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promptly paying fees charged in con-
nection with information requests, the 
Farm Credit System Insurance Cor-
poration may obtain satisfactory as-
surances that the requester will fully 
pay the fees anticipated. 

(c) If the anticipated fees exceed $250 
and if the requester has no history of 
paying fees charged in connection with 
information requests, the Farm Credit 
System Insurance Corporation may re-
quire an advance payment of fees in an 
amount up to the full amount antici-
pated. 

(d) If the requester has previously 
failed to pay a fee charged within 30 
days of the date of a billing for fees 
charged in connection with informa-
tion requests, the Farm Credit System 
Insurance Corporation may require the 
requester to pay the fees owed, plus in-
terest, or demonstrate that the full 
amount owed has been paid, and re-
quire the requester to make an advance 
payment of the full amount of the fees 
anticipated before processing a new re-
quest or a pending request from that 
requester. 

(e) The notice of the amount of an 
anticipated fee or a request for an ad-
vance deposit shall include an offer to 
the requester to confer with identified 
Farm Credit System Insurance Cor-
poration personnel to attempt to refor-
mulate the request in a manner which 
will meet the needs of the requester at 
a lower cost. 

§ 1402.25 Interest. 
The Farm Credit System Insurance 

Corporation may begin charging inter-
est on unpaid fees, starting on the 31st 
day following the day on which the bill 
for such fees was sent. Interest will not 
accrue if payment of the fees has been 
received by the Farm Credit System 
Insurance Corporation, even if said 
payment has not been processed. Inter-
est will accrue at the rate prescribed in 
section 3717 of title 31, United States 
Code, and will accrue from the day on 
which the bill for such fees was sent. 

§ 1402.26 Charges for unsuccessful 
searches or reviews. 

The Farm Credit System Insurance 
Corporation may assess charges for 
time spent searching for records on be-
half of requesters in the categories pro-

vided for in § 1402.21 (c) and (d), even if 
there are no records that are respon-
sive to the request or there is ulti-
mately no disclosure of records. The 
Farm Credit System Insurance Cor-
poration may assess charges for time 
spent reviewing records for requesters 
in the category provided for in 
§ 1402.21(c) even if the records located 
are determined to be exempt from dis-
closure. 

§ 1402.27 Aggregating requests. 
A requester may not file multiple re-

quests at the same time, each seeking 
portions of a document or documents, 
solely in order to avoid payment of 
fees. When the Farm Credit System In-
surance Corporation reasonably be-
lieves that a requester, or a group of 
requesters acting in concert, is at-
tempting to break a request down into 
a series of requests for the purpose of 
evading the assessment of fees, the 
Farm Credit System Insurance Cor-
poration may aggregate any such re-
quests and charge accordingly. One ele-
ment to be considered in determining 
whether a belief would be reasonable is 
the time period over which the re-
quests have occurred. 
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