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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 52.53 

(c) This paragraph applies, according 
to its provisions, to particular applica-
tions: 

(1) An application for certification of 
a nuclear power reactor design that is 
an evolutionary change from light- 
water reactor designs of plants that 
have been licensed and in commercial 
operation before April 18, 1989, must 
provide an essentially complete nu-
clear power plant design except for 
site-specific elements such as the serv-
ice water intake structure and the ulti-
mate heat sink; 

(2) An application for certification of 
a nuclear power reactor design that dif-
fers significantly from the light-water 
reactor designs described in paragraph 
(c)(1) of this section or uses simplified, 
inherent, passive, or other innovative 
means to accomplish its safety func-
tions must provide an essentially com-
plete nuclear power reactor design ex-
cept for site-specific elements such as 
the service water intake structure and 
the ultimate heat sink, and must meet 
the requirements of 10 CFR 50.43(e); 
and 

(3) An application for certification of 
a modular nuclear power reactor design 
must describe and analyze the possible 
operating configurations of the reactor 
modules with common systems, inter-
face requirements, and system inter-
actions. The final safety analysis must 
also account for differences among the 
configurations, including any restric-
tions that will be necessary during the 
construction and startup of a given 
module to ensure the safe operation of 
any module already operating. 

(d) Each applicant for a standard de-
sign certification under this part shall 
protect Safeguards Information against 
unauthorized disclosure in accordance 
with the requirements in §§ 73.21 and 
73.22 of this chapter, as applicable. 

[72 FR 49517, Aug. 28, 2007, as amended at 73 
FR 63571, Oct. 24, 2008; 74 FR 28147, June 12, 
2009] 

§ 52.48 Standards for review of appli-
cations. 

Applications filed under this subpart 
will be reviewed for compliance with 
the standards set out in 10 CFR parts 
20, 50 and its appendices, 51, 73, and 100. 

§ 52.51 Administrative review of appli-
cations. 

(a) A standard design certification is 
a rule that will be issued in accordance 
with the provisions of subpart H of 10 
CFR part 2, as supplemented by the 
provisions of this section. The Commis-
sion shall initiate the rulemaking after 
an application has been filed under 
§ 52.45 and shall specify the procedures 
to be used for the rulemaking. The no-
tice of proposed rulemaking published 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER must provide 
an opportunity for the submission of 
comments on the proposed design cer-
tification rule. If, at the time a pro-
posed design certification rule is pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER under 
this paragraph (a), the Commission de-
cides that a legislative hearing should 
be held, the information required by 10 
CFR 2.1502(c) must be included in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER document for the 
proposed design certification. 

(b) Following the submission of com-
ments on the proposed design certifi-
cation rule, the Commission may, at 
its discretion, hold a legislative hear-
ing under the procedures in subpart O 
of part 2 of this chapter. The Commis-
sion shall publish a document in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER of its decision to 
hold a legislative hearing. The docu-
ment shall contain the information 
specified in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion, and specify whether the Commis-
sion or a presiding officer will conduct 
the legislative hearing. 

(c) Notwithstanding anything in 10 
CFR 2.390 to the contrary, proprietary 
information will be protected in the 
same manner and to the same extent as 
proprietary information submitted in 
connection with applications for li-
censes, provided that the design certifi-
cation shall be published in Chapter I 
of this title. 

§ 52.53 Referral to the Advisory Com-
mittee on Reactor Safeguards 
(ACRS). 

The Commission shall refer a copy of 
the application to the ACRS. The 
ACRS shall report on those portions of 
the application which concern safety. 
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