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to lead lives of character and integrity. As a child’s primary teachers, par-
ents are responsible for their child’s education, and their efforts will con-
tribute to a more hopeful future for our country. Parents can help shape 
our Nation by encouraging young people to make the right choices, become 
responsible citizens, and achieve their dreams. 

My Administration remains dedicated to promoting Federal, State, and 
faith-based and community programs to assist American families and sup-
port healthy marriages and responsible parenting. We are committed to 
helping parents and schools enable the next generation of Americans to re-
alize their full potential. 

On Parents’ Day, we honor mothers and fathers and thank them for their 
many years of patience and selflessness. We take this opportunity also to 
recognize parents of adopted children and foster parents, who generously 
provide children with a loving family to call their own. We also recognize 
the parents who serve in our Armed Forces and the parents of the brave 
men and women wearing our Nation’s uniform. The members of our Armed 
Forces are defending our freedom with dignity and honor, and America is 
grateful for the sacrifices that they and their families make in the name of 
duty. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States and consistent with Public Law 103–362, as 
amended, do hereby proclaim Sunday, July 27, 2008, as Parents’ Day. I call 
upon citizens, private organizations, and governmental bodies at all levels 
to engage in activities and educational efforts that recognize, support, and 
honor parents, and I encourage American sons and daughters to convey 
their love, respect, and appreciation to their parents. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8278 of August 22, 2008 

Women’s Equality Day, 2008 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

With vision and determination, American women have helped build our 
great Nation. On Women’s Equality Day, we remember the dedication of 
women who overcame many obstacles in order to secure the right to vote. 

The struggle for women’s rights is a story of strong women willing to take 
the lead and pave the way toward equal voting rights for all American citi-
zens. In 1848, a group of determined women came together in Seneca Falls, 
New York, to proclaim that ‘‘all men and women are created equal,’’ and 
demand suffrage. On August 26, 1920, their voices were finally heard, and 
the 19th Amendment to the Constitution guaranteed women the right to 
vote. 
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As we look back on the journey to women gaining suffrage, we remember 
the sacrifices of people like Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
More than 160 years after the Seneca Falls Convention, we celebrate the 
spirit, leadership, and hard work of those pioneering women. We also rec-
ognize the women who continue in this tradition by acting as role models 
in their communities, helping raise the next generation of Americans, lead-
ing in their professions, and serving in the Armed Forces protecting our 
country. These women are continuing on the path set by those who came 
before them, so that all Americans can realize the great promise of our Na-
tion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 2008, as Women’s 
Equality Day. I call upon the people of the United States to celebrate the 
achievements of women and observe this day with appropriate programs 
and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8279 of August 25, 2008 

National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 2008 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month is an opportunity to underscore 
our commitment to fighting prostate cancer and to raise awareness about 
this highly treatable disease. 

Prostate cancer is the second most common type of cancer found in men, 
and one in six men will develop it during their lifetime. The cause of pros-
tate cancer remains unknown, but early detection can lead to better treat-
ment and increase the chances of survival. It is important for men to talk 
to their physicians about risk factors, prevention, and preventive 
screenings. 

My Administration remains committed to helping America’s dedicated 
medical professionals learn more about the cause of prostate cancer and de-
velop new and better ways to combat it. Since 2005, the Cancer Genome 
Atlas has studied the genetic sources of all types of cancer. By supporting 
medical research, conducting clinical trials, and developing new surgical 
techniques to help patients recover quickly, the National Institutes of 
Health, the National Cancer Institute, and the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention are helping lead the fight against prostate cancer. 

During National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, we remember those 
who lost the battle against prostate cancer, and we pray for their families 
and friends. We also remember those living with prostate cancer, celebrate 
the lives of survivors, and thank all the medical professionals who aid in 
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