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§53.3

issuance of a U.S. passport under part 51 of
this chapter; or

(5) When arriving at land ports of entry
and sea ports of entry from contiguous terri-
tory or adjacent islands, Native American
holders of American Indian Cards (Form I-
872) issued by U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services (USCIS) may present those
cards; or

(6) When arriving at land or sea ports of
entry from contiguous territory or adjacent
islands, U.S. citizen holders of a tribal docu-
ment issued by a United States qualifying
tribal entity or group of United States quali-
fying tribal entities as provided in 8 CFR
235.1(e) may present that document. Tribal
documents are not sufficient to establish
citizenship for purposes of issuance of a
United States passport under part 51 of this
chapter; or

(7) When bearing documents or combina-
tions of documents the Secretary of Home-
land Security has determined under Section
7209(b) of Public Law 108-458 (8 U.S.C. 1185
note) are sufficient to denote identity and
citizenship. Such documents are not suffi-
cient to establish citizenship for purposes of
issuance of a U.S. passport under part 51 of
this chapter; or

(8) When the U.S. citizen is employed di-
rectly or indirectly on the construction, op-
eration, or maintenance of works under-
taken in accordance with the treaty con-
cluded on February 3, 1944, between the
United States and Mexico regarding the
functions of the International Boundary and
Water Commission (IBWC), TS 994, 9 Bevans
1166, 59 Stat. 1219, or other related agree-
ments, provided that the U.S. citizen bears
an official identification card issued by the
IBWC and is traveling in connection with
such employment; or

(9) When the Department of State waives,
pursuant to EO 13323 of December 30, 2003,
Section 2, the requirement with respect to
the U.S. citizen because there is an unfore-
seen emergency; or

(10) When the Department of State waives,
pursuant to EO 13323 of December 30, 2003,
Sec 2, the requirement with respect to the
U.S. citizen for humanitarian or national in-
terest reasons; or

(11) When the U.S. citizen is a child under
the age of 19 arriving from contiguous terri-
tory in the following circumstances:

(i) Children under age 16. A United States
citizen who is under the age of 16 is per-
mitted to present either an original or a
copy of his or her birth certificate, a Con-
sular Report of Birth Abroad, or a Certifi-
cate of Naturalization issued by U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services when enter-
ing the United States from contiguous terri-
tory at land or sea ports-of-entry; or

(ii) Groups of children under age 19. A U.S.
citizen who is under age 19 and who is trav-
eling with a public or private school group,
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religious group, social or cultural organiza-
tion, or team associated with a youth sport
organization may present either an original
or a copy of his or her birth certificate, a
Consular Report of Birth Abroad, or a Cer-
tificate of Naturalization issued by U.S. Citi-
zenship and Immigration Services when ar-
riving in the United States from contiguous
territory at all land or sea ports of entry,
when the group, organization or team is
under the supervision of an adult affiliated
with the organization and when the child has
parental or legal guardian consent to travel.
For purposes of this paragraph, an adult is
considered to be a person who is age 19 or
older. The following requirements will apply:

(A) The group, organization, or team must
provide to CBP upon crossing the border on
organizational letterhead:

(1) The name of the group, organization or
team, and the name of the supervising adult;

(2) A list of the children on the trip; and

(3) For each child, the primary address,
primary phone number, date of birth, place
of birth, and the name of at least one parent
or legal guardian.

(B) The adult leading the group, organiza-
tion, or team must demonstrate parental or
legal guardian consent by certifying in the
writing submitted in paragraph (b)(11)(ii)(A)
of this section that he or she has obtained
for each child the consent of at least one par-
ent or legal guardian.

(C) The procedure described in this para-
graph is limited to members of the group, or-
ganization, or team who are under age 19.
Other members of the group, organization, or
team must comply with other applicable
document and/or inspection requirements
found in 8 CFR parts 211, 212, or 235.

§53.3 Attempt of a citizen to enter
without a valid passport.

The appropriate officer at the port of
entry shall report to the Department of
State any citizen of the United States
who attempts to enter the United
States contrary to the provisions of
this part, so that the Department of
State may apply the waiver provisions
of §53.2(h) and §53.2(i) to such citizen, if
appropriate.

§53.4 Optional use of a valid passport.

Nothing in this part shall be con-
strued to prevent a citizen from using
a valid U.S. passport in a case in which
that passport is not required by this
part 53, provided such travel is not oth-
erwise prohibited.
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