
58 

19 CFR Ch. I (4–1–09 Edition) § 142.29 

shall be stamped or imprinted con-
spicuously with the legend: 

PROHIBITED MERCHANDISE, NO OTHER 
ENTRY FILED 

§ 142.29 Other procedures applicable. 
Merchandise released under a special 

permit for immediate delivery shall be 
subject to the same procedures applica-
ble to all other imported merchandise, 
unless specific procedures are set forth 
in this subpart. 

Subpart D—Line Release 

SOURCE: T.D. 92–93, 57 FR 44093, Sept. 24, 
1992, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 142.41 Line Release. 
Line Release is an automated system 

designed to release and tract repetitive 
shipments. It is a method of entry or 
immediate delivery extended to im-
porters of merchandise which Customs 
deems to be repetitive and high vol-
ume. Line Release may be used only at 
locations approved by Customs for han-
dling Line Release. At certain high- 
risk locations along the land borders of 
the United States (the locations to be 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER), 
which are approved by Customs for 
handling Line Release, the use of Line 
Release for particular shipments may 
be denied by Customs unless the im-
ported merchandise is transported by 
carriers that participate in the Land 
Border Carrier Initiative Program (see, 
subpart H of part 123 of this chapter). 

[T.D. 92–93, 57 FR 44093, as amended by T.D. 
99–2, 64 FR 33, Jan. 4, 1999] 

§ 142.42 Application for Line Release 
processing. 

In order to obtain approval for proc-
essing import transactions through 
Line Release, a broker or importer fil-
ing its own entries (entry filer) must 
submit an application to the port di-
rector, signed by the entry filer, in a 
format described as a Line Release 
Data Loading Sheet. The application 
must be accompanied by a representa-
tive sample of an actual commercial 
invoice for the products sought to be 
processed under Line Release. The Line 
Release Data Loading Sheet must con-
tain the following information with 

each information element appearing on 
a separate line. 

(a) Port where application is being 
made. 

(b) Initiating Company Information: 
name, address, city, state, contact per-
son, phone number of contact person, 
and signature. 

(c) Listing of all ports in which the 
initiating company has filed a similar 
application for Line Release. 

(d) Country of origin codes (ISO codes 
from Annex B of HTSUS) for the mer-
chandise. 

(e) Shipper or manufacturer informa-
tion: Name, address, city, province/ 
state, country, postal code, indication 
by noting ‘‘M’’ or ‘‘S’’ whether this in-
formation relates to a manufacturer 
(M) or a shipper (S), and manufacturer 
identification number of the shipper or 
manufacturer. 

(f) Importer information (if importer 
is different than filer): Name, address, 
city, state and country, zip code, im-
porter number, bond number, and sur-
ety code. 

(g) Entry filer information: Name, 
importer number, filer code, bond num-
ber, and surety code. 

(h) Product information: Product de-
scription, manifest unit of measure, 
HTSUS number described to sub-head-
ing level for particular product or 
range of HTSUS numbers at sub-head-
ing levels for multiple products for 
which Line Release is sought. 

(i) Election of whether the Line Re-
lease transaction is to be considered an 
entry or an immediate delivery. 

§ 142.43 Line Release application ap-
proval process. 

(a) Port review. The port director 
shall review each Line Release applica-
tion to determine whether the ship-
ments qualify for Line Release proc-
essing. The port director may contact 
the applicant for further information, 
if necessary. An application that fails 
to elect whether the Line Release 
transaction is to be considered an 
entry or an immediate delivery will be 
returned to the applicant. If all re-
quired information is submitted, the 
application will be forwarded to Head-
quarters for final processing. 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 09:59 Jun 10, 2009 Jkt 217060 PO 00000 Frm 00068 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\217060.XXX 217060cp
ric

e-
se

w
el

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

69
 w

ith
 C

F
R



59 

Bureau of Customs and Border Protection, DHS; Treasury § 142.46 

(b) Assignment of C–4 Codes. A C–4 
Code (Common Commodity Classifica-
tion Code), which is a unique code iden-
tifying the shipper or manufacturer, 
importer, entry filer, and the product 
for each Line Release shipment, shall 
be assigned by Headquarters to each 
application approved for Line Release. 
Headquarters shall annotate each ap-
proved application with a C–4 Code and 
return the application to the port di-
rector who shall return the approved 
application to the entry filer. 

(c) Denial of Line Release application. 
If the port director is considering the 
denial of a Line Release application, 
consideration shall be given to whether 
an application by the same filer for the 
same transaction has been approved at 
another port. If there is not an ap-
proved application at another port and 
the port director determines that the 
application shall be denied, the appli-
cation shall be noted denied and re-
turned to the entry filer without a C–4 
Code annotation by the port director. 
If an application has been approved at 
another port, but the port director still 
questions whether the application 
should be approved at his port, the port 
director shall forward the application 
to the Assistant Commissioner, Office 
of Information Management. The Of-
fice of Information and Technology 
will review the application and will no-
tify the port director of the final deter-
mination. 

§ 142.44 Entry number range. 

After an application for Line Release 
has received final approval, filers must 
provide the port director, in writing, 
with a range of entry numbers for use 
in the system so that an entry number 
can be assigned automatically to each 
Line Release transaction. For the pur-
poses of this subpart, ‘‘entry number’’, 
when the release is an immediate deliv-
ery, merely refers to the Line Release 
transaction number; this number does 
not become the actual entry number 
until an entry for the merchandise re-
leased under the immediate delivery 
procedure is filed. A separate range 
must be provided for each Line Release 
site at the port. These entry numbers 
shall be used for assignment within the 
Line Release system. Entry filers shall 

not assign these numbers to other 
entry transactions. 

§ 142.45 Use of bar code by entry filer. 
(a) Printing of C–4 Code. Upon receipt 

of an approved Line Release applica-
tion, the entry filer, in accordance 
with instructions from the port direc-
tor, shall preprint invoices with the C– 
4 Code in bar code and alpha-numeric 
format or print labels with the nec-
essary information. Bar codes shall be 
printed in accordance with the speci-
fications stated in Customs Publica-
tion 561 (Line Release Overview). Labels 
or preprinted invoices also shall state 
the name of the shipper or manufac-
turer of the product and the name of 
the importer of record, if other than 
the entry filer, above the bar code and 
the name of the entry filer and a prod-
uct description below the bar code. 

(b) Multiple commodity processing. 
Multiple commodity processing allows 
more than one product to be released 
under one entry number. The shipper/ 
manufacturer, importer of record and 
the entry filer must be the same. The 
product description is the only variable 
allowed. The commodities should be 
listed on one invoice with C–4 Code la-
bels for each commodity attached to 
the invoice. 

(c) Distribution of labels. If labels are 
used, the labels shall be affixed to the 
invoices in accordance with instruc-
tions from the port director. The entry 
filer may either affix the labels or dis-
tribute the labels to the shippers/man-
ufacturers and instruct them in the use 
and placement of the labels. 

§ 142.46 Presentation of invoice and 
assignment of entry number. 

(a) Presentation of invoice. When mer-
chandise that has been approved for 
Line Release is imported at a Line Re-
lease site, the carrier, importer or filer 
shall present Customs with an invoice 
with the bar code or codes printed or 
affixed and, according to the method of 
transportation, the appropriate mani-
fest document. 

(b) Verification of data. If after scan-
ning the bar code at the Line Release 
site, the Customs officer verifies the 
data on the bar code with the informa-
tion on the invoice, he will key the 
quantity on the invoice and an entry 
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number will be automatically assigned 
to the transaction. If there are any dif-
ferences between the system data and 
the invoice and bar code, including any 
differences in entry filer, the Customs 
officer shall order an examination. 

(c) Other agency documentation. If the 
Line Release shipment requires other 
agency documentation, the Customs of-
ficer at the Line Release site will be 
alerted to that requirement electroni-
cally when he verifies the data on the 
bar code with the information on the 
invoice. If the required form is pre-
sented to the officer with the docu-
mentation package, the shipment may 
be released. 

§ 142.47 Examinations of Line Release 
transactions. 

(a) General. Merchandise imported 
under Line Release generally may be 
released without further Customs proc-
essing. Customs, however, may choose 
to inspect any Line Release shipment. 
Examinations may be either specifi-
cally ordered by the Customs officer or 
random. 

(b) Voiding of Line Release transaction. 
Customs may void a Line Release 
transaction for the following reasons: 
Because of an examination, because a 
carrier transporting the Line Release 
merchandise is not a participant in the 
Land Border Carrier Initiative Pro-
gram (LBCIP), or because a driver or 
conveyance is not authorized in accord-
ance with the LBCIP. If this occurs, 
Customs will return the invoice to the 
carrier, and the entry filer, in order to 
enter merchandise, shall prepare and 
submit either a CF 3461 or 3461 Alter-
nate. 

[T.D. 92–93, 57 FR 44093, Sept. 24, 1992, as 
amended by T.D. 99–2, 64 FR 33, Jan. 4, 1999] 

§ 142.48 Release procedure. 
(a) General. When the Customs officer 

at the Line Release site determines 
that a shipment is ready for release, re-
lease data, consisting of the entry 
number, the date and time of release, 
the inspector’s badge number, the 
quantity and unit of measure, and the 
C–4 Code will be printed on the invoice 
and the manifest document and, when 
other agency documentation is pre-
sented, may be printed on that docu-
mentation. The invoice shall be re-

turned to the entry filer and the mani-
fest document shall be retained by Cus-
toms. 

(b) Notification to non-ABI partici-
pants. The returned invoice with the 
release data shall be the release notifi-
cation to non-ABI participants. 

(c) Notification to ABI participants. If 
the Line Release entry filer is an oper-
ational ABI participant, the filer shall 
receive an electronic notification of 
the release consisting of the importer 
of record number, the port of entry, the 
filer code, the entry number, the date 
and time of release, the manufacturer 
code, the quantity and unit of measure, 
the release site, the HTSUS number(s), 
the C–4 Code and the country or coun-
tries of origin. 

§ 142.49 Deletion of C–4 Code. 

(a) By Customs. A port director may 
temporarily or permanently delete an 
entry filer’s C–4 Code without pro-
viding the participant with any jus-
tification and without prior notifica-
tion in cases of willfulness or when 
public health, interest, or safety so re-
quires, thereby revoking the filer’s use 
of Line Release. 

(b) By entry filer. Entry filers may de-
lete C–4 Codes from Line Release by no-
tifying the port director in writing on 
a Deletion Data Loading Sheet. Such 
notification shall state the C–4 Code 
which is to be deleted, the port where 
the C–4 Code is to be deleted and the 
reason for the requested deletion. A 
copy of the originally approved Data 
Loading Sheet must be submitted with 
the Deletion Data Loading Sheet. If 
only a temporary deletion is desired, 
the filer shall state the requested effec-
tive date for the deletion and the date 
the C–4 Code is requested to be re-
turned to Line Release processing. 

§ 142.50 Line Release data base correc-
tions or changes. 

The applicant shall notify the port 
director of any changes in names, im-
porter or filer numbers or bond infor-
mation on a Line Release Data Loading 
Sheet as soon as possible. Notification 
shall be accomplished by the submis-
sion of a copy of the original loading 
sheet with a Correction Data Loading 
Sheet. 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 09:59 Jun 10, 2009 Jkt 217060 PO 00000 Frm 00070 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\217060.XXX 217060cp
ric

e-
se

w
el

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

69
 w

ith
 C

F
R



61 

Bureau of Customs and Border Protection, DHS; Treasury § 143.0 

§ 142.51 Changing election of entry or 
immediate delivery. 

An applicant who has already re-
ceived a C–4 Code and wishes to change 
the election chosen on his Line Release 
application as to whether the release 
should be considered an entry or an im-
mediate delivery must submit a letter 
requesting such change to the port di-
rector where the C–4 Code is used. This 
letter must include the C–4 Code to be 
changed and the date the change is to 
be effective. If the requested change is 
for a temporary time period, the letter 
shall include the date the releases are 
to return to the release type originally 
requested. Applications that fail to 
state the effective dates of the changes 
requested will be returned to the appli-
cant. 

§ 142.52 Port-wide and multiple port 
acceptance of Line Release. 

(a) Port-wide processing. If a C–4 Code 
has been approved by the port director, 
the C–4 Code may be used at any Line 
Release site at the port. 

(b) Multiple port processing. In order 
for a C–4 Code approved at one port to 
be used at another port, the entry filer 
must submit an application to the port 
director of the other port. While uni-
form criteria shall be applied to ap-
proving similar shipments for Line Re-
lease at all ports, a port director may 
exercise his discretion to deny Line Re-
lease at his port even though a similar 
shipment may be approved at another 
port. 

PART 143—SPECIAL ENTRY 
PROCEDURES 

Sec. 
143.0 Scope. 

Subpart A—Automated Broker Interface 

143.1 Eligibility. 
143.2 Application. 
143.3 Action on application. 
143.4 Confidentiality of data. 
143.5 System performance requirements. 
143.6 Failure to maintain performance 

standards. 
143.7 Revocation of ABI participation. 
143.8 Appeal of suspension or revocation. 

Subpart B—Appraisement Entry 

143.11 Merchandise eligible for appraise-
ment entry. 

143.12 Form of entry. 
143.13 Documents to be presented with 

entry. 
143.14 Payment of additional expenses. 
143.15 Deposit of estimated duties and 

taxes. 
143.16 Substitution of warehouse entry. 

Subpart C—Informal Entry 

143.21 Merchandise eligible for informal 
entry. 

143.22 Formal entry may be required. 
143.23 Form of entry. 
143.24 Preparation of Customs Form 7501 

and Customs Form 368 or 368A (serially 
numbered). 

143.25 Information on entry form. 
143.26 Party who may make informal entry 

of merchandise. 
143.27 Invoices. 
143.28 Deposit of duties and release of mer-

chandise. 

Subpart D—Electronic Entry Filing 

143.31 Applicability. 
143.32 Definitions. 
143.33 Eligibility criteria for participation. 
143.34 Procedure for electronic immediate 

delivery or entry. 
143.35 Procedure for electronic entry sum-

mary. 
143.36 Form of immediate delivery, entry 

and entry summary. 
143.37 Retention of records. 
143.38 [Reserved] 
143.39 Penalties. 

AUTHORITY: 19 U.S.C. 66, 1481, 1484, 1498, 
1624. 

SOURCE: T.D. 73–175, 38 FR 17463, July 2, 
1973, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 143.0 Scope. 

This part sets forth the requirements 
and procedures for participation in the 
Automated Broker Interface (ABI) and 
for the clearance of imported merchan-
dise under appraisement and informal 
entries as well as under electronic 
entry filing, which are in addition to 
the general requirements and proce-
dures for all entries set forth in part 
141 of this chapter. More specific re-
quirements and procedures are set 
forth elsewhere in this chapter; for ex-
ample, in part 145 for importations by 
mail, and in part 10 for merchandise 
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