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DISABLED ASSISTANCE LOAN PROGRAM 
(DAL) 

§ 120.310 What assistance is available 
for the disabled? 

Section 7(a)(10) of the Act authorizes 
SBA to guarantee or make direct loans 
to the disabled. SBA distinguishes two 
kinds of assistance: 

(a) DAL–1. DAL–1 Financial Assist-
ance is available to non-profit public or 
private organizations for disabled indi-
viduals that employ such individuals; 
or 

(b) DAL–2. DAL–2 Financial Assist-
ance is available to: 

(1) Small businesses wholly owned by 
disabled individuals; and 

(2) Disabled individuals to establish, 
acquire, or operate a small business. 

§ 120.311 Definitions. 
(a) Organization for the disabled means 

one which: 
(1) Is organized under federal or state 

law to operate in the interest of dis-
abled individuals; 

(2) Is non-profit; 
(3) Employs disabled individuals for 

seventy-five percent of the time needed 
to produce commodities or services for 
sale; and 

(4) Complies with occupational and 
safety standards prescribed by the De-
partment of Labor. 

(b) Disabled individual means a person 
who has a permanent physical, mental 
or emotional impairment, defect, ail-
ment, disease or disability which lim-
its the type of employment for which 
the person would otherwise be quali-
fied. 

§ 120.312 DAL–1 use of proceeds and 
other program conditions. 

(a) DAL–1 applicants must submit ap-
propriate documents to establish pro-
gram eligibility. 

(b) Generally, applicants may use 
loan proceeds for any 7(a) loan pur-
poses. Loan proceeds may not be used: 

(1) To purchase or construct facilities 
if construction grants and mortgage 
assistance are available from another 
Federal source; or 

(2) For supportive services (expenses 
incurred by a DAL–1 organization to 
subsidize wages of low producers, 
health and rehabilitation services, 

management, training, education, and 
housing of disabled workers). 

(c) SBA does not consider a DAL–1 
organization to have a conflict of inter-
est if one or more of its Associates is 
an Associate of the Lender. 

§ 120.313 DAL–2 use of proceeds and 
other program conditions. 

(a) The DAL–2 loan proceeds may be 
used for any 7(a) loan purposes. 

(b) An applicant may use DAL–2 loan 
proceeds to acquire an eligible small 
business without complying with the 
change of ownership conditions in 
§ 120.202. 

(c) A DAL–2 applicant must submit 
evidence from a physician, psychia-
trist, or other qualified professional as 
to the permanent nature of the dis-
ability and the limitation it places on 
the applicant. 

§ 120.314 Resolving doubts about cred-
itworthiness. 

For the purpose of the DAL Program, 
SBA shall resolve doubts concerning 
the creditworthiness of an applicant in 
favor of the applicant. However, the ap-
plicant must present satisfactory evi-
dence of repayment ability. Personal 
guarantees of Associates are not re-
quired for purposes of DAL–1 financial 
assistance. 

§ 120.315 Interest rate and loan limit. 

The interest rate on direct DAL 
loans is three percent. There is an ad-
ministrative limit of $150,000 on a di-
rect DAL loan. 

BUSINESSES OWNED BY LOW INCOME 
INDIVIDUALS 

§ 120.320 Policy. 

Section 7(a)(11) of the Act authorizes 
SBA to guarantee or make direct loans 
to establish, preserve or strengthen 
small business concerns: 

(a) Located in an area having high 
unemployment according to the De-
partment of Labor; 

(b) Located in an area in which a 
high percentage of individuals have a 
low income inadequate to satisfy basic 
family needs; and 

(c) More than 50 percent owned by 
low income individuals. 
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Small Business Administration § 120.342 

ENERGY CONSERVATION 

§ 120.330 Who is eligible for an energy 
conservation loan? 

SBA may make or guarantee loans to 
assist a small business to design, engi-
neer, manufacture, distribute, market, 
install, or service energy devices or 
techniques designed to conserve the 
Nation’s energy resources. 

§ 120.331 What devices or techniques 
are eligible for a loan? 

Eligible energy conservation devices 
or techniques include: 

(a) Solar thermal equipment; 
(b) Photovoltaic cells and related 

equipment; 
(c) A product or service which in-

creases the energy efficiency of exist-
ing equipment, methods of operation or 
systems which use fossil fuels, and 
which is on the Energy Conservation 
Measures list of the Secretary of En-
ergy; 

(d) Equipment producing energy from 
wood, biological waste, grain or other 
biomass energy sources; 

(e) Equipment for cogeneration of en-
ergy, district heating or production of 
energy from industrial waste; 

(f) Hydroelectric power equipment; 
(g) Wind energy conversion equip-

ment; and 
(h) Engineering, architectural, con-

sulting, or other professional services 
necessary or appropriate for any of the 
devices or techniques in paragraphs (a) 
through (g) of this section. 

§ 120.332 What are the eligible uses of 
proceeds? 

(a) Acquire property. The Borrower 
may use the loan proceeds to acquire 
land necessary for imminent plant con-
struction, buildings, machinery, equip-
ment, furniture, fixtures, facilities, 
supplies, and material needed to ac-
complish any of the eligible program 
purposes in § 120.330. 

(b) Research and development. Up to 
30% of loan proceeds may be used for 
research and development: 

(1) Of an existing product or service; 
or 

(2) A new product or service. 
(c) Working capital. The Borrower 

may use proceeds for working capital 

for entering or expanding in the energy 
conservation market. 

§ 120.333 Are there any special credit 
criteria? 

In addition to regular credit evalua-
tion criteria, SBA shall weigh the 
greater risk associated with energy 
projects. SBA shall consider such fac-
tors as quality of the product or serv-
ice, technical qualifications of the ap-
plicant’s management, sales projec-
tions, and financial status. 

EXPORT WORKING CAPITAL PROGRAM 
(EWCP) 

§ 120.340 What is the Export Working 
Capital Program? 

Under the EWCP, SBA guarantees 
short-term working capital loans made 
by participating lenders to exporters 
(section 7(a)(14) of the Act). Loan ma-
turities may be for up to three years 
with annual renewals. Proceeds can be 
used only to finance export trans-
actions. Loans can be for single or mul-
tiple export transactions. An export 
transaction is the production and pay-
ment associated with a sale of goods or 
services to a foreign buyer. 

§ 120.341 Who is eligible? 

In addition to the eligibility criteria 
applicable to all 7(a) loans, an appli-
cant must be in business for one full 
year at the time of application, but not 
necessarily in the exporting business. 
SBA may waive this requirement if the 
applicant has sufficient export trade 
experience or other managerial experi-
ence. 

§ 120.342 What are eligible uses of pro-
ceeds? 

Loan proceeds may be used: 
(a) To acquire inventory; 
(b) To pay the manufacturing costs of 

goods for export; 
(c) To purchase goods or services for 

export; 
(d) To support standby letters of 

credit; 
(e) For pre-shipment working capital; 

and 
(f) For post-shipment foreign ac-

counts receivable financing. 
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