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to a Certifying Authority of the coun-

try in which the road vehicle is manu-

factured, if such country is a con-

tracting party to the TIR Convention, 

1975. 

§ 115.63 Application for approval. 
Each application by a manufacturer 

for certification of a road vehicle by 

design type must include: 

(a) Three copies, each no larger than 

3 feet by 4 feet, of the Customs and TIR 

plan; 

(b) Customs and TIR plan number; 

(c) Three copies of the specifications 

which include the following informa-

tion: 

(1) The name and address of the man-

ufacturer and the owner; and 

(2) A description of the road vehicle 

including the: 

(i) Particulars of construction; 

(ii) Dimensions; 

(iii) Construction materials; and 

(iv) Marks and numbers, including 

chassis, engine, and registration num-

bers. 

(d) A statement signed by the manu-

facturer that: 

(1) It will present vehicles of the type 

concerned to the Certifying Authority 

which that Authority may wish to ex-

amine; 

(2) Permit the Certifying Authority 

to examine further units at any time 

during or after the production run; 

(3) Notify the Certifying Authority of 

each change in the design or specifica-

tions before adoption; 

(4) Mark the road vehicles in a visible 

place with the identification number or 

letters of the design type and the serial 

number of the vehicle in the type series 

manufacturer’s number; and 

(5) Keep a record of vehicles manu-

factured according to the design type. 

§ 115.64 Plan review. 
(a) A manufacturer or owner who 

wants road vehicles to be approved by 

design type must submit the plans and 

specifications of the road vehicles to 

the Certifying Authority. 

(b) The Certifying Authority that ex-

amines the plans and specifications 

submitted in accordance with para-

graph (a) of this section shall: 

(1) Approve the plans and specifica-

tions in accordance with the require-

ments of § 115.65 and arrange to inspect 

a road vehicle in accordance with 

§ 115.66; or 

(2) Advise the applicant of any nec-

essary changes to be made for compli-

ance with the requirements of § 115.65. 

(c) If changes in design of the road 

vehicle are made during production but 

after approval of the plans and speci-

fications by the Certifying Authority, 

the manufacturer shall immediately 

notify the Certifying Authority and 

furnish it with ‘‘as-built’’ drawings of 

the road vehicle so that the plans can 

be reviewed and one or more road vehi-

cles inspected during the production 

stage to confirm that they continue to 

comply with the requirements of 

§ 115.65. 

§ 115.65 Technical requirements for 
road vehicles by design type. 

The plans and specifications of a road 

vehicle that are submitted in accord-

ance with the requirements contained 

in § 115.64, and the one or more road ve-

hicles that are inspected in accordance 

with the requirements of § 115.66, must 

comply with the requirements of 

Annex 2 of the Customs Convention on 

the International Transport of Goods 

Under Cover of TIR Carnets (TIR Con-

vention), November 14, 1975 (TIAS). 

Copies of Annex 2 may be obtained 

from the Headquarters, U.S. Customs 

Service, Office of Field Operations, 1300 

Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., Wash-

ington, DC 20229. 

[T.D. 86–92, 51 FR 16161, May 1, 1986, as 

amended by T.D. 99–27, 64 FR 13675, Mar. 22, 

1999] 

§ 115.66 Examination, inspection, and 
testing. 

(a) Before the issuance of a certifi-

cate of approval by design type, the 

Certifying Authority shall: 

(1) Make a physical examination of 

one or more vehicles of the production 

series concerned; 

(2) Assure itself as to the adequacy of 

the manufacturer’s system to control 

quality of materials used, manufac-

turing methods, and finished road vehi-

cles; and 

(3) Require the manufacturer to 

make available to the Certifying Au-

thority records of materials, including 

affidavits furnished by suppliers. 
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(b) The Certifying Authority shall 

conduct such examinations, inspec-

tions, and testing of the production run 

road vehicles as it deems necessary. 

§ 115.67 Approval certificate. 

The holder of the approval certificate 

shall, before using the vehicle for the 

carriage of goods under the cover of a 

TIR Carnet, fill in as may be required 

on the approval certificate: 

(a) The registration number given to 

the vehicle (item No. 1); or 

(b) In the case of a vehicle not sub-

ject to registration, particulars of his 

name and business address (item No. 8). 

(See Annex 4 of the Convention for 

model of certificate of approval.) 

§ 115.68 Termination of approval. 

Any road vehicle whose essential fea-

tures are changed shall no longer be 

covered by the design type approval. 

Such a road vehicle may be made avail-

able to a Certifying Authority for in-

spection and individual approval in ac-

cordance with subpart E of this part. 

However, repairs in kind do not con-

stitute a change of the essential fea-

tures. 

PART 118—CENTRALIZED 
EXAMINATION STATIONS 

Sec. 

118.0 Scope. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

118.1 Definition. 

118.2 Establishment of a CES. 

118.3 Written agreement. 

118.4 Responsibilities of a CES operator. 

118.5 Procedures for changes to a fee sched-

ule. 

Subpart B—Application To Establish a CES 

118.11 Contents of application. 

118.12 Action on application. 

118.13 Notification of selection or nonselec-

tion. 

Subpart C—Termination of a CES 

118.21 Temporary suspension; permanent 

revocation of selection and cancellation 

of agreement to operate a CES. 

118.22 Notice of immediate suspension or 

proposed revocation and cancellation ac-

tion. 

118.23 Appeal to the Assistant Commis-

sioner; procedure; status of CES oper-

ations. 

AUTHORITY: 19 U.S.C. 66, 1499, 1623, 1624; 22 

U.S.C. 401; 31 U.S.C. 5317. 

SOURCE: T.D. 93–6, 58 FR 5604, Jan. 22, 1993, 

unless otherwise noted. 

§ 118.0 Scope. 

This part sets forth regulations pro-

viding for the making of agreements 

between Customs and persons desiring 

to operate a centralized examination 

station (CES). It covers the application 

process, the responsibilities of the per-

son or entity selected to be a CES oper-

ator, the written agreement to operate 

a CES facility, the port director’s dis-

cretion to immediately suspend a CES 

operator’s or entity’s selection and the 

written agreement to operate the CES 

or to propose the permanent revocation 

of a CES operator’s or entity’s selec-

tion and cancellation of the written 

agreement for specified conduct, and 

the appeal procedures to challenge an 

immediate suspension or proposed rev-

ocation and cancellation action. Proce-

dures and requirements for the transfer 

of merchandise to a CES are set forth 

in part 151 of this chapter. 

[T.D. 93–6, 58 FR 5604, Jan. 22, 1993; 58 FR 

6574, Jan. 29, 1993, as amended by T.D. 96–57, 

61 FR 39070, July 26, 1996] 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 118.1 Definition. 

A centralized examination station 

(CES) is a privately operated facility, 

not in the charge of a Customs officer, 

at which merchandise is made avail-

able to Customs officers for physical 

examination. A CES may be estab-

lished in any port or any portion of a 

port, or any other area under the juris-

diction of a port director. To present 

outbound cargo for inspection at a CES 

at a port other than the shipment’s 

designated port of exit, either proof of 

the shipper’s consent to the inspection 

must be furnished or a complete set of 

transportation documents must accom-

pany the shipment to evidence that ex-

portation of the goods is imminent and 
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