§ 120.531 Extension of maturity. 
SBA may agree to extend the matu-

rity of a loan for up to 10 years beyond 
its original maturity if the extension 
will aid in the orderly repayment of 
the loan. 
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§ 120.532 What is a loan Moratorium? 
SBA may assume a Borrower’s obli-

gation to repay principal and interest 
on a loan by agreeing to make the pay-
ments to the Lender on behalf of the 
Borrower under terms and conditions 
set by SBA. This relief is called a 
‘‘Moratorium.’’ Complete information 
concerning this program may be ob-
tained from local SBA offices. 

§ 120.535 Standards for Lender and 
CDC loan servicing, loan liquida-
tion and debt collection litigation. 

(a) Service using prudent lending stand-
ards. Lenders and CDCs must service 
7(a) and 504 loans in their portfolio no 
less diligently than their non-SBA 
portfolio, and in a commercially rea-
sonable manner, consistent with pru-
dent lending standards, and in accord-
ance with Loan Program Require-
ments. Those Lenders and CDCs that 
do not maintain a non-SBA loan port-
folio must adhere to the same prudent 
lending standards for loan servicing 
followed by commercial lenders on 
loans without a government guarantee. 

(b) Liquidate using prudent lending 
standards. Lenders and Authorized CDC 
Liquidators must liquidate and con-
duct debt collection litigation for 7(a) 
and 504 loans in their portfolio no less 
diligently than for their non-SBA port-
folio, and in a prompt, cost-effective 
and commercially reasonable manner, 
consistent with prudent lending stand-
ards, and in accordance with Loan Pro-
gram Requirements and with any SBA 
approval of either a liquidation or liti-
gation plan or any amendment of such 
a plan. Lenders and CDCs that do not 
maintain a non-SBA loan portfolio 
must adhere to the same prudent lend-
ing standards followed by commercial 
lenders that liquidate loans without a 
government guarantee. They are also 
to operate in accordance with Loan 
Program Requirements and with any 
SBA approval of either a liquidation or 
litigation plan or any amendment of 
such a plan. 

(c) Absence of actual or apparent con-
flict of interest. A CDC must not take 
any action in the liquidation or debt 
collection litigation of a 504 loan that 
would result in an actual or apparent 
conflict of interest between the CDC 
(or any employee of the CDC) and any 

Third Party Lender, associate of a 
Third Party Lender, or any person par-
ticipating in a liquidation, foreclosure 
or loss mitigation action. 

(d) SBA rights to take over servicing or 
liquidation. SBA may, in its sole discre-
tion, undertake the servicing, liquida-
tion and/or litigation of any 7(a) or 504 
loan. If SBA elects to service, liquidate 
and/or litigate a loan, it will notify the 
relevant Lender or CDC in writing, 
and, upon receiving such notice, the 
Lender or CDC must assign the Loan 
Instruments to SBA and provide any 
needed assistance to allow SBA to serv-
ice, liquidate and/or litigate the loan. 
SBA will notify the Borrower of the 
change in servicing. SBA may use con-
tractors to perform these actions. 

[72 FR 18361, Apr. 12, 2007] 

§ 120.536 Servicing and liquidation ac-
tions that require the prior written 
consent of SBA. 

(a) Actions by Lenders and CDCs. Ex-
cept as otherwise provided in a Supple-
mental Guarantee Agreement with a 
Lender or an Agreement with a CDC, 
SBA must give its prior written con-
sent before a Lender or CDC takes any 
of the following actions: 

(1) Increases the principal amount of 
a loan above that authorized by SBA at 
loan origination. 

(2) Confers a Preference on the Lend-
er or CDC or engages in an activity 
that creates a conflict of interest. 

(3) Compromises the principal bal-
ance of a loan. 

(4) Takes title to any property in the 
name of SBA. 

(5) Takes title to environmentally 
contaminated property, or takes over 
operation and control of a business 
that handles hazardous substances or 
hazardous wastes. 

(6) Transfers, sells or pledges more 
than 90% of a loan. 

(7) Takes any action for which prior 
written consent is required by a Loan 
Program Requirement. 

(b) Actions by CDCs only (other than 
PCLP CDCs). SBA must give its prior 
written consent before a CDC, other 
than a PCLP CDC, takes any of the fol-
lowing actions with respect to a 504 
loan: 

(1) Alters substantially the terms or 
conditions of any Loan Instrument. 
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(2) Releases collateral having a cu-
mulative market value in excess of 10 
percent of the Debenture amount or 
$10,000, whichever is less. 

(3) Accelerates the maturity of the 
note. 

(4) Compromises or releases any 
claim against any Borrower or obligor, 
or against any guarantor, standby 
creditor, or any other person that is 
contingently liable for moneys owed on 
the loan. 

(5) Purchases or pays off any indebt-
edness secured by the property that 
serves as collateral for a defaulted 504 
loan, such as payment of the debt(s) 
owed to a lien holder or lien holders 
with priority over the lien securing the 
loan. 

(6) Accepts a workout plan to re-
structure the material terms and con-
ditions of a loan that is in default or 
liquidation. 

(7) Takes any action for which prior 
written consent is required by a Loan 
Program Requirement. 

(c) Documentation requirements. For 
all servicing/liquidation actions not re-
quiring SBA’s prior written consent, 
Lenders and CDCs must document the 
justifications for their decisions and 
retain these and supporting documents 
in their file for future SBA review to 
determine if the actions taken by the 
Lender or CDC were prudent, commer-
cially reasonable, and complied with 
all Loan Program Requirements. 

[72 FR 18361, Apr. 12, 2007] 

§ 120.540 Liquidation and litigation 
plans. 

(a) SBA oversight. SBA may monitor 
or review liquidation through the re-
view of liquidation plans which all Au-
thorized CDC Liquidators and certain 
Lenders must submit to SBA for ap-
proval prior to undertaking liquida-
tion, and through liquidation wrap-up 
reports which Lenders must submit to 
SBA at the completion of liquidation. 
SBA will monitor debt collection liti-
gation, such as judicial foreclosures, 
bankruptcy proceedings and other 
state and federal insolvency pro-
ceedings, through the review of litiga-
tion plans, as set forth in this section. 

(b) Liquidation plan. An Authorized 
CDC Liquidator and a Lender for a loan 
made under its authority as a CLP 

Lender must, prior to undertaking any 
liquidation, submit a written proposed 
liquidation plan to SBA and receive 
SBA’s written approval of that plan. 

(c) Litigation plan. An Authorized 
CDC Liquidator and a Lender must ob-
tain SBA’s prior approval of a litiga-
tion plan before proceeding with any 
Non-Routine Litigation, as defined in 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section. SBA’s 
prior approval is not required for Rou-
tine Litigation, as defined in paragraph 
(c)(2) of this section. 

(1) Non-Routine Litigation includes: 
(i) All litigation where factual or 

legal issues are in dispute and require 
resolution through adjudication; 

(ii) Any litigation where legal fees 
are estimated to exceed $10,000; 

(iii) Any litigation involving a loan 
where a Lender or Authorized CDC Liq-
uidator has an actual or potential con-
flict of interest with SBA; and 

(iv) Any litigation involving a 7(a) or 
504 loan where the Lender or CDC has 
made a separate loan to the same bor-
rower which is not a 7(a) or 504 loan. 

(2) Routine Litigation means 
uncontested litigation, such as non-ad-
versarial matters in bankruptcy and 
undisputed foreclosure actions, having 
estimated legal fees not exceeding 
$10,000. 

(d) Decision by SBA to take over litiga-
tion. If a Lender or Authorized CDC 
Liquidator is conducting, or proposes 
to conduct, debt collection litigation 
on a 7(a) loan or 504 loan, SBA may 
take over the litigation if SBA deter-
mines that the outcome of the litiga-
tion could adversely affect SBA’s ad-
ministration of the loan program or 
that the Government is entitled to 
legal remedies that are not available to 
the Lender or Authorized CDC Liqui-
dator. Examples of cases that could ad-
versely affect SBA’s administration of 
a loan program include, but are not 
limited to, situations where SBA deter-
mines that: 

(1) The litigation involves important 
governmental policy or program issues. 

(2) The case is potentially of great 
precedential value or there is a risk of 
adverse precedent to the Government. 

(3) The Lender or Authorized CDC 
Liquidator has an actual or potential 
conflict of interest with SBA. 
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(4) The legal fees of the Lender or Au-
thorized CDC Liquidator’s outside 
counsel are unnecessary, unreasonable 
or not customary in the locality. 

(e) Amendments to a liquidation or liti-
gation plan. Lenders and Authorized 
CDC Liquidators must submit an 
amended liquidation or litigation plan 
to address any material changes aris-
ing during the course of the liquidation 
or litigation that were not addressed in 
the original plan or an amended plan. 
Lenders and Authorized CDC Liquida-
tors must obtain SBA’s written ap-
proval of the amended plan prior to 
taking any further liquidation or liti-
gation action. Examples of such mate-
rial changes that would require the ap-
proval of an amended plan include, but 
are not limited to: 

(1) Changes arising during the course 
of Routine Litigation that transform 
the litigation into Non-Routine Litiga-
tion, such as when the debtor contests 
a foreclosure or when the actual legal 
fees incurred exceed $10,000. 

(2) If SBA has approved a litigation 
plan where anticipated legal fees ex-
ceed $10,000, or has approved an amend-
ed plan, and thereafter the anticipated 
or actual legal fees increase by more 
than 15 percent. 

(3) If SBA has approved a liquidation 
plan, or an amended plan, and there-
after the anticipated or actual costs of 
conducting the liquidation increase by 
more than 15 percent. 

(f) Limited waiver of need for a written 
liquidation or litigation plan. SBA may, 
in its discretion, and upon request by a 
Lender or Authorized CDC Liquidator, 
waive the requirements of paragraphs 
(b), (c) or (e) of this section, if one of 
the following extraordinary cir-
cumstances warrant such a waiver: the 
need for expeditious action to avoid the 
potential risk of loss on the loan or dis-
sipation of collateral exists; an imme-
diate response is required to litigation 
by a borrower, guarantor or third 
party; or another urgent reason arises. 
The Lender or Authorized CDC Liqui-
dator must obtain SBA’s written con-
sent to such waiver before undertaking 
the Emergency action, if at all prac-
ticable. SBA’s waiver will apply only 
to the specific action(s) which the 
Lender or Authorized CDC Liquidator 
has identified to SBA as being nec-

essary to address the Emergency. The 
Lender or Authorized CDC Liquidator 
must, as soon after the Emergency as 
is practicable, submit a written liq-
uidation or litigation plan to SBA or, if 
appropriate, a written amended plan, 
and may not take further liquidation 
or litigation action without written ap-
proval of such plan or amendment by 
SBA. 

(g) Appeals. A Lender for loans made 
under its authority as a CLP Lender or 
an Authorized CDC Liquidator that dis-
agrees with an SBA office’s decision 
pertaining to an original or amended 
liquidation plan, other than such por-
tions of the plan that address litigation 
matters, may submit a written appeal 
to the AA/FA within 30 days of the de-
cision. The AA/FA or designee will 
make the final Agency decision in con-
sultation with the Associate General 
Counsel for Litigation. A Lender or Au-
thorized CDC Liquidator that disagrees 
with an SBA office’s decision per-
taining to an original or amended liti-
gation plan, or the portion of a liquida-
tion plan addressing litigation matters, 
may submit a written appeal to the As-
sociate General Counsel for Litigation 
within 30 days of the decision. The As-
sociate General Counsel for Litigation 
will make the final Agency decision in 
consultation with the AA/FA. 

[72 FR 18362, Apr. 12, 2007] 

§ 120.541 Time for approval by SBA. 

(a) Except as set forth in paragraph 
(c) of this section, in responding to a 
request for approval under §§ 120.540(b), 
120.540(c), 120.536(b)(5) or 120.536(b)(6), 
SBA will approve or deny the request 
within 15 business days of the date 
when SBA receives the request. If SBA 
is unable to approve or deny the re-
quest within this 15-day period, SBA 
will provide a written notice of no deci-
sion to the Lender or Authorized CDC 
Liquidator, stating the reason for 
SBA’s inability to act; an estimate of 
the additional time required to act on 
the plan or request; and, if SBA deems 
appropriate, requesting additional in-
formation. 

(b) Except as set forth in paragraph 
(c) of this section, unless SBA gives its 
written consent to a proposed liquida-
tion or litigation plan, or a proposed 
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amendment of a plan, or any of the ac-
tions set forth in § 120.536(b)(5) or 
§ 120.536(b)(6), SBA will not be deemed 
to have approved the proposed action. 

(c) If a Lender seeks to perform liq-
uidation on a loan made under its au-
thority as a CLP Lender by submitting 
a liquidation plan to SBA for approval, 
SBA will approve or deny such plan 
within ten business days. If SBA fails 
to approve or deny the plan within ten 
business days, SBA will be deemed to 
have approved such plan. 

[72 FR 18362, Apr. 12, 2007] 

§ 120.542 Payment by SBA of legal fees 
and other expenses. 

(a) Legal fees SBA will not pay. (1) 
SBA will not pay legal fees or other 
costs that a Lender or Authorized CDC 
Liquidator incurs: 

(i) In asserting a claim, cross claim, 
counterclaim, or third-party claim 
against SBA or in defense of an action 
brought by SBA, unless payment of 
such fees or costs is otherwise required 
by federal law. 

(ii) In connection with actions of a 
Lender or Authorized CDC Liquidator’s 
outside counsel for performing non- 
legal liquidation services, unless au-
thorized by SBA prior to the action. 

(iii) In taking actions which solely 
benefit a Lender or Authorized CDC 
Liquidator and which do not benefit 
SBA, as determined by SBA. 

(2) SBA will not pay legal fees or 
other costs a Lender or CDC incurs in 
the defense of, or pay for any settle-
ment or adverse judgment resulting 
from, a suit, counterclaim or other 
claim by a borrower, guarantor, or 
other party that seeks damages based 
upon a claim that the Lender or CDC 
breached any duty or engaged in any 
wrongful actions, unless SBA expressly 
directed the Lender or CDC to under-
take the allegedly wrongful action that 
is the subject of the suit, counterclaim 
or other claim. 

(b) Legal fees SBA may decline to pay. 
In addition to any right or authority 
SBA may have under law or contract, 
SBA may, in its discretion, decline to 
pay a Lender or Authorized CDC Liqui-
dator for all, or a portion, of legal fees 
and/or other costs incurred in connec-
tion with the liquidation and/or litiga-

tion of a 7(a) loan or 504 loan under any 
of the following circumstances: 

(1) SBA determines that the Lender 
or Authorized CDC Liquidator failed to 
perform liquidation or litigation 
promptly and in accordance with com-
mercially reasonable standards, in a 
prudent manner, or in accordance with 
any Loan Program Requirement or 
SBA approvals of either a liquidation 
or litigation plan or any amendment of 
such a plan. 

(2) A Lender or Authorized CDC Liq-
uidator fails to obtain prior written ap-
proval from SBA for any liquidation or 
litigation plan, or for any amended liq-
uidation or litigation plan, or for any 
action set forth in § 120.536, when such 
approval is required by these regula-
tions or a Loan Program Requirement. 

(3) If SBA has not specifically ap-
proved fees or costs identified in an 
original or amended liquidation or liti-
gation plan under § 120.540, and SBA de-
termines that such fees or costs are not 
reasonable, customary or necessary in 
the locality in question. In such cases, 
SBA will pay only such fees as it deems 
are necessary, customary and reason-
able in the locality in question. 

(c) Fees for liquidation actions per-
formed by Authorized CDC Liquidators. 
Subject to paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion, SBA will compensate Authorized 
CDC Liquidators for their liquidation 
actions on 504 loans, whether such ac-
tions are performed by the CDC or the 
CDC’s contractor retained in accord-
ance with § 120.975(a)(2) or (b)(2)(ii). The 
compensation fee will be a percentage 
(to be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER from time to time, but not to ex-
ceed 10%) of the net recovery proceeds 
realized from the sale of collateral or 
other liquidation actions on an indi-
vidual loan, up to a fee of $25,000 for 
such loan, and a lower percentage (also 
to be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER from time to time, but not to ex-
ceed 5%) of the realized net recovery 
proceeds above such amounts. The 
compensation fee limits set forth in 
this paragraph (c) do not include rea-
sonable, customary and necessary ad-
ministrative costs related to liquida-
tion activities on such loan that are in-
curred in accordance with the liquida-
tion plan, or amendments thereto, ap-
proved by SBA pursuant to § 120.540(b). 
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The Authorized CDC Liquidator may 
compensate its contractor up to the 
amount it receives from SBA. All re-
quests for compensation fees must be 
received by SBA within nine months 
from the date of SBA’s purchase of the 
defaulted debenture. Fee requests not 
received within such timeframe will be 
automatically rejected. 

(d) Appeals—liquidation costs. A Lend-
er or Authorized CDC Liquidator that 
disagrees with a decision by an SBA of-
fice to decline to reimburse all, or a 
portion, of the fees and/or costs in-
curred in conducting liquidation may 
appeal this decision in writing to the 
AA/FA within 30 days of the decision. 
The decision of the AA/FA or designee 
will be made in consultation with the 
Associate General Counsel for Litiga-
tion, and will be the final Agency deci-
sion. 

(e) Appeals—litigation costs. A Lender 
or Authorized CDC Liquidator that dis-
agrees with a decision by SBA to de-
cline to reimburse all, or a portion, of 
the legal fees and/or costs incurred in 
conducting debt collection litigation 
may appeal this decision in writing to 
the Associate General Counsel for Liti-
gation within 30 days of the decision. 
The decision of the Associate General 
Counsel for Litigation will be made in 
consultation with the AA/FA, and will 
be the final Agency decision. 

[72 FR 18362, Apr. 12, 2007] 

§ 120.545 What are SBA’s policies con-
cerning the liquidation of collateral 
and the sale of business loans and 
physical disaster assistance loans, 
physical disaster business loans 
and economic injury disaster loans? 

(a) Liquidation policy. SBA or the 
Lender may liquidate collateral secur-
ing a loan if the loan is in default or 
there is no reasonable prospect that 
the loan can be repaid within a reason-
able period. 

(b) Sale and conversion of loans. With-
out the consent of the Borrower, SBA 
may: 

(1) Sell a direct loan; 
(2) Convert a guaranteed or imme-

diate participation loan to a direct 
loan; or 

(3) Convert an immediate participa-
tion loan to a guaranteed loan or a 
loan owned solely by the Lender. 

(4) Sell direct and purchased 7(a) and 
501, 502, 503 and 504 loans and physical 
disaster home loans, physical disaster 
business loans and economic injury dis-
aster loans in asset sales. SBA will 
offer these loans for sale to qualified 
bidders by means of competitive proce-
dures at publicly advertised sales. Bid-
der qualifications will be set for each 
sale in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of each sale. 

(c) Disposal of collateral and assets ac-
quired through foreclosure or conveyance. 
SBA or the Lender may sell real and 
personal property (including contracts 
and claims) pledged to secure a loan 
that is in default in accordance with 
the provisions of the related security 
instrument (see § 120.550 for Homestead 
Protection for Farmers). 

(1) Competitive bids or negotiated sales. 
Generally, SBA will offer loan collat-
eral and acquired assets for public sale 
through competitive bids at auctions 
or sealed bid sales. The Lender may use 
negotiated sales if consistent with its 
usual practice for similar non-SBA as-
sets. 

(2) Lease of acquired property. Nor-
mally, neither SBA nor a Lender will 
rent or lease acquired property or 
grant options to purchase. SBA and the 
Lender will consider proposals for a 
lease if it appears a property cannot be 
sold advantageously and the lease may 
be terminated on reasonable notice 
upon receipt of a favorable purchase 
offer. 

(d) Recoveries and security interests 
shared. SBA and the Lender will share 
pro rata (in accordance with their re-
spective interests in a loan) all loan 
payments or recoveries, including pro-
ceeds from asset sales, all reasonable 
expenses (including advances for the 
care, preservation, and maintenance of 
collateral securing the loan and the 
payment of senior lienholders), and any 
security interest or guarantee (exclud-
ing SBA’s guarantee) which the Lender 
or SBA may hold or receive in connec-
tion with a loan. 

(e) Guarantors. Guarantors of finan-
cial assistance have no rights of con-
tribution against SBA on an SBA guar-
anteed or direct loan. SBA is not 
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deemed to be a co-guarantor with any 
other guarantors. 

[61 FR 3235, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 44110, Aug. 13, 1999; 65 FR 17133, Mar. 31, 
2000; 68 FR 51680, Aug. 28, 2003. Redesignated 
and amended at 72 FR 18362, Apr. 12, 2007] 

§ 120.546 Loan asset sales. 
(a) General. Loan asset sales are gov-

erned by § 120.545(b)(4) and by this sec-
tion. 

(b) 7(a) loans—(1) For loans approved 
on or after May 14, 2007. The Lender will 
be deemed to have consented to SBA’s 
sale of the loan (guaranteed and 
unguaranteed portions) in an asset sale 
conducted or overseen by SBA upon the 
occurrence any of the following: 

(i) SBA’s purchase of the guaranteed 
portion of the loan from the Registered 
Holder for a loan where the guaranteed 
portion has been sold in the Secondary 
Market pursuant to subpart F of this 
part and after default, the Lender has 
not exercised its option to purchase 
such guaranteed portion; or 

(ii) SBA’s purchase of the guaranteed 
portion from the Lender, provided how-
ever, that if SBA purchased the guar-
anteed portion pursuant to 
§ 120.520(a)(1) prior to the Lender’s com-
pletion of liquidation for the loan, then 
SBA will not sell such loan in an asset 
sale until nine months from the date of 
SBA’s purchase; or 

(iii) SBA receives written consent 
from the Lender. 

(2) For loans identified in paragraph 
(b)(1)(i) of this section, the Lender may 
request that SBA withhold the loan 
from an asset sale if the Lender sub-
mits a written request to SBA within 
15 business days of SBA’s purchase of 
the guaranteed portion of the loan 
from the Registered Holder and if such 
request addresses the issues described 
in this subparagraph. The Lender’s 
written request must advise SBA of the 
status of the loan, the Lender’s plans 
for workout and/or liquidation, includ-
ing and pending sale of loan collateral 
or foreclosure proceedings arranged 
prior to SBA’s purchase that already 
are underway, and the Lender’s esti-
mated schedule for restructuring the 
loan or liquidating the collateral. SBA 
will consider the Lender’s request and, 
based on the circumstances, SBA in its 
sole discretion may elect to defer in-

cluding the loan in an asset sale in 
order to provide the Lender additional 
time to complete the planned restruc-
turing and/or liquidation actions. 

(3) For loans approved before May 14, 
2007. SBA must obtain written consent 
from the Lender for the sale of such 
loans in an asset sale. 

(4) After SBA has purchased the 
guaranteed portion of a loan from the 
Registered Holder or from the Lender, 
the Lender must continue to perform 
all necessary servicing and liquidation 
actions for the loan up to the point the 
loan is transferred to the purchaser in 
an asset sale. The Lender also must co-
operate and take all necessary actions 
to effectuate both the asset sale and 
the transfer of the loan to the pur-
chaser in the asset sale. 

(c) 504 loans—(1) PCLP Loans. After 
SBA’s purchase of a Debenture, SBA 
may at its sole discretion sell a de-
faulted PCLP Loan in an asset sale 
conducted or overseen by SBA, after 
providing to the PCLP CDC that made 
the loan advance notice of not less 
than 90 days before the date upon 
which SBA first makes its records con-
cerning such loan available to prospec-
tive purchasers for examination. 

(2) All other 504 loans. After SBA’s 
purchase of a Debenture, SBA may at 
its sole discretion sell a defaulted 504 
loan in an asset sale conducted or over-
seen by SBA. 

[72 FR 18364, Apr. 12, 2007] 

HOMESTEAD PROTECTION FOR FARMERS 

§ 120.550 What is homestead protec-
tion for farmers? 

SBA may lease to a farmer-Borrower 
the farm residence occupied by the 
Borrower and a reasonable amount of 
adjoining property (no more than 10 
acres and seven farm buildings), if they 
were acquired by SBA as a result of a 
defaulted farm loan made or guaran-
teed by SBA (see the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act, 7 
U.S.C. 1921, for qualifying loan pur-
poses). 

§ 120.551 Who is eligible for homestead 
protection? 

SBA must notify the Borrower in 
possession of the availability of these 
homestead protection rights within 30 
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days after SBA acquires the property. 
A farmer-Borrower must: 

(a) Apply for the homestead occu-
pancy to the SBA field office which 
serviced the loan within 90 days after 
SBA acquires the property; 

(b) Provide evidence that the farm 
produces farm income reasonable for 
the area and economic conditions; 

(c) Show that at least 60 percent of 
the Borrower and spouse’s gross annual 
income came from farm or ranch oper-
ations in at least any two out of the 
last six calendar years; 

(d) Have resided on the property dur-
ing the previous six years; and 

(e) Be personally liable for the debt. 

§ 120.552 Lease. 
If approved, the applicant must per-

sonally occupy the residence during 
the term of the lease and pay a reason-
able rent to SBA. The lease will be for 
a period of at least 3 years, but no 
more than 5 years. A lease of less than 
5 years may be renewed, but not be-
yond 5 years from the original lease 
date. During or at the end of the lease 
period, the lessee has a right of first re-
fusal to reacquire the homestead prop-
erty under terms and conditions no less 
favorable than those offered to any 
other purchaser. 

§ 120.553 Appeal. 
If the application is denied, the Bor-

rower may appeal the decision to the 
D/FA. Until the conclusion of any ap-
peal, the Borrower may retain posses-
sion of the homestead property. 

§ 120.554 Conflict of laws. 
In the event of a conflict between the 

homestead provisions at §§ 120.550 
through 120.553 of this part, and any 
state law relating to the right of a Bor-
rower to designate for separate sale or 
to redeem part or all of the real prop-
erty securing a loan foreclosed by the 
Lender, state law shall prevail. 

Subpart F—Secondary Market 
FISCAL AND TRANSFER AGENT (FTA) 

§ 120.600 Definitions. 
(a) Certificate is the document the 

FTA issues representing a beneficial 
fractional interest in a Pool (Pool Cer-

tificate), or an undivided interest in 
the entire guaranteed portion of an in-
dividual 7(a) guaranteed loan (Indi-
vidual Certificate). 

(b) Current means that no repayment 
from a Borrower to a Lender is over 29 
days late measured from the due date 
of the payment on the records of the 
FTA’s central registry (Pools) or the 
entity servicing the loan (individual 
guaranteed portion). 

(c) Dollar-Weighted Average Net Rate 
of a Pool is calculated by multiplying 
the interest rate of each loan in the 
Pool by the ratio of that loan’s current 
outstanding guaranteed principal to 
the current outstanding guaranteed 
principal of all loans in the Pool, and 
adding the sum of the resulting prod-
ucts. The Dollar-Weighted Average Net 
Rate of a Pool will fluctuate over the 
life of the Pool as loan defaults, pre-
payments and normal loan repayments 
occur. 

(d) FTA is the SBA’s fiscal and trans-
fer agent. 

(e) Note Rate is the interest rate on 
the Borrower’s note. 

(f) Net Rate is the interest rate on an 
individual guaranteed portion of a loan 
in a Pool. 

(g) Pool is an aggregation of SBA 
guaranteed portions of loans made by 
Lenders. 

(h) Pool Assembler is a financial insti-
tution that: 

(1) Organizes and packages a Pool by 
acquiring the SBA guaranteed portions 
of loans from Lenders; 

(2) Resells fractional interests in the 
Pool to Registered Holders; and 

(3) Directs the FTA to issue Certifi-
cates. 

(i) Pool Rate is the interest rate on a 
Pool Certificate. 

(j) Registered Holder is the Certificate 
owner listed in FTA’s records. 

(k) SBA’s Secondary Market Program 
Guide is an issuance from SBA which 
describes the characteristics of Sec-
ondary Market transactions. 

(l) Weighted Average Coupon (WAC) 
Pool is a Pool where the interest rate 
payable to the investor is equal to the 
Dollar-Weighted Average Net Rate of 
the Pool. 

[61 FR 3235, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 73 
FR 67102, Nov. 13, 2008] 
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