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Economic Development Administration, Commerce § 314.2 

PART 314—PROPERTY 

Subpart A—General 
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AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 3211; Department of 
Commerce Organization Order 10–4. 

SOURCE: 71 FR 56675, Sept. 27, 2006, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 314.1 Definitions. 

In addition to the defined terms set 
forth in § 300.3 of this chapter, the fol-
lowing terms shall have the following 
meanings: 

Adequate Consideration means the fair 
market value at the time of sale or 
lease of any Property, as adjusted, in 
EDA’s sole discretion, by any services, 
property exchanges, contractual com-
mitments, acts of forbearance or other 
considerations that are in furtherance 
of the authorized purposes of the In-
vestment Assistance, which are re-
ceived by the Recipient or Owner in ex-
change for such Property. 

Disposition or Dispose means the sale, 
lease, abandonment or other disposi-
tion of any Property and also includes 
the Unauthorized Use of such Property. 

Estimated Useful Life, as used in this 
part, means the period of years that 
constitutes the expected useful lifespan 
of a Project, as determined by EDA, 
during which EDA anticipates obtain-
ing the economic development benefits 
of its Investment. 

Federal Interest has the definition as-
cribed to it in § 314.2(a). 

Federal Share has the definition as-
cribed to it in § 314.5. 

Owner means a fee owner, transferee, 
lessee or optionee of any Property. The 
term Owner also includes the holder of 
other interests in a Property where the 
interests are such that the holder effec-
tively controls the use of such Prop-
erty. 

Personal Property means all tangible 
and intangible property other than 
Real Property. 

Property means Real Property, Per-
sonal Property and mixed property. 

Real Property means any land, wheth-
er raw or improved, and includes struc-
tures, fixtures, appurtenances and 
other permanent improvements, ex-
cluding moveable machinery and 
equipment. Real Property includes 
land that is improved by the construc-
tion of Project infrastructure such as, 
but not limited to, roads, sewers and 
water lines that are not situated on or 
under the land, where the infrastruc-
ture contributes to the value of such 
land as a specific purpose of the 
Project. 

Successor Recipient means an EDA-ap-
proved transferee of Property pursuant 
to § 314.3(d). A Successor Recipient 
must be an Eligible Recipient of In-
vestment Assistance. 

Unauthorized Use means any use of 
Property acquired or improved in 
whole or in part for purposes not au-
thorized by EDA Investment Assist-
ance, PWEDA or this chapter, as set 
forth in § 314.4. 

§ 314.2 Federal Interest. 
(a) Property that is acquired or im-

proved, in whole or in part, with In-
vestment Assistance shall be held in 
trust by the Recipient for the benefit 
of the Project for the Estimated Useful 
Life of the Project, during which period 
EDA retains an undivided equitable re-
versionary interest in the Property 
(the ‘‘Federal Interest’’). The Federal 
Interest secures compliance with mat-
ters such as the purpose, scope and use 
of a Project and is often reflected by a 
recorded lien, statement or other re-
cordable instrument setting forth 
EDA’s Property interest in a Project 
(e.g., a mortgage, covenant, or other 
statement of EDA’s Real Property in-
terest in the case of a Project involving 
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the acquisition, construction or im-
provement of a building. See § 314.8.) 

(b) When the Federal government is 
fully compensated for the Federal 
Share of Property acquired or im-
proved, in whole or in part, with In-
vestment Assistance, the Federal In-
terest is extinguished and the Federal 
government has no further interest in 
the Property. 

§ 314.3 Authorized Use of Property. 
(a) The Recipient or Owner must use 

any Property acquired or improved in 
whole or in part with Investment As-
sistance only for the authorized pur-
pose of the Project and such Property 
must not be Disposed of or encumbered 
without EDA’s prior written authoriza-
tion. 

(b) Where EDA and the Recipient de-
termine that Property acquired or im-
proved in whole or in part with Invest-
ment Assistance is no longer needed for 
the original purpose of the Investment 
Assistance, EDA, in its sole discretion, 
may approve the use of such Property 
in other Federal grant programs or in 
programs that have purposes con-
sistent with those authorized by 
PWEDA and by this chapter. 

(c) Where EDA determines that the 
authorized purpose of the Investment 
Assistance is to develop Real Property 
to be leased or sold, such sale or lease 
is permitted provided it is for Adequate 
Consideration and the sale is con-
sistent with the authorized purpose of 
the Investment Assistance and with all 
applicable Investment Assistance re-
quirements including but not limited 
to nondiscrimination and environ-
mental compliance. 

(d) EDA, in its sole discretion, may 
approve the transfer of any Property 
from a Recipient to a Successor Recipi-
ent (or from one Successor Recipient to 
another Successor Recipient). The Re-
cipient will remain responsible for 
complying with the rules of this part 
and the terms and conditions of the In-
vestment Assistance for the period in 
which it is the Recipient. Thereafter, 
the Successor Recipient must comply 
with the rules of this part and with the 
same terms and conditions as were ap-
plicable to the Recipient (unless such 
terms and conditions are otherwise 
amended by EDA). The same rules 

apply to EDA-approved transfers of 
Property between Successor Recipi-
ents. 

(e) When acquiring replacement Per-
sonal Property of equal or greater 
value than Personal Property origi-
nally acquired with Investment Assist-
ance, the Recipient may, with EDA’s 
approval, trade in such Personal Prop-
erty originally acquired or sell the 
original Personal Property and use the 
proceeds for the acquisition of the re-
placement Personal Property; provided 
that the replacement Personal Prop-
erty is for use in the Project. The re-
placement Personal Property is subject 
to the same requirements as the origi-
nal Personal Property. In extraor-
dinary and compelling circumstances, 
the Assistant Secretary may approve 
the replacement of Real Property used 
in a Project. 

(f) With EDA’s prior written ap-
proval, a Recipient may undertake an 
incidental use of Property that does 
not interfere with the scope of the 
Project or the economic purpose for 
which the Investment was made; pro-
vided that the Recipient is in compli-
ance with applicable law and the terms 
and conditions of the Investment As-
sistance, and the incidental use of the 
Property will not violate the terms and 
conditions of the Investment Assist-
ance or otherwise adversely affect the 
economic useful life of the Property. 
Eligible Applicants and Recipients 
should contact the appropriate re-
gional office (whose contact informa-
tion is available via the Internet at 
http://www.eda.gov) for guidelines on 
obtaining approval for incidental use of 
Property under this section. 

§ 314.4 Unauthorized Use of Property. 
(a) Except as provided in §§ 314.3 (re-

garding the authorized use of Property) 
or 314.10 (regarding the release of 
EDA’s interest in certain Property), or 
as otherwise authorized by EDA, the 
Federal government must be com-
pensated by the Recipient for the Fed-
eral Share whenever, during the Esti-
mated Useful Life of the Project, any 
Property acquired or improved in 
whole or in part with Investment As-
sistance is Disposed of, encumbered, or 
no longer used for the purpose of the 
Project; provided that for equipment 
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