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takeoff and initial climb phase of flight 
provided: 

(1) The Airplane Flight Manual speci-
fies a minimum altitude engagement 
certification restriction; 

(2) The system is not engaged prior 
to the minimum engagement certifi-
cation restriction specified in the Air-
plane Flight Manual or an altitude 
specified by the Administrator, which-
ever is higher; and 

(3) The Administrator finds that the 
use of the system will not otherwise af-
fect the safety standards required by 
this section. 

[Doc. No. 19779, 45 FR 67325, Oct. 9, 1980, as 
amended by Amdt. 125–12, 54 FR 34332, Aug. 
18, 1989; Amdt. 125–29, 62 FR 27922, May 21, 
1997] 

§ 125.331 Carriage of persons without 
compliance with the passenger-car-
rying provisions of this part. 

The following persons may be carried 
aboard an airplane without complying 
with the passenger-carrying require-
ments of this part: 

(a) A crewmember. 
(b) A person necessary for the safe 

handling of animals on the airplane. 
(c) A person necessary for the safe 

handling of hazardous materials (as de-
fined in subchapter C of title 49 CFR). 

(d) A person performing duty as a se-
curity or honor guard accompanying a 
shipment made by or under the author-
ity of the U.S. Government. 

(e) A military courier or a military 
route supervisor carried by a military 
cargo contract operator if that car-
riage is specifically authorized by the 
appropriate military service. 

(f) An authorized representative of 
the Administrator conducting an en 
route inspection. 

(g) A person authorized by the Ad-
ministrator. 

§ 125.333 Stowage of food, beverage, 
and passenger service equipment 
during airplane movement on the 
surface, takeoff, and landing. 

(a) No certificate holder may move 
an airplane on the surface, take off, or 
land when any food, beverage, or table-
ware furnished by the certificate hold-
er is located at any passenger seat. 

(b) No certificate holder may move 
an airplane on the surface, take off, or 
land unless each food and beverage 

tray and seat back tray table is se-
cured in its stowed position. 

(c) No certificate holder may permit 
an airplane to move on the surface, 
take off, or land unless each passenger 
serving cart is secured in its stowed po-
sition. 

(d) Each passenger shall comply with 
instructions given by a crewmember 
with regard to compliance with this 
section. 

[Doc. No. 26142, 57 FR 42675, Sept. 15, 1992] 

Subpart K—Flight Release Rules 

§ 125.351 Flight release authority. 

(a) No person may start a flight with-
out authority from the person author-
ized by the certificate holder to exer-
cise operational control over the flight. 

(b) No person may start a flight un-
less the pilot in command or the person 
authorized by the cetificate holder to 
exercise operational control over the 
flight has executed a flight release set-
ting forth the conditions under which 
the flight will be conducted. The pilot 
in command may sign the flight re-
lease only when both the pilot in com-
mand and the person authorized to ex-
ercise operational control believe the 
flight can be made safely, unless the 
pilot in command is authorized by the 
certificate holder to exercise oper-
ational control and execute the flight 
release without the approval of any 
other person. 

(c) No person may continue a flight 
from an intermediate airport without a 
new flight release if the airplane has 
been on the ground more than 6 hours. 

§ 125.353 Facilities and services. 

During a flight, the pilot in command 
shall obtain any additional available 
information of meteorological condi-
tions and irregularities of facilities and 
services that may affect the safety of 
the flight. 

§ 125.355 Airplane equipment. 

No person may release an airplane 
unless it is airworthy and is equipped 
as prescribed. 
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§ 125.357 Communication and naviga-
tion facilities. 

No person may release an airplane 
over any route or route segment unless 
communication and navigation facili-
ties equal to those required by § 125.51 
are in satisfactory operating condition. 

§ 125.359 Flight release under VFR. 
No person may release an airplane 

for VFR operation unless the ceiling 
and visibility en route, as indicated by 
available weather reports or forecasts, 
or any combination thereof, are and 
will remain at or above applicable VFR 
minimums until the airplane arrives at 
the airport or airports specified in the 
flight release. 

§ 125.361 Flight release under IFR or 
over-the-top. 

Except as provided in § 125.363, no per-
son may release an airplane for oper-
ations under IFR or over-the-top unless 
appropriate weather reports or fore-
casts, or any combination thereof, indi-
cate that the weather conditions will 
be at or above the authorized mini-
mums at the estimated time of arrival 
at the airport or airports to which re-
leased. 

§ 125.363 Flight release over water. 
(a) No person may release an airplane 

for a flight that involves extended 
overwater operation unless appropriate 
weather reports or forecasts, or any 
combination thereof, indicate that the 
weather conditions will be at or above 
the authorized minimums at the esti-
mated time of arrival at any airport to 
which released or to any required alter-
nate airport. 

(b) Each certificate holder shall con-
duct extended overwater operations 
under IFR unless it shows that oper-
ating under IFR is not necessary for 
safety. 

(c) Each certificate holder shall con-
duct other overwater operations under 
IFR if the Administrator determines 
that operation under IFR is necessary 
for safety. 

(d) Each authorization to conduct ex-
tended overwater operations under 
VFR and each requirement to conduct 
other overwater operations under IFR 
will be specified in the operations spec-
ifications. 

§ 125.365 Alternate airport for depar-
ture. 

(a) If the weather conditions at the 
airport of takeoff are below the landing 
minimums in the certificate holder’s 
operations specifications for that air-
port, no person may release an airplane 
from that airport unless the flight re-
lease specifies an alternate airport lo-
cated within the following distances 
from the airport of takeoff: 

(1) Airplanes having two engines. Not 
more than 1 hour from the departure 
airport at normal cruising speed in 
still air with one engine inoperative. 

(2) Airplanes having three or more en-
gines. Not more than 2 hours from the 
departure airport at normal cruising 
speed in still air with one engine inop-
erative. 

(b) For the purposes of paragraph (a) 
of this section, the alternate airport 
weather conditions must meet the re-
quirements of the certificate holder’s 
operations specifications. 

(c) No person may release an airplane 
from an airport unless that person lists 
each required alternate airport in the 
flight release. 

§ 125.367 Alternate airport for destina-
tion: IFR or over-the-top. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, each person releas-
ing an airplane for operation under IFR 
or over-the-top shall list at least one 
alternate airport for each destination 
airport in the flight release. 

(b) An alternate airport need not be 
designated for IFR or over-the-top op-
erations where the airplane carries 
enough fuel to meet the requirements 
of §§ 125.375 and 125.377 for flights out-
side the 48 conterminous States and 
the District of Columbia over routes 
without an available alternate airport 
for a particular airport of destination. 

(c) For the purposes of paragraph (a) 
of this section, the weather require-
ments at the alternate airport must 
meet the requirements of the opera-
tor’s operations specifications. 

(d) No person may release a flight un-
less that person lists each required al-
ternate airport in the flight release. 
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§ 125.369 Alternate airport weather 
minimums. 

No person may list an airport as an 
alternate airport in the flight release 
unless the appropriate weather reports 
or forecasts, or any combination there-
of, indicate that the weather condi-
tions will be at or above the alternate 
weather minimums specified in the cer-
tificate holder’s operations specifica-
tions for that airport when the flight 
arrives. 

§ 125.371 Continuing flight in unsafe 
conditions. 

(a) No pilot in command may allow a 
flight to continue toward any airport 
to which it has been released if, in the 
opinion of the pilot in command, the 
flight cannot be completed safely, un-
less, in the opinion of the pilot in com-
mand, there is no safer procedure. In 
that event, continuation toward that 
airport is an emergency situation. 

§ 125.373 Original flight release or 
amendment of flight release. 

(a) A certificate holder may specify 
any airport authorized for the type of 
airplane as a destination for the pur-
pose of original release. 

(b) No person may allow a flight to 
continue to an airport to which it has 
been released unless the weather condi-
tions at an alternate airport that was 
specified in the flight release are fore-
cast to be at or above the alternate 
minimums specified in the operations 
specifications for that airport at the 
time the airplane would arrive at the 
alternate airport. However, the flight 
release may be amended en route to in-
clude any alternate airport that is 
within the fuel range of the airplane as 
specified in § 125.375 or § 125.377. 

(c) No person may change an original 
destination or alternate airport that is 
specified in the original flight release 
to another airport while the airplane is 
en route unless the other airport is au-
thorized for that type of airplane. 

(d) Each person who amends a flight 
release en route shall record that 
amendment. 

§ 125.375 Fuel supply: Nonturbine and 
turbopropeller-powered airplanes. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, no person may re-

lease for flight or take off a nonturbine 
or turbopropeller-powered airplane un-
less, considering the wind and other 
weather conditions expected, it has 
enough fuel— 

(1) To fly to and land at the airport 
to which it is released; 

(2) Thereafter, to fly to and land at 
the most distant alternate airport 
specified in the flight release; and 

(3) Thereafter, to fly for 45 minutes 
at normal crusing fuel consumption. 

(b) If the airplane is released for any 
flight other than from one point in the 
conterminous United States to another 
point in the conterminous United 
States, it must carry enough fuel to 
meet the requirements of paragraphs 
(a) (1) and (2) of this section and there-
after fly for 30 minutes plus 15 percent 
of the total time required to fly at nor-
mal cruising fuel consumption to the 
airports specified in paragraphs (a) (1) 
and (2) of this section, or fly for 90 min-
utes at normal cruising fuel consump-
tion, whichever is less. 

(c) No person may release a nontur-
bine or turbopropeller-powered air-
plane to an airport for which an alter-
nate is not specified under § 125.367(b) 
unless it has enough fuel, considering 
wind and other weather conditions ex-
pected, to fly to that airport and there-
after to fly for 3 hours at normal cruis-
ing fuel consumption. 

§ 125.377 Fuel supply: Turbine-engine- 
powered airplanes other than tur-
bopropeller. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, no person may re-
lease for flight or takeoff a turbine- 
powered airplane (other than a turbo-
propeller-powered airplane) unless, 
considering the wind and other weather 
conditions expected, it has enough 
fuel— 

(1) To fly to and land at the airport 
to which it is released; 

(2) Thereafter, to fly to and land at 
the most distant alternate airport 
specified in the flight release; and 

(3) Thereafter, to fly for 45 minutes 
at normal cruising fuel consumption. 

(b) For any operation outside the 48 
conterminous United States and the 
District of Columbia, unless authorized 
by the Administrator in the operations 
specifications, no person may release 
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for flight or take off a turbine-engine 
powered airplane (other than a turbo-
propeller-powered airplane) unless, 
considering wind and other weather 
conditions expected, it has enough 
fuel— 

(1) To fly and land at the airport to 
which it is released; 

(2) After that, to fly for a period of 10 
percent of the total time required to 
fly from the airport of departure and 
land at the airport to which it was re-
leased; 

(3) After that, to fly to and land at 
the most distant alternate airport 
specified in the flight release, if an al-
ternate is required; and 

(4) After that, to fly for 30 minutes at 
holding speed at 1,500 feet above the al-
ternate airport (or the destination air-
port if no alternate is required) under 
standard temperature conditions. 

(c) No person may release a turbine- 
engine-powered airplane (other than a 
turbopropeller airplane) to an airport 
for which an alternate is not specified 
under § 125.367(b) unless it has enough 
fuel, considering wind and other weath-
er conditions expected, to fly to that 
airport and thereafter to fly for at 
least 2 hours at normal cruising fuel 
consumption. 

(d) The Administrator may amend 
the operations specifications of a cer-
tificate holder to require more fuel 
than any of the minimums stated in 
paragraph (a) or (b) of this section if 
the Administrator finds that additional 
fuel is necessary on a particular route 
in the interest of safety. 

§ 125.379 Landing weather minimums: 
IFR. 

(a) If the pilot in command of an air-
plane has not served 100 hours as pilot 
in command in the type of airplane 
being operated, the MDA or DA/DH and 
visibility landing minimums in the cer-
tificate holder’s operations specifica-
tion are increased by 100 feet and one- 
half mile (or the RVR equivalent). The 
MDA or DA/DH and visibility mini-
mums need not be increased above 
those applicable to the airport when 
used as an alternate airport, but in no 
event may the landing minimums be 
less than a 300-foot ceiling and 1 mile 
of visibility. 

(b) The 100 hours of pilot-in-command 
experience required by paragraph (a) 
may be reduced (not to exceed 50 per-
cent) by substituting one landing in op-
erations under this part in the type of 
airplane for 1 required hour of pilot-in- 
command experience if the pilot has at 
least 100 hours as pilot in command of 
another type airplane in operations 
under this part. 

(c) Category II minimums, when au-
thorized in the certificate holder’s op-
erations specifications, do not apply 
until the pilot in command subject to 
paragraph (a) of this section meets the 
requirements of that paragraph in the 
type of airplane the pilot is operating. 

[Doc. No. 19779, 45 FR 67235, Oct. 9, 1980, as 
amended by Amdt. 125–52, 72 FR 31683, June 
7, 2007] 

§ 125.381 Takeoff and landing weather 
minimums: IFR. 

(a) Regardless of any clearance from 
ATC, if the reported weather condi-
tions are less than that specified in the 
certificate holder’s operations speci-
fications, no pilot may— 

(1) Take off an airplane under IFR; or 
(2) Except as provided in paragraph 

(c) of this section, land an airplane 
under IFR. 

(b) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section, no pilot may execute 
an instrument approach procedure if 
the latest reported visibility is less 
than the landing minimums specified 
in the certificate holder’s operations 
specifications. 

(c) If a pilot initiates an instrument 
approach procedure based on a weather 
report that indicates that the specified 
visibility minimums exist and subse-
quently receives another weather re-
port that indicates that conditions are 
below the minimum requirements, then 
the pilot may continue with the ap-
proach only if, the requirements of 
§ 91.175(l) of this chapter, or both of the 
following conditions are met— 

(1) The later weather report is re-
ceived when the airplane is in one of 
the following approach phases: 

(i) The airplane is on a ILS approach 
and has passed the final approach fix; 

(ii) The airplane is on an ASR or 
PAR final approach and has been 
turned over to the final approach con-
troller; or 
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(iii) The airplane is on a nonprecision 
final approach and the airplane— 

(A) Has passed the appropriate facil-
ity or final approach fix; or 

(B) Where a final approach fix is not 
specified, has completed the procedure 
turn and is established inbound toward 
the airport on the final approach 
course within the distance prescribed 
in the procedure; and 

(2) The pilot in command finds, on 
reaching the authorized MDA, or DA/ 
DH, that the actual weather conditions 
are at or above the minimums pre-
scribed for the procedure being used. 

[Doc. No. 19779, 45 FR 67235, Oct. 9, 1980, as 
amended by Amdt. 125–2, 46 FR 24409, Apr. 30, 
1981; Amdt. 125–45, 69 FR 1641, Jan. 9, 2004; 
Amdt. 125–52, 72 FR 31683, June 7, 2007] 

§ 125.383 Load manifest. 

(a) Each certificate holder is respon-
sible for the preparation and accuracy 
of a load manifest in duplicate con-
taining information concerning the 
loading of the airplane. The manifest 
must be prepared before each takeoff 
and must include— 

(1) The number of passengers; 
(2) The total weight of the loaded air-

plane; 
(3) The maximum allowable takeoff 

and landing weights for that flight; 
(4) The center of gravity limits; 
(5) The center of gravity of the load-

ed airplane, except that the actual cen-
ter of gravity need not be computed if 
the airplane is loaded according to a 
loading schedule or other approved 
method that ensures that the center of 
gravity of the loaded airplane is within 
approved limits. In those cases, an 
entry shall be made on the manifest in-
dicating that the center of gravity is 
within limits according to a loading 
schedule or other approved method: 

(6) The registration number of the 
airplane; 

(7) The origin and destination ; and 
(8) Names of passengers. 
(b) The pilot in command of an air-

plane for which a load manifest must 
be prepared shall carry a copy of the 
completed load manifest in the air-
plane to its destination. The certificate 
holder shall keep copies of completed 
load manifests for at least 30 days at 
its principal operations base, or at an-

other location used by it and approved 
by the Administrator. 

Subpart L—Records and Reports 
§ 125.401 Crewmember record. 

(a) Each certificate holder shall— 
(1) Maintain current records of each 

crewmember that show whether or not 
that crewmember complies with this 
chapter (e.g., proficiency checks, air-
plane qualifications, any required 
physical examinations, and flight time 
records); and 

(2) Record each action taken con-
cerning the release from employment 
or physical or professional disqualifica-
tion of any flight crewmember and 
keep the record for at least 6 months 
thereafter. 

(b) Each certificate holder shall 
maintain the records required by para-
graph (a) of this section at its principal 
operations base, or at another location 
used by it and approved by the Admin-
istrator. 

(c) Computer record systems ap-
proved by the Administrator may be 
used in complying with the require-
ments of paragraph (a) of this section. 

§ 125.403 Flight release form. 
(a) The flight release may be in any 

form but must contain at least the fol-
lowing information concerning each 
flight: 

(1) Company or organization name. 
(2) Make, model, and registration 

number of the airplane being used. 
(3) Date of flight. 
(4) Name and duty assignment of 

each crewmember. 
(5) Departure airport, destination air-

ports, alternate airports, and route. 
(6) Minimum fuel supply (in gallons 

or pounds). 
(7) A statement of the type of oper-

ation (e.g., IFR, VFR). 
(b) The airplane flight release must 

contain, or have attached to it, weath-
er reports, available weather forecasts, 
or a combination thereof. 

§ 125.405 Disposition of load manifest, 
flight release, and flight plans. 

(a) The pilot in command of an air-
plane shall carry in the airplane to its 
destination the original or a signed 
copy of the— 
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