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owns jointly with another person to 
satisfy the creditor’s standards of cred-
itworthiness, the creditor may require 
the signature of the other person only 
on the instrument(s) necessary, or rea-
sonably believed by the creditor to be 
necessary, under the law of the state in 
which the property is located, to en-
able the creditor to reach the property 
being relied upon in the event of the 
death or default of the applicant. 

(3) Unsecured credit—community prop-
erty states. If a married applicant re-
quests unsecured credit and resides in a 
community property state, or if the ap-
plicant is relying on property located 
in such a state, a creditor may require 
the signature of the spouse on any in-
strument necessary, or reasonably be-
lieved by the creditor to be necessary, 
under applicable state law to make the 
community property available to sat-
isfy the debt in the event of default if: 

(i) Applicable state law denies the ap-
plicant power to manage or control suf-
ficient community property to qualify 
for the credit requested under the 
creditor’s standards of creditworthi-
ness; and 

(ii) The applicant does not have suffi-
cient separate property to qualify for 
the credit requested without regard to 
community property. 

(4) Secured credit. If an applicant re-
quests secured credit, a creditor may 
require the signature of the applicant’s 
spouse or other person on any instru-
ment necessary, or reasonably believed 
by the creditor to be necessary, under 
applicable state law to make the prop-
erty being offered as security available 
to satisfy the debt in the event of de-
fault, for example, an instrument to 
create a valid lien, pass clear title, 
waive inchoate rights, or assign earn-
ings. 

(5) Additional parties. If, under a 
creditor’s standards of creditworthi-
ness, the personal liability of an addi-
tional party is necessary to support the 
credit requested, a creditor may re-
quest a cosigner, guarantor, endorser, 
or similar party. The applicant’s 
spouse may serve as an additional 
party, but the creditor shall not re-
quire that the spouse be the additional 
party. 

(6) Rights of additional parties. A cred-
itor shall not impose requirements 

upon an additional party that the cred-
itor is prohibited from imposing upon 
an applicant under this section. 

(e) Insurance. A creditor shall not 
refuse to extend credit and shall not 
terminate an account because credit 
life, health, accident, disability, or 
other credit-related insurance is not 
available on the basis of the applicant’s 
age. 

§ 202.8 Special purpose credit pro-
grams. 

(a) Standards for programs. Subject to 
the provisions of paragraph (b) of this 
section, the Act and this regulation 
permit a creditor to extend special pur-
pose credit to applicants who meet eli-
gibility requirements under the fol-
lowing types of credit programs: 

(1) Any credit assistance program ex-
pressly authorized by federal or state 
law for the benefit of an economically 
disadvantaged class of persons; 

(2) Any credit assistance program of-
fered by a not-for-profit organization, 
as defined under section 501(c) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as 
amended, for the benefit of its mem-
bers or for the benefit of an economi-
cally disadvantaged class of persons; or 

(3) Any special purpose credit pro-
gram offered by a for-profit organiza-
tion, or in which such an organization 
participates to meet special social 
needs, if: 

(i) The program is established and ad-
ministered pursuant to a written plan 
that identifies the class of persons that 
the program is designed to benefit and 
sets forth the procedures and standards 
for extending credit pursuant to the 
program; and 

(ii) The program is established and 
administered to extend credit to a class 
of persons who, under the organiza-
tion’s customary standards of credit-
worthiness, probably would not receive 
such credit or would receive it on less 
favorable terms than are ordinarily 
available to other applicants applying 
to the organization for a similar type 
and amount of credit. 

(b) Rules in other sections—(1) General 
applicability. All the provisions of this 
regulation apply to each of the special 
purpose credit programs described in 
paragraph (a) of this section except as 
modified by this section. 
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(2) Common characteristics. A program 
described in paragraph (a)(2) or (a)(3) of 
this section qualifies as a special pur-
pose credit program only if it was es-
tablished and is administered so as not 
to discriminate against an applicant on 
any prohibited basis; however, all pro-
gram participants may be required to 
share one or more common characteris-
tics (for example, race, national origin, 
or sex) so long as the program was not 
established and is not administered 
with the purpose of evading the re-
quirements of the Act or this regula-
tion. 

(c) Special rule concerning requests and 
use of information. If participants in a 
special purpose credit program de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section 
are required to possess one or more 
common characteristics (for example, 
race, national origin, or sex) and if the 
program otherwise satisfies the re-
quirements of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, a creditor may request and con-
sider information regarding the com-
mon characteristic(s) in determining 
the applicant’s eligibility for the pro-
gram. 

(d) Special rule in the case of financial 
need. If financial need is one of the cri-
teria under a special purpose credit 
program described in paragraph (a) of 
this section, the creditor may request 
and consider, in determining an appli-
cant’s eligibility for the program, in-
formation regarding the applicant’s 
marital status; alimony, child support, 
and separate maintenance income; and 
the spouse’s financial resources. In ad-
dition, a creditor may obtain the signa-
ture of an applicant’s spouse or other 
person on an application or credit in-
strument relating to a special purpose 
credit program if the signature is re-
quired by federal or state law. 

§ 202.9 Notifications. 
(a) Notification of action taken, ECOA 

notice, and statement of specific reasons— 
(1) When notification is required. A cred-
itor shall notify an applicant of action 
taken within: 

(i) 30 days after receiving a com-
pleted application concerning the 
creditor’s approval of, counteroffer to, 
or adverse action on the application; 

(ii) 30 days after taking adverse ac-
tion on an incomplete application, un-

less notice is provided in accordance 
with paragraph (c) of this section; 

(iii) 30 days after taking adverse ac-
tion on an existing account; or 

(iv) 90 days after notifying the appli-
cant of a counteroffer if the applicant 
does not expressly accept or use the 
credit offered. 

(2) Content of notification when adverse 
action is taken. A notification given to 
an applicant when adverse action is 
taken shall be in writing and shall con-
tain a statement of the action taken; 
the name and address of the creditor; a 
statement of the provisions of § 701(a) 
of the Act; the name and address of the 
federal agency that administers com-
pliance with respect to the creditor; 
and either: 

(i) A statement of specific reasons for 
the action taken; or 

(ii) A disclosure of the applicant’s 
right to a statement of specific reasons 
within 30 days, if the statement is re-
quested within 60 days of the creditor’s 
notification. The disclosure shall in-
clude the name, address, and telephone 
number of the person or office from 
which the statement of reasons can be 
obtained. If the creditor chooses to pro-
vide the reasons orally, the creditor 
shall also disclose the applicant’s right 
to have them confirmed in writing 
within 30 days of receiving the appli-
cant’s written request for confirma-
tion. 

(3) Notification to business credit appli-
cants. For business credit, a creditor 
shall comply with the notification re-
quirements of this section in the fol-
lowing manner: 

(i) With regard to a business that had 
gross revenues of $1 million or less in 
its preceding fiscal year (other than an 
extension of trade credit, credit inci-
dent to a factoring agreement, or other 
similar types of business credit), a 
creditor shall comply with paragraphs 
(a)(1) and (2) of this section, except 
that: 

(A) The statement of the action 
taken may be given orally or in writ-
ing, when adverse action is taken; 

(B) Disclosure of an applicant’s right 
to a statement of reasons may be given 
at the time of application, instead of 
when adverse action is taken, provided 
the disclosure contains the information 
required by paragraph (a)(2)(ii) of this 
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