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Any new matter raised in an answer 
will be deemed controverted. 

(e) A response to an answer will be 
called a reply. A short reply restricted 
to new matters raised in the answer 
may be served within 15 days after 
service of an answer. The Judge has 
discretion to dispense with the reply. 
No further responses are permitted. 

§ 904.207 Amendment of pleading or 
record. 

(a) A party may amend its pleading 
as a matter of course at least 20 days 
prior to a hearing. Within 20 days prior 
to a hearing a party may amend its 
pleading only by leave of the Judge or 
by written consent of the adverse 
party; leave shall be freely given when 
justice so requires. A party shall plead 
in response to an amended pleading 
within the time remaining for response 
to the original pleading or within 10 
days after service of the amended 
pleading, whichever period is longer, 
unless the Judge otherwise orders. 

(b) The Judge, upon his or her own 
initiative or upon application by a 
party, may order a party to make a 
more definite statement of any plead-
ing. 

(c) Harmless errors in pleadings or 
elsewhere in the record may be cor-
rected (by deletion or substitution of 
words or figures), and broad discretion 
will be exercised by the Judge in per-
mitting such corrections. 

§ 904.208 Extensions of time. 
If appropriate and justified, the 

Judge may grant any request for an ex-
tension of time. Requests for exten-
sions of time must, except in extraor-
dinary circumstances, be made in writ-
ing. 

§ 904.209 Expedited administrative 
proceedings. 

In the interests of justice and admin-
istrative efficiency, the Judge, on his 
or her own initiative or upon the appli-
cation of any party, may expedite the 
administrative proceeding. A motion 
by a party to expedite the administra-
tive proceeding may, at the discretion 
of the Judge, be made orally or in writ-
ing with concurrent actual notice to 
all parties. Upon granting a motion to 
expedite the scheduling of an adminis-

trative proceeding, the Judge may ex-
pedite pleading schedules, prehearing 
conferences and the hearing, as appro-
priate. If a motion for an expedited ad-
ministrative proceeding is granted, a 
hearing on the merits may not be 
scheduled with less than 5 business 
days notice, unless all parties consent 
to an earlier hearing. 

§ 904.210 Summary decision. 
The Judge may render a summary de-

cision disposing of all or part of the ad-
ministrative proceeding if: 

(a) Jointly requested by every party 
to the administrative proceeding; and 

(b) There is no genuine issue as to 
any material fact and a party is enti-
tled to summary decision as a matter 
of law. 

§ 904.211 Failure to appear. 
(a) If, after proper service of notice, 

any party appears at the hearing and 
an opposing party fails to appear, the 
Judge is authorized to: 

(1) Dismiss the case with prejudice, 
where the Agency is a non-appearing 
party; or 

(2) Where the respondents have failed 
to appear, find the facts as alleged in 
the NOVA, NOPS and/or NIDP and 
enter a default judgment against the 
respondents. 

(b) Following an order of default 
judgment, a non-appearing party may 
file a petition for reconsideration, in 
accordance with § 904.272. Only peti-
tions citing reasons for non-appear-
ance, as opposed to arguing the merits 
of the case, will be considered. 

(c) The Judge will place in the record 
all the facts concerning the issuance 
and service of the notice of time and 
place of hearing. 

(d) The Judge may deem a failure of 
a party to appear after proper notice a 
waiver of any right to a hearing and 
consent to the making of a decision on 
the record. 

(e) Failure to appear at a hearing 
shall not be deemed to be a waiver of 
the right to be served with a copy of 
the Judge’s decision. 

§ 904.212 Failure to prosecute or de-
fend. 

(a) Whenever the record discloses the 
failure of any party to file documents, 
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