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who determined that the work was sat-
isfactorily completed; 

(iii) No known condition exists that 
would make the airplane unairworthy; 
and 

(iv) So far as the work performed is 
concerned, the airplane is in condition 
for safe operation; and 

(3) Be signed by a person authorized 
in part 43 of this chapter to perform 
maintenance, preventive maintenance, 
and alteration. 

(c) When an airworthiness release 
form is prepared, the certificate holder 
must give a copy to the pilot in com-
mand and keep a record of it for at 
least 60 days. 

(d) Instead of restating each of the 
conditions of the certification required 
by paragraph (b) of this section, the 
certificate holder may state in its 
manual that the signature of a person 
authorized in part 43 of this chapter 
constitutes that certification. 

Subpart M—Continued Airworthi-
ness and Safety Improve-
ments 

SOURCE: Amdt. 125–53, 72 FR 63412, Nov. 8, 
2007, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 125.501 Purpose and definition. 
(a) This subpart requires operators to 

support the continued airworthiness of 
each airplane. These requirements may 
include, but are not limited to, revising 
the inspection program, incorporating 
design changes, and incorporating revi-
sions to Instructions for Continued 
Airworthiness. 

(b) For purposes of this subpart, the 
‘‘FAA Oversight Office’’ is the aircraft 
certification office or office of the 
Transport Airplane Directorate with 
oversight responsibility for the rel-
evant type certificate or supplemental 
type certificate, as determined by the 
Administrator. 

§ 125.503 [Reserved] 

§ 125.505 Repairs assessment for pres-
surized fuselages. 

(a) No person may operate an Airbus 
Model A300 (exlcuding the –600 series), 
British Aerospace Model BAC 1–11, Boe-
ing Model 707, 720, 727, 737 or 747, 
McDonnell Douglas Model DC–8, DC–9/ 

MD–80 or DC–10, Fokker Model F28, or 
Lockheed Model L–1011 beyond the ap-
plicable flight cycle implementation 
time specified below, or May 25, 2001, 
whichever occurs later, unless oper-
ations specifications have been issued 
to reference repair assessment guide-
lines applicable to the fuselage pres-
sure boundary (fuselage skin, door 
skin, and bulkhead webs), and those 
guidelines are incorporated in its 
maintenance program. The repair as-
sessment guidelines must be approved 
by the FAA Aircraft Certification Of-
fice (ACO), or office of the Transport 
Airplane Directorate, having cog-
nizance over the type certificate for 
the affected airplane. 

(1) For the Airbus Model A300 (ex-
cluding the –600 series), the flight cycle 
implementation time is: 

(i) Model B2: 36,000 flights. 
(ii) Model B4–100 (including Model 

B4–2C): 30,000 flights above the window 
line, and 36,000 flights below the win-
dow line. 

(iii) Model B4–200: 25,500 flights above 
the window line, and 34,000 flights 
below the window line. 

(2) For all models of the British Aero-
space BAC 1–11, the flight cycle imple-
mentation time is 60,000 flights. 

(3) For all models of the Boeing 707, 
the flight cycle implementation time is 
15,000 flights. 

(4) For all models of the Boeing 720, 
the flight cycle implementation time is 
23,000 flights. 

(5) For all models of the Boeing 727, 
the flight cycle implementation time is 
45,000 flights. 

(6) For all models of the Boeing 737, 
the flight cycle implementation time is 
60,000 flights. 

(7) For all models of the Boeing 747, 
the flight cycle implementation time is 
15,000 flights. 

(8) For all models of the McDonnell 
Douglas DC–8, the flight cycle imple-
mentation time is 30,000 flights. 

(9) For all models of the McDonnell 
Douglas DC–9/MD–80, the flight cycle 
implementation time is 60,000 flights. 

(10) For all models of the McDonnell 
Douglas DC–10, the flight cycle imple-
mentation time is 30,000 flights. 

(11) For all models of the Lockheed 
L–1011, the flight cycle implementation 
time is 27,000 flights. 
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(12) For the Fokker F–28 Mark, 1000, 
2000, 3000, and 4000, the flight cycle im-
plementation time is 60,000 flights. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[Doc. No. 29104, 65 FR 24126, Apr. 25, 2000; 65 
FR 50744, Aug. 21, 2000, as amended by Amdt. 
125–36, 66 FR 23131, May 7, 2001; Amdt. 125–40, 
67 FR 72834, Dec. 9, 2002; Amdt. 125–46, 69 FR 
45942, July 30, 2004. Redesignated by Amdt. 
125–53, 72 FR 63412, Nov. 8, 2007] 

§ 125.507 Fuel tank system inspection 
program. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(g) of this section, this section applies 
to transport category, turbine-powered 
airplanes with a type certificate issued 
after January 1, 1958, that, as a result 
of original type certification or later 
increase in capacity, have— 

(1) A maximum type-certificated pas-
senger capacity of 30 or more, or 

(2) A maximum payload capacity of 
7500 pounds or more. 

(b) For each airplane on which an 
auxiliary fuel tank is installed under a 
field approval, before June 16, 2008, the 
certificate holder must submit to the 
FAA Oversight Office proposed mainte-
nance instructions for the tank that 
meet the requirements of Special Fed-
eral Aviation Regulation No. 88 (SFAR 
88) of this chapter. 

(c) After December 16, 2008, no certifi-
cate holder may operate an airplane 
identified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion unless the inspection program for 
that airplane has been revised to in-
clude applicable inspections, proce-
dures, and limitations for fuel tank 
systems. 

(d) The proposed fuel tank system in-
spection program revisions must be 
based on fuel tank system Instructions 
for Continued Airworthiness (ICA) that 
have been developed in accordance 
with the applicable provisions of SFAR 
88 of this chapter or § 25.1529 and part 
25, Appendix H, of this chapter, in ef-
fect on June 6, 2001 (including those de-
veloped for auxiliary fuel tanks, if any, 
installed under supplemental type cer-
tificates or other design approval) and 
that have been approved by the FAA 
Oversight Office. 

(e) After December 16, 2008, before re-
turning an aircraft to service after any 
alteration for which fuel tank ICA are 
developed under SFAR 88, or under 

§ 25.1529 in effect on June 6, 2001, the 
certificate holder must include in the 
inspection program for the airplane in-
spections and procedures for the fuel 
tank system based on those ICA. 

(f) The fuel tank system inspection 
program changes identified in para-
graphs (d) and (e) of this section and 
any later fuel tank system revisions 
must be submitted to the Principal In-
spector for review and approval. 

(g) This section does not apply to the 
following airplane models: 
(1) Bombardier CL–44 
(2) Concorde 
(3) deHavilland D.H. 106 Comet 4C 
(4) VFW–Vereinigte Flugtechnische 

Werk VFW–614 
(5) Illyushin Aviation IL 96T 
(6) Bristol Aircraft Britannia 305 
(7) Handley Page Herald Type 300 
(8) Avions Marcel Dassault—Breguet 

Aviation Mercure 100C 
(9) Airbus Caravelle 
(10) Lockheed L–300 

§ 125.509 Flammability reduction 
means. 

(a) Applicability. Except as provided 
in paragraph (m) of this section, this 
section applies to transport category, 
turbine-powered airplanes with a type 
certificate issued after January 1, 1958, 
that, as a result of original type cer-
tification or later increase in capacity 
have: 

(1) A maximum type-certificated pas-
senger capacity of 30 or more, or 

(2) A maximum payload capacity of 
7,500 pounds or more. 

(b) New Production Airplanes. Except 
in accordance with § 125.201, no person 
may operate an airplane identified in 
Table 1 of this section (including all- 
cargo airplanes) for which the State of 
Manufacture issued the original certifi-
cate of airworthiness or export air-
worthiness approval after September 
20, 2010 unless an Ignition Mitigation 
Means (IMM) or Flammability Reduc-
tion Means (FRM) meeting the require-
ments of § 26.33 of this chapter is oper-
ational. 

TABLE 1 

Model—Boeing Model—Airbus 

747 Series A318, A319, A320, A321 Series 
737 Series A330, A340 Series 
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TABLE 1—Continued 

Model—Boeing Model—Airbus 

777 Series 
767 Series 

(c) Auxiliary Fuel Tanks. After the ap-
plicable date stated in paragraph (e) of 
this section, no person may operate 
any airplane subject to § 26.33 of this 
chapter that has an Auxiliary Fuel 
Tank installed pursuant to a field ap-
proval, unless the following require-
ments are met: 

(1) The person complies with 14 CFR 
26.35 by the applicable date stated in 
that section. 

(2) The person installs Flammability 
Impact Mitigation Means (FIMM), if 
applicable, that is approved by the 
FAA Oversight Office. 

(3) Except in accordance with 
§ 125.201, the FIMM, if applicable, are 
operational. 

(d) Retrofit. Except as provided in 
paragraph (j) of this section, after the 
dates specified in paragraph (e) of this 
section, no person may operate an air-
plane to which this section applies un-
less the requirements of paragraphs 
(d)(1) and (d)(2) of this section are met. 

(1) Ignition Mitigation Means (IMM), 
Flammability Reduction Means (FRM), 
or FIMM, if required by §§ 26.33, 26.35, or 
26.37 of this chapter, that are approved 
by the FAA Oversight Office, are in-
stalled within the compliance times 
specified in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion. 

(2) Except in accordance with § 125.201 
of this part, the IMM, FRM or FIMM, 
as applicable, are operational. 

(e) Compliance Times. The installa-
tions required by paragraph (d) of this 
section must be accomplished no later 
than the applicable dates specified in 
paragraph (e)(1), (e)(2) or (e)(3) of this 
section. 

(1) Fifty percent of each person’s 
fleet of airplanes subject to paragraph 
(d)(1) of this section must be modified 
no later than September 19, 2014. 

(2) One hundred percent of each per-
son’s fleet of airplanes subject to para-
graph (d)(1) of this section must be 
modified no later than September 19, 
2017. 

(3) For those persons that have only 
one airplane of a model identified in 

Table 1 of this section, the airplane 
must be modified no later than Sep-
tember 19, 2017. 

(f) Compliance after Installation. Ex-
cept in accordance with § 125.201, no 
person may— 

(1) Operate an airplane on which IMM 
or FRM has been installed before the 
dates specified in paragraph (e) of this 
section unless the IMM or FRM is oper-
ational, or 

(2) Deactivate or remove an IMM or 
FRM once installed unless it is re-
placed by a means that complies with 
paragraph (d) of this section. 

(g) Inspection Program Revisions. No 
person may operate an airplane for 
which airworthiness limitations have 
been approved by the FAA Oversight 
Office in accordance with §§ 26.33, 26.35, 
or 26.37 of this chapter after the air-
plane is modified in accordance with 
paragraph (d) of this section unless the 
inspection program for that airplane is 
revised to include those applicable air-
worthiness limitations. 

(h) After the inspection program is 
revised as required by paragraph (g) of 
this section, before returning an air-
plane to service after any alteration 
for which airworthiness limitations are 
required by §§ 25.981, 26.33, 26.35, or 26.37 
of this chapter, the person must revise 
the inspection program for the airplane 
to include those airworthiness limita-
tions. 

(i) The inspection program changes 
identified in paragraphs (g) and (h) of 
this section must be submitted to the 
operator’s assigned Flight Standards 
Office responsible for review and ap-
proval prior to incorporation. 

(j) The requirements of paragraph (d) 
of this section do not apply to air-
planes operated in all-cargo service, 
but those airplanes are subject to para-
graph (f) of this section. 

(k) After the date by which any per-
son is required by this section to mod-
ify 100 percent of the affected fleet, no 
person may operate in passenger serv-
ice any airplane model specified in 
Table 2 of this section unless the air-
plane has been modified to comply 
with § 26.33(c) of this chapter. 

(l) No person may operate any air-
plane on which an auxiliary fuel tank 
is installed after September 19, 2017 un-
less the FAA has certified the tank as 
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compliant with § 25.981 of this chapter, 
in effect on September 19, 2008. 

(m) Exclusions. The requirements of 
this section do not apply to the fol-
lowing airplane models: 

(1) Convair CV–240, 340, 440, including 
turbine powered conversions. 

(2) Lockheed L–188 Electra. 
(3) Vickers Armstrong Viscount. 
(4) Douglas DC–3, including turbine 

powered conversions. 
(5) Bombardier CL–44. 
(6) Mitsubishi YS–11. 
(7) BAC 1–11. 
(8) Concorde. 
(9) deHavilland D.H. 106 Comet 4C. 
(10) VFW—Vereinigte Flugtechnische 

VFW–614. 
(11) Illyushin Aviation IL 96T. 
(12) Vickers Armstrong Viscount. 
(13) Bristol Aircraft Britannia 305. 
(14) Handley Page Handley Page Her-

ald Type 300. 
(15) Avions Marcel Dassault—Breguet 

Aviation Mercure 100C. 
(16) Airbus Caravelle. 
(17) Fokker F–27/Fairchild Hiller FH– 

227. 
(18) Lockheed L–300. 

[Doc. No. FAA–2005–22997, 73 FR 42502, July 
21, 2008] 

APPENDIX A TO PART 125—ADDITIONAL 
EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT 

(a) Means for emergency evacuation. Each 
passenger-carrying landplane emergency exit 
(other than over-the-wing) that is more that 
6 feet from the ground with the airplane on 
the ground and the landing gear extended 
must have an approved means to assist the 
occupants in descending to the ground. The 
assisting means for a floor level emergency 
exit must meet the requirements of 
§ 25.809(f)(1) of this chapter in effect on April 
30, 1972, except that, for any airplane for 
which the application for the type certificate 
was filed after that date, it must meet the 
requirements under which the airplane was 
type certificated. An assisting means that 
deploys automatically must be armed during 
taxiing, takeoffs, and landings. However, if 
the Administrator finds that the design of 
the exit makes compliance impractical, the 
Administrator may grant a deviation from 
the requirement of automatic deployment if 
the assisting means automatically erects 
upon deployment and, with respect to re-
quired emergency exits, if an emergency 
evacuation demonstration is conducted in 
accordance with § 125.189. This paragraph 
does not apply to the rear window emergency 
exit of DC–3 airplanes operated with less 

than 36 occupants, including crewmembers, 
and less than five exits authorized for pas-
senger use. 

(b) Interior emergency exit marking. The fol-
lowing must be complied with for each pas-
senger-carrying airplane: 

(1) Each passenger emergency exit, its 
means of access, and means of opening must 
be conspicuously marked. The identity and 
location of each passenger emergency exit 
must be recognizable from a distance equal 
to the width of the cabin. The location of 
each passenger emergency exit must be indi-
cated by a sign visible to occupants ap-
proaching along the main passenger aisle. 
There must be a locating sign— 

(i) Above the aisle near each over-the-wing 
passenger emergency exit, or at another ceil-
ing location if it is more practical because of 
low headroom; 

(ii) Next to each floor level passenger 
emergency exit, except that one sign may 
serve two such exits if they both can be seen 
readily from that sign; and 

(iii) On each bulkhead or divider that pre-
vents fore and aft vision along the passenger 
cabin, to indicate emergency exits beyond 
and obscured by it, except that if this is not 
possible the sign may be placed at another 
appropriate location. 

(2) Each passenger emergency exit mark-
ing and each locating sign must meet the fol-
lowing: 

(i) For an airplane for which the applica-
tion for the type certificate was filed prior to 
May 1, 1972, each passenger emergency exit 
marking and each locating sign must be 
manufactured to meet the requirements of 
§ 25.812(b) of this chapter in effect on April 30, 
1972. On these airplanes, no sign may con-
tinue to be used if its luminescence (bright-
ness) decreases to below 100 microlamberts. 
The colors may be reversed if it increases the 
emergency illumination of the passenger 
compartment. However, the Administrator 
may authorize deviation from the 2-inch 
background requirements if the Adminis-
trator finds that special circumstances exist 
that make compliance impractical and that 
the proposed deviation provides an equiva-
lent level of safety. 

(ii) For an airplane for which the applica-
tion for the type certificate was filed on or 
after May 1, 1972, each passenger emergency 
exit marking and each locating sign must be 
manufactured to meet the interior emer-
gency exit marking requirements under 
which the airplane was type certificated. On 
these airplanes, no sign may continue to be 
used if its luminescence (brightness) de-
creases to below 250 microlamberts. 

(c) Lighting for interior emergency exit mark-
ings. Each passenger-carrying airplane must 
have an emergency lighting system, inde-
pendent of the main lighting system. How-
ever, sources of general cabin illumination 
may be common to both the emergency and 
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