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19 CFR Ch. I (4–1–10 Edition) § 162.0 

Section 162.7 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
482; 

Section 162.8 also issued under 9 U.S.C. 
1629; 

Section 162.21 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
482, 1581, 1582, 1602; 

Section 162.22 also issued under 18 U.S.C. 
546; 19 U.S.C. 1459, 1594, 1595a, 1701, 1703–1708; 

Section 162.23 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1595a(c). 

Section 162.32 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1603, 1610; 

Section 162.32 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1603, 1610; 

Section 162.43 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1606, 1608; 

Section 162.44 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1614; 

Section 162.45 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1607, 1608; 

Section 162.45a also issued under 21 U.S.C. 
881; 

Section 162.46 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1609, 1611; 

Section 162.47 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1608; 

Section 162.48 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1606, 1607, 1608, 1612, 1613b, 1618; 

Section 162.49 also issued under 26 U.S.C. 
5688; 

Section 162.50 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1611, 1705; 

Section 162.61 also issued under 21 U.S.C. 
952, 953, 957; 

Section 162.62 also issued under 21 U.S.C. 
952, 956; 

Sections 162.63, 162.64 also issued under 21 
U.S.C. 881, 966; 

Section 162.65 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1584, 21 U.S.C. 960, 961. 

Sections 162.65 and 162.72 also issued under 
19 U.S.C. 1431(b) and 19 U.S.C. 1644. 

Sections 162.91 through 162.96 also issued 
under 18 U.S.C. 983. 

SOURCE: T.D. 72–211, 37 FR 16488, Aug. 15, 
1972, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 162.0 Scope. 
This part contains provisions for the 

inspection, examination, and search of 
persons, vessels, aircraft, vehicles, and 
merchandise involved in importation, 
for the seizure of property, and for the 
forfeiture and sale of seized property. 
It also contains provisions for Customs 
enforcement of the controlled sub-
stances laws. Additional provisions 
concerning records maintenance and 
examination applicable to U.S. import-
ers, exporters and producers under the 
U.S.-Chile Free Trade Agreement, the 
U.S.-Singapore Free Trade Agreement, 
the Dominican Republic-Central Amer-
ica-U.S. Free Trade Agreement, and 

the U.S.-Morocco Free Trade Agree-
ment are contained in Part 10, Sub-
parts H, I, J, and M of this chapter, re-
spectively. 

[T.D. 98–56, 63 FR 32945, June 16, 1998, as 
amended by CBP Dec. 05–07, 70 FR 10884, Mar. 
7, 2005; CBP Dec. 07–81, 72 FR 58522, Oct. 16, 
2007; CBP Dec. 08–22, 73 FR 33691, June 13, 
2008] 

Subpart A—Inspection, 
Examination, and Search 

SOURCE: T.D. 79–159, 44 FR 31970, June 4, 
1979, unless otherwise noted. 

§§ 162.1–162.2 [Reserved] 

§ 162.3 Boarding and search of vessels. 

(a) General authority. A Customs offi-
cer, for the purpose of examining the 
manifest and other documents and pa-
pers and examining, inspecting and 
searching the vessel, may at any time 
go on board: 

(1) Any vessel at any place in the 
United States or within the Customs 
waters of the United States; 

(2) Any American vessel on the high 
seas; 

(3) Any vessel within a Customs-en-
forcement area designated such under 
the provisions of the Anti-Smuggling 
Act (Act of August 5, 1935, as amended, 
49 Stat. 517; 19 U.S.C. 1701, 1703 through 
1711), but Customs officers shall not 
board a foreign vessel upon the high 
seas in contravention of any treaty 
with a foreign government, or in the 
absence of a special arrangement with 
the foreign government concerned. 

(b) Search of army or navy vessel. If 
the port director or special agent in 
charge believes that sufficient grounds 
exist to justify a search of any army or 
navy vessel, the facts shall be reported 
to the commanding officer or master of 
the vessel with a request that he cause 
a full search to be made, and advise the 
port director or special agent in charge 
of the result of such search. If, after 
the cargo has been discharged, pas-
sengers and their baggage landed, and 
the baggage of officers and crew-
members examined and passed, the 
port director or special agent in charge 
believes that sufficient grounds exist 
to justify the continuance of Customs 
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