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of Scott Joplin, Marian Anderson, Eubie Blake, and Mahalia Jackson. Dur-
ing the Civil Rights era, African-American musicians such as Duke Elling-
ton, Muddy Waters, and Ruth Brown conveyed the struggles of their com-
munities while bringing people of all backgrounds together. Today, this 
music continues to inspire America’s citizens and advance its creative spir-
it. 

Throughout the course of American history, black musicians have used 
their great talents to share the richness of the African-American experience 
and to develop a uniquely American style of music enjoyed throughout the 
world. This month, we honor the pioneers of African-American music and 
today’s contemporary artists who have enriched the lives of people every-
where. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2008 as Black Music 
Month. I encourage all Americans to learn more about the history of black 
music and to enjoy the great contributions of African-American singers, 
musicians, and composers. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8265 of May 30, 2008 

Great Outdoors Month, 2008 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

From the Appalachian Mountains to the Grand Canyon, America is blessed 
with places of natural beauty where our citizens can discover the full 
splendor of this great Nation. During Great Outdoors Month, our Nation 
celebrates the grandeur of our open spaces, strengthens our commitment to 
preserving this heritage, and reaffirms our dedication to protecting our air, 
water, and lands. 

My Administration remains dedicated to wise stewardship of the environ-
ment, and we will continue to protect our Nation’s natural wonders. This 
past year, we have made great strides in helping wildlife thrive and in re-
storing habitat for migratory birds through cooperative conservation. Work-
ing with State and tribal officials, we are preserving important wildlife 
habitats and expanding the National Wildlife Refuge system. Citizens can 
visit takepride.gov to learn more about opportunities to care for our envi-
ronment. 

Great Outdoors Month is an opportunity to honor those who work to keep 
our natural places beautiful and to celebrate some of our country’s favorite 
outdoor pastimes. These activities encourage a healthy lifestyle and give 
Americans pride in the great American landscape. As responsible stewards 
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of our natural resources, we can help ensure that the great outdoors will 
be available for enjoyment by generations to come. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2008 as Great Outdoors 
Month. I call on all Americans to observe this month with appropriate pro-
grams and activities, and to take time to visit and enjoy the great outdoors. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8266 of May 30, 2008 

Italian Independence Day, 2008 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On Italian Independence Day, we recognize our friendship with the nation 
of Italy, and we celebrate the generations of Italian Americans who have 
made significant contributions to our national character. 

June 2, 1946, marks the birth of the Italian Republic, the long-awaited tri-
umph of liberty and democracy in an ancient land. Today, Italy is a friend 
of the United States and an ally of freedom and peace. Italians and Ameri-
cans join together on Italian Independence Day to commemorate Italy’s 
independence and celebrate its rich history. 

The people of our two countries share special ties rooted in history, friend-
ship, and family. Millions of American citizens have Italian ancestry, and 
they and their forebears have helped shape our way of life. Americans are 
grateful for the many contributions Italians and Italian Americans have 
made to our history and our culture, and we are proud that our nations 
are allies in the cause of peace and security around the world. 

In celebrating Italian Independence Day, we commemorate the freedoms 
our countries hold dear, and we honor the generations of Italian Americans 
who came to our shores seeking opportunity. They have helped to shape 
our great Nation and influenced American life for the better. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2, 2008, as Italian Inde-
pendence Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day by celebrating 
the contributions of Italians and Italian Americans to our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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