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Proclamations Proc. 8256 

By a joint resolution approved October 1, 1962, as amended (76 Stat. 676), 
and by Public Law 103–322, as amended (36 U.S.C. 136–137), the President 
has been authorized and requested to designate May 15 of each year as 
‘‘Peace Officers’ Memorial Day’’ and the week in which it falls as ‘‘Police 
Week,’’ and to direct that the flag be flown at half staff on Peace Officers’ 
Memorial Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 15, 2008, as Peace Officers’ Memorial 
Day and May 11 through May 17, 2008, as Police Week. I call on all Ameri-
cans to observe these events with appropriate ceremonies and activities. I 
also call on Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, officials of the other territories subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States, as well as appropriate officials of all units of government, 
to direct that the flag be flown at half staff on Peace Officers’ Memorial 
Day. I further encourage all Americans to display the flag at half staff from 
their homes and businesses on that day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8256 of May 15, 2008 

National Safe Boating Week, 2008 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Our Nation’s beautiful waterways provide opportunities for recreational ac-
tivities for millions of Americans. During National Safe Boating Week, we 
raise awareness of the importance of practicing and promoting safe boating. 

Recreational boating is one of America’s most popular pastimes, and it is 
important for every boater to take proper safety precautions. The United 
States Coast Guard encourages citizens to take preventive measures such as 
wearing a life jacket, never boating under the influence of drugs or alcohol, 
and taking a boating safety course. Too often, accidents occur on boats 
where the operator had not received boating safety instruction. Receiving 
a vessel safety check once a year will also help ensure a safe boating expe-
rience. To learn important information about boating, visit uscgboating.org. 
During National Safe Boating Week and throughout the year, I urge all 
Americans to put safety first when enjoying our country’s magnificent wa-
ters. 

In recognition of the importance of safe boating practices, the Congress, by 
joint resolution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 131), as amended, has au-
thorized and requested the President to proclaim annually the 7-day period 
prior to Memorial Day weekend as ‘‘National Safe Boating Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 17 through May 23, 2008, as National 
Safe Boating Week. I encourage the Governors of the 50 States and the 
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Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and officials of other areas subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States, to join in observing this week. I also urge 
all Americans to learn more about safe boating practices and always act re-
sponsibly while on the water. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8257 of May 15, 2008 

World Trade Week, 2008 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Free and fair trade helps secure a future of freedom and promise. During 
World Trade Week, we recognize the positive effects of opening markets 
around the world. Open markets play an integral role in America’s eco-
nomic progress, creating better-paying jobs, expanding consumer choices, 
and providing increased opportunities for American workers and employ-
ers. Free and fair trade also increases economic growth among our trading 
partners. 

My Administration is committed to expanding economic freedom world-
wide. We will continue to seek an ambitious outcome in the Doha Round 
that will reduce and eliminate tariffs and other barriers on goods and open 
new markets for services trade. The Doha Round provides a once-in-a-gen-
eration opportunity to advance open markets, strengthen economic growth, 
and help millions rise out of poverty. 

We also encourage the Congress to approve our pending trade agreements 
with Colombia, Panama, and South Korea. Our free trade agreement with 
Colombia is important, because it will support one of our closest allies in 
the Western Hemisphere currently under assault from a terrorist network. 
Congressional approval of this agreement would make clear America’s 
unshakeable commitment to advancing the benefits of free markets and the 
interests of free people. 

Today, nearly 250,000 U.S. firms export U.S. products. Ninety-seven per-
cent of those exporters are small- or medium-sized businesses. The number 
of U.S. small business exporters has more than doubled since 1992. Those 
businesses have surpassed a quarter of a trillion dollars in annual export 
sales. 

Free and fair trade helps reinforce our Nation’s commitments to democracy, 
transparency, and the rule of law. This week and throughout the year, we 
recognize the importance of trade in promoting prosperity and freedom in 
the United States and around the world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 18 through May 24, 
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