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close 7(a) loans and service and liq-
uidate such loans in accordance with 
subpart E of this part. SBA gives pri-
ority to applications and servicing ac-
tions submitted by Lenders under this 
program, and will provide expedited 
loan processing or servicing. All other 
rules in this part 120 relating to the op-
erations of Lenders apply to CLP Lend-
ers. 

[61 FR 3235, Jan. 31, 1996; 61 FR 7986, Mar. 1, 
1996, as amended at 72 FR 18360, Apr. 12, 2007] 

§ 120.441 How does a Lender become a 
CLP Lender? 

(a) An SBA field office may nominate 
a Lender or a Lender may request a 
field office to consider it for CLP sta-
tus. SBA district directors may ap-
prove and renew a Lender’s CLP status. 
The district director will consider 
whether the Lender: 

(1) Has the ability to process, close, 
service and liquidate loans; 

(2) Has a satisfactory performance 
history with SBA, including the sub-
mission of complete and accurate loan 
guarantee application packages; 

(3) Has an acceptable SBA purchase 
rate; and 

(4) Has shown the ability to work 
well with the local SBA office. 

(b) If the district director does not 
approve a request for CLP status, the 
Lender may appeal to the D/FA, whose 
decision will be final. If SBA grants 
CLP status, it applies only in the field 
office that processed the CLP designa-
tion. A CLP Lender must execute a 
Supplemental Guarantee Agreement 
that will specify a term not to exceed 
two years. 

PREFERRED LENDERS PROGRAM (PLP) 

§ 120.450 What is the Preferred Lend-
ers Program? 

Under the Preferred Lenders Pro-
gram (PLP), designated Lenders proc-
ess, close, service, and liquidate SBA 
guaranteed loans with reduced require-
ments for documentation to and prior 
approval by SBA. 

§ 120.451 How does a Lender become a 
PLP Lender? 

(a) An SBA field office serving the 
area in which a Lender’s office is lo-
cated can nominate the Lender, or a 

Lender can request a field office to 
consider it for PLP status. The SBA 
field office will forward its rec-
ommendation to an SBA centralized 
loan processing center which will sub-
mit its recommendation and sup-
porting documentation to the appro-
priate Office of Capital Access official 
in accordance with Delegations of Au-
thority for final decision. 

(b) In making its decision, SBA con-
siders whether the Lender: 

(1) Has the required ability to proc-
ess, close, service and liquidate loans; 

(2) Has the ability to develop and 
analyze complete loan packages; and 

(3) Has satisfactory SBA perform-
ance, as determined by SBA in its dis-
cretion. The Lender’s Risk Rating, 
among other factors, will be considered 
in determining satisfactory SBA per-
formance. Other factors may include, 
but are not limited to, on-site review/ 
examination assessments, historical 
performance measures (like default 
rate, purchase rate and loss rate), loan 
volume to the extent that it impacts 
performance measures, and other per-
formance related measurements and 
information (such as contribution to-
ward SBA mission). 

(c) Before it can operate as a PLP 
Lender, the approved Lender must exe-
cute a Supplemental Guarantee Agree-
ment, which will specify a term not to 
exceed two years. 

(d) When a PLP’s Supplemental 
Guarantee Agreement expires, SBA 
may recertify it as a PLP Lender for 
an additional term not to exceed two 
years. Prior to recertification, SBA 
will review a PLP Lender’s loans, poli-
cies and procedures. The recertifi-
cation decision is made by the appro-
priate Office of Capital Access official 
in accordance with Delegations of Au-
thority and is final. 

(e) When a PLP Lender’s Supple-
mental Guaranty Agreement expires, 
SBA may recertify the Lender as a 
PLP Lender for an additional term not 
to exceed two years. Prior to recertifi-
cation, SBA will review a PLP Lender’s 
loans, policies, procedures, SBA per-
formance, Risk Rating, review or ex-
amination results, and other risk re-
lated information as determined by 
SBA. 
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(f) A PLP Lender may request an ex-
pansion of the territory in which it can 
process PLP loans by submitting its re-
quest to a loan processing center. The 
center will obtain the recommendation 
of each SBA office in the area into 
which the PLP Lender would like to 
expand its PLP operations. The center 
will forward the recommendations to 
the D/FA for final decision. If a PLP 
Lender is not a CLP Lender in a terri-
tory into which it seeks to expand its 
PLP status, it automatically obtains 
CLP status in that territory when it is 
granted PLP status for the territory. 

[64 FR 6507–6509, Feb. 10, 1999, as amended at 
73 FR 75511, Dec. 11, 2008] 

§ 120.452 What are the requirements of 
PLP loan processing? 

(a) Subparts A and B of this part gov-
ern the making of PLP loans, except 
for the following: 

(1) Certain types of businesses, loans, 
and loan programs are not eligible for 
PLP, as detailed in published SBA pol-
icy and procedures. 

(2) A Lender may not make a PLP 
business loan which reduces its exist-
ing credit exposure for any Borrower, 
except in cases where an interim 
loan(s) has been made for other than 
real estate construction purposes to 
the Borrower which was approved by 
the Lender within 90 days of receipt of 
the issuance fo a subsequent PLP loan 
number. 

(3) SBA will not guarantee more than 
the specified statutory percentage of 
any PLP loan. 

(b) A PLP Lender notifies SBA of its 
approval of a PLP loan by submitting 
to SBA’s loan processing center appro-
priate documentation signed by two of 
the PLP’s authorized representatives. 
SBA will attach the SBA guarantee 
and notify the PLP Lender of the SBA 
loan number (if it does not identify a 
problem with eligibility, and funds are 
available). 

(c) The PLP Lender is responsible for 
all PLP loan decisions regarding eligi-
bility (including size) and creditworthi-
ness. The PLP Lender is also respon-
sible for confirming that all PLP loan 
closing decisions are correct, and that 
it has complied with all requirements 
of law and SBA regulations. 

§ 120.453 Responsibilities of PLP Lend-
ers for servicing and liquidating 
7(a) loans. 

Servicing and Liquidation respon-
sibilities for PLP Lenders are set forth 
in subpart E of this part. 

[72 FR 18360, Apr. 12, 2007] 

SBA SUPERVISED LENDERS 

§ 120.460 What are SBA’s additional re-
quirements for SBA Supervised 
Lenders? 

(a) In general. In addition to com-
plying with SBA’s requirements for 
SBA Lenders, an SBA Supervised Lend-
er must meet the additional require-
ments set forth in this regulation and 
the SBA Supervised Lender regulations 
that follow. 

(b) Operations and internal controls. 
Each SBA Supervised Lender’s board of 
directors (or management, if the SBA 
Supervised Lender is a division of an-
other company and does not have its 
own board of directors) must adopt an 
internal control policy which provides 
adequate direction to the institution in 
establishing effective control over and 
accountability for operations, pro-
grams, and resources. The internal con-
trol policy must, at a minimum: 

(1) Direct management to assign re-
sponsibility for the internal control 
function (covering financial, credit, 
credit review, collateral, and adminis-
trative matters) to an officer or offi-
cers of the SBA Supervised Lender; 

(2) Adopt and set forth procedures for 
maintenance and periodic review of the 
internal control function; and 

(3) Direct the operation of a program 
to review and assess the SBA Super-
vised Lender’s assets. The asset review 
program policies must specify the fol-
lowing: 

(i) Loan, loan-related asset, and ap-
praisal review standards, including 
standards for scope of selection for re-
view (of any such loan, loan-related 
asset or appraisal) and standards for 
work papers and supporting docu-
mentation; 

(ii) Asset quality classification 
standards consistent with the stand-
ardized classification systems used by 
the Federal Financial Institution Reg-
ulators; 
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