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Consumer Product Safety Commission § 1500.87 

stick with the compression disk posi-
tioned so that the plane of the disk 
contact surface is perpendicular to the 
long axis of the dive stick. 

(C) Apply the load for a period of 40 
seconds or until the maximum recorded 
force exceeds 5-lbf [22 N]. 

(D) Record the maximum force that 
was measured during the test. 

(b) [Reserved] 
(9) Boston Billow Nursing Pillow and 

substantially similar nursing pillows 
that are designed to be used only as a 
nursing aide for breastfeeding mothers. 
For example, are tubular in form, C- or 
crescent-shaped to fit around a nursing 
mother’s waist, round in circumference 
and filled with granular material. 

[38 FR 27012, Sept. 27, 1973, as amended at 53 
FR 46839, Nov. 18, 1988; 59 FR 9076, 9077, Feb. 
25, 1994; 66 FR 13651, Mar. 7, 2001; 68 FR 70140, 
Dec. 17, 2003; 73 FR 77495, Dec. 19, 2008] 

§ 1500.87 Children’s products con-
taining lead: inaccessible compo-
nent parts. 

(a) The Consumer Product Safety Im-
provement Act (CPSIA) provides for 
specific lead limits in children’s prod-
ucts. Section 101(a) of the CPSIA pro-
vides that by February 10, 2009, prod-
ucts designed or intended primarily for 
children 12 and younger may not con-
tain more than 600 ppm of lead. After 
August 14, 2009, products designed or 
intended primarily for children 12 and 
younger cannot contain more than 300 
ppm of lead. On August 14, 2011, the 
limit may be further reduced to 100 
ppm after three years, unless the Com-
mission determines that it is not tech-
nologically feasible to have this lower 
limit. 

(b) Section 101 (b)(2) of the CPSIA 
provides that the lead limits do not 
apply to component parts of a product 
that are not accessible to a child. This 
section specifies that a component part 
is not accessible if it is not physically 
exposed by reason of a sealed covering 
or casing and does not become phys-
ically exposed through reasonably fore-
seeable use and abuse of the product in-
cluding swallowing, mouthing, break-
ing, or other children’s activities, and 
the aging of the product, as determined 
by the Commission. Paint, coatings, or 
electroplating may not be considered 
to be a barrier that would render lead 

in the substrate to be inaccessible to a 
child. 

(c) Section 101(b)(2)(B) of the CPSIA 
directs the Commission to promulgate 
by August 14, 2009, this interpretative 
rule to provide guidance with respect 
to what product components or classes 
of components will be considered to be 
inaccessible. 

(d) The accessibility probes specified 
for sharp points or edges under the 
Commissions’ regulations at 16 CFR 
1500.48–1500.49 will be used to assess the 
accessibility of lead-component parts 
of a children’s product. A lead-con-
taining component part would be con-
sidered accessible if it can be contacted 
by any portion of the specified segment 
of the accessibility probe. A lead-con-
taining component part would be con-
sidered inaccessible if it cannot be con-
tacted by any portion of the specified 
segment of the accessibility probe. 

(e) For products intended for children 
that are 18 months of age or less, the 
use and abuse tests set forth under the 
Commission’s regulations at 16 CFR 
1500.50 and 16 CFR 1500.51 (excluding 
the bite test of § 1500.51(c)), will be used 
to evaluate accessibility of lead-con-
taining component parts of a children’s 
product as a result of normal and rea-
sonably foreseeable use and abuse of 
the product. 

(f) For products intended for children 
that are over 18 months but not over 36 
months of age, the use and abuse tests 
set forth under the Commission’s regu-
lations at 16 CFR 1500.50 and 16 CFR 
1500.52 (excluding the bite test of 
§ 1500.52(c)), will be used to evaluate ac-
cessibility of lead-containing compo-
nent parts of a children’s product as a 
result of normal and reasonably fore-
seeable use and abuse of the product. 

(g) For products intended for children 
that are over 36 months but not over 96 
months of age, the use and abuse tests 
set forth under the Commission’s regu-
lations at 16 CFR 1500.50 and 16 CFR 
1500.53 (excluding the bite test of 
§ 1500.53(c)), will be used to evaluate ac-
cessibility of lead-containing compo-
nent parts of a children’s product as a 
result of normal and reasonably fore-
seeable use and abuse of the product. 

(h) For products intended for chil-
dren over 96 months through 12 years of 
age, the use and abuse tests set forth 
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under the Commission’s regulations at 
16 CFR 1500.50 and 16 CFR 1500.53 (ex-
cluding the bite test of § 1500.53(c)) in-
tended for children aged 37–96 months 
will be used to evaluate accessibility of 
lead-containing component parts of a 
children’s product as a result of normal 
and reasonably foreseeable use and 
abuse of the product. 

(i) A children’s product that is or 
contains a lead-containing part which 
is enclosed, encased, or covered by fab-
ric and passes the appropriate use and 
abuse tests on such covers, is inacces-
sible to a child unless the product or 
part of the product in one dimension is 
smaller than 5 centimeters. 

(j) The intentional disassembly or de-
struction of products by children older 
than age 8 years by means or knowl-
edge not generally available to younger 
children, including use of tools, will 
not be considered in evaluating prod-
ucts for accessibility of lead-con-
taining components. 

[74 FR 39540, Aug. 7, 2009] 

§ 1500.88 Exemptions from lead limits 
under section 101 of the Consumer 
Product Safety Improvement Act 
for certain electronic devices. 

(a) The Consumer Product Safety Im-
provement Act (CPSIA) provides for 
specific lead limits in children’s prod-
ucts. Section 101(a) of the CPSIA pro-
vides that by February 10, 2009, prod-
ucts designed or intended primarily for 
children 12 and younger may not con-
tain more than 600 ppm of lead. After 
August 14, 2009, products designed or 
intended primarily for children 12 and 
younger cannot contain more than 300 
ppm of lead. On August 14, 2011, the 
limit may be further reduced to 100 
ppm, unless the Commission deter-
mines that it is not technologically 
feasible to have this lower limit. Paint, 
coatings or electroplating may not be 
considered a barrier that would make 
the lead content of a product inacces-
sible to a child. 

(b) Section 101(b)(4) of the CPSIA pro-
vides that if the Commission deter-
mines that it is not technologically 
feasible for certain electronic devices 
to comply with the lead limits, the 
Commission must issue requirements 
by regulation to eliminate or minimize 
the potential for exposure to and acces-

sibility of lead in such electronic de-
vices and establish a compliance sched-
ule unless the Commission determines 
that full compliance is not techno-
logically feasible. 

(c) Certain lead-containing compo-
nent parts in children’s electronic de-
vices unable to meet the lead limits set 
forth in paragraph (a) of this section 
due to technological infeasibility are 
granted the exemptions that follow in 
paragraph (d) of this section, provided 
that use of lead is necessary for the 
proper functioning of the component 
part and it is not technologically fea-
sible for the component part to meet 
the lead content limits set forth in 
paragraph (a) of this section. 

(d) Exemptions for lead as used in 
certain component parts in children’s 
electronic devices include: 

(1) Lead blended into the glass of 
cathode ray tubes, electronic compo-
nents and fluorescent tubes. 

(2) Lead used as an alloying element 
in steel. The maximum amount of lead 
shall be less than 0.35% by weight (3500 
ppm). 

(3) Lead used in the manufacture of 
aluminum. The maximum amount of 
lead shall be less than 0.4% by weight 
(4,000 ppm). 

(4) Lead used in copper-based alloys. 
The maximum amount of lead shall be 
less than 4% by weight (40,000 ppm). 

(5) Lead used in lead-bronze bearing 
shells and bushings. 

(6) Lead used in compliant pin con-
nector systems. 

(7) Lead used in optical and filter 
glass. 

(8) Lead oxide in plasma display pan-
els (PDP) and surface conduction elec-
tron emitter displays (SED) used in 
structural elements; notably in the 
front and rear glass dielectric layer, 
the bus electrode, the black stripe, the 
address electrode, the barrier ribs, the 
seal frit and frit ring as well as in print 
pastes. 

(9) Lead oxide in the glass envelope of 
Black Light Blue (BLB) lamps. 

(e) Components of electronic devices 
that are removable or replaceable such 
as battery packs and light bulbs that 
are inaccessible when the product is as-
sembled in functional form or are oth-
erwise granted an exemption are not 
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