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§ 127.505 May a non-manufacturer sub-
mit an offer on an EDWOSB or 
WOSB requirement for supplies? 

An EDWOSB or WOSB that is a non- 
manufacturer, as defined in § 121.406(b) 
of this chapter, may submit an offer on 
an EDWOSB or WOSB contract for sup-
plies, if it meets the requirements 
under the non-manufacturer rule set 
forth in § 121.406(b). 

§ 127.506 May a joint venture submit 
an offer on an EDWOSB or WOSB 
requirement? 

A joint venture may submit an offer 
on an EDWOSB or WOSB contract if 
the joint venture meets all of the fol-
lowing requirements: 

(a) Except as provided in 
§ 121.103(h)(3) of this chapter, the com-
bined annual receipts or employees of 
the concerns entering into the joint 
venture must meet the applicable size 
standard corresponding to the NAICS 
code assigned to the contract; 

(b) The EDWOSB or WOSB partici-
pant of the joint venture must be des-
ignated on the CCR and the ORCA as 
an EDWOSB or WOSB; 

(c) The EDWOSB or WOSB must be 
the managing venturer of the joint 
venture, and an employee of the man-
aging venturer must be the project 
manager responsible for the perform-
ance of the contract; 

(d) The joint venture must perform 
the applicable percentage of work re-
quired of the EDWOSB or WOSB 
offerors in accordance with § 125.6 of 
this chapter (limitations on subcon-
tracting rule); and 

(e) The EDWOSB or WOSB venturer 
must perform a significant portion of 
the contract. 

Subpart F—Protests 

§ 127.600 Who may protest the status 
of a concern as an EDWOSB or 
WOSB? 

An interested party may protest the 
EDWOSB or WOSB status of an appar-
ent successful offeror on an EDWOSB 
or WOSB contract. Any other party or 
individual may submit information to 
the contracting officer or SBA in an ef-
fort to persuade them to initiate a pro-
test or to persuade SBA to conduct an 

examination pursuant to subpart D of 
this part. 

§ 127.601 May a protest challenging 
the size and status of a concern as 
an EDWOSB or WOSB be filed to-
gether? 

An interested party seeking to pro-
test both the size and the EDWOSB or 
WOSB status of an apparent successful 
offeror on an EDWOSB or WOSB re-
quirement must file two separate pro-
tests, one size protest pursuant to part 
121 of this chapter and one EDWOSB or 
WOSB status protest pursuant to this 
subpart. An interested party seeking to 
protest only the size of an apparent 
successful EDWOSB or WOSB offeror 
must file a size protest to the con-
tracting officer pursuant to part 121 of 
this chapter. 

§ 127.602 What are the grounds for fil-
ing an EDWOSB or WOSB status 
protest? 

SBA will consider a protest chal-
lenging the status of a concern as an 
EDWOSB or WOSB if the protest pre-
sents credible evidence that the con-
cern is not owned and controlled by 
one or more women who are United 
States citizens and, if the protest is in 
connection with an EDWOSB contract, 
that the concern is not at least 51% 
owned and controlled by one or more 
women who are economically disadvan-
taged. 

§ 127.603 What are the requirements 
for filing an EDWOSB or WOSB pro-
test? 

(a) Format. Protests must be in writ-
ing and must specify all the grounds 
upon which the protest is based. A pro-
test merely asserting that the pro-
tested concern is not an eligible 
EDWOSB or WOSB, without setting 
forth specific facts or allegations, is in-
sufficient. 

(b) Filing. Protestors may deliver 
their written protests in person, by fac-
simile, by express delivery service, or 
by U.S. mail (postmarked within the 
applicable time period) to the fol-
lowing: 

(1) To the contracting officer, if the 
protestor is an offeror for the specific 
contract; or 
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(2) To the D/GC, if the protest is ini-
tiated by the contracting officer or 
SBA. 

(c) Timeliness. (1) For negotiated ac-
quisitions, an interested party must 
submit its protest by the close of busi-
ness on the fifth business day after no-
tification by the contracting officer of 
the apparent successful offeror or noti-
fication of award. 

(2) For sealed bid acquisitions, an in-
terested party must submit its protest 
by close of business on the fifth busi-
ness day after bid opening. 

(3) Any protest submitted after the 
time limits is untimely, unless it is 
from SBA or the contracting officer. A 
contracting officer or SBA may file an 
EDWOSB or WOSB protest at any time 
after bid opening or notification of in-
tended awardee, whichever applies. 

(4) Any protest received prior to bid 
opening or notification of intended 
awardee, whichever applies, is pre-
mature. 

(5) A timely filed protest applies to 
the procurement in question even if 
filed after award. 

(d) Referral to SBA. The contracting 
officer must forward to SBA any pro-
test received, notwithstanding whether 
he or she believes it is premature, suffi-
ciently specific, or timely. The con-
tracting officer must send all protests, 
along with a referral letter, directly to 
the Director for Government Con-
tracting, U.S. Small Business Adminis-
tration, 409 Third Street, SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20416, or by fax to (202) 205– 
6390, Attn: Women-Owned Small Busi-
ness Status Protest. The contracting 
officer’s referral letter must include in-
formation pertaining to the solicita-
tion that may be necessary for SBA to 
determine timeliness and standing, in-
cluding: The solicitation number; the 
name, address, telephone number and 
facsimile number of the contracting of-
ficer; whether the protestor submitted 
an offer; whether the protested concern 
was the apparent successful offeror; 
when the protested concern submitted 
its offer; whether the procurement was 
conducted using sealed bid or nego-
tiated procedures; the bid opening date, 
if applicable; when the protest was sub-
mitted to the contracting officer; when 
the protestor received notification 
about the apparent successful offeror, 

if applicable; and whether a contract 
has been awarded. The D/GC or des-
ignee will decide the merits of 
EDWOSB or WOSB status protests. 

§ 127.604 How will SBA process an 
EDWOSB or WOSB status protest? 

(a) Notice of receipt of protest. Upon re-
ceipt of the protest, SBA will notify 
the contracting officer and the 
protestor of the date SBA received the 
protest and whether SBA will process 
the protest or dismiss it under para-
graph (b) of this section. 

(b) Dismissal of protest. If SBA deter-
mines that the protest is premature, 
untimely, nonspecific, or is based on 
nonprotestable allegations, SBA will 
dismiss the protest and will send the 
contracting officer and the protestor a 
notice of dismissal, citing the reason(s) 
for the dismissal. Notwithstanding 
SBA’s dismissal of the protest, SBA 
may, in its sole discretion, consider the 
protest allegations in determining 
whether to conduct an examination of 
the protested concern pursuant to sub-
part D of this part. 

(c) Notice to protested concern. If SBA 
determines that the protest is timely, 
sufficiently specific and is based upon 
protestable allegations, SBA will: 

(1) Notify the protested concern of 
the protest and of its right to submit 
information responding to the protest 
within five business days from the date 
of the notice; and 

(2) Forward a copy of the protest to 
the protested concern. 

(d) Time period for determination. SBA 
will determine the EDWOSB or WOSB 
status of the protested concern within 
15 business days after receipt of the 
protest, or within any extension of that 
time that the contracting officer may 
grant SBA. If SBA does not issue its 
determination within the 15-day pe-
riod, the contracting officer may award 
the contract, unless the contracting of-
ficer has granted SBA an extension. 
The contracting officer may award the 
contract or begin performance after re-
ceipt of a protest if the contracting of-
ficer determines in writing that an 
award must be made to protect the 
public interest. 

(e) Notification of determination. SBA 
will notify the contracting officer, the 
protestor, and the protested concern in 
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