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[USCG–2003–16630, 73 FR 65203, Oct. 31, 2008, 
as amended at USCG–2009–0702, 74 FR 49240, 
Sept. 25, 2009] 

§ 175.800 Approved equipment and ma-
terial. 

(a) Equipment and material that is 
required by this subchapter to be ap-
proved or of an approved type, must 
have been manufactured and approved 
in accordance with the design and test-
ing requirements in subchapter Q 
(Equipment, Construction, and Mate-
rials: Specifications and Approval) of 
this chapter or as otherwise specified 
by the Commandant. 

(b) Coast Guard publication 
COMDTINST M16714.3 (Series) ‘‘Equip-
ment Lists, Items Approved, Certifi-
cated or Accepted under Marine Inspec-
tion and Navigation Laws’’ lists ap-
proved equipment by type and manu-
facturer. COMDTINST M16714.3 (Series) 
may be obtained from New Orders, Su-
perintendent of Documents, P.O. Box 
371954, Pittsburgh, PA 15250–7954. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 947, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended at 62 FR 51355, Sept. 30, 1997] 

§ 175.900 OMB control numbers. 
(a) Purpose. This section lists the 

control numbers assigned to informa-
tion collection and recordkeeping re-
quirements in this subchapter by the 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) pursuant to the Paperwork Re-
duction Act of 1980 (44 U.S.C. 3501 et. 
seq.). The Coast Guard intends that this 
section comply with the requirements 
of 44 U.S.C. 3507(f) which requires that 
agencies display a current control 
number assigned by the Director of 
OMB for each approved agency infor-
mation collection requirement. 

(b) Display. 

46 CFR Section where identi-
fied Current OMB Control Number 

176.105(a) 1625–0057 
176.202 1625–0057 
176.204 1625–0057 
176.302 1625–0057 
176.306 1625–0057 
176.310 1625–0057 

176.500(a) 1625–0057 
176.612 1625–0057 
176.700 1625–0057 
176.704 1625–0057 
176.710 1625–0057 

176.810(b) 1625–0057 
176.920(c) 1625–0057 

176.930 1625–0057 
177.202 1625–0057 

46 CFR Section where identi-
fied Current OMB Control Number 

177.315 1625–0057 
177.330 1625–0057 
177.335 1625–0057 
177.340 1625–0057 
178.210 1625–0057 
178.220 1625–0057 
178.230 1625–0057 
181.610 1625–0057 

182.460(e) 1625–0057 
182.610(f) 1625–0057 
183.220(d) 1625–0057 

183.320 (d) and (e) 1625–0057 
184.420 1625–0057 
184.506 1625–0057 
185.202 1625–0001 
185.206 1625–0001 
185.208 1625–0057 
185.220 1625–0057 
185.230 1625–0057 
185.280 1625–0057 

185.340(c) 1625–0057 
185.402 1625–0057 
185.420 1625–0057 
185.502 1625–0057 
185.503 1625–0057 
185.504 1625–0057 
185.506 1625–0057 
185.510 1625–0057 
185.514 1625–0057 
185.516 1625–0057 
185.518 1625–0057 
185.520 1625–0057 
185.524 1625–0057 
185.602 1625–0057 
185.604 1625–0057 
185.606 1625–0057 
185.608 1625–0057 
185.610 1625–0057 
185.612 1625–0057 
185.702 1625–0057 

185.704(c) 1625–0057 
185.728(c) 1625–0057 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 947, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended by USCG–2004–18884, 69 FR 58351, 
Sept. 30, 2004] 

PART 176—INSPECTION AND 
CERTIFICATION 

Subpart A—Certificate of Inspection 

Sec. 
176.100 When required. 
176.103 Description. 
176.105 How to obtain or renew. 
176.107 Period of validity for a Certificate of 

Inspection. 
176.110 Routes permitted. 
176.112 Total persons permitted. 
176.113 Passengers permitted. 
176.114 Alternative requirements for a ves-

sel operating as other than a small pas-
senger vessel. 

176.120 Certificate of Inspection amend-
ment. 
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Subpart B—Special Permits and 
Certificates 

176.202 Permit to proceed. 
176.204 Permit to carry excursion party. 

Subpart C—Posting of Certificates, Permits, 
and Stability Letters 

176.302 Certificates and permits. 
176.306 Stability letter. 
176.310 Certification Expiration Date Stick-

ers. 

Subpart D—Inspection for Certification 

176.400 General. 
176.402 Initial inspection for certification. 
176.404 Subsequent inspections for certifi-

cation. 

Subpart E—Reinspection 

176.500 When required. 
176.502 Certificate of Inspection: Conditions 

of validity. 

Subpart F—Hull and Tailshaft Examinations 

176.600 Drydock examination, internal 
structural examination, and underwater 
survey intervals. 

176.610 Scope of drydock and internal struc-
tural examinations. 

176.615 Underwater Survey in Lieu of 
Drydocking (UWILD). 

176.620 Description of the Alternative Hull 
Examination (AHE) Program for certain 
passenger vessels. 

176.625 Eligibility requirements for the Al-
ternative Hull Examination (AHE) Pro-
gram for certain passenger vessels. 

176.630 The Alternative Hull Examination 
(AHE) Program application. 

176.635 Preliminary examination require-
ments. 

176.640 Pre-survey meeting. 
176.645 AHE Procedure. 
176.650 Alternative Hull Examination Pro-

gram options: Divers or underwater ROV. 
176.655 Hull examination reports. 
176.660 Continued participation in the Al-

ternative Hull Examination (AHE) Pro-
gram. 

176.665 Notice and plans required. 
176.670 Tailshaft examinations. 
176.675 Extension of examination intervals. 

Subpart G—Repairs and Alterations 

176.700 Permission for repairs and alter-
ations. 

176.702 Installation tests and inspections. 
176.704 Breaking of safety valve seals. 
176.710 Inspection and testing prior to hot 

work. 

Subpart H—Material Inspections 

176.800 Inspection standards. 
176.801 Notice of inspection deficiencies and 

requirements. 
176.802 Hull. 
176.804 Machinery. 
176.806 Electrical. 
176.808 Lifesaving. 
176.810 Fire protection. 
176.812 Pressure vessels and boilers. 
176.814 Steering systems. 
176.816 Miscellaneous systems and equip-

ment. 
176.818 Sanitary inspection. 
176.830 Unsafe practices. 
176.840 Additional tests and inspections. 

Subpart I—International Convention for 
Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as Amend-
ed (SOLAS) 

176.900 Applicability. 
176.910 Passenger Ship Safety Certificate. 
176.920 Exemptions. 
176.925 Safety Management Certificate. 
176.930 Equivalents. 

AUTHORITY: 33 U.S.C. 1321(j); 46 U.S.C. 2103, 
3205, 3306, 3307; 49 U.S.C. App. 1804; E.O. 11735, 
38 FR 21243, 3 CFR, 1971–1975 Comp., p. 743; 
E.O. 12234, 45 FR 58801, 3 CFR, 1980 Comp., p. 
277; Department of Homeland Security Dele-
gation No. 0170.1. 

SOURCE: CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996, 
unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—Certificate of 
Inspection 

§ 176.100 When required. 
(a) A vessel to which this subchapter 

applies may not be operated without 
having on board a valid U.S. Coast 
Guard Certificate of Inspection. 

(b) Except as noted in § 176.114 of this 
part, each vessel inspected and certifi-
cated under the provisions of this sub-
chapter must, when any passengers are 
aboard during the tenure of the certifi-
cate, be in full compliance with the 
terms of the certificate. 

(c) If necessary to prevent delay of 
the vessel, a temporary Certificate of 
Inspection may be issued pending the 
issuance and delivery of the regular 
Certificate of Inspection. The tem-
porary certificate must be carried in 
the same manner as the regular certifi-
cate and is considered the same as the 
regular Certificate of Inspection that it 
represents. 
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(d) A vessel on a foreign voyage be-
tween a port in the United States and 
a port in a foreign country, whose Cer-
tificate of Inspection expires during 
the voyage, may lawfully complete the 
voyage without a valid Certificate of 
Inspection provided the voyage is com-
pleted within 30 days of expiration and 
the certificate did not expire within 15 
days of sailing on the foreign voyage 
from a U.S. port. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
20557, May 7, 1996] 

§ 176.103 Description. 
The Certificate of Inspection issued 

to a vessel describes the vessel, the 
route(s) that it may travel, the min-
imum manning requirements, the sur-
vival and rescue craft carried, the min-
imum fire extinguishing equipment 
and lifejackets required to be carried, 
the maximum number of passengers 
and total persons that may be carried, 
the number of passengers the vessel 
may carry in overnight accommoda-
tion spaces, the name of the owner and 
managing operator, any equivalencies 
accepted or authorized by the Com-
mandant or any Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection (OCMI) in accordance 
with §§ 175.540 or 175.550 of this chapter, 
and such other conditions of operations 
as may be determined by the cognizant 
OCMI. 

§ 176.105 How to obtain or renew. 
(a) A Certificate of Inspection is ob-

tained or renewed by making applica-
tion on Form CG 3752, ‘‘Application for 
Inspection of U.S. Vessel,’’ to the Coast 
Guard OCMI of the marine inspection 
zone in which the inspection is to be 
made. Form CG–3752 may be obtained 
at any U.S. Coast Guard Sector Office 
or Marine Inspection Office. 

(b) The application for initial inspec-
tion of a vessel being newly con-
structed or converted must be sub-
mitted prior to the start of the con-
struction or conversion. 

(c) The construction, arrangement, 
and equipment of each vessel must be 
acceptable to the cognizant OCMI as a 
prerequisite of the issuance of the ini-
tial Certificate of Inspection. Accept-
ance is based on the information, speci-
fications, drawings and calculations 
available to the OCMI, and on the suc-

cessful completion of an initial inspec-
tion for certification. 

(d) A Certificate of Inspection is re-
newed by the issuance of a new Certifi-
cation of Inspection. 

(e) The condition of the vessel and its 
equipment must be acceptable to the 
cognizant OCMI as a prerequisite to 
the Certificate of Inspection renewal. 
Acceptance is based on the condition of 
the vessel as found at the periodic in-
spection for certification. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
20557, May 7, 1996, as amended by USCG–2006– 
25556, 72 FR 36331, July 2, 2007] 

§ 176.107 Period of validity for a Cer-
tificate of Inspection. 

(a) A Certificate of Inspection is 
valid for 1 year for vessels carrying 
more than 12 passengers on inter-
national voyages. 

(b) A Certificate of Inspection is 
valid for 5 years for all other vessels. 

(c) A Certificate of Inspection may be 
suspended and withdrawn or revoked 
by the cognizant OCMI at any time for 
noncompliance with the requirements 
of this subchapter. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6508, Feb. 9, 2000] 

§ 176.110 Routes permitted. 
(a) The area of operation for each 

vessel and any necessary operational 
limits are determined by the cognizant 
OCMI, and recorded on the vessel’s Cer-
tificate of Inspection. Each area of op-
eration, referred to as a route, is de-
scribed on the Certificate of Inspection 
under the major headings ‘‘Oceans,’’ 
‘‘Coastwise,’’ ‘‘Limited Coastwise,’’ 
‘‘Great Lakes,’’ ‘‘Lakes, Bays, and 
Sounds,’’ or ‘‘Rivers,’’ as applicable. 
Further limitations imposed or exten-
sions granted are described by ref-
erence to bodies of waters, geo-
graphical points, distance from geo-
graphical points, distances from land, 
depths of channel, seasonal limita-
tions, and similar factors. 

(b) Operation of a vessel on a route of 
lesser severity than those specifically 
described or designated on the Certifi-
cate of Inspection is permitted unless 
expressly prohibited on the Certificate 
of Inspection. The general order of se-
verity of routes is: oceans, coastwise, 
limited coastwise, Great Lakes, lakes, 
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bays, and sounds, and rivers. The cog-
nizant OCMI may prohibit a vessel 
from operating on a route of lesser se-
verity than the primary route a vessel 
is authorized to operate on if local con-
ditions necessitate such a restriction. 

(c) Non-self-propelled vessels are pro-
hibited from operating on an oceans, 
coastwise, limited coastwise, or Great 
Lakes route unless the Commandant 
approves such a route. 

(d) When designating a permitted 
route or imposing any operational lim-
its on a vessel, the OCMI may consider: 

(1) Requirements of this subchapter 
for which compliance is based on the 
route of the vessel; 

(2) The performance capabilities of 
the vessel based on design, scantlings, 
stability, subdivision, propulsion, 
speed, operating modes, maneuver-
ability, and other characteristics; and 

(3) The suitability of the vessel for 
nighttime operations and use in all 
weather conditions. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
20557, May 7, 1996] 

§ 176.112 Total persons permitted. 
The cognizant OCMI determines the 

total number of persons permitted to 
be carried on a vessel. In determining 
the total number of persons permitted 
to be carried, the OCMI may consider 
stability restrictions and subdivision 
requirements of the vessel, the vessel’s 
route, general arrangement, means of 
escape, lifesaving equipment, the min-
imum manning requirements, and the 
maximum number of passengers per-
mitted in accordance with § 176.113. 

§ 176.113 Passengers permitted. 
(a) The maximum number of pas-

sengers permitted must be not more 
than that allowed by the requirements 
of this section, except as authorized by 
the OCMI under paragraph (d) of this 
section. 

(b) The maximum number of pas-
sengers permitted on any vessel may be 
the greatest number permitted by the 
length of rail criterion, deck area cri-
terion, or fixed seating criterion de-
scribed in this paragraph or a combina-
tion of these criteria as allowed by 
paragraph (c) of this section. 

(1) Length of rail criterion. One pas-
senger may be permitted for each 760 

millimeters (30 inches) of rail space 
available to the passengers at the pe-
riphery of each deck. The following rail 
space may not be used in determining 
the maximum number of passengers 
permitted: 

(i) Rail space in congested areas un-
safe for passengers, such as near an-
chor handling equipment or line han-
dling gear, in the way of sail booms, 
running rigging, or paddle wheels, or 
along pulpits; 

(ii) Rail space on stairways; and 
(iii) Rail space where persons stand-

ing in the space would block the vision 
of the individual operating the vessel. 

(2) Deck area criterion. One passenger 
may be permitted for each 0.9 square 
meters (10 square feet) of deck area 
available for the passengers’ use. In 
computing such deck area, the areas 
occupied by the following must be ex-
cluded; 

(i) Areas for which the number of per-
sons permitted is determined using the 
fixed seating criteria; 

(ii) Obstructions, including stairway 
and elevator enclosures, elevated 
stages, bars, and cashier stands, but 
not including slot machines, tables, or 
other room furnishings; 

(iii) Toilets and washrooms; 
(iv) Spaces occupied by and necessary 

for handling lifesaving equipment, an-
chor handling equipment or line han-
dling gear, or in the way of sail booms 
or running rigging; 

(v) Spaces below deck that are un-
suitable for passengers or that would 
not normally be used by passengers; 

(vi) Interior passageways less than 
840 millimeters (34 inches) wide and 
passageways on open deck, less than 
710 millimeters (28 inches) wide; 

(vii) Bow pulpits, swimming plat-
forms and areas that do not have a 
solid deck, such as netting on multi- 
hull vessels; 

(viii) Deck areas in way of paddle 
wheels; and 

(ix) Aisle area provided in accordance 
with § 177.820(d) in this subchapter. 

(3) Fixed seating criterion. One pas-
senger may be permitted for each 455 
millimeter (18 inches) of width of fixed 
seating provided by § 177.820 of this sub-
chapter. Each sleeping berth in over-
night accommodation spaces shall be 
counted as only one seat. 
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(c) Different passenger capacity cri-
teria may be used on each deck of a 
vessel and added together to determine 
the total passenger capacity of that 
vessel. Where seats are provided on 
part of a deck and not on another, the 
number of passengers permitted on a 
vessel may be the sum of the number 
permitted by the seating criterion for 
the space having seats and the number 
permitted by the deck area criterion 
for the space having no seats. The 
length of rail criterion may not be 
combined with either the deck area cri-
terion or the fixed seating criterion 
when determining the maximum num-
ber of passengers permitted on an indi-
vidual deck. 

(d) For a vessel operating on short 
runs on protected waters such as a 
ferry, the cognizant OCMI may give 
special consideration to increases in 
passenger allowances. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended by USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11266, 
Mar. 16, 2009] 

§ 176.114 Alternative requirements for 
a vessel operating as other than a 
small passenger vessel. 

(a) When authorized by the cognizant 
OCMI by an endorsement of the vessel’s 
Certificate of Inspection, a small pas-
senger vessel carrying six or less pas-
sengers, or operating as a commercial 
fishing vessel or other uninspected ves-
sel, or carrying less than twelve pas-
sengers and operating as a recreational 
vessel, need not meet requirements of: 

(1) Subparts C, D, and E, of part 180 of 
this chapter if the vessel is in satisfac-
tory compliance with the lifesaving 
equipment regulations for an 
uninspected vessel or recreational ves-
sel in a similar service; 

(2) Subpart C of part 177, and parts 
178 and 179 of this chapter if the vessel 
is in satisfactory compliance with ap-
plicable regulations for an uninspected 
vessel or recreational vessel in a simi-
lar service or if the owner of the vessel 
otherwise establishes to the satisfac-
tion of the cognizant OCMI that the 
vessel is seaworthy for the intended 
service; and 

(3) Sections 184.404 and 184.410 of this 
chapter providing the vessel is in satis-
factory compliance with applicable 

regulations for an uninspected or rec-
reational vessel in a similar service. 

(b) A vessel operating under the al-
ternative regulations of paragraph (a) 
of this section must: 

(1) Not alter the arrangement of the 
vessel nor remove any equipment re-
quired by the certificate for the in-
tended operation, without the consent 
of the cognizant OCMI; 

(2) Comply with the minimum man-
ning specified on the Certificate of In-
spection, which may include reduced 
manning depending on the number of 
passengers and operation of the vessel; 

(3) When carrying from one to six 
passengers, except for a vessel being 
operated as a recreational vessel, make 
the announcement required by 
§ 185.506(a) of this chapter before get-
ting underway; and 

(4) If a vessel of more than 15 gross 
tons, not carry freight for hire. 

(c) The endorsement issued under 
paragraph (a) of this section must indi-
cate the route, maximum number of 
passengers, and the manning required 
to operate under the provisions of this 
section. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended by CGD 97–057, 62 FR 51049, Sept. 30, 
1997] 

§ 176.120 Certificate of Inspection 
amendment. 

(a) An amended Certificate of Inspec-
tion may be issued at any time by any 
OCMI. The amended Certificate of In-
spection replaces the original, but the 
expiration date remains the same as 
that of the original. An amended Cer-
tificate of Inspection may be issued to 
authorize and record a change in the 
dimensions, gross tonnage, owner, 
managing operator, manning, persons 
permitted, route permitted, conditions 
of operations, or equipment of a vessel, 
from that specified in the current Cer-
tificate of Inspection. 

(b) A request for an amended Certifi-
cate of Inspection must be made to the 
cognizant OCMI by the owner or man-
aging operator of the vessel at any 
time there is a change in the character 
of a vessel or in its route, equipment, 
ownership, operation, or similar fac-
tors specified in its current Certificate 
of Inspection. 
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(c) The OCMI may require an inspec-
tion prior to the issuance of an amend-
ed Certificate of Inspection. 

Subpart B—Special Permits and 
Certificates 

§ 176.202 Permit to proceed. 
(a) When a vessel is not in compli-

ance with its Certificate of Inspection 
or fails to comply with a regulation of 
this subchapter, the cognizant OCMI 
may permit the vessel to proceed to an-
other port for repair, if in the judg-
ment of the OCMI, the trip can be com-
pleted safely, even if the Certificate of 
Inspection of the vessel has expired or 
is about to expire. 

(b) Form CG–948, ‘‘Permit to Proceed 
to another Port for Repairs,’’ may be 
issued by the cognizant OCMI to the 
owner, managing operator, or the mas-
ter of the vessel stating the conditions 
under which the vessel may proceed to 
another port. The permit may be issued 
only upon the written application of 
the owner, managing operator, or mas-
ter, and after the vessel’s Certificate of 
Inspection is turned over tot he OCMI. 

(c) A vessel may not carry passengers 
when operating in accordance with a 
permit to proceed, unless the cognizant 
OCMI determines that it is safe to do 
so. 

§ 176.204 Permit to carry excursion 
party. 

(a) The cognizant OCMI may permit a 
vessel to engage in a temporary excur-
sion operation with a greater number 
of persons or on a more extended route, 
or both, than permitted by its Certifi-
cate of Inspection when, in the opinion 
of the OCMI, the operation can be un-
dertaken safely. 

(b) Upon the written application of 
the owner or managing operator of the 
vessel, the cognizant OCMI may issue a 
Form CG–949, ‘‘Permit To Carry Excur-
sion Party,’’ to indicate his or her per-
mission to carry an excursion party. 
The OCMI will indicate on the permit 
the conditions under which it is issued, 
the number of persons the vessel may 
carry, the crew required, any addi-
tional lifesaving or safety equipment 
required, the route for which the per-
mit is granted, and the dates on which 
the permit is valid. 

(c) The number of passengers nor-
mally permitted on an excursion vessel 
shall be governed by § 176.113. 

(d) The OCMI will not normally 
waive the applicable minimum safety 
standards when issuing an excursion 
permit. In particular, a vessel that is 
being issued an excursion permit will 
normally be required to meet the min-
imum stability, survival craft, life 
jacket, fire safety, and manning stand-
ards applicable to a vessel in the serv-
ice for which the excursion permit is 
requested. 

(e) The permit acts as a temporary, 
limited duration supplement to the 
vessel’s Certificate of Inspection and 
must be carried with the Certificate of 
Inspection. A vessel operating under a 
permit to carry an excursion party 
must be in full compliance with the 
terms of its Certificate of Inspection as 
supplemented by the permit. 

(f) The OCMI may require an inspec-
tion prior to the issuance of a permit 
to carry an excursion party. 

Subpart C—Posting of Certificates, 
Permits, and Stability Letters 

§ 176.302 Certificates and permits. 
The Certificate of Inspection and any 

SOLAS Certificates must be posted 
under glass or other suitable trans-
parent material, such that all pages 
are visible, in a conspicuous place on 
the vessel where observation by pas-
sengers is likely. If posting is impracti-
cable, such as in an open boat, the cer-
tificates must be kept on board in a 
weathertight container readily avail-
able for use by the crew and display to 
passengers and others on request. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended by CGD 97–057, 62 FR 51049, Sept. 30, 
1997] 

§ 176.306 Stability letter. 
When, in accordance with § 178.210 of 

this chapter, a vessel must be provided 
with a stability letter, the stability 
letter must be posted under glass or 
other suitable transparent material, 
such that all pages are visible, at the 
operating station of the vessel. If post-
ing is impracticable, the stability let-
ter must be kept on board in a weath-
ertight container readily available for 
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use by the crew and display to pas-
sengers and others on request. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended by CGD 97–057, 62 FR 51049, Sept. 30, 
1997] 

§ 176.310 Certification Expiration Date 
Stickers. 

(a) A Certification Expiration Date 
Sticker indicates the date upon which 
the vessel’s Certificate of Inspection 
expires and is provided by the cog-
nizant OCMI in the number required, 
upon issuance or renewal of the Certifi-
cate of Inspection. 

(b) A vessel that is issued a Certifi-
cate of Inspection under the provisions 
of this subchapter must be not be oper-
ated without a valid Certification Ex-
piration Date Sticker affixed to the 
vessel on a place that is: 

(1) A glass or other smooth surface 
from which the sticker may be re-
moved without damage to the vessel; 

(2) Readily visible to each passenger 
prior to boarding the vessel and to pa-
trolling Coast Guard law enforcement 
personnel; and 

(3) Acceptable to the Coast Guard 
marine inspector. 

(c) The Coast Guard marine inspector 
may require the placement of more 
than one sticker in order to insure 
compliance with paragraph (b)(2) of 
this section. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
20557, May 7, 1996] 

Subpart D—Inspection for 
Certification 

§ 176.400 General. 

(a) An inspection is required before 
the issuance of a Certificate of Inspec-
tion. Such an inspection for certifi-
cation is not made until after receipt 
of the application for inspection re-
quired by § 176.105. 

(b) Upon receipt of a written applica-
tion for inspection, the cognizant OCMI 
assigns a marine inspector to inspect 
the vessel for compliance with this sub-
chapter at a time and place mutually 
agreed upon by the OCMI and the 
owner, managing operator, or rep-
resentative thereof. 

(c) The owner, managing operator, or 
a representative thereof shall be 
present during the inspection. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
20557, May 7, 1996, as amended at 62 FR 51356, 
Sept. 30, 1997] 

§ 176.402 Initial inspection for certifi-
cation. 

(a) Before construction or conversion 
of a vessel intended for small passenger 
vessel service, the owner of the vessel 
shall submit plans, manuals, and cal-
culations indicating the proposed ar-
rangement, construction, and oper-
ations of the vessel, to the cognizant 
OCMI for approval, except when sub-
mitted to the Marine Safety Center 
(MSC) as allowed by part 177 of this 
subchapter. The plan, manuals, and 
calculations required to be submitted 
and the disposition of these plans are 
set forth in part 177, Subpart B of this 
chapter. 

(b) The initial inspection is con-
ducted to determine that the vessel 
and its equipment comply with appli-
cable regulations and that the vessel 
was built or converted in accordance 
with approved plans, manuals, and cal-
culations. Additionally, during the in-
spection, the materials, workmanship, 
and condition of all parts of the vessel 
and its machinery and equipment may 
be checked to determine if the vessel is 
satisfactory in all respects for the serv-
ice intended. 

(c) The owner or managing operator 
of a vessel shall ensure that the vessel 
complies with the laws and regulations 
applicable to the vessel and that the 
vessel is otherwise satisfactory for the 
intended service. The initial inspection 
may include an inspection of the fol-
lowing items: 

(1) The arrangement, installation, 
materials, and scantlings of the struc-
ture including the hull and super-
structure, yards, masts, spars, rigging, 
sails, piping, main and auxiliary ma-
chinery, pressure vessels, steering ap-
paratus, electrical installation, fire re-
sistant construction materials, life 
saving appliances, fire detecting and 
extinguishing equipment, pollution 
prevention equipment, and all other 
equipment; 

(2) Sanitary conditions and fire haz-
ards; and 
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(3) Certificates and operating manu-
als, including certificates issued by the 
FCC. 

(d) During an initial inspection for 
certification the owner or managing 
operator shall conduct all tests and 
make the vessel available for all appli-
cable inspections discussed in this 
paragraph, and in Subpart H of this 
part, to the satisfaction of the cog-
nizant OCMI, including the following: 

(1) The installation of each rescue 
boat, liferaft, inflatable buoyant appa-
ratus, and launching appliance as list-
ed on its Certificate of Approval (Form 
CGHQ–10030). 

(2) The operation of each rescue boat 
and survival craft launching appliance 
required by part 180 of this chapter. 

(3) Machinery, fuel tanks, and pres-
sure vessels as required by part 182 of 
this chapter. 

(4) A stability test or a simplified 
stability test when required by § 170.175 
of this chapter or § 178.320 of this chap-
ter. 

(5) Watertight bulkheads as required 
by part 179 of this chapter. 

(6) Firefighting systems as required 
by part 181 of this chapter. 

(7) The operation of all smoke and 
fire detecting systems, and fire alarms 
and sensors. 

§ 176.404 Subsequent inspections for 
certification. 

(a) An inspection for renewal of a 
Certificate of Inspection is conducted 
to determine if the vessel is in satisfac-
tory condition, fit for the service in-
tended, and complies with all applica-
ble regulations. It normally includes 
inspection and testing of the structure, 
machinery, equipment, and on a sailing 
vessel, rigging and sails. The owner or 
operator must conduct all tests as re-
quired by the OCMI, and make the ves-
sel available for all specific inspections 
and drills required by subpart H of this 
part. In addition, the OCMI may re-
quire the vessel to get underway. 

(b) You must submit your written ap-
plication for renewal of a Certificate of 
Inspection to the OCMI at least 30 days 
prior to the expiration date of the Cer-

tificate of Inspection, as required in 
§ 176.105 of this part. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
20557, May 7, 1996; USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6508, 
Feb. 9, 2000; USCG–2003–14749, 68 FR 39315, 
July 1, 2003] 

Subpart E—Reinspection 

§ 176.500 When required. 

(a) Vessels carrying more than 12 
passengers on international voyages 
must undergo an inspection for certifi-
cation each year as specified in 
§ 176.404. 

(b) All other vessels must undergo an 
inspection for certification as specified 
in § 176.404 and annual inspection as 
specified in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion. 

(1) Annual inspection. Your vessel 
must undergo an annual inspection 
within the 3 months before or after 
each anniversary date. 

(i) You must contact the cognizant 
OCMI to schedule an inspection at a 
time and place which he or she ap-
proves. No written application is re-
quired. 

(ii) The scope of the annual inspec-
tion is the same as the inspection for 
certification but in less detail unless 
the cognizant marine inspector finds 
deficiencies or determines that a major 
change has occurred since the last in-
spection. If deficiencies are found or a 
major change to the vessel has oc-
curred, the marine inspector will con-
duct an inspection more detailed in 
scope to ensure that the vessel is in 
satisfactory condition and fit for the 
service for which it is intended. If your 
vessel passes the annual inspection, the 
marine inspector will endorse your cur-
rent Certificate of Inspection. 

(iii) If the annual inspection reveals 
deficiencies in your vessel’s mainte-
nance, you must make any or all re-
pairs or improvements within the time 
period specified by the OCMI. 

(iv) Nothing in this subpart limits 
the marine inspector from conducting 
such tests or inspections he or she 
deems necessary to be assured of the 
vessel’s seaworthiness. 

(2) [Reserved] 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6508, Feb. 9, 2000] 
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§ 176.502 Certificate of Inspection: 
Conditions of validity. 

To maintain a valid Certificate of In-
spection, you must complete your an-
nual inspection within the periods 
specified in § 176.500(b)(1) and your Cer-
tificate of Inspection must be endorsed. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6508, Feb. 9, 2000] 

Subpart F—Hull and Tailshaft 
Examinations 

§ 176.600 Drydock and internal struc-
tural examination intervals. 

(a) The owner or managing operator 
shall make a vessel available for dry-
dock examinations, internal structural 
examinations, and underwater surveys 
(UWILD) required by this section. 

(b) If your vessel is operated on inter-
national voyages subject to SOLAS re-
quirements, it must undergo a drydock 
examination once every 12 months un-
less it has been approved to undergo an 
underwater survey (UWILD) per 
§ 176.615 of this part. If the vessel be-
comes due for a drydock examination 
or an internal structural examination 
during the voyage, it may lawfully 
complete the voyage prior to the exam-
ination if it undergoes the required ex-
amination upon completion of the voy-
age to the United States but not later 
than 30 days after the examination was 
due. If the vessel is due for an examina-
tion within 15 days of sailing on an 
international voyage from the United 
States port, it must undergo the re-
quired examination before sailing. 

(c) If your vessel is not operated on 
international voyages and does not 
meet the conditions in paragraph (d) of 
this section, it must undergo a drydock 
and internal structural examination as 
follows unless it has been approved to 
undergo an underwater survey 
(UWILD) per § 176.615 of this part: 

(1) A vessel that is exposed to salt 
water more than three months in any 
12 month period since the last exam-
ination must undergo a drydock exam-
ination and an internal structural at 
least once every two years; and 

(2) A vessel that is exposed to salt 
water not more than three months in 
any 12 month period since the last ex-
amination must undergo a drydock ex-
amination and an internal structural 

examination at least once every five 
years. 

(d) Whenever damage or deteriora-
tion to hull plating or structural mem-
bers that may affect the seaworthiness 
of a vessel is discovered or suspected, 
the cognizant OCMI may conduct an 
internal structural examination in any 
affected space including fuel tanks, and 
may require the vessel to be drydocked 
or taken out of service to assess the ex-
tent of the damage, and to effect per-
manent repairs. The OCMI may also de-
crease the drydock examination inter-
vals to monitor the vessel’s structural 
condition. 

(e) For a vessel that is eligible per 
§ 115.625, and if the owner opts for an al-
ternate hull examination with the un-
derwater survey portion conducted ex-
clusively by divers, the vessel must un-
dergo two alternate hull exams and 
two internal structural exams within 
any five-year period. If a vessel com-
pletes a satisfactory alternate hull 
exam, with the underwater survey por-
tion conducted predominantly by an 
approved underwater remotely oper-
ated vehicle (ROV), the vessel must un-
dergo one alternate hull and one inter-
nal structural exam, within any five- 
year period. The vessel may undergo a 
drydock exam to satisfy any of the re-
quired alternate hull exams. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended at 62 FR 51356, Sept. 30, 1997; USCG– 
2000–6858, 67 FR 21084, Apr. 29, 2002] 

§ 176.610 Scope of drydock and inter-
nal structural examinations. 

(a) A drydock examination conducted 
in compliance with § 176.600 must be 
conducted while the vessel is hauled 
out of the water or placed in a drydock 
or slipway. During the examination all 
accessible parts of the vessel’s under-
water body and all through hull fit-
tings, including the hull plating and 
planking, appendages, propellers, 
shafts, bearings, rudders, sea chests, 
sea valves, and sea strainers shall be 
made available for examination. Sea 
chests, sea valves, and sea strainers 
must be opened for examination. On 
wooden vessels, fastenings may be re-
quired to be pulled for examination. 

(b) An internal structural examina-
tion conducted in compliance with 
§ 176.600 may be conducted while the 
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vessel is afloat or out of the water and 
consists of a complete examination of 
the vessel’s main strength members, 
including the major internal framing, 
the hull plating and planking, voids, 
and ballast, cargo, and fuel oil tanks. 
Where the internal framing, plating, or 
planking of the vessel is concealed, sec-
tions of the lining, ceiling or insulation 
may be removed or the parts otherwise 
probed or exposed so that the inspector 
may be satisfied as to the condition of 
the hull structure. Fuel oil tanks need 
not be cleaned out and internally ex-
amined if the marine inspector is able 
to determine by external examination 
that the general condition of the tanks 
is satisfactory. 

§ 176.615 Underwater Survey in Lieu 
of Drydocking (UWILD). 

(a) The Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection (OCMI), may approve an un-
derwater survey instead of a drydock 
examination at alternating intervals if 
your vessel is— 

(1) Less than 15 years of age; 
(2) A steel or aluminum hulled vessel; 
(3) Fitted with an effective hull pro-

tection system; and 
(4) Described in § 176.600(b) or (c) of 

this part. 
(b) For vessels less than 15 years of 

age, you must submit an application 
for an underwater survey to the OCMI 
at least 90 days before your vessel’s 
next required drydock examination. 
The application must include— 

(1) The procedure for carrying out 
the underwater survey; 

(2) The time and place of the under-
water survey; 

(3) The method used to accurately de-
termine the diver’s or remotely oper-
ated vehicle’s (ROV) location relative 
to the hull; 

(4) The means for examining all 
through-hull fittings and appur-
tenances; 

(5) The condition of the vessel, in-
cluding the anticipated draft of the 
vessel at the time of survey; 

(6) A description of the hull protec-
tion system; and 

(7) The name and qualifications of 
any third party examiner. 

(c) If your vessel is 15 years old or 
older, the cognizant District Com-
mander, may approve an underwater 

survey instead of a drydock examina-
tion at alternating intervals (UWILD). 
You must submit an application for an 
underwater survey to the OCMI at 
least 90 days before your vessel’s next 
required drydock examination. You 
may be allowed this option if— 

(1) The vessel is qualified under para-
graphs (a)(2) through (4) of this section; 

(2) Your application includes the in-
formation in paragraphs (b)(1) through 
(b)(7) of this section; and 

(3) During the vessel’s drydock exam-
ination, preceding the underwater sur-
vey, a complete set of hull gaugings 
was taken and they indicated that the 
vessel was free from appreciable hull 
deterioration. 

(d) After the drydock examination re-
quired by paragraph (c)(3) of this sec-
tion, the OCMI submits a recommenda-
tion for future underwater surveys, the 
results of the hull gauging, and the re-
sults of the Coast Guards’ drydock ex-
amination results to the cognizant Dis-
trict Commander for review. 

[USCG–2000–6858, 67 FR 21084, Apr. 29, 2002] 

§ 176.620 Description of the Alter-
native Hull Examination (AHE) Pro-
gram for certain passenger vessels. 

The Alternative Hull Examination 
(AHE) Program provides you with an 
alternative to a drydock examination 
by allowing your vessel’s hull to be ex-
amined while it remains afloat. If com-
pleted using only divers, this program 
has four steps: the application process, 
the preliminary examination, the pre- 
survey meeting, and the hull examina-
tion. If the vessel is already partici-
pating in the program, or if a remotely 
operated vehicle (ROV) is used during 
the program, the preliminary exam 
step may be omitted. Once you com-
plete these steps, the Officer in Charge, 
Marine Inspection (OCMI), will evalu-
ate the results and accept the examina-
tion as a credit hull exam if the vessel 
is in satisfactory condition. If only div-
ers are used for the underwater survey 
portion of the examination process, 
you may receive credit for a period of 
time such that subsequent AHEs would 
be conducted at intervals of twice in 
every five years, with no more than 
three years between any two AHEs. 
The OCMI may waive an underwater 
survey in accordance with § 176.655(d) 
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provided that the interval does not ex-
ceed five years between any two under-
water surveys. If an underwater ROV is 
used as the predominate method to ex-
amine the vessel’s underwater hull 
plating, you may receive credit up to 
five years. At the end of this period, 
you may apply for further participa-
tion under the AHE Program. 

NOTE TO § 176.620: The expected hull cov-
erage when using an ROV must be at least 80 
percent. 

[USCG–2000–6858, 69 FR 47384, Aug. 5, 2004] 

§ 176.625 Eligibility requirements for 
the Alternative Hull Examination 
(AHE) Program for certain pas-
senger vessels. 

(a) Your vessel may be eligible for 
the AHE Program if— 

(1) It is constructed of steel or alu-
minum; 

(2) It has an effective hull protection 
system; 

(3) It has operated exclusively in 
fresh water since its last drydock ex-
amination; 

(4) It operates in rivers or protected 
lakes; and 

(5) It operates exclusively in shallow 
water or within 0.5 nautical miles from 
shore. 

(b) In addition to the requirements in 
paragraph (a), the Officer in Charge, 
Marine Inspection (OCMI) will evaluate 
the following information when deter-
mining your vessel’s eligibility for the 
AHE Program: 

(1) The overall condition of the ves-
sel, based on its inspection history. 

(2) The vessel’s history of hull casual-
ties and hull-related deficiencies. 

(3) The AHE Program application, as 
described in § 176.630 of this part. 

(c) When reviewing a vessel’s eligi-
bility for the AHE program, the OCMI 
may modify the standards given by 
paragraph (a)(5) of this section where it 
is considered safe and reasonable to do 
so. In making this determination, the 
OCMI will consider the vessel’s overall 
condition, its history of safe operation, 
and any other factors that serve to 
mitigate overall safety risks. 

[USCG–2000–6858, 67 FR 21085, Apr. 29, 2002] 

§ 176.630 The Alternative Hull Exam-
ination (AHE) Program application. 

If your vessel meets the eligibility 
criteria in § 176.625 of this part, you 
may apply to the AHE Program. You 
must submit an application at least 90 
days before the requested hull exam-
ination date to the Officer in Charge, 
Marine Inspection (OCMI) who will 
oversee the survey. The application 
must include— 

(a) The proposed time and place for 
conducting the hull examination; 

(b) The name of the participating 
diving contractor and underwater re-
motely operated vehicle (ROV) com-
pany accepted by the OCMI under 
§ 176.650 of this part; 

(c) The name and qualifications of 
the third party examiner. This person 
must be familiar with the inspection 
procedures and his or her responsibil-
ities under this program. The OCMI has 
the discretionary authority to accept 
or deny use of a particular third party 
examiner; 

(d) A signed statement from your 
vessel’s master, chief engineer, or the 
person in charge stating the vessel 
meets the eligibility criteria of § 176.625 
of this part and a description of the 
vessel’s overall condition, level of 
maintenance, known or suspected dam-
age, underwater body cleanliness (if 
known), and the anticipated draft of 
the vessel at the time of the examina-
tion; 

(e) Plans or drawings that illustrate 
the external details of the hull below 
the sheer strake; 

(f) A detailed plan for conducting the 
hull examination in accordance with 
§§ 176.645 and 176.650 of this part, which 
must address all safety concerns re-
lated to the removal of sea valves dur-
ing the inspection; and 

(g) A preventative maintenance plan 
for your vessel’s hull, its related sys-
tems and equipment. 

[USCG–2000–6858, 67 FR 21085, Apr. 29, 2002, as 
amended at 69 FR 47384, Aug. 5, 2004] 

§ 176.635 Preliminary examination re-
quirements. 

(a) If you exclusively use divers to 
examine the underwater hull plating, 
you must arrange to have a prelimi-
nary examination conducted by a third 
party examiner, with the assistance of 
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qualified divers. The purpose of the 
preliminary examination is to assess 
the overall condition of the vessel’s 
hull and identify any specific concerns 
to be addressed during the underwater 
hull examination. 

(b) The preliminary examination is 
required only upon the vessel’s entry 
or reentry into the AHE program. 

(c) If you use an underwater remotely 
operated vehicle (ROV) as the predomi-
nate means to examine your vessel’s 
hull plating, a preliminary examina-
tion and the participation of a third 
party examiner will not be necessary. 

[USCG–2000–6858, 67 FR 21085, Apr. 29, 2002] 

§ 176.640 Pre-survey meeting. 

(a) In advance of each AHE, you must 
conduct a pre-survey meeting to dis-
cuss the details of the AHE procedure 
with the Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection (OCMI). If you exclusively use 
divers to examine the underwater hull 
plating, the third party examiner must 
attend the meeting and you must 
present the results of the preliminary 
examination. If you use an underwater 
remotely operated vehicle (ROV) as the 
predominate means to examine the 
vessel’s hull plating, then the pre-sur-
vey meeting must be attended by a rep-
resentative of the ROV operating com-
pany who is qualified to discuss the 
ROV’s capabilities and limitations re-
lated to your vessel’s hull design and 
configuration. 

(b) A vessel owner, operator, or des-
ignated agent must request this meet-
ing in writing at least 30 days in ad-
vance of the examination date. 

(c) The pre-survey meeting may be 
conducted by teleconference, if agreed 
to in advance by the OCMI. 

[USCG–2000–6858, 67 FR 21086, Apr. 29, 2002, as 
amended at 69 FR 47384, Aug. 5, 2004] 

§ 176.645 AHE Procedure. 

(a) To complete the underwater sur-
vey you must— 

(1) Perform a general examination of 
the underwater hull plating and a de-
tailed examination of all hull welds, 
propellers, tailshafts, rudders, and 
other hull appurtenances; 

(2) Examine all sea chests; 

(3) Remove and inspect all sea valves 
in the presence of a marine inspector 
once every five years; 

(4) Remove all passengers from the 
vessel when the sea valves are being ex-
amined, if required by the Officer in 
Charge, Marine Inspection (OCMI); 

(5) Allow access to all internal areas 
of the hull for examination, except in-
ternal tanks that carry fuel (unless 
damage or deterioration is discovered 
or suspect), sewage, or potable water. 
Internal sewage and potable water 
tanks may be examined visually or by 
non-destructive testing to the satisfac-
tion of the attending marine inspector; 
and 

(6) Meet the requirements in § 176.650 
of this part. 

(b) A marine inspector may examine 
any other areas deemed necessary by 
the OCMI. 

(c) If the AHE reveals significant de-
terioration or damage to the vessel’s 
hull plating or structural members, the 
OCMI must be immediately notified. 
The OCMI may require the vessel be 
drydocked or otherwise taken out of 
service to further assess the extent of 
damage or to effect permanent repairs 
if the assessment or repairs cannot be 
completed to the satisfaction of the 
OCMI while the vessel is waterborne. 

[USCG–2000–6858, 67 FR 21086, Apr. 29, 2002, as 
amended at 69 FR 47384, Aug. 5, 2004] 

§ 176.650 Alternative Hull Examination 
Program options: Divers or under-
water ROV. 

To complete the underwater survey 
portion of the AHE, you may use divers 
or an underwater remotely operated 
vehicle (ROV). 

(a) If you use divers to conduct the 
underwater survey, you must— 

(1) Locate the vessel so the divers can 
work safely under the vessel’s keel and 
around both sides. The water velocity 
must be safe for dive operations; 

(2) Provide permanent hull markings, 
a temporary grid system of wires or ca-
bles spaced not more than 10 feet apart 
and tagged at one-foot intervals, or 
any other acoustic or electronic posi-
tioning system approved by the OCMI 
to identify the diver’s location with re-
spect to the hull, within one foot of ac-
curacy; 
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(3) Take ultrasonic thickness 
gaugings at a minimum of 5 points on 
each plate, evenly spaced; 

(4) Take hull plating thickness 
gaugings along transverse belts at the 
bow, stern, and midships, as a min-
imum. Plating thickness gaugings 
must also be taken along a longitu-
dinal belt at the wind and water 
strake. Individual gaugings along the 
transverse and longitudinal belts must 
be spaced no more than 3 feet apart; 

(5) Ensure the third party examiner 
observes the entire underwater exam-
ination process; 

(6) Record the entire underwater sur-
vey with audio and video recording 
equipment and ensure that commu-
nications between divers and the third 
party examiner are recorded; and 

(7) Use appropriate equipment, such 
as a clear box, if underwater visibility 
is poor, to provide the camera with a 
clear view of the hull. 

(b) You may use an underwater ROV 
to conduct the underwater survey. The 
underwater ROV operating team, sur-
vey process and equipment, quality as-
surance methods, and the content and 
format of the survey report must be ac-
cepted by the Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspection (OCMI) prior to the survey. 
If you choose this option, you must— 

(1) Locate the vessel to ensure that 
the underwater ROV can operate effec-
tively under the vessel’s keel and 
around both sides; and 

(2) Employ divers to examine any 
sections of the hull and appurtenances 
that the underwater ROV cannot ac-
cess or is otherwise unable to evaluate. 

(3) If the OCMI determines that the 
data obtained by the ROV, including 
non-destructive testing results, read-
ability of the results, and positioning 
standards, will not integrate into the 
data obtained by the divers, then a 
third party examiner must be present 
during the divers portion of the exam-
ination. 

[USCG–2000–6858, 67 FR 21086, Apr. 29, 2002, as 
amended at 69 FR 47384, Aug. 5, 2004] 

§ 176.655 Hull examination reports. 
(a) If you use only divers for the un-

derwater survey portion of the Alter-
native Hull Examination (AHE), you 
must provide the Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection (OCMI), with a written 

hull examination report. This report 
must include thickness gauging re-
sults, bearing clearances, a copy of the 
audio and video recordings, and any 
other information that will help the 
OCMI evaluate your vessel for a credit 
hull exam. The third party examiner 
must sign the report and confirm the 
validity of its contents. 

(b) If you use an underwater re-
motely operated vehicle (ROV) as the 
predominate means to examine the 
vessel’s underwater hull plating, you 
must provide the OCMI with a report in 
a format that is acceptable to the 
OCMI, per § 176.650(b) of this part. 

(c) The OCMI will evaluate the hull 
examination report and grant a credit 
hull exam if satisfied with the condi-
tion of the vessel. If approved and you 
exclusively use divers to examine the 
hull plating, you will receive a credit 
hull exam of up to 36 months. (Under-
water examinations are required twice 
every 5 years.) If approved and you use 
an underwater ROV as the predominate 
means to examine the hull plating, you 
will receive a credit hull exam of up to 
60 months (5 years). 

(d) At least 60 days prior to each 
scheduled underwater exam, the owner 
may request a waiver from the OCMI if: 

(1) A satisfactory exam has been 
completed within the last three years; 

(2) The conditions during the last 
exam allowed at least 80 percent of the 
bottom surface to be viewed and re-
corded; and 

(3) The results of the last exam indi-
cated that an extended interval is safe 
and reasonable. 

[USCG–2000–6858, 67 FR 21086, Apr. 29, 2002, as 
amended at 69 FR 47384, Aug. 5, 2004] 

§ 176.660 Continued participation in 
the Alternative Hull Examination 
(AHE) Program. 

(a) To continue to participate in the 
AHE Program, vessel operators must 
conduct an annual hull condition as-
sessment. At a minimum, vessel opera-
tors must conduct an internal exam-
ination and take random hull gaugings 
internally during the hull condition as-
sessment, unless waived by the Officer 
in Charge, Marine Inspection (OCMI). If 
the annual hull assessment reveals sig-
nificant damage or corrosion, where 
temporary repairs have been made, or 
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where other critical areas of concern 
have been identified, the OCMI may re-
quire an expanded examination to in-
clude an underwater hull examination 
using divers. If an underwater exam-
ination is required, the examination 
must focus on areas at higher risk of 
damage or corrosion and must include 
a representative sampling of hull 
gaugings. 

(b) If an underwater survey is re-
quired for the annual hull condition as-
sessment, the OCMI may require the 
presence of a third party examiner and 
a written hull examination report must 
be submitted to the OCMI. This report 
must include thickness gauging re-
sults, a copy of the audio and video re-
cordings and any other information 
that will help the OCMI evaluate your 
vessel for continued participation in 
the AHE program. The third party ex-
aminer must sign the report and con-
firm the validity of its contents. 

(c) You must submit your preventive 
maintenance reports or checklists on 
an annual basis to the OCMI. These re-
ports or checklists must conform to 
the plans you submitted in your appli-
cation under § 176.630 of this part, 
which the OCMI approved. 

(d) Prior to each scheduled annual 
hull condition assessment— 

(1) The owner may submit to the 
OCMI a plan for conducting the assess-
ment, or a request for a waiver of this 
requirement, no fewer than 30 days be-
fore the scheduled assessment; and 

(2) The OCMI may reduce the scope 
or extend the interval of the assess-
ment if the operational, casualty, and 
deficiency history of the vessel, along 
with a recommendation of the vessel’s 
master, indicates that it is warranted. 

[USCG–2000–6858, 67 FR 21086, Apr. 29, 2002, as 
amended at 69 FR 47384, Aug. 5, 2004] 

§ 176.665 Notice and plans required. 
(a) The owner or managing operator 

shall notify the cognizant OCMI as far 
in advance as possible whenever a ves-
sel is to be hauled out or placed in a 
drydock or slipway in compliance with 
§ 176.600 or to undergo repairs or alter-
ations affecting the safety of the ves-
sel, together with the nature of any re-
pairs or alterations contemplated. Hull 
repairs or alternations that affect the 
safety of the vessel include but are not 

limited to the replacement, repair, or 
refastening of planking, plating, or 
structural members including the re-
pair of cracks. 

(b) Whenever a vessel is hauled out or 
placed in a drydock or slipway in ex-
cess of the requirements of this subpart 
for the purpose of maintenance, includ-
ing, but not limited to, changing a pro-
peller, painting, or cleaning the hull, 
no report need be made to the cog-
nizant OCMI. 

(c) The owner or managing operator 
of each vessel that holds a Load Line 
Certificate shall make plans showing 
the vessel’s scantlings available to the 
Coast Guard marine inspector when-
ever the vessel undergoes a drydock ex-
amination, internal structural exam-
ination, or an underwater survey or 
whenever repairs or alterations affect-
ing the safety or seaworthiness of the 
vessel are made to the vessel’s hull. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended at 62 FR 51356, Sept. 30, 1997. Redes-
ignated and amended by USCG–2000–6858, 67 
FR 21084, 21087, Apr. 29, 2002; USCG–2006– 
25697, 71 FR 55747, Sept. 25, 2006] 

§ 176.670 Tailshaft examinations. 

(a) The marine inspector may require 
any part or all of the propeller shafting 
to be drawn for examination of the 
shafting and stern bearing of a vessel 
whenever the condition of the shafting 
and bearings are in question. 

(b) The marine inspector may con-
duct a visual examination and may re-
quire nondestructive testing of the pro-
peller shafting whenever the condition 
of shafting is in question. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996. Redesig-
nated by USCG–2000–6858, 67 FR 21084, Apr. 
29, 2002] 

§ 176.675 Extension of examination in-
tervals. 

The intervals between drydock ex-
aminations and internal structural ex-
aminations specified in § 176.605 of this 
part may be extended by the cognizant 
OCMI or Commandant. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996. Redesig-
nated and amended by USCG–2000–6858, 67 FR 
21084, 21087, Apr. 29, 2002] 
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Subpart G—Repairs and 
Alterations 

§ 176.700 Permission for repairs and 
alterations. 

(a) Repairs or alterations to the hull, 
machinery, or equipment that affect 
the safety of the vessel must not be 
made without the approval of the cog-
nizant OCMI, except during an emer-
gency. When repairs are made during 
an emergency, the owner, managing 
operator, or master shall notify the 
OCMI as soon as practicable after such 
repairs or alternations are made. Re-
pairs or alterations that affect the 
safety of the vessel include, but are not 
limited to: replacement, repair, or re-
fastening of deck or hull planking, 
plating, and structural members; re-
pair of plate or frame cracks; damage 
repair or replacement, other than re-
placement in kind, of electrical wiring, 
fuel lines, tanks, boilers and other 
pressure vessels, and steering, propul-
sion and power supply systems; alter-
ations affecting stability; and repair or 
alteration of lifesaving, fire detecting, 
or fire extinguishing equipment. 

(b) The owner or managing operator 
shall submit drawings, sketches, or 
written specifications describing the 
details of any proposed alterations to 
the cognizant OCMI. Proposed alter-
ations must be approved by the OCMI 
before work is started. 

(c) Drawings are not required to be 
submitted for repairs or replacements 
in kind. 

(d) The OCMI may require an inspec-
tion and testing whenever a repair or 
alteration is undertaken. 

§ 176.702 Installation tests and inspec-
tions. 

Whenever a launching appliance, sur-
vival craft, rescue boat, fixed gas fire 
extinguishing system, machinery, fuel 
tank, or pressure vessel is installed 
aboard a vessel after completion of the 
initial inspection for certification of 
the vessel, as replacement equipment 
or as a new installation, the owner or 
managing operator shall conduct the 
tests and make the vessel ready for the 
inspections required by § 176.402(d) to 
the satisfaction of the cognizant OCMI. 

§ 176.704 Breaking of safety valve 
seals. 

The owner, managing operator, or 
master shall notify the cognizant OCMI 
as soon as practicable after the seal on 
a boiler safety valve on a vessel is bro-
ken. 

§ 176.710 Inspection and testing prior 
to hot work. 

(a) An inspection for flammable or 
combustible gases must be conducted 
by a certified marine chemist or other 
person authorized by the cognizant 
OCMI in accordance with the provi-
sions of NFPA 306 (incorporated by ref-
erence, see 46 CFR 175.600) before alter-
ations, repairs, or other operations in-
volving riveting, welding, burning, or 
other fire producing actions may be 
made aboard a vessel: 

(1) Within or on the boundaries of 
fuel tanks; or 

(2) To pipelines, heating coils, pumps, 
fittings, or other appurtenances con-
nected to fuel tanks. 

(b) An inspection required by para-
graph (a) of this section must be con-
ducted as required by this paragraph. 

(1) In ports or places in the United 
States or its territories and posses-
sions, the inspection must be con-
ducted by a marine chemist certifi-
cated by the NFPA. However, if the 
services of a certified marine chemist 
are not reasonably available, the cog-
nizant OCMI, upon the recommenda-
tion of the vessel owner or managing 
operator, may authorize another per-
son to inspect the vessel. If the inspec-
tion indicates that the operations can 
be undertaken safely, a certificate set-
ting forth this fact in writing must be 
issued by the certified marine chemist 
or the authorized person before the 
work is started. The certificate must 
include any requirements necessary to 
reasonably maintain safe conditions in 
the spaces certified throughout the op-
eration, including any precautions nec-
essary to eliminate or minimize haz-
ards that may be present from protec-
tive coatings or residues from cargoes. 

(2) When not in a port or place in the 
United States or its territories and 
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possessions, and when a marine chem-
ist or a person authorized by the cog-
nizant OCMI is not reasonably avail-
able, the master shall conduct the in-
spection and enter the results in the 
inspection in the vessel’s logbook. 

(c) The owner, managing operator, or 
master shall obtain a copy of certifi-
cates issued by the certified marine 
chemist or the other person authorized 
by the cognizant OCMI, and shall en-
sure that all conditions on the certifi-
cates are observed and that the vessel 
is maintained in a safe condition. The 
owner, managing operator, or master 
shall maintain a safe condition on the 
vessel by requiring full observance, by 
persons under his or her control, of all 
requirements listed in the certificate. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended by USCG–2003–16630, 73 FR 65205, 
Oct. 31, 2008] 

Subpart H—Material Inspections 
§ 176.800 Inspection standards. 

(a) A vessel is inspected for compli-
ance with the standards required by 
this subchapter. Machinery, equip-
ment, materials, and arrangements not 
covered by standards in this sub-
chapter may be inspected in accord-
ance with standards acceptable to the 
cognizant OCMI as good marine prac-
tice. 

(b) In the application of inspection 
standards due consideration must be 
given to the hazards involved in the op-
eration permitted by a vessel’s Certifi-
cate of Inspection. Thus, the standards 
may vary in accordance with the ves-
sel’s area of operation or any other 
operational restrictions or limitations. 

(c) The published standards of classi-
fication societies and other recognized 
safety associations may be used as 
guides in the inspection of vessels when 
such standards do not conflict with the 
requirements of this subchapter. 

§ 176.801 Notice of inspection defi-
ciencies and requirements. 

(a) If during the inspection of a ves-
sel, the vessel or its equipment is found 
not to conform to the requirements of 
law or the regulations in this sub-
chapter, the marine inspector will 
point out deficiencies observed and dis-
cuss all requirements with the owner, 

managing operator, or a representative 
thereof. Normally, the marine inspec-
tor will list all such requirements that 
have not been completed and present 
the list to the owner, managing oper-
ator, or a representative thereof. How-
ever, when a deficiency presents a seri-
ous safety hazard to the vessel or its 
passengers or crew, and exists through 
negligence or willful noncompliance, 
the marine inspector may issue a Re-
port of Violation (ROV) to the owner, 
managing operator, or a representative 
thereof. 

(b) In any case where further clari-
fication of or reconsideration of any re-
quirement placed against the vessel is 
desired, the owner, managing operator, 
or a representative thereof, may dis-
cuss the matter with the cognizant 
OCMI. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended by CGD 97–057, 62 FR 51049, Sept. 30, 
1997] 

§ 176.802 Hull. 

(a) At each initial and subsequent in-
spection for certification of a vessel, 
the owner or managing operator shall 
be prepared to conduct tests and have 
the vessel ready for inspections of the 
hull structure and its appurtenances, 
including the following: 

(1) Inspection of all accessible parts 
of the exterior and interior of the hull, 
the watertight bulkheads, and weather 
decks; 

(2) Inspection and operation of all 
watertight closures in the hull, decks, 
and bulkheads including through hull 
fittings and sea valves; 

(3) Inspection of the condition of the 
superstructure, masts, and similar ar-
rangements constructed on the hull, 
and on a sailing vessel all spars, stand-
ing rigging, running rigging, blocks, 
fittings, and sails; 

(4) Inspection of all railings and bul-
warks and their attachment to the hull 
structure; 

(5) Inspection to ensure that guards 
or rails are provided in dangerous 
places; 

(6) Inspection and operation of all 
weathertight closures above the weath-
er deck and the provisions for drainage 
of sea water from the exposed decks; 
and 
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(7) Inspection of all interior spaces to 
ensure that they are adequately venti-
lated and drained, and that means of 
escape are adequate and properly main-
tained. 

(b) The vessel must be afloat for at 
least a portion of the inspection as re-
quired by the marine inspector. 

(c) When required by the marine in-
spector, a portion of the inspection 
must be conducted while the vessel is 
underway so that the hull and internal 
structure can be observed. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
20557, May 7, 1996, as amended at 62 FR 51356, 
Sept. 30, 1997] 

§ 176.804 Machinery. 
At each initial and subsequent in-

spection for certification of a vessel, 
the owner or managing operator shall 
be prepared to conduct tests and have 
the vessel ready for inspections of ma-
chinery, fuel, and piping systems, in-
cluding the following: 

(a) Operation of the main propulsion 
machinery both ahead and astern; 

(b) Operational test and inspection of 
engine control mechanisms including 
primary and alternate means of start-
ing machinery; 

(c) Inspection of all machinery essen-
tial to the routine operation of the ves-
sel including generators and cooling 
systems; 

(d) External inspection of fuel tanks 
and inspection of tank vents, piping, 
and pipe fittings; 

(e) Inspection of all fuel system; 
(f) Operational test of all valves in 

fuel lines by operating locally and at 
remote operating positions; 

(g) Operational test of all overboard 
discharge and intake valves and water-
tight bulkhead pipe penetration valves; 

(h) Operational test of the means pro-
vided for pumping bilges; and 

(i) Test of machinery alarms includ-
ing bilge high level alarms. 

§ 176.806 Electrical. 
At each initial and subsequent in-

spection for certification of a vessel, 
the owner or managing operator shall 
be prepared to conduct tests and have 
the vessel ready for inspection of elec-
trical equipment and systems, includ-
ing the following: 

(a) Inspection of all cable as far as 
practicable without undue disturbance 
of the cable or electrical apparatus; 

(b) Test of circuit breakers by man-
ual operation; 

(c) Inspection of fuses including en-
suring the ratings of fuses are suitable 
for the service intended; 

(d) Inspection of rotating electrical 
machinery essential to the routine op-
eration of the vessel; 

(e) Inspection of all generators, mo-
tors, lighting fixtures and circuit inter-
rupting devices located in spaces or 
areas that may contain flammable va-
pors; 

(f) Inspection of batteries for condi-
tion and security of stowage; 

(g) Operational test of electrical ap-
paratus, which operates as part of or in 
conjunction with a fire detection or 
alarms system installed on board the 
vessel, by simulating, as closely as 
practicable, the actual operation in 
case of fire; and 

(h) Operational test of all emergency 
electrical systems. 

§ 176.808 Lifesaving 
(a) At each initial and subsequent in-

spection for certification of a vessel, 
the owner or managing operator shall 
be prepared to conduct tests and have 
the vessel ready for inspection of life-
saving equipment and systems, includ-
ing the following: 

(1) Tests of each rescue boat and each 
rescue boat launching appliance and 
survival craft launching appliance in 
accordance with § 185.520 of this chap-
ter; 

(2) Inspection of each lifejacket, 
work vest, and marine buoyant device; 

(3) If used, inspection of the pas-
senger safety orientation cards or pam-
phlets allowed by § 185.506(b)(2) of this 
chapter; 

(4) Inspection of each inflatable life-
raft, inflatable buoyant apparatus, and 
inflatable lifejacket to determine that 
it has been serviced as required by 
§ 185.730 of this chapter; and 

(5) Inspection of each hydrostatic re-
lease unit to determine that it is in 
compliance with the servicing and 
usage requirements of § 185.740 of this 
chapter. 

(b) Each item of lifesaving equipment 
determined by the marine inspector to 
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not be in serviceable condition must be 
repaired or replaced. 

(c) Each item of lifesaving equipment 
with an expiration date on it must be 
replaced if the expiration date has 
passed. 

(d) The owner or managing operator 
shall destroy, in the presence of the 
marine inspector, each lifejacket, 
other personal floatation device, and 
other lifesaving device found to be de-
fective and incapable of repair. 

(e) At each initial and subsequent in-
spection for certification of a vessel, 
the vessel must be equipped with an 
adult size lifejacket for each person au-
thorized. The vessel must also be 
equipped with child size lifejackets 
equal to at least: 

(1) 10 percent of the maximum num-
ber of passengers permitted to be car-
ried unless children are prohibited 
from being carried aboard the vessel; or 

(2) 5 percent of the maximum number 
of passengers permitted to be carried if 
all extended size lifejackets are pro-
vided. 

(f) Lifejackets, work vests, and ma-
rine buoyant devices may be marked 
with the date and marine inspection 
zone to indicate that they have been 
inspected and found to be in service-
able condition by a marine inspector. 

(g) At each initial and subsequent in-
spection for certification, the marine 
inspector may require that an abandon 
ship or man overboard drill be held 
under simulated emergency conditions 
specified by the inspector. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended at 62 FR 51356, Sept. 30, 1997] 

§ 176.810 Fire protection. 
(a) At each initial and subsequent in-

spection for certification, the owner or 
managing operator shall be prepared to 
conduct tests and have the vessel ready 
for inspection of its fire protection 
equipment, including the following: 

(1) Inspection of each hand portable 
fire extinguisher, semiportable fire ex-
tinguisher, and fixed gas fire extin-
guishing system to check for excessive 
corrosion and general condition; 

(2) Inspection of piping, controls, and 
valves, and the inspection and testing 
of alarms and ventilation shutdowns, 
for each fixed gas fire extinguishing 
system and detecting system to deter-

mine that the system is in operating 
condition; 

(3) Operation of the fire main system 
and checking of the pressure at the 
most remote and highest outlets; 

(4) Testing of each fire hose to a test 
pressure equivalent to its maximum 
service pressure; 

(5) Checking of each cylinder con-
taining compressed gas to ensure it has 
been tested and marked in accordance 
with § 147.60 in subchapter N of this 
chapter; 

(6) Testing or renewal of flexible con-
nections and discharge hoses on 
semiportable extinguishers and fixed 
gas extinguishing systems in accord-
ance with § 147.65 in subchapter N of 
this chapter; and 

(7) Inspection and testing of all 
smoke and fire detection systems, in-
cluding sensors and alarms. 

(b) The owner, managing operator, or 
a qualified servicing facility as applica-
ble shall conduct the following inspec-
tions and tests: 

(1) For portable fire extinguishers, 
the inspections, maintenance proce-
dures, and hydrostatic pressure tests 
required by Chapter 4 of NFPA 10 (in-
corporated by reference, 46 CFR 175.600) 
with the frequency specified by NFPA 
10. In addition, carbon dioxide and 
Halon portable fire extinguishers must 
be refilled when the net content weight 
loss exceeds that specified for fixed 
systems by Table 176.810(b). The owner 
or managing operator shall provide sat-
isfactory evidence of the required serv-
icing to the marine inspector. If any of 
the equipment or records have not been 
properly maintained, a qualified serv-
icing facility must be required to per-
form the required inspections, mainte-
nance procedures, and hydrostatic 
pressure tests. A tag issued by a quali-
fied servicing organization, and at-
tached to each extinguisher, may be 
accepted as evidence that the nec-
essary maintenance procedures have 
been conducted. 

(2) For semiportable and fixed gas 
fire extinguishing systems, the inspec-
tions and tests required by Table 
176.810(b), in addition to the tests re-
quired by §§ 147.60 and 147.65 in sub-
chapter N of this chapter. The owner or 
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managing operator shall provide satis-
factory evidence of the required serv-
icing to the marine inspector. If any of 
the equipment or records have not been 
properly maintained, a qualified serv-

icing facility may be required to per-
form the required inspections, mainte-
nance procedures, and hydrostatic 
pressure tests. 

TABLE 176.810(b)—SEMIPORTABLE AND FIXED FIRE EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS 

Type System Test 

Carbon dioxide ........................................................ Weigh cylinders. Recharge if weight loss exceeds 10% of weight of charge. 
Test time delays, alarms, and ventilation shutdowns with carbon dioxide, 
nitrogen, or other nonflammable gas as stated in the system manufactur-
er’s instruction manual. Inspect hoses and nozzles to be sure they are 
clean. 

Halon ....................................................................... Weigh cylinders. Recharge if weight loss exceeds 5% of weight of charge. 
If the system has a pressure gauge, also recharge if pressure loss (ad-
justed for temperature) exceeds 10%. Test time delays, alarms and ven-
tilation shutdowns with carbon dioxide, nitrogen, or other nonflammable 
gas as stated in the system manufacturer’s instruction manual. Inspect 
hoses and nozzles to be sure they are clean. 

Dry Chemical (cartridge operated) .......................... Examine pressure cartridge and replace if end is punctured or if determined 
to have leaked or to be in unsuitable condition. Inspect hose and nozzle 
to see if they are clear. Insert charged cartridge. Ensure dry chemical is 
free flowing (not caked) and extinguisher contains full charge. 

Dry chemical (stored pressure) ............................... See that pressure gauge is in operating range. If not, or if the seal is bro-
ken, weigh or otherwise determined that extinguisher is fully charged with 
dry chemical. Recharge if pressure is low or if dry chemical is needed. 

Foam (stored pressure) .......................................... See that pressure gauge, if so equipped, is in the operating range. If not, or 
if the seal is broken, weigh or otherwise determine that extinguisher is 
fully charged with foam. Recharge if pressure is low or if foam is needed. 
Replace premixed agent every 3 years. 

Clean Agents (Halon replacements) ....................... (To be developed) 

(c) The owner, managing operator, or 
master shall destroy, in the presence of 
the marine inspector, each fire hose 
found to be defective and incapable of 
repair. 

(d) At each initial and subsequent in-
spection for certification, the marine 
inspector may require that a fire drill 
be held under simulated emergency 
conditions to be specified by the in-
spector. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
20557, May 7, 1996, as amended at 62 FR 51356, 
Sept. 30, 1997; USCG–2003–16630, 73 FR 65205, 
Oct. 31, 2008] 

§ 176.812 Pressure vessels and boilers. 

(a) Pressure vessels must be tested 
and inspected in accordance with part 
61, subpart 61.10, of this chapter. 

(b) Periodic inspection and testing 
requirements for boilers are contained 
in § 61.05 in subchapter F of this chap-
ter. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended at 62 FR 51356, Sept. 30, 1997; USCG– 
1999–4976, 65 FR 6508, Feb. 9, 2000] 

§ 176.814 Steering systems. 

At each initial and subsequent in-
spection for certification the owner or 
managing operator shall be prepared to 
test the steering systems of the vessel 
and make them available for inspec-
tion to the extent necessary to deter-
mine that they are in suitable condi-
tion and fit for the service intended. 
Servo-type power systems, such as or-
bital systems, must be tested and capa-
ble of smooth operation by a single per-
son in the manual mode, with hydrau-
lic pumps secured. 

§ 176.816 Miscellaneous systems and 
equipment. 

At each initial and subsequent in-
spection for certification the owner or 
managing operator shall be prepared to 
test and make available for inspection 
all items in the ship’s outfit, such as 
ground tackle, navigation lights and 
equipment, markings, and placards, 
which are required to be carried by the 
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regulations in this subchapter, as nec-
essary to determine that they are fit 
for the service intended. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended by USCG–2008–0906, 73 FR 56510, 
Sept. 29, 2008] 

§ 176.818 Sanitary inspection. 

At each inspection for certification 
and at every other vessel inspection, 
quarters, toilet and washing spaces, 
galleys, serving pantries, lockers, and 
similar spaces may be examined to de-
termine that they are serviceable and 
in a sanitary condition. 

§ 176.830 Unsafe practices. 

(a) At each inspection for certifi-
cation and at every other vessel inspec-
tion all observed unsafe practices, fire 
hazards, and other hazardous situa-
tions must be corrected and all re-
quired guards and protective devices 
must be in satisfactory condition. 

(b) At each inspection for certifi-
cation and at every other vessel inspec-
tion the bilges and other spaces may be 
examined to see that there is no exces-
sive accumulation of oil, trash, debris, 
or other matter that might create a 
fire hazard, clog bilge pumping sys-
tems, or block emergency escapes. 

§ 176.840 Additional tests and inspec-
tions. 

The cognizant OCMI may require 
that a vessel and its equipment under-
go any additional test or inspection 
deemed reasonable and necessary to de-
termine that the vessel and its equip-
ment are suitable for the service in 
which they are to be employed. 

Subpart I—International Conven-
tion for Safety of Life at Sea, 
1974, as Amended (SOLAS) 

§ 176.900 Applicability. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in 
this subpart, a mechanically propelled 
vessel of the United States, which car-
ries more than 12 passengers on an 
international voyage must be in com-
pliance with the applicable require-
ments of the International Convention 
for Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as 
Amended (SOLAS), to which the 

United States Government is currently 
a party. 

(b) SOLAS does not apply to a vessel 
solely navigating the Great Lakes and 
the St. Lawrence River as far east as a 
straight line drawn from Cap des 
Rosiers to West Point, Anticosti Island 
and, on the north side of Anticosti Is-
land, the 63rd Meridian. 

§ 176.910 Passenger Ship Safety Cer-
tificate. 

(a) A vessel, which carries more than 
12 passengers on an international voy-
age must have a valid SOLAS Pas-
senger Ship Safety Certificate. The 
Commandant issues the original 
SOLAS Passenger Ship Safety Certifi-
cate after receiving notification from 
the cognizant OCMI that the vessel 
complies with the applicable SOLAS 
regulations. Subsequent SOLAS Pas-
senger Ship Safety Certificates are 
issued by the cognizant OCMI unless 
any changes to the vessel or its oper-
ations have occurred which changes 
the information on the certificate, in 
which case the Commandant will re-
issue the certificate. 

(b) The route specified on the Certifi-
cate of Inspection and the SOLAS Pas-
senger Ship Safety Certificate must 
agree. 

(c) A SOLAS Passenger Ship Safety 
Certificate is issued for a period of not 
more than 12 months. 

(d) The SOLAS Passenger Ship Safe-
ty Certificate may be withdrawn, re-
voked, or suspended at any time when 
the vessel is not in compliance with ap-
plicable SOLAS requirements. 

§ 176.920 Exemptions. 

(a) In accordance with Chapter I 
(General Provisions) Regulation 4, of 
SOLAS, the Commandant may exempt 
a vessel, which is not normally engaged 
on an international voyage but that in 
exceptional circumstances is required 
to undertake a single international 
voyage from any of the requirements of 
the regulations of SOLAS provided 
that the vessel complies with safety re-
quirements that are adequate, in the 
Commandant’s opinion, for the voyage 
that is to be undertaken. 
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(b) In accordance with Chapter II–1 
(Construction—Subdivision and Sta-
bility, Machinery and Electrical Instal-
lations) Regulation 1, Chapter II–2 
(Construction—Fire Protection, Fire 
Detection and Fire Extinction) Regula-
tion 1, and Chapter III (Life Saving Ap-
pliances and Arrangements) Regulation 
2 of SOLAS, the Commandant may ex-
empt a vessel that does not proceed 
more than 20 miles from the nearest 
land from any of the specific require-
ments of Chapters II–1, II–2, and III of 
SOLAS if the Commandant determines 
that the sheltered nature and condi-
tions of the voyage are such as to 
render the application of such require-
ments unreasonable or unnecessary. 

(c) The Commandant may exempt a 
vessel from requirements of the regula-
tions of SOLAS in accordance with 
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section 
upon a written request from the owner 
or managing operator submitted to the 
Commandant via the cognizant OCMI. 

(d) When the Commandant grants an 
exemption to a vessel in accordance 
with this section, the Commandant 
will issue the original SOLAS Exemp-
tion Certificate describing the exemp-
tion. Subsequent SOLAS Exemption 
Certificates are issued by the cognizant 
OCMI unless any changes to the vessel 
or its operations have occurred that 
changes the information on the SOLAS 
Exemption or Passenger Ship Safety 
Certificates, in which case the Com-
mandant will reissue the certificate. A 
SOLAS Exemption Certificate is not 
valid for longer than the period of the 
SOLAS Passenger Ship Safety Certifi-
cate to which it refers. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
20557, May 7, 1996] 

§ 176.925 Safety Management Certifi-
cate. 

(a) All vessels that carry more than 
12 passengers on an international voy-
age must have a valid Safety Manage-
ment Certificate and a copy of their 
company’s valid Document of Compli-
ance certificate on board. 

(b) All such vessels must meet the 
applicable requirements of 33 CFR part 
96. 

(c) A Safety Management Certificate 
is issued for a period of not more than 
60 months. 

[CGD 95–073, 62 FR 67515, Dec. 24, 1997] 

§ 176.930 Equivalents. 
As outlined in Chapter I (General 

Provisions) Regulation 5, of SOLAS, 
the Commandant may accept an equiv-
alent to a particular fitting, material, 
apparatus, or any particular provision 
required by SOLAS regulations if satis-
fied that such equivalent is at least as 
effective as that required by the regu-
lations. An owner or managing oper-
ator of a vessel may submit a request 
for the acceptance of an equivalent fol-
lowing the procedures in § 175.540 of 
this chapter. The Commandant will in-
dicate the acceptance of an equivalent 
on the vessel’s SOLAS Passenger Ship 
Safety Certificate or Safety Manage-
ment Certificate, as appropriate. 

[CGD 95–073, 62 FR 67515, Dec. 24, 1997] 

PART 177—CONSTRUCTION AND 
ARRANGEMENT 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

Sec. 
177.100 General requirement. 
177.115 Applicability to existing vessels. 

Subpart B—Plans 

177.202 Plans and information required. 
177.210 Plans for sister vessels. 

Subpart C—Hull Structure 

177.300 Structural design. 
177.310 Satisfactory service as a design 

basis. 
177.315 Vessels of not more than 19.8 meters 

(65 feet) in length carrying not more 
than 12 passengers. 

177.330 Sailing vessels. 
177.340 Alternate design considerations. 

Subpart D—Fire Protection 

177.405 General arrangement and outfitting. 
177.410 Structural fire protection. 

Subpart E—Escape Requirements 

177.500 Means of escape. 

Subpart F—Ventilation 

177.600 Ventilation of enclosed and partially 
enclosed spaces. 
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