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make available to Customs upon re-
quest, the endorsement from the ex-
porter assigning the right to claim 
drawback. 

(f) Retention of records. Pursuant to 19 
U.S.C. 1508(c)(3), all records required to 
be kept by the manufacturer, producer, 
or claimant with respect to drawback 
claims, and records kept by others to 
complement the records of the manu-
facturer, producer, or claimant with re-
spect to drawback claims shall be re-
tained for 3 years after the date of pay-
ment of the related claims (under 19 
U.S.C. 1508, the same records may be 
subject to a different retention period 
for different purposes). 

[T.D. 98–16, 63 FR 11006, Mar. 5, 1998, as 
amended by T.D. 02–38, 67 FR 48370, July 24, 
2002; CBP Dec. 03–23, 68 FR 50703, Aug. 22, 
2003] 

§ 191.27 Time limitations. 
(a) Direct identification manufacturing. 

Drawback shall be allowed on imported 
merchandise used to manufacture or 
produce articles that are exported or 
destroyed under Customs supervision 
within 5 years after importation of the 
merchandise identified to support the 
claim. 

(b) Substitution manufacturing. Draw-
back shall be allowed on the imported 
merchandise if the following conditions 
are met: 

(1) The designated merchandise is 
used in manufacture or production 
within 3 years after receipt by the 
manufacturer or producer at its fac-
tory; 

(2) Within the 3-year period described 
in paragraph (b)(1) of this section, the 
exported or destroyed articles, or draw-
back products, were manufactured or 
produced; and 

(3) The completed articles must be 
exported or destroyed under Customs 
supervision within 5 years of the date 
of importation of the designated mer-
chandise, or within 5 years of the ear-
liest date of importation associated 
with a drawback product. 

(c) Drawback claims filed before specific 
or general manufacturing drawback rul-
ing approved or acknowledged. Drawback 
claims may be filed before the letter of 
notification of intent to operate under 
a general manufacturing drawback rul-
ing covering the claims is acknowl-

edged (§ 191.7), or before the specific 
manufacturing drawback ruling cov-
ering the claims is approved (§ 191.8), 
but no drawback shall be paid until 
such acknowledgement or approval, as 
appropriate. 

§ 191.28 Person entitled to claim draw-
back. 

The exporter (or destroyer) shall be 
entitled to claim drawback, unless the 
exporter (or destroyer), by means of a 
certification, assigns the right to claim 
drawback to the manufacturer, pro-
ducer, importer, or intermediate party. 
Such certification shall also affirm 
that the exporter (or destroyer) has not 
and will not itself claim drawback or 
assign the right to claim drawback on 
the particular exportation or destruc-
tion to any other party. The certifi-
cation provided for under this section 
may be a blanket certification for a 
stated period. Drawback is paid to the 
claimant, who may be the manufac-
turer, producer, intermediate party, 
importer, or exporter (destroyer). 

Subpart C—Unused Merchandise 
Drawback 

§ 191.31 Direct identification. 
(a) General. Section 313(j)(1) of the 

Act, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1313(j)(1)), 
provides for drawback upon the expor-
tation or destruction under Customs 
supervision of imported merchandise 
upon which was paid any duty, tax, or 
fee imposed under Federal law because 
of its importation, if the merchandise 
has not been used within the United 
States before such exportation or de-
struction. 

(b) Time of exportation or destruction. 
Drawback shall be allowed on imported 
merchandise if, before the close of the 
3-year period beginning on the date of 
importation, the merchandise is ex-
ported from the United States or de-
stroyed under Customs supervision. 

(c) Operations performed on imported 
merchandise. In cases in which an oper-
ation or operations is or are performed 
on the imported merchandise, the per-
forming of any operation or combina-
tion of operations, not amounting to 
manufacture or production under the 
provisions of the manufacturing draw-
back law, on the imported merchandise 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 09:59 Jun 10, 2009 Jkt 217060 PO 00000 Frm 00561 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\217060.XXX 217060cp
ric

e-
se

w
el

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

69
 w

ith
 C

F
R



552 

19 CFR Ch. I (4–1–09 Edition) § 191.32 

is not a use of that merchandise for 
purposes of this section. 

[T.D. 98–16, 63 FR 11006, Mar. 5, 1998; 63 FR 
15288, Mar. 31, 1998] 

§ 191.32 Substitution drawback. 
(a) General. Section 313(j)(2) of the 

Act, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1313(j)(2)), 
provides for drawback on merchandise 
which is commercially interchangeable 
with imported merchandise if the com-
mercially interchangeable merchandise 
is exported, or destroyed under Cus-
toms supervision, before the close of 
the 3-year period beginning on the date 
of importation of the imported mer-
chandise, and before such exportation 
or destruction, the commercially inter-
changeable merchandise is not used in 
the United States (see paragraph (e) of 
this section) and is in the possession of 
the party claiming drawback. 

(b) Requirements. (1) The claimant 
must have possessed the substituted 
merchandise that was exported or de-
stroyed, as provided in paragraph (d)(1) 
of this section; 

(2) The substituted merchandise must 
be commercially interchangeable with 
the imported merchandise that is des-
ignated for drawback; and 

(3) The substituted merchandise ex-
ported or destroyed must not have been 
used in the United States before its ex-
portation or destruction (see paragraph 
(e) of this section). 

(c) Determination of commercial inter-
changeability. In determining commer-
cial interchangeability, Customs shall 
evaluate the critical properties of the 
substituted merchandise and in that 
evaluation factors to be considered in-
clude, but are not limited to, Govern-
mental and recognized industrial 
standards, part numbers, tariff classi-
fication and value. A party may seek a 
nonbinding predetermination of com-
mercial interchangeability directly 
from the appropriate drawback office. 
A determination of commercial inter-
changeability can be obtained in one of 
two ways: 

(1) A formal ruling from the Entry 
Process and Duty Refunds Branch, Reg-
ulations and Rulings, Office of Inter-
national Trade; or 

(2) A submission of all the required 
documentation necessary to make a 
commercial interchangeability deter-

mination with each individual draw-
back claim filed. 

(d) Time limitations. For substitution 
unused merchandise drawback: 

(1) The claimant must have had pos-
session of the exported or destroyed 
merchandise at some time during the 3- 
year period following the date of im-
portation of the imported designated 
merchandise; and 

(2) The merchandise to be exported or 
destroyed to qualify for drawback must 
be exported, or destroyed under Cus-
toms supervision, before the close of 
the 3-year period beginning on the date 
of importation of the imported des-
ignated merchandise. 

(e) Operations performed on substituted 
merchandise. In cases in which an oper-
ation or operations is or are performed 
on the substituted merchandise, the 
performing of any operation or com-
bination of operations, not amounting 
to manufacture or production under 
the provisions of the manufacturing 
drawback law, on the commercially 
interchangeable substituted merchan-
dise is not a use of that merchandise 
for purposes of this section. 

(f) Designation by successor; 19 U.S.C. 
1313(s)—(1) General rule. Upon compli-
ance with the requirements of this sec-
tion and under 19 U.S.C. 1313(s), a draw-
back successor as defined in paragraph 
(f)(2) of this section may designate ei-
ther of the following as the basis for 
drawback on merchandise possessed by 
the successor after the date of succes-
sion: 

(i) Imported merchandise which the 
predecessor, before the date of succes-
sion, imported; or 

(ii) Imported and/or commercially 
interchangeable merchandise which 
was transferred to the predecessor and 
for which the predecessor received, be-
fore the date of succession, a certifi-
cate of delivery from the person who 
imported and paid duty on the im-
ported merchandise. 

(2) Drawback successor. A ‘‘drawback 
successor’’ is an entity to which an-
other entity (predecessor) has trans-
ferred, by written agreement, merger, 
or corporate resolution: 

(i) All or substantially all of the 
rights, privileges, immunities, powers, 
duties, and liabilities of the prede-
cessor; or 
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(ii) The assets and other business in-
terests of a division, plant, or other 
business unit of such predecessor, pro-
vided that the value of the transferred 
assets and interests (realty, person-
ality, and intangibles, exclusive of the 
drawback rights) exceeds the value of 
such drawback rights, whether vested 
or contingent. 

(3) Certifications and required evi-
dence—(i) Records of predecessor. The 
predecessor or successor must certify 
in an attachment to the drawback 
claim that the successor is in posses-
sion of the predecessor’s records which 
are necessary to establish the right to 
drawback under the law and regula-
tions with respect to the imported and/ 
or commercially interchangeable mer-
chandise. 

(ii) Merchandise not otherwise des-
ignated. The predecessor or successor 
must certify in an attachment to the 
drawback claim, that the predecessor 
has not and will not designate, nor en-
able any other person to designate, the 
imported and/or commercially inter-
changeable merchandise as the basis 
for drawback. 

(iii) Value of transferred property. In 
instances in which assets and other 
business interests of a division, plant, 
or other business unit of a predecessor 
are transferred, the predecessor or suc-
cessor must specify, and maintain sup-
porting records to establish, the value 
of the drawback rights and the value of 
all other transferred property. 

(iv) Review by Customs. The written 
agreement, merger, or corporate reso-
lution, provided for in paragraph (f)(2) 
of this section, and the records and evi-
dence provided for in paragraph (f)(3)(i) 
through (iii) of this section, must be 
retained by the appropriate party(ies) 
for 3 years from the date of payment of 
the related claim and are subject to re-
view by Customs upon request. 

[T.D. 98–16, 63 FR 11006, Mar. 5, 1998; 63 FR 
15288, Mar. 31, 1998] 

§ 191.33 Person entitled to claim draw-
back. 

(a) Direct identification. (1) Under 19 
U.S.C. 1313(j)(1), the exporter (or de-
stroyer) shall be entitled to claim 
drawback. 

(2) The exporter or destroyer may 
waive the right to claim drawback and 

assign such right to the importer or 
any intermediate party. A drawback 
claimant under 19 U.S.C. 1313(j)(1) 
other than the exporter or destroyer 
shall secure and retain a certification 
signed by the exporter or destroyer 
that such party waived the right to 
claim drawback, and did not and will 
not authorize any other party to claim 
the exportation or destruction for 
drawback (see § 191.82 of this part). The 
certification provided for under this 
section may be a blanket certification 
for a stated period. The claimant shall 
file such certification at the time of, or 
prior to, the filing of the claim(s) cov-
ered by the certification. 

(b) Substitution. (1) Under 19 U.S.C. 
1313(j)(2), the following parties may 
claim drawback: 

(i) In situations where the exporter 
or destroyer of the substituted mer-
chandise is also the importer of the im-
ported merchandise, that party shall be 
entitled to claim drawback. 

(ii) In situations where the exporter 
or destroyer receives from the person 
who imported and paid the duty on the 
imported merchandise a certificate of 
delivery documenting the transfer of 
imported merchandise, commercially 
interchangeable merchandise, or any 
combination of imported and commer-
cially interchangeable merchandise, 
and exports or destroys such trans-
ferred merchandise, that exporter or 
destroyer shall be entitled to claim 
drawback. (Any such transferred mer-
chandise, regardless of its origin, will 
be treated as imported merchandise for 
purposes of drawback under § 1313(j)(2), 
and any retained merchandise will be 
treated as domestic merchandise.) 

(iii) In situations where the trans-
ferred merchandise described in para-
graph (b)(1)(ii) of this section is the 
subject of further transfer(s), such 
transfer(s) shall be documented by cer-
tificate(s) of delivery, and the exporter 
or destroyer shall be entitled to claim 
drawback (multiple substitutions are 
not permitted). 

(2) The exporter or destroyer may 
waive the right to claim drawback and 
assign such right to the importer or to 
any intermediate party, provided that 
the claimant had possession of the sub-
stituted merchandise prior to its expor-
tation or destruction. A drawback 
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claimant under 19 U.S.C. 1313(j)(2) 
other than the exporter or destroyer 
shall secure and retain a certification 
signed by the exporter or destroyer 
that such party waived the right to 
claim drawback, and did not and will 
not authorize any other party to claim 
the exportation or destruction for 
drawback (see § 191.82 of this part). The 
certification provided for under this 
section may be a blanket certification 
for a stated period. The claimant shall 
file such certification at the time of, or 
prior to, the filing of the claim(s) cov-
ered by the certification. 

§ 191.34 Certificate of delivery re-
quired. 

(a) Direct identification; purpose; when 
required. If the exported or destroyed 
merchandise claimed for drawback 
under 19 U.S.C. 1313(j)(1) was not im-
ported by the exporter or destroyer, a 
properly executed certificate of deliv-
ery must be prepared by the importer 
and each intermediate party. Each 
such transfer of the merchandise must 
be documented by its own certificate of 
delivery. 

(1) Completion. The certificate of de-
livery shall be completed as provided 
in § 191.10 of this part. Each party must 
also certify on the certificate of deliv-
ery that the party did not use the 
transferred merchandise (see § 191.31(c) 
of this part). 

(2) Retention; submission to Customs. 
The certificate of delivery shall be re-
tained by the party to whom the mer-
chandise or article covered by the cer-
tificate was delivered. Customs may re-
quest the certificate from the claimant 
for the drawback claim based upon the 
certificate (see §§ 191.51, 191.52). If the 
certificate is requested by Customs, 
but is not provided by the claimant, 
the part of the drawback claim depend-
ent on that certificate will be denied. 

(b) Substitution. For purposes of sub-
stitution unused merchandise draw-
back, 19 U.S.C. 1313(j)(2), if the im-
porter, or a party who received im-
ported merchandise and a certificate of 
delivery for that imported merchan-
dise, directly or indirectly, from the 
importer, transfers to another party 
imported merchandise, duty-paid mer-
chandise, commercially interchange-
able merchandise, or any combination 

thereof, the transferor shall prepare 
and issue in favor of such party a cer-
tificate of delivery covering the trans-
ferred merchandise. The certificate of 
delivery must expressly state that it is 
prepared pursuant to 19 U.S.C. 
1313(j)(2). Merchandise so transferred 
for which drawback is allowed under 19 
U.S.C. 1313(j)(2) may not be designated 
for any other drawback purposes. Each 
transfer, whether of the imported mer-
chandise or of imported merchandise, 
duty-paid merchandise, commercially 
interchangeable merchandise, or any 
combination thereof, must be docu-
mented by its own certificate of deliv-
ery. Certificates of delivery under this 
paragraph are subject to the provisions 
for completion and retention of certifi-
cates of delivery in paragraphs (a)(1) 
and (a)(2) of this section. 

(c) Warehouse transfer and with-
drawals. The person in whose name 
merchandise is withdrawn from a bond-
ed warehouse shall be considered the 
importer for drawback purposes. No 
certificate of delivery need be prepared 
covering prior transfers of merchandise 
while in a bonded warehouse, because 
such transfers will be recorded in the 
warehouse entry (see § 144.22 of this 
chapter). 

§ 191.35 Notice of intent to export; ex-
amination of merchandise. 

(a) Notice. A notice of intent to ex-
port merchandise which may be the 
subject of an unused merchandise 
drawback claim (19 U.S.C. 1313(j)) must 
be provided to the Customs Service to 
give Customs the opportunity to exam-
ine the merchandise. The claimant, or 
the exporter, must file at the port of 
intended examination a Notice of In-
tent to Export, Destroy, or Return 
Merchandise for Purposes of Drawback 
on Customs Form 7553 at least 2 work-
ing days prior to the date of intended 
exportation unless Customs approves 
another filing period or the claimant 
has been granted a waiver of prior no-
tice (see § 191.91 of this part). 

(b) Required Information. The notice 
shall certify that the merchandise has 
not been used in the United States be-
fore exportation. In addition, the no-
tice shall provide the bill of lading 
number, if known, the name and tele-
phone number, mailing address, and, if 
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available, fax number and e-mail ad-
dress of a contact person, and the loca-
tion of the merchandise. 

(c) Decision to examine or to waive ex-
amination. Within two (2) working days 
after receipt of the Notice of Intent to 
Export, Destroy, or Return Merchan-
dise for Purposes of Drawback (see 
paragraph (a) of this section), Customs 
will notify the party designated on the 
Notice in writing of Customs decision 
to either examine the merchandise to 
be exported, or to waive examination. 
If Customs timely notifies the des-
ignated party, in writing, of its deci-
sion to examine the merchandise (see 
paragraph (d) of this section), but the 
merchandise is exported without hav-
ing been presented to Customs for ex-
amination, any drawback claim, or 
part thereof, based on the Notice of In-
tent to Export, Destroy, or Return 
Merchandise for Purposes of Drawback 
shall be denied. If Customs notifies the 
designated party, in writing, of its de-
cision to waive examination of the 
merchandise, or, if timely notification 
of a decision by Customs to examine or 
to waive examination is absent, the 
merchandise may be exported without 
delay. 

(d) Time and place of examination. If 
Customs gives timely notice of its deci-
sion to examine the export merchan-
dise, the merchandise to be examined 
shall be promptly presented to Cus-
toms. Customs shall examine the mer-
chandise within five (5) working days 
after presentation of the merchandise. 
The merchandise may be exported 
without examination if Customs fails 
to timely examine the merchandise 
after presentation to Customs. If the 
examination is completed at a port 
other than the port of actual expor-
tation, the merchandise shall be trans-
ported in-bond to the port of expor-
tation. 

(e) Extent of examination. The appro-
priate Customs office may permit re-
lease of merchandise without examina-
tion, or may examine routinely (to the 
extent determined to be necessary) the 
items exported. 

§ 191.36 Failure to file Notice of Intent 
to Export, Destroy, or Return Mer-
chandise for Purposes of Drawback. 

(a) General; application. Merchandise 
which has been exported without com-
plying with the requirements of 
§ 191.35(a) or § 191.91 of this part may be 
eligible for unused merchandise draw-
back under 19 U.S.C. 1313(j) subject to 
the following conditions: 

(1) Application. The claimant must 
file a written application with the 
drawback office where the drawback 
claims will be filed. Such application 
shall include the following: 

(i) Required information. 
(A) Name, address, and Internal Rev-

enue Service (IRS) number (with suf-
fix) of applicant; 

(B) Name, address, and Internal Rev-
enue Service (IRS) number(s) (with suf-
fix) of exporter(s), if applicant is not 
the exporter; 

(C) Export period covered by this ap-
plication; 

(D) Commodity/product lines of im-
ported and exported merchandise cov-
ered in this application; 

(E) The origin of the above merchan-
dise; 

(F) Estimated number of export 
transactions covered in this applica-
tion; 

(G) Estimated number of drawback 
claims and estimated time of filing 
those claims to be covered in this ap-
plication; 

(H) The port(s) of exportation; 
(I) Estimated dollar value of poten-

tial drawback to be covered in this ap-
plication; and 

(J) The relationship between the par-
ties involved in the import and export 
transactions; 

(ii) Written declarations regarding: 
(A) The reason(s) that Customs was 

not notified of the intent to export; 
and 

(B) Whether the applicant, to the 
best of its knowledge, will have future 
exportations on which unused mer-
chandise drawback might be claimed; 
and 

(iii) A certification that the fol-
lowing documentary evidence will be 
made available for Customs review 
upon request: 

(A) For the purpose of establishing 
that the imported merchandise was not 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 09:59 Jun 10, 2009 Jkt 217060 PO 00000 Frm 00565 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\217060.XXX 217060cp
ric

e-
se

w
el

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

69
 w

ith
 C

F
R



556 

19 CFR Ch. I (4–1–09 Edition) § 191.37 

used in the United States (for purposes 
of drawback under 19 U.S.C. 1313(j)(1)) 
or that the exported merchandise was 
not used in the United States and was 
commercially interchangeable with the 
imported merchandise (for purposes of 
drawback under 19 U.S.C. 1313(j)(2)), 
and, as applicable: 

(1) Business records prepared in the 
ordinary course of business; 

(2) Laboratory records prepared in 
the ordinary course of business; and/or 

(3) Inventory records prepared in the 
ordinary course of business tracing all 
relevant movements and storage of the 
imported merchandise, substituted 
merchandise, and/or exported merchan-
dise; and 

(B) Evidence establishing compliance 
with all other applicable drawback re-
quirements. 

(2) One-Time Use. The procedure pro-
vided for in this section may be used by 
a claimant only once, unless good 
cause is shown (for example, 
successorship). 

(3) Claims filed pending disposition of 
application. Drawback claims may be 
filed under this section pending dis-
position of the application. However, 
those drawback claims will not be 
processed or paid until the application 
is approved by Customs. 

(b) Customs action. In order for Cus-
toms to evaluate the application under 
this section, Customs may request, and 
the applicant shall provide, any of the 
information listed in paragraph 
(a)(1)(iii)(A)(1) through (3) of this sec-
tion. In making its decision to approve 
or deny the application under this sec-
tion, Customs will consider factors 
such as, but not limited to, the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Information provided by the 
claimant in the written application; 

(2) Any of the information listed in 
paragraph (a)(1)(iii)(A)(1) through (3) of 
this section and requested by Customs 
under this paragraph; and 

(3) The applicant’s prior record with 
Customs. 

(c) Time for Customs action. Customs 
will notify the applicant in writing 
within 90 days after receipt of the ap-
plication of its decision to approve or 
deny the application, or of Customs in-
ability to approve, deny or act on the 
application and the reason therefor. 

(d) Appeal of denial of application. If 
CBP denies the application, the appli-
cant may file a written appeal with the 
drawback office which issued the de-
nial, provided that the applicant files 
this appeal within 30 days of the date 
of denial. If CBP denies this initial ap-
peal, the applicant may file a further 
written appeal with CBP Headquarters, 
Office of International Trade, Trade 
Policy and Programs, provided that the 
applicant files this further appeal with-
in 30 days of the denial date of the ini-
tial appeal. CBP may extend the 30 day 
period for appeal to the drawback of-
fice or to CBP Headquarters, for good 
cause, if the applicant applies in writ-
ing for such extension within the ap-
propriate 30 day period above. 

(e) Future intent to export unused mer-
chandise. If an applicant states it will 
have future exportations on which un-
used merchandise drawback may be 
claimed (see paragraph (a)(1)(ii)(B) of 
this section), the applicant will be in-
formed of the procedures for waiver of 
prior notice (see § 191.91 of this part). If 
the applicant seeks waiver of prior no-
tice under § 191.91, any documentation 
submitted to Customs to comply with 
this section will be included in the re-
quest under § 191.91. An applicant which 
states that it will have future expor-
tations on which unused merchandise 
drawback may be claimed (see para-
graph (a)(1)(ii)(B) of this section) and 
which does not obtain waiver of prior 
notice shall notify Customs of its in-
tent to export prior to each such expor-
tation, in accordance with § 191.35. 

§ 191.37 Destruction under Customs 
supervision. 

A claimant may destroy merchandise 
and obtain unused merchandise draw-
back by complying with the procedures 
set forth in § 191.71 of this part relating 
to destruction. 

§ 191.38 Records. 
(a) Maintained by claimant; by others. 

Pursuant to 19 U.S.C. 1508(c)(3), all 
records which are necessary to be 
maintained by the claimant under this 
part with respect to drawback claims, 
and records kept by others to com-
plement the records of the claimant, 
which are essential to establish com-
pliance with the legal requirements of 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 09:59 Jun 10, 2009 Jkt 217060 PO 00000 Frm 00566 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\217060.XXX 217060cp
ric

e-
se

w
el

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

69
 w

ith
 C

F
R



557 

Bureau of Customs and Border Protection, DHS; Treasury § 191.42 

19 U.S.C. 1313(j)(1) or (j)(2), as applica-
ble, and this part with respect to draw-
back claims, shall be retained for 3 
years after payment of such claims 
(under 19 U.S.C. 1508, the same records 
may be subject to a different retention 
period for different purposes). 

(b) Accounting for the merchandise. 
Merchandise subject to drawback under 
19 U.S.C. 1313(j)(1) and (j)(2) shall be ac-
counted for in a manner which will en-
able the claimant: 

(1) To determine, and Customs to 
verify, the applicable import entry or 
certificate of delivery; 

(2) To determine, and Customs to 
verify, the applicable exportation or 
destruction; and 

(3) To identify with respect to the 
import entry or certificate of delivery, 
the imported duty-paid merchandise. 

Subpart D—Rejected Merchandise 

§ 191.41 Rejected merchandise draw-
back. 

Section 313(c) of the Act, as amended 
(19 U.S.C. 1313(c)), provides for draw-
back upon the exportation or destruc-
tion under Customs supervision of im-
ported merchandise which has been en-
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse, 
for consumption, duty-paid; and which 
does not conform to sample or speci-
fications; has been shipped without the 
consent of the consignee; or has been 
determined to be defective as of the 
time of importation. The claimant 
must show by evidence satisfactory to 
Customs that the exported or de-
stroyed merchandise was defective at 
the time of importation, or was not in 
accordance with sample or specifica-
tions, or was shipped without the con-
sent of the consignee (see subpart P for 
drawback of internal-revenue taxes for 
unmerchantable or nonconforming dis-
tilled spirits, wines, or beer). 

§ 191.42 Procedure. 

(a) Return to Customs custody. The 
claimant must return the merchandise 
to Customs custody within 3 years 
after the date the merchandise was 
originally released from Customs cus-
tody. Drawback will be denied on mer-
chandise returned to Customs custody 
after the statutory 3-year time period 

or exported or destroyed without re-
turn to Customs custody. 

(b) Required documentation. The 
claimant shall submit documentation 
to the drawback office as part of the 
drawback claim to establish that the 
merchandise did not conform to sample 
or specification, was shipped without 
the consent of the consignee, or was de-
fective as of the time of importation. If 
the claimant was not the importer, the 
claimant must: 

(1) Submit a statement signed by the 
importer and every other person, other 
than the ultimate purchaser, that 
owned the goods that no other claim 
for drawback was made on the goods by 
any other person; and 

(2) Certify that records are available 
to support the statement required in 
paragraph (b)(1) of this section. 

(c) Notice. A notice of intent to ex-
port or destroy merchandise which 
may be the subject of a rejected mer-
chandise drawback claim (19 U.S.C. 
1313(c)) must be provided to the Cus-
toms Service to give Customs the op-
portunity to examine the merchandise. 
The claimant, or the exporter (for de-
struction, see § 191.44), must file at the 
port of intended redelivery to Customs 
custody a Notice of Intent to Export, 
Destroy, or Return Merchandise for 
Purposes of Drawback on Customs 
Form 7553 at least 5 working days prior 
to the date of intended return to Cus-
toms custody. Waiver of prior notice 
for exportations under 19 U.S.C. 1313(j) 
(see § 191.91 of this part) is inapplicable 
to exportations under 19 U.S.C. 1313(c). 

(d) Required Information. The notice 
shall provide the bill of lading number, 
if known, the name and telephone num-
ber, mailing address, and, if available, 
fax number and e-mail address of a con-
tact person, and the location of the 
merchandise. 

(e) Decision to waive examination. 
Within two (2) working days after re-
ceipt of the Notice of Intent to Export, 
Destroy, or Return Merchandise for 
Purposes of Drawback (see paragraph 
(c) of this section), Customs will no-
tify, in writing, the party designated 
on the Notice of Customs decision to 
either examine the merchandise to be 
exported or destroyed, or to waive ex-
amination. If Customs timely notifies 
the designated party, in writing, of its 
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