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§ 120.354 Creditworthiness. 
In determining repayment ability, 

SBA shall not consider the personal as-
sets of the employee-owners of the 
trust. SBA shall consider the earnings 
history and projected future earnings 
of the employer small business. SBA 
may consider the business and manage-
ment experience of the employee-own-
ers. 

VETERANS LOAN PROGRAM 

§ 120.360 Which veterans are eligible? 
SBA may guarantee or make direct 

loans to a small business 51 percent 
owned by one or more of the following 
eligible veterans: 

(a) Vietnam-era veterans who served 
for a period of more than 180 days be-
tween August 5, 1964, and May 7, 1975, 
and were discharged other than dishon-
orably; 

(b) Disabled veterans of any era with 
a minimum compensable disability of 
30 percent; or 

(c) A veteran of any era who was dis-
charged for disability. 

§ 120.361 Other conditions of eligi-
bility. 

(a) Management and daily operations 
of the business must be directed by one 
or more of the veteran owners whose 
veteran status was used to qualify for 
the loan. 

(b) This direct loan program is avail-
able only if private sector financing 
and guaranteed loans are not available. 

(c) A veteran may qualify only once 
for this program on a direct loan basis. 

POLLUTION CONTROL PROGRAM 

§ 120.370 Policy. 
Section 7(a)(12) of the Act authorizes 

SBA to guarantee loans up to $1,000,000 
to an eligible small business to plan, 
design or install a pollution control fa-
cility. An applicant must meet the eli-
gibility requirements for 7(a) loans. 

LOANS TO PARTICIPANTS IN THE 8(A) 
PROGRAM 

§ 120.375 Policy. 
Section 7(a)(20) of the Act authorizes 

SBA to provide direct (unilaterally or 
together with Lenders) or guaranteed 

loans to firms participating in the 8(a) 
Program. 

§ 120.376 Special requirements. 
The following special conditions 

apply (otherwise, 7(a) loan eligibility 
criteria apply): 

(a) The Associate Administrator for 
Business Development may waive the 
direct loan administrative ceiling of 
$150,000, and raise it to $750,000. 

(b) The SBA portion of a guaranteed 
loan must not exceed $750,000. 

(c) The interest rate on a guaranteed 
loan shall be the same as on 7(a) guar-
anteed business loans. The interest 
rate on a direct loan shall be one per-
cent less than on a regular direct loan. 

(d) For a direct loan or SBA’s portion 
of an immediate participation loan, 
SBA shall subordinate its security in-
terest on all collateral to other debt of 
the applicant. 

[61 FR 3235, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 74 
FR 45753, Sept. 4, 2009] 

§ 120.377 Use of proceeds. 
The loan proceeds shall not be used 

for debt refinancing. Only a manufac-
turing concern may use loan proceeds 
for working capital. 

DEFENSE ECONOMIC TRANSITION 
ASSISTANCE 

§ 120.380 Program. 
Section 7(a)(21) of the Act authorizes 

SBA to guarantee loans to help eligible 
small businesses transition from de-
fense to civilian markets, or eligible 
individuals adversely impacted by base 
closures or defense cutbacks to acquire 
or open and operate a small business. 

§ 120.381 Eligibility. 
(a) Eligible small businesses. A small 

business is eligible if it has been det-
rimentally impacted by the closure (or 
substantial reduction) of a Department 
of Defense installation, or the termi-
nation (or substantial reduction) of a 
Department of Defense Program on 
which the small business was a prime 
contractor, subcontractor, or supplier 
at any tier. 

(b) Eligible individual. An eligible in-
dividual, for purposes of this program, 
includes the following persons involun-
tarily separated from their position or 
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voluntarily terminated under a pro-
gram offering inducements to encour-
age early retirement: 

(1) A member of the Armed Forces of 
the United States (honorably dis-
charged); 

(2) A civilian employee of the Depart-
ment of Defense; or 

(3) An employee of a prime con-
tractor, sub-contractor, or supplier at 
any tier of a Department of Defense 
program. 

(c) Defense loan and technical assist-
ance (DELTA). The DELTA program 
provides financial and technical assist-
ance to defense dependent small busi-
nesses which have been adversely af-
fected by defense reductions. The goal 
of the program is to assist these busi-
nesses to diversify into the commercial 
market while remaining part of the de-
fense industrial base. Complete infor-
mation on eligibility and other rules is 
available from each SBA district office. 

§ 120.382 Repayment ability. 

SBA shall resolve reasonable doubts 
concerning the small business’ pro-
posed business plan for transition to 
non-defense-related markets in favor of 
the loan applicant in determining the 
sound value of the proposed loan. 

§ 120.383 Restrictions on loan proc-
essing. 

Since greater risk may be associated 
with a loan to an applicant under this 
program, a Certified Lender or Pre-
ferred Lender shall not make a defense 
economic assistance loan under the 
PLP or CLP programs. 

CAPLINES PROGRAM 

§ 120.390 Revolving credit. 

(a) CapLines finances eligible small 
businesses’ short-term, revolving and 
non-revolving working-capital needs. 
SBA regulations governing the 7(a) 
loan program govern business loans 
made under this program. Under 
CapLines, SBA generally can guarantee 
up to $750,000. 

(b) CapLines proceeds can be used to 
finance the cyclical, recurring, or other 
identifiable short-term operating cap-
ital needs of small businesses. Proceeds 
can be used to create current assets or 

used to provide financing against the 
current assets that already exist. 

BUILDERS LOAN PROGRAM 

§ 120.391 What is the Builders Loan 
Program? 

Under section 7(a)(9) of the Act, SBA 
may make or guarantee loans to fi-
nance small general contractors to 
construct or rehabilitate residential or 
commercial property for resale. This 
program provides an exception under 
specified conditions to the general rule 
against financing investment property. 
‘‘Construct’’ and ‘‘rehabilitate’’ mean 
only work done on-site to the struc-
ture, utility connections and land-
scaping. 

§ 120.392 Who may apply? 

A construction contractor or home- 
builder with a past history of profit-
able construction or rehabilitation 
projects of comparable type and size 
may apply. An applicant may sub-
contract the work. Subcontracts in ex-
cess of $25,000 may require 100 percent 
payment and performance bonds. 

§ 120.393 Are there special application 
requirements? 

(a) An applicant must submit docu-
mentation from: 

(1) A mortgage lender indicating that 
permanent mortgage money is avail-
able to qualified purchasers to buy 
such properties; 

(2) A real estate broker indicating 
that a market exists for the proposed 
building and that it will be compatible 
with its neighborhood; and 

(3) An architect, appraiser or engi-
neer agreeing to make inspections and 
certifications to support interim dis-
bursements. 

(b) The Borrower may substitute a 
letter from a qualified Lender for one 
or more of the letters. 

§ 120.394 What are the eligible uses of 
proceeds? 

A Borrower must use the loan pro-
ceeds solely to acquire, construct or 
substantially rehabilitate an indi-
vidual residential or commercial build-
ing for sale. ‘‘Substantial’’ means reha-
bilitation expenses of more than one- 
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