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(b) DOE shall begin its NEPA review 
of a proposed rule (if otherwise re-
quired by this part) while drafting the 
proposed regulation, and as soon as en-
vironmental effects can be meaning-
fully evaluated. 

(c) DOE shall include any relevant 
NEPA documents, public and agency 
comments (if any) on those documents, 
and DOE responses to those comments, 
as part of the administrative record (40 
CFR 1505.1(c)). 

(d) If an EIS is required, DOE will 
normally publish the draft EIS at the 
time it publishes the proposed rule (40 
CFR 1502.5(d)). DOE will normally com-
bine any public hearings required for a 
proposed rule with the public hearings 
required on the draft EIS under 
§ 1021.313 of this part. The draft EIS 
need not accompany notices of inquiry 
or advance notices of proposed rule-
making that DOE may use to gather 
information during early stages of reg-
ulation development. When engaged in 
rulemaking for the purpose of pro-
tecting the public health and safety, 
DOE may issue the final rule simulta-
neously with publication of the EPA 
Notice of Availability of the final EIS 
in accordance with 40 CFR 1506.10(b). 

(e) If an EA is required, DOE will nor-
mally complete the EA and issue any 
related FONSI prior to or simulta-
neously with issuance of the proposed 
rule; however, if the EA leads to prepa-
ration of an EIS, the provisions of 
paragraph (d) of this section shall 
apply. 

§ 1021.214 Adjudicatory proceedings. 

(a) This section applies to DOE pro-
posed actions that involve DOE adju-
dicatory proceedings, excluding judi-
cial or administrative civil or criminal 
enforcement actions. 

(b) DOE shall complete its NEPA re-
view (if otherwise required by this 
part) before rendering any final adju-
dicatory decision. If an EIS is required, 
the final EIS will normally be com-
pleted at the time of or before final 
staff recommendation, in accordance 
with 40 CFR 1502.5(c). 

(c) DOE shall include any relevant 
NEPA documents, public and agency 
comments (if any) on those documents, 
and DOE responses to those comments, 

as part of the administrative record (40 
CFR 1505.1(c)). 

§ 1021.215 Applicant process. 

(a) This section applies to actions 
that involve application to DOE for a 
permit, license, exemption or alloca-
tion, or other similar actions, unless 
the action is categorically excluded 
from preparation of an EA or EIS 
under subpart D of this part. 

(b) The applicant shall: 
(1) Consult with DOE as early as pos-

sible in the planning process to obtain 
guidance with respect to the appro-
priate level and scope of any studies or 
environmental information that DOE 
may require to be submitted as part of, 
or in support of, the application; 

(2) Conduct studies that DOE deems 
necessary and appropriate to determine 
the environmental impacts of the pro-
posed action; 

(3) Consult with appropriate Federal, 
state, regional and local agencies, 
American Indian tribes and other po-
tentially interested parties during the 
preliminary planning stages of the pro-
posed action to identify environmental 
factors and permitting requirements; 

(4) Notify DOE as early as possible of 
other Federal, state, regional, local or 
American Indian tribal actions re-
quired for project completion to allow 
DOE to coordinate the Federal environ-
mental review, and fulfill the require-
ments of 40 CFR 1506.2 regarding elimi-
nation of duplication with state and 
local procedures, as appropriate; 

(5) Notify DOE of private entities and 
organizations interested in the pro-
posed undertaking, in order that DOE 
can consult, as appropriate, with these 
parties in accordance with 40 CFR 
1501.2(d)(2); and 

(6) Notify DOE if, before DOE com-
pletes the environmental review, the 
applicant plans to take an action that 
is within DOE’s jurisdiction that may 
have an adverse environmental impact 
or limit the choice of alternatives. If 
DOE determines that the action would 
have an adverse environmental impact 
or would limit the choice of reasonable 
alternatives under 40 CFR 1506.1(a), 
DOE will promptly notify the applicant 
that DOE will take appropriate action 
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to ensure that the objectives and pro-
cedures of NEPA are achieved in ac-
cordance with 40 CFR 1506.1(b). 

(c) For major categories of DOE ac-
tions involving a large number of ap-
plicants, DOE may prepare and make 
available generic guidance describing 
the recommended level and scope of en-
vironmental information that appli-
cants should provide. 

(d) DOE shall begin its NEPA review 
(if otherwise required by this part) as 
soon as possible after receiving an ap-
plication described in paragraph (a) of 
this section, and shall independently 
evaluate and verify the accuracy of in-
formation received from an applicant 
in accordance with 40 CFR 1506.5(a). At 
DOE’s option, an applicant may pre-
pare an EA in accordance with 40 CFR 
1506.5(b). If an EIS is prepared, the EIS 
shall be prepared by DOE or by a con-
tractor that is selected by DOE and 
that may be funded by the applicant, in 
accordance with 40 CFR 1506.5(c). The 
contractor shall provide a disclosure 
statement in accordance with 40 CFR 
1506.5(c), as discussed in § 1021.312(b)(4) 
of this part. DOE shall complete any 
NEPA documents (or evaluation of any 
EA prepared by the applicant) before 
rendering a final decision on the appli-
cation and shall consider the NEPA 
document in reaching its decision, as 
provided in § 1021.210 of this part. 

§ 1021.216 Procurement, financial as-
sistance, and joint ventures. 

(a) This section applies to DOE com-
petitive and limited-source procure-
ments, to awards of financial assist-
ance by a competitive process, and to 
joint ventures entered into as a result 
of competitive solicitations, unless the 
action is categorically excluded from 
preparation of an EA or EIS under sub-
part D of this part. Paragraphs (b), (c), 
and (i) of this section apply as well to 
DOE sole-source procurements of sites, 
systems, or processes, to noncompeti-
tive awards of financial assistance, and 
to sole-source joint ventures, unless 
the action is categorically excluded 
from preparation of an EA or EIS 
under subpart D of this part. 

(b) When relevant in DOE’s judg-
ment, DOE shall require that offeror’s 
submit environmental data and anal-
yses as a discrete part of the offeror’s 

proposal. DOE shall specify in its solic-
itation document the type of informa-
tion and level of detail for environ-
mental data and analyses so required. 
The data will be limited to those rea-
sonably available to offerors. 

(c) DOE shall independently evaluate 
and verify the accuracy of environ-
mental data and analyses submitted by 
offerors. 

(d) For offers in the competitive 
range, DOE shall prepare and consider 
an environmental critique before the 
selection. 

(e) The environmental critique will 
be subject to the confidentiality re-
quirements of the procurement process. 

(f) The environmental critique will 
evaluate the environmental data and 
analyses submitted by offerors; it may 
also evaluate supplemental informa-
tion developed by DOE as necessary for 
a reasoned decision. 

(g) The environmental critique will 
focus on environmental issues that are 
pertinent to a decision on proposals 
and will include: 

(1) A brief discussion of the purpose 
of the procurement and each offer, in-
cluding any site, system, or process 
variations among the offers having en-
vironmental implications; 

(2) A discussion of the salient charac-
teristics of each offeror’s proposed site, 
system, or process as well as alter-
native sites, systems, or processes; 

(3) A brief comparative evaluation of 
the potential environmental impacts of 
the offers, which will address direct 
and indirect effects, short-term and 
long-term effects, proposed mitigation 
measures, adverse effects that cannot 
be avoided, areas where important en-
vironmental information is incomplete 
and unavailable, unresolved environ-
mental issues and practicable miti-
gating measures not included in the 
offeror’s proposal; and 

(4) To the extent known for each 
offer, a list of Federal, Tribal, state, 
and local government permits, li-
censes, and approvals that must be ob-
tained. 

(h) DOE shall prepare a publicly 
available environmental synopsis, 
based on the environmental critique, to 
document the consideration given to 
environmental factors and to record 
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