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APPENDIX 

1607.17 Policy statement on affirmative ac-
tion (see section 13B). 

1607.18 Citations. 

AUTHORITY: Secs. 709 and 713, Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 265) as amended by the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972 
(Pub. L. 92–261); 42 U.S.C. 2000e–8, 2000e–12. 

SOURCE: 43 FR 38295, 38312, Aug. 25, 1978, un-
less otherwise noted. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

§ 1607.1 Statement of purpose. 
A. Need for uniformity—Issuing agen-

cies. The Federal government’s need for 
a uniform set of principles on the ques-
tion of the use of tests and other selec-
tion procedures has long been recog-
nized. The Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission, the Civil Service 
Commission, the Department of Labor, 
and the Department of Justice jointly 
have adopted these uniform guidelines 
to meet that need, and to apply the 
same principles to the Federal Govern-
ment as are applied to other employ-
ers. 

B. Purpose of guidelines. These guide-
lines incorporate a single set of prin-
ciples which are designed to assist em-
ployers, labor organizations, employ-
ment agencies, and licensing and cer-
tification boards to comply with re-
quirements of Federal law prohibiting 
employment practices which discrimi-
nate on grounds of race, color, religion, 
sex, and national origin. They are de-
signed to provide a framework for de-
termining the proper use of tests and 
other selection procedures. These 
guidelines do not require a user to con-
duct validity studies of selection proce-
dures where no adverse impact results. 
However, all users are encouraged to 
use selection procedures which are 
valid, especially users operating under 
merit principles. 

C. Relation to prior guidelines. These 
guidelines are based upon and super-
sede previously issued guidelines on 
employee selection procedures. These 
guidelines have been built upon court 
decisions, the previously issued guide-
lines of the agencies, and the practical 
experience of the agencies, as well as 
the standards of the psychological pro-
fession. These guidelines are intended 
to be consistent with existing law. 

§ 1607.2 Scope. 
A. Application of guidelines. These 

guidelines will be applied by the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission 
in the enforcement of title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended by 
the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Act of 1972 (hereinafter ‘‘title VII’’); by 
the Department of Labor, and the con-
tract compliance agencies until the 
transfer of authority contemplated by 
the President’s Reorganization Plan 
No. 1 of 1978, in the administration and 
enforcement of Executive Order 11246, 
as amended by Executive Order 11375 
(hereinafter ‘‘Executive Order 11246’’); 
by the Civil Service Commission and 
other Federal agencies subject to sec-
tion 717 of title VII; by the Civil Serv-
ice Commission in exercising its re-
sponsibilities toward State and local 
governments under section 208(b)(1) of 
the Intergovernmental-Personnel Act; 
by the Department of Justice in exer-
cising its responsibilities under Fed-
eral law; by the Office of Revenue 
Sharing of the Department of the 
Treasury under the State and Local 
Fiscal Assistance Act of 1972, as 
amended; and by any other Federal 
agency which adopts them. 

B. Employment decisions. These guide-
lines apply to tests and other selection 
procedures which are used as a basis 
for any employment decision. Employ-
ment decisions include but are not lim-
ited to hiring, promotion, demotion, 
membership (for example, in a labor or-
ganization), referral, retention, and li-
censing and certification, to the extent 
that licensing and certification may be 
covered by Federal equal employment 
opportunity law. Other selection deci-
sions, such as selection for training or 
transfer, may also be considered em-
ployment decisions if they lead to any 
of the decisions listed above. 

C. Selection procedures. These guide-
lines apply only to selection procedures 
which are used as a basis for making 
employment decisions. For example, 
the use of recruiting procedures de-
signed to attract members of a par-
ticular race, sex, or ethnic group, 
which were previously denied employ-
ment opportunities or which are cur-
rently underutilized, may be necessary 
to bring an employer into compliance 
with Federal law, and is frequently an 
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essential element of any effective af-
firmative action program; but recruit-
ment practices are not considered by 
these guidelines to be selection proce-
dures. Similarly, these guidelines do 
not pertain to the question of the law-
fulness of a seniority system within 
the meaning of section 703(h), Execu-
tive Order 11246 or other provisions of 
Federal law or regulation, except to 
the extent that such systems utilize se-
lection procedures to determine quali-
fications or abilities to perform the 
job. Nothing in these guidelines is in-
tended or should be interpreted as dis-
couraging the use of a selection proce-
dure for the purpose of determining 
qualifications or for the purpose of se-
lection on the basis of relative quali-
fications, if the selection procedure 
had been validated in accord with these 
guidelines for each such purpose for 
which it is to be used. 

D. Limitations. These guidelines apply 
only to persons subject to title VII, Ex-
ecutive Order 11246, or other equal em-
ployment opportunity requirements of 
Federal law. These guidelines do not 
apply to responsibilities under the Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act of 
1967, as amended, not to discriminate 
on the basis of age, or under sections 
501, 503, and 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, not to discriminate on the 
basis of handicap. 

E. Indian preference not affected. 
These guidelines do not restrict any 
obligation imposed or right granted by 
Federal law to users to extend a pref-
erence in employment to Indians living 
on or near an Indian reservation in 
connection with employment opportu-
nities on or near an Indian reservation. 

§ 1607.3 Discrimination defined: Rela-
tionship between use of selection 
procedures and discrimination. 

A. Procedure having adverse impact 
constitutes discrimination unless justified. 
The use of any selection procedure 
which has an adverse impact on the 
hiring, promotion, or other employ-
ment or membership opportunities of 
members of any race, sex, or ethnic 
group will be considered to be discrimi-
natory and inconsistent with these 
guidelines, unless the procedure has 
been validated in accordance with 

these guidelines, or the provisions of 
section 6 below are satisfied. 

B. Consideration of suitable alternative 
selection procedures. Where two or more 
selection procedures are available 
which serve the user’s legitimate inter-
est in efficient and trustworthy work-
manship, and which are substantially 
equally valid for a given purpose, the 
user should use the procedure which 
has been demonstrated to have the 
lesser adverse impact. Accordingly, 
whenever a validity study is called for 
by these guidelines, the user should in-
clude, as a part of the validity study, 
an investigation of suitable alternative 
selection procedures and suitable alter-
native methods of using the selection 
procedure which have as little adverse 
impact as possible, to determine the 
appropriateness of using or validating 
them in accord with these guidelines. If 
a user has made a reasonable effort to 
become aware of such alternative pro-
cedures and validity has been dem-
onstrated in accord with these guide-
lines, the use of the test or other selec-
tion procedure may continue until such 
time as it should reasonably be re-
viewed for currency. Whenever the user 
is shown an alternative selection pro-
cedure with evidence of less adverse 
impact and substantial evidence of va-
lidity for the same job in similar cir-
cumstances, the user should inves-
tigate it to determine the appropriate-
ness of using or validating it in accord 
with these guidelines. This subsection 
is not intended to preclude the com-
bination of procedures into a signifi-
cantly more valid procedure, if the use 
of such a combination has been shown 
to be in compliance with the guide-
lines. 

§ 1607.4 Information on impact. 

A. Records concerning impact. Each 
user should maintain and have avail-
able for inspection records or other in-
formation which will disclose the im-
pact which its tests and other selection 
procedures have upon employment op-
portunities of persons by identifiable 
race, sex, or ethnic group as set forth 
in paragraph B of this section, in order 
to determine compliance with these 
guidelines. Where there are large num-
bers of applicants and procedures are 
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administered frequently, such informa-
tion may be retained on a sample basis, 
provided that the sample is appropriate 
in terms of the applicant population 
and adequate in size. 

B. Applicable race, sex, and ethnic 
groups for recordkeeping. The records 
called for by this section are to be 
maintained by sex, and the following 
races and ethnic groups: Blacks (Ne-
groes), American Indians (including 
Alaskan Natives), Asians (including 
Pacific Islanders), Hispanic (including 
persons of Mexican, Puerto Rican, 
Cuban, Central or South American, or 
other Spanish origin or culture regard-
less of race), whites (Caucasians) other 
than Hispanic, and totals. The race, 
sex, and ethnic classifications called 
for by this section are consistent with 
the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Standard Form 100, Employer Informa-
tion Report EEO–1 series of reports. 
The user should adopt safeguards to in-
sure that the records required by this 
paragraph are used for appropriate pur-
poses such as determining adverse im-
pact, or (where required) for developing 
and monitoring affirmative action pro-
grams, and that such records are not 
used improperly. See sections 4E and 
17(4), below. 

C. Evaluation of selection rates. The 
‘‘bottom line.’’ If the information called 
for by sections 4A and B above shows 
that the total selection process for a 
job has an adverse impact, the indi-
vidual components of the selection 
process should be evaluated for adverse 
impact. If this information shows that 
the total selection process does not 
have an adverse impact, the Federal 
enforcement agencies, in the exercise 
of their administrative and prosecu-
torial discretion, in usual cir-
cumstances, will not expect a user to 
evaluate the individual components for 
adverse impact, or to validate such in-
dividual components, and will not take 
enforcement action based upon adverse 
impact of any component of that proc-
ess, including the separate parts of a 
multipart selection procedure or any 
separate procedure that is used as an 
alternative method of selection. How-
ever, in the following circumstances 
the Federal enforcement agencies will 
expect a user to evaluate the individual 
components for adverse impact and 

may, where appropriate, take enforce-
ment action with respect to the indi-
vidual components: 

(1) Where the selection procedure is a 
significant factor in the continuation 
of patterns of assignments of incum-
bent employees caused by prior dis-
criminatory employment practices, (2) 
where the weight of court decisions or 
administrative interpretations hold 
that a specific procedure (such as 
height or weight requirements or no- 
arrest records) is not job related in the 
same or similar circumstances. In un-
usual circumstances, other than those 
listed in (1) and (2) of this paragraph, 
the Federal enforcement agencies may 
request a user to evaluate the indi-
vidual components for adverse impact 
and may, where appropriate, take en-
forcement action with respect to the 
individual component. 

D. Adverse impact and the ‘‘four-fifths 
rule.’’ A selection rate for any race, 
sex, or ethnic group which is less than 
four-fifths (4⁄5) (or eighty percent) of 
the rate for the group with the highest 
rate will generally be regarded by the 
Federal enforcement agencies as evi-
dence of adverse impact, while a great-
er than four-fifths rate will generally 
not be regarded by Federal enforce-
ment agencies as evidence of adverse 
impact. Smaller differences in selec-
tion rate may nevertheless constitute 
adverse impact, where they are signifi-
cant in both statistical and practical 
terms or where a user’s actions have 
discouraged applicants disproportion-
ately on grounds of race, sex, or ethnic 
group. Greater differences in selection 
rate may not constitute adverse im-
pact where the differences are based on 
small numbers and are not statistically 
significant, or where special recruiting 
or other programs cause the pool of mi-
nority or female candidates to be 
atypical of the normal pool of appli-
cants from that group. Where the 
user’s evidence concerning the impact 
of a selection procedure indicates ad-
verse impact but is based upon num-
bers which are too small to be reliable, 
evidence concerning the impact of the 
procedure over a longer period of time 
and/or evidence concerning the impact 
which the selection procedure had 
when used in the same manner in simi-
lar circumstances elsewhere may be 
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considered in determining adverse im-
pact. Where the user has not main-
tained data on adverse impact as re-
quired by the documentation section of 
applicable guidelines, the Federal en-
forcement agencies may draw an infer-
ence of adverse impact of the selection 
process from the failure of the user to 
maintain such data, if the user has an 
underutilization of a group in the job 
category, as compared to the group’s 
representation in the relevant labor 
market or, in the case of jobs filled 
from within, the applicable work force. 

E. Consideration of user’s equal employ-
ment opportunity posture. In carrying 
out their obligations, the Federal en-
forcement agencies will consider the 
general posture of the user with re-
spect to equal employment opportunity 
for the job or group of jobs in question. 
Where a user has adopted an affirma-
tive action program, the Federal en-
forcement agencies will consider the 
provisions of that program, including 
the goals and timetables which the 
user has adopted and the progress 
which the user has made in carrying 
out that program and in meeting the 
goals and timetables. While such af-
firmative action programs may in de-
sign and execution be race, color, sex, 
or ethnic conscious, selection proce-
dures under such programs should be 
based upon the ability or relative abil-
ity to do the work. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 3046–0017) 

(Pub. L. 96–511, 94 Stat. 2812 (44 U.S.C. 3501 et 
seq.)) 

[43 FR 38295, 38312, Aug. 25, 1978, as amended 
at 46 FR 63268, Dec. 31, 1981] 

§ 1607.5 General standards for validity 
studies. 

A. Acceptable types of validity studies. 
For the purposes of satisfying these 
guidelines, users may rely upon cri-
terion-related validity studies, content 
validity studies or construct validity 
studies, in accordance with the stand-
ards set forth in the technical stand-
ards of these guidelines, section 14 
below. New strategies for showing the 
validity of selection procedures will be 
evaluated as they become accepted by 
the psychological profession. 

B. Criterion-related, content, and con-
struct validity. Evidence of the validity 
of a test or other selection procedure 
by a criterion-related validity study 
should consist of empirical data dem-
onstrating that the selection procedure 
is predictive of or significantly cor-
related with important elements of job 
performance. See section 14B below. 
Evidence of the validity of a test or 
other selection procedure by a content 
validity study should consist of data 
showing that the content of the selec-
tion procedure is representative of im-
portant aspects of performance on the 
job for which the candidates are to be 
evaluated. See 14C below. Evidence of 
the validity of a test or other selection 
procedure through a construct validity 
study should consist of data showing 
that the procedure measures the degree 
to which candidates have identifiable 
characteristics which have been deter-
mined to be important in successful 
performance in the job for which the 
candidates are to be evaluated. See sec-
tion 14D below. 

C. Guidelines are consistent with profes-
sional standards. The provisions of 
these guidelines relating to validation 
of selection procedures are intended to 
be consistent with generally accepted 
professional standards for evaluating 
standardized tests and other selection 
procedures, such as those described in 
the Standards for Educational and Psy-
chological Tests prepared by a joint 
committee of the American Psycho-
logical Association, the American Edu-
cational Research Association, and the 
National Council on Measurement in 
Education (American Psychological 
Association, Washington, DC, 1974) 
(hereinafter ‘‘A.P.A. Standards’’) and 
standard textbooks and journals in the 
field of personnel selection. 

D. Need for documentation of validity. 
For any selection procedure which is 
part of a selection process which has an 
adverse impact and which selection 
procedure has an adverse impact, each 
user should maintain and have avail-
able such documentation as is de-
scribed in section 15 below. 

E. Accuracy and standardization. Va-
lidity studies should be carried out 
under conditions which assure insofar 
as possible the adequacy and accuracy 
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of the research and the report. Selec-
tion procedures should be administered 
and scored under standardized condi-
tions. 

F. Caution against selection on basis of 
knowledges, skills, or ability learned in 
brief orientation period. In general, users 
should avoid making employment deci-
sions on the basis of measures of 
knowledges, skills, or abilities which 
are normally learned in a brief orienta-
tion period, and which have an adverse 
impact. 

G. Method of use of selection proce-
dures. The evidence of both the validity 
and utility of a selection procedure 
should support the method the user 
chooses for operational use of the pro-
cedure, if that method of use has a 
greater adverse impact than another 
method of use. Evidence which may be 
sufficient to support the use of a selec-
tion procedure on a pass/fail (screen-
ing) basis may be insufficient to sup-
port the use of the same procedure on 
a ranking basis under these guidelines. 
Thus, if a user decides to use a selec-
tion procedure on a ranking basis, and 
that method of use has a greater ad-
verse impact than use on an appro-
priate pass/fail basis (see section 5H 
below), the user should have sufficient 
evidence of validity and utility to sup-
port the use on a ranking basis. See 
sections 3B, 14B (5) and (6), and 14C (8) 
and (9). 

H. Cutoff scores. Where cutoff scores 
are used, they should normally be set 
so as to be reasonable and consistent 
with normal expectations of acceptable 
proficiency within the work force. 
Where applicants are ranked on the 
basis of properly validated selection 
procedures and those applicants scor-
ing below a higher cutoff score than ap-
propriate in light of such expectations 
have little or no chance of being se-
lected for employment, the higher cut-
off score may be appropriate, but the 
degree of adverse impact should be con-
sidered. 

I. Use of selection procedures for higher 
level jobs. If job progression structures 
are so established that employees will 
probably, within a reasonable period of 
time and in a majority of cases, 
progress to a higher level, it may be 
considered that the applicants are 
being evaluated for a job or jobs at the 

higher level. However, where job pro-
gression is not so nearly automatic, or 
the time span is such that higher level 
jobs or employees’ potential may be ex-
pected to change in significant ways, it 
should be considered that applicants 
are being evaluated for a job at or near 
the entry level. A ‘‘reasonable period of 
time’’ will vary for different jobs and 
employment situations but will seldom 
be more than 5 years. Use of selection 
procedures to evaluate applicants for a 
higher level job would not be appro-
priate: 

(1) If the majority of those remaining 
employed do not progress to the higher 
level job; 

(2) If there is a reason to doubt that 
the higher level job will continue to re-
quire essentially similar skills during 
the progression period; or 

(3) If the selection procedures meas-
ure knowledges, skills, or abilities re-
quired for advancement which would be 
expected to develop principally from 
the training or experience on the job. 

J. Interim use of selection procedures. 
Users may continue the use of a selec-
tion procedure which is not at the mo-
ment fully supported by the required 
evidence of validity, provided: (1) The 
user has available substantial evidence 
of validity, and (2) the user has in 
progress, when technically feasible, a 
study which is designed to produce the 
additional evidence required by these 
guidelines within a reasonable time. If 
such a study is not technically feasible, 
see section 6B. If the study does not 
demonstrate validity, this provision of 
these guidelines for interim use shall 
not constitute a defense in any action, 
nor shall it relieve the user of any obli-
gations arising under Federal law. 

K. Review of validity studies for cur-
rency. Whenever validity has been 
shown in accord with these guidelines 
for the use of a particular selection 
procedure for a job or group of jobs, ad-
ditional studies need not be performed 
until such time as the validity study is 
subject to review as provided in section 
3B above. There are no absolutes in the 
area of determining the currency of a 
validity study. All circumstances con-
cerning the study, including the valida-
tion strategy used, and changes in the 
relevant labor market and the job 
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should be considered in the determina-
tion of when a validity study is out-
dated. 

§ 1607.6 Use of selection procedures 
which have not been validated. 

A. Use of alternate selection procedures 
to eliminate adverse impact. A user may 
choose to utilize alternative selection 
procedures in order to eliminate ad-
verse impact or as part of an affirma-
tive action program. See section 13 
below. Such alternative procedures 
should eliminate the adverse impact in 
the total selection process, should be 
lawful and should be as job related as 
possible. 

B. Where validity studies cannot or 
need not be performed. There are cir-
cumstances in which a user cannot or 
need not utilize the validation tech-
niques contemplated by these guide-
lines. In such circumstances, the user 
should utilize selection procedures 
which are as job related as possible and 
which will minimize or eliminate ad-
verse impact, as set forth below. 

(1) Where informal or unscored proce-
dures are used. When an informal or 
unscored selection procedure which has 
an adverse impact is utilized, the user 
should eliminate the adverse impact, 
or modify the procedure to one which 
is a formal, scored or quantified meas-
ure or combination of measures and 
then validate the procedure in accord 
with these guidelines, or otherwise jus-
tify continued use of the procedure in 
accord with Federal law. 

(2) Where formal and scored procedures 
are used. When a formal and scored se-
lection procedure is used which has an 
adverse impact, the validation tech-
niques contemplated by these guide-
lines usually should be followed if tech-
nically feasible. Where the user cannot 
or need not follow the validation tech-
niques anticipated by these guidelines, 
the user should either modify the pro-
cedure to eliminate adverse impact or 
otherwise justify continued use of the 
procedure in accord with Federal law. 

§ 1607.7 Use of other validity studies. 
A. Validity studies not conducted by the 

user. Users may, under certain cir-
cumstances, support the use of selec-
tion procedures by validity studies con-
ducted by other users or conducted by 

test publishers or distributors and de-
scribed in test manuals. While pub-
lishers of selection procedures have a 
professional obligation to provide evi-
dence of validity which meets gen-
erally accepted professional standards 
(see section 5C above), users are cau-
tioned that they are responsible for 
compliance with these guidelines. Ac-
cordingly, users seeking to obtain se-
lection procedures from publishers and 
distributors should be careful to deter-
mine that, in the event the user be-
comes subject to the validity require-
ments of these guidelines, the nec-
essary information to support validity 
has been determined and will be made 
available to the user. 

B. Use of criterion-related validity evi-
dence from other sources. Criterion-re-
lated validity studies conducted by one 
test user, or described in test manuals 
and the professional literature, will be 
considered acceptable for use by an-
other user when the following require-
ments are met: 

(1) Validity evidence. Evidence from 
the available studies meeting the 
standards of section 14B below clearly 
demonstrates that the selection proce-
dure is valid; 

(2) Job similarity. The incumbents in 
the user’s job and the incumbents in 
the job or group of jobs on which the 
validity study was conducted perform 
substantially the same major work be-
haviors, as shown by appropriate job 
analyses both on the job or group of 
jobs on which the validity study was 
performed and on the job for which the 
selection procedure is to be used; and 

(3) Fairness evidence. The studies in-
clude a study of test fairness for each 
race, sex, and ethnic group which con-
stitutes a significant factor in the bor-
rowing user’s relevant labor market for 
the job or jobs in question. If the stud-
ies under consideration satisfy para-
graphs (1) and (2) of this paragraph 
B.,1⁄4 above but do not contain an inves-
tigation of test fairness, and it is not 
technically feasible for the borrowing 
user to conduct an internal study of 
test fairness, the borrowing user may 
utilize the study until studies con-
ducted elsewhere meeting the require-
ments of these guidelines show test un-
fairness, or until such time as it be-
comes technically feasible to conduct 
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an internal study of test fairness and 
the results of that study can be acted 
upon. Users obtaining selection proce-
dures from publishers should consider, 
as one factor in the decision to pur-
chase a particular selection procedure, 
the availability of evidence concerning 
test fairness. 

C. Validity evidence from multiunit 
study. if validity evidence from a study 
covering more than one unit within an 
organization statisfies the require-
ments of section 14B below, evidence of 
validity specific to each unit will not 
be required unless there are variables 
which are likely to affect validity sig-
nificantly. 

D. Other significant variables. If there 
are variables in the other studies which 
are likely to affect validity signifi-
cantly, the user may not rely upon 
such studies, but will be expected ei-
ther to conduct an internal validity 
study or to comply with section 6 
above. 

§ 1607.8 Cooperative studies. 
A. Encouragement of cooperative stud-

ies. The agencies issuing these guide-
lines encourage employers, labor orga-
nizations, and employment agencies to 
cooperate in research, development, 
search for lawful alternatives, and va-
lidity studies in order to achieve proce-
dures which are consistent with these 
guidelines. 

B. Standards for use of cooperative 
studies. If validity evidence from a co-
operative study satisfies the require-
ments of section 14 below, evidence of 
validity specific to each user will not 
be required unless there are variables 
in the user’s situation which are likely 
to affect validity significantly. 

§ 1607.9 No assumption of validity. 
A. Unacceptable substitutes for evidence 

of validity. Under no circumstances will 
the general reputation of a test or 
other selection procedures, its author 
or its publisher, or casual reports of 
it’s validity be accepted in lieu of evi-
dence of validity. Specifically ruled out 
are: assumptions of validity based on a 
procedure’s name or descriptive labels; 
all forms of promotional literature; 
data bearing on the frequency of a pro-
cedure’s usage; testimonial statements 
and credentials of sellers, users, or con-

sultants; and other nonempirical or an-
ecdotal accounts of selection practices 
or selection outcomes. 

B. Encouragement of professional su-
pervision. Professional supervision of 
selection activities is encouraged but 
is not a substitute for documented evi-
dence of validity. The enforcement 
agencies will take into account the 
fact that a thorough job analysis was 
conducted and that careful develop-
ment and use of a selection procedure 
in accordance with professional stand-
ards enhance the probability that the 
selection procedure is valid for the job. 

§ 1607.10 Employment agencies and 
employment services. 

A. Where selection procedures are de-
vised by agency. An employment agen-
cy, including private employment 
agencies and State employment agen-
cies, which agrees to a request by an 
employer or labor organization to de-
vice and utilize a selection procedure 
should follow the standards in these 
guidelines for determining adverse im-
pact. If adverse impact exists the agen-
cy should comply with these guide-
lines. An employment agency is not re-
lieved of its obligation herein because 
the user did not request such valida-
tion or has requested the use of some 
lesser standard of validation than is 
provided in these guidelines. The use of 
an employment agency does not relieve 
an employer or labor organization or 
other user of its responsibilities under 
Federal law to provide equal employ-
ment opportunity or its obligations as 
a user under these guidelines. 

B. Where selection procedures are de-
vised elsewhere. Where an employment 
agency or service is requested to ad-
minister a selection procedure which 
has been devised elsewhere and to 
make referrals pursuant to the results, 
the employment agency or service 
should maintain and have available 
evidence of the impact of the selection 
and referral procedures which it admin-
isters. If adverse impact results the 
agency or service should comply with 
these guidelines. If the agency or serv-
ice seeks to comply with these guide-
lines by reliance upon validity studies 
or other data in the possession of the 
employer, it should obtain and have 
available such information. 
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§ 1607.11 Disparate treatment. 
The principles of disparate or un-

equal treatment must be distinguished 
from the concepts of validation. A se-
lection procedure—even though vali-
dated against job performance in ac-
cordance with these guidelines—cannot 
be imposed upon members of a race, 
sex, or ethnic group where other em-
ployees, applicants, or members have 
not been subjected to that standard. 
Disparate treatment occurs where 
members of a race, sex, or ethnic group 
have been denied the same employ-
ment, promotion, membership, or other 
employment opportunities as have 
been available to other employees or 
applicants. Those employees or appli-
cants who have been denied equal 
treatment, because of prior discrimina-
tory practices or policies, must at least 
be afforded the same opportunities as 
had existed for other employees or ap-
plicants during the period of discrimi-
nation. Thus, the persons who were in 
the class of persons discriminated 
against during the period the user fol-
lowed the discriminatory practices 
should be allowed the opportunity to 
qualify under less stringent selection 
procedures previously followed, unless 
the user demonstrates that the in-
creased standards are required by busi-
ness necessity. This section does not 
prohibit a user who has not previously 
followed merit standards from adopting 
merit standards which are in compli-
ance with these guidelines; nor does it 
preclude a user who has previously 
used invalid or unvalidated selection 
procedures from developing and using 
procedures which are in accord with 
these guidelines. 

§ 1607.12 Retesting of applicants. 
Users should provide a reasonable op-

portunity for retesting and reconsider-
ation. Where examinations are admin-
istered periodically with public notice, 
such reasonable opportunity exists, un-
less persons who have previously been 
tested are precluded from retesting. 
The user may however take reasonable 
steps to preserve the security of its 
procedures. 

§ 1607.13 Affirmative action. 
A. Affirmative action obligations. The 

use of selection procedures which have 

been validated pursuant to these guide-
lines does not relieve users of any obli-
gations they may have to undertake af-
firmative action to assure equal em-
ployment opportunity. Nothing in 
these guidelines is intended to preclude 
the use of lawful selection procedures 
which assist in remedying the effects of 
prior discriminatory practices, or the 
achievement of affirmative action ob-
jectives. 

B. Encouragement of voluntary affirma-
tive action programs. These guidelines 
are also intended to encourage the 
adoption and implementation of vol-
untary affirmative action programs by 
users who have no obligation under 
Federal law to adopt them; but are not 
intended to impose any new obligations 
in that regard. The agencies issuing 
and endorsing these guidelines endorse 
for all private employers and reaffirm 
for all governmental employers the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Co-
ordinating Council’s ‘‘Policy State-
ment on Affirmative Action Programs 
for State and Local Government Agen-
cies’’ (41 FR 38814, September 13, 1976). 
That policy statement is attached 
hereto as appendix, section 17. 

TECHNICAL STANDARDS 

§ 1607.14 Technical standards for va-
lidity studies. 

The following minimum standards, as 
applicable, should be met in con-
ducting a validity study. Nothing in 
these guidelines is intended to preclude 
the development and use of other pro-
fessionally acceptable techniques with 
respect to validation of selection pro-
cedures. Where it is not technically 
feasible for a user to conduct a validity 
study, the user has the obligation oth-
erwise to comply with these guidelines. 
See sections 6 and 7 above. 

A. Validity studies should be based on 
review of information about the job. Any 
validity study should be based upon a 
review of information about the job for 
which the selection procedure is to be 
used. The review should include a job 
analysis except as provided in section 
14B(3) below with respect to criterion- 
related validity. Any method of job 
analysis may be used if it provides the 
information required for the specific 
validation strategy used. 
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