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the launch vehicle has a land or water 
impact. These procedures must include 
the following provisions: 

(1) Evacuation and rescue of members 
of the public, to include modeling the 
dispersion and movement of toxic 
plumes, identification of areas at risk, 
and communication with local govern-
ment authorities; 

(2) Extinguishing fires; 
(3) Securing impact areas to ensure 

that personnel and the public are evac-
uated, and ensure that no unauthorized 
personnel or members of the public 
enter, and to preserve evidence; and 

(4) Ensuring public safety from haz-
ardous debris, such as plans for recov-
ery and salvage of launch vehicle de-
bris and safe disposal of hazardous ma-
terials. 

§ 417.417 Propellants and explosives. 
(a) A launch operator must comply 

with the explosive safety criteria in 
part 420 of this chapter. 

(b) A launch operator must ensure 
that: 

(1) The explosive site plan satisfies 
part 420 of this chapter; 

(2) Only those explosive facilities and 
launch points addressed in the explo-
sive site plan are used and only for 
their intended purpose; and 

(3) The total net explosive weight for 
each explosive hazard facility and 
launch point must not exceed the max-
imum net explosive weight limit indi-
cated on the explosive site plan for 
each location. 

(c) A launch operator must establish, 
maintain, and perform procedures that 
ensure public safety for the receipt, 
storage, handling, inspection, test, and 
disposal of explosives. 

(d) A launch operator must establish 
and maintain each procedural system 
control to prevent inadvertent initi-
ation of propellants and explosives. 
These controls must include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Protect ordnance systems from 
stray energy through methods of bond-
ing, grounding, and shielding, and con-
trolling radio frequency radiation 
sources in a radio frequency radiation 
exclusion area. A launch operator must 
determine the vulnerability of its 
electro-explosive devices and systems 
to radio frequency radiation and estab-

lish radio frequency radiation power 
limits or radio frequency radiation ex-
clusion areas as required by the launch 
site operator or to ensure safety. 

(2) Keep ordnance safety devices, as 
required by § 417.409, in place until the 
launch complex is cleared as part of 
the final launch countdown. No mem-
bers of the public may re-enter the 
complex until each safety device is re- 
established. 

(3) Do not allow heat and spark or 
flame producing devices in an explosive 
or propellant facility without written 
approval and oversight from a launch 
operator’s safety organization. 

(4) Do not allow static producing ma-
terials in close proximity to solid or 
liquid propellants, electro-explosive de-
vices, or systems containing flammable 
liquids. 

(5) Use fire safety measures includ-
ing: 

(i) Elimination or reduction of flam-
mable and combustible materials; 

(ii) Elimination or reduction of igni-
tion sources; 

(iii) Fire and smoke detection sys-
tems; 

(iv) Safe means of egress; and 
(v) Timely fire suppression response. 
(6) Include lightning protection on 

each facility used to store or process 
explosives to prevent inadvertent initi-
ation of propellants and explosives due 
to lightning unless the facility com-
plies with the lightning protection cri-
teria of § 420.71 of this part. 

(e) A launch operator, in the event of 
an emergency, must perform the acci-
dent investigation plan as defined in 
§ 417.111(h). 

APPENDIX A TO PART 417—FLIGHT SAFE-
TY ANALYSIS METHODOLOGIES AND 
PRODUCTS FOR A LAUNCH VEHICLE 
FLOWN WITH A FLIGHT SAFETY SYS-
TEM 

A417.1 SCOPE 

The requirements of this appendix apply to 
the methods for performing the flight safety 
analysis required by § 417.107(f) and subpart C 
of this part. The methodologies contained in 
this appendix provide an acceptable means of 
satisfying the requirements of subpart C and 
provide a standard and a measure of fidelity 
against which the FAA will measure any 
proposed alternative analysis approach. This 
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