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14 CFR Ch. V (1–1–10 Edition) § 1261.604 

§ 1261.604 Nonwaiver of rights by in-
voluntary setoff. 

The employee’s involuntary payment 
of all or any portion of the debt, being 
collected under this subpart, must not 
be construed as a waiver of any rights 
which the employee may have under an 
existing written contract applicable to 
the specific debt or under any other 
pertinent statutory authority for the 
collection of claims of the United 
States or the agency. 

§ 1261.605 Refunds. 
(a) NASA will promptly refund to the 

employee amounts paid or deducted 
under this subpart when: 

(1) A debt is waived or otherwise 
found not owing the United States (un-
less expressly prohibited by statute or 
regulation); or 

(2) The employee’s paying agency is 
directed by an administrative or judi-
cial order to refund amounts deducted 
from his or her current pay. 

(b) Refunds are not to bear any inter-
est unless the law applicable to that 
particular debt specifically requires or 
permits a stated interest amount on re-
funds. 

§ 1261.606 Salary offset request by a 
creditor agency other than NASA 
(the current paying agency). 

(a) Format of the request. Upon com-
pletion of the procedures established 
by the creditor agency under 5 U.S.C. 
5514, the creditor agency must: 

(1) Certify, in writing, that the em-
ployee owes the debt, the amount and 
basis of the debt, the date on which 
payment(s) is/are due, the date the 
Government’s right to collect the debt 
first accrued, and that the creditor 
agency’s regulations implementing 5 
U.S.C. 5514 have been approved by 
OPM; 

(2) If the collection must be made in 
installments, the creditor agency must 
also advise NASA of the number of in-
stallments to be collected, the amount 
of each installment, and the com-
mencing date of the first installment, 
if a date other than the next officially 
established pay period is required; and 

(3) Unless the employee has con-
sented to the salary offset in writing or 
signed a statement acknowledging re-
ceipt of the required procedures and 

the writing or statement is attached to 
the debt claim request, the creditor 
agency must also indicate the action(s) 
taken under 5 U.S.C. 5514(a)(2) and give 
the date(s) the action(s) was/were 
taken. 

(b) Limitation period. The creditor 
agency may not initiate offset to col-
lect a debt more than 10 years after the 
Government’s right to collect the debt 
first accrued, except as provided in 14 
CFR 1261.506, which implements 4 CFR 
102.3(b)(3). 

(c) Employees who are separating or 
have separated—(1) Employees who are in 
the process of separating. If the em-
ployee is in the process of separating, 
the creditor agency must submit its 
debt claim to the employee’s paying 
agency for collection as provided in 5 
CFR 550.1104(1) of the OPM regulations 
(14 CFR 1261.603(f)) for ‘‘liquidation 
from final check.’’ NASA must then 
certify the total amount of its collec-
tion and notify the creditor agency and 
the employee as provided in paragraph 
(c)(3) of this section. If NASA is aware 
that the employee is entitled to pay-
ments from the Civil Service Retire-
ment and Disability Fund, or other 
similar payments, it should notify the 
creditor agency and forward the copy 
of the debt claim and certification to 
the agency responsible for making such 
payments as notice that a debt is out-
standing. However, the creditor agen-
cy, not NASA, must submit a properly 
certified claim to the agency respon-
sible for making such payments before 
collection can be made. 

(2) Employees who have already sepa-
rated. If the employee is already sepa-
rated and all payments due from NASA 
have been paid, NASA must return the 
claim to the creditor agency for any 
further collection, indicating the em-
ployee’s date of separation and the cur-
rent employment and mailing ad-
dress(es), if known. 

(3) Employee who transfers from 
NASA to another Federal agency. 

(i) Certification of amount collected. If, 
after the creditor agency has sub-
mitted the debt claim to NASA, the 
employee transfers to another Federal 
agency before the debt is collected in 
full, NASA must then certify the total 
amount of the collection made on the 
debt. A copy of the certification should 
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