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connection with any Federal or State 
program for which payments are made 
to providers for similar medical, sur-
gical or hospital services, appliances or 
supplies; 

(b) Been excluded or suspended, or 
has resigned in lieu of exclusion or sus-
pension, from participation in any Fed-
eral or State program referred to in 
paragraph (a) of this section; 

(c) Knowingly made, or caused to be 
made, any false statement or misrepre-
sentation of a material fact in connec-
tion with a determination of the right 
to reimbursement under the FECA, or 
in connection with a request for pay-
ment; 

(d) Submitted, or caused to be sub-
mitted, three or more bills or requests 
for payment within a twelve-month pe-
riod under this subpart containing 
charges which the Director finds to be 
substantially in excess of such pro-
vider’s customary charges, unless the 
Director finds there is good cause for 
the bills or requests containing such 
charges; 

(e) Knowingly failed to timely reim-
burse employees for treatment, serv-
ices or supplies furnished under this 
subpart and paid for by OWCP; 

(f) Failed, neglected or refused on 
three or more occasions during a 12- 
month period to submit full and accu-
rate medical reports, or to respond to 
requests by OWCP for additional re-
ports or information, as required by 
the FECA and § 10.800; 

(g) Knowingly furnished treatment, 
services or supplies which are substan-
tially in excess of the employee’s 
needs, or of a quality which fails to 
meet professionally recognized stand-
ards; or 

(h) Collected or attempted to collect 
from the employee, either directly or 
through a collection agent, an amount 
in excess of the charge allowed by 
OWCP for the procedure performed, and 
has failed or refused to make appro-
priate refund to the employee, or to 
cease such collection attempts, within 
60 days of the date of the decision of 
OWCP. 

§ 10.816 What will cause OWCP to 
automatically exclude a physician 
or other provider of medical serv-
ices and supplies? 

(a) OWCP shall automatically ex-
clude a physician, hospital, or provider 
of medical services or supplies who has 
been convicted of a crime described in 
§ 10.815(a), or has been excluded or sus-
pended, or has resigned in lieu of exclu-
sion or suspension, from participation 
in any program as described in 
§ 10.815(b). 

(b) The exclusion applies to partici-
pating in the program and to seeking 
payment under the FECA for services 
performed after the date of the entry of 
the judgment of conviction or order of 
exclusion, suspension or resignation, as 
the case may be, by the court or agen-
cy concerned. Proof of the conviction, 
exclusion, suspension or resignation 
may consist of a copy thereof authenti-
cated by the seal of the court or agency 
concerned. 

§ 10.817 When are OWCP’s exclusion 
procedures initiated? 

Upon receipt of information indi-
cating that a physician, hospital or 
provider of medical services or supplies 
(hereinafter the provider) has engaged 
in activities enumerated in paragraphs 
(c) through (h) of § 10.815, the Regional 
Director, after completion of inquiries 
he or she deems appropriate, may ini-
tiate procedures to exclude the pro-
vider from participation in the FECA 
program. For the purposes of this sec-
tion, ‘‘Regional Director’’ may include 
any officer designated to act on his or 
her behalf. 

§ 10.818 How is a provider notified of 
OWCP’s intent to exclude him or 
her? 

The Regional Director shall initiate 
the exclusion process by sending the 
provider a letter, by certified mail and 
with return receipt requested, which 
shall contain the following: 

(a) A concise statement of the 
grounds upon which exclusion shall be 
based; 

(b) A summary of the information, 
with supporting documentation, upon 
which the Regional Director has relied 
in reaching an initial decision that ex-
clusion proceedings should begin; 
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(c) An invitation to the provider to: 
(1) Resign voluntarily from participa-

tion in the FECA program without ad-
mitting or denying the allegations pre-
sented in the letter; or 

(2) Request that the decision on ex-
clusion be based upon the existing 
record and any additional documentary 
information the provider may wish to 
furnish; 

(d) A notice of the provider’s right, in 
the event of an adverse ruling by the 
Regional Director, to request a formal 
hearing before an administrative law 
judge; 

(e) A notice that should the provider 
fail to answer (as described in § 10.819) 
the letter of intent within 30 calendar 
days of receipt, the Regional Director 
may deem the allegations made therein 
to be true and may order exclusion of 
the provider without conducting any 
further proceedings; and 

(f) The name and address of the 
OWCP representative who shall be re-
sponsible for receiving the answer from 
the provider. 

§ 10.819 What requirements must the 
provider’s reply and OWCP’s deci-
sion meet? 

(a) The provider’s answer shall be in 
writing and shall include an answer to 
OWCP’s invitation to resign volun-
tarily. If the provider does not offer to 
resign, he or she shall request that a 
determination be made upon the exist-
ing record and any additional informa-
tion provided. 

(b) Should the provider fail to answer 
the letter of intent within 30 calendar 
days of receipt, the Regional Director 
may deem the allegations made therein 
to be true and may order exclusion of 
the provider. 

(c) By arrangement with the official 
representative, the provider may in-
spect or request copies of information 
in the record at any time prior to the 
Regional Director’s decision. 

(d) The Regional Director shall issue 
his or her decision in writing, and shall 
send a copy of the decision to the pro-
vider by certified mail, return receipt 
requested. The decision shall advise the 
provider of his or her right to request, 
within 30 days of the date of the ad-
verse decision, a formal hearing before 
an administrative law judge under the 

procedures set forth in § 10.820. The fil-
ing of a request for a hearing within 
the time specified shall stay the effec-
tiveness of the decision to exclude. 

§ 10.820 How can an excluded provider 
request a hearing? 

A request for a hearing shall be sent 
to the official representative named 
under § 10.818(f) and shall contain: 

(a) A concise notice of the issues on 
which the provider desires to give evi-
dence at the hearing; 

(b) Any request for a more definite 
statement by OWCP; 

(c) Any request for the presentation 
of oral argument or evidence; and 

(d) Any request for a certification of 
questions concerning professional med-
ical standards, medical ethics or med-
ical regulation for an advisory opinion 
from a competent recognized profes-
sional organization or Federal, State 
or local regulatory body. 

§ 10.821 How are hearings assigned 
and scheduled? 

(a) If the designated OWCP represent-
ative receives a timely request for 
hearing, the OWCP representative shall 
refer the matter to the Chief Adminis-
trative Law Judge of the Department 
of Labor, who shall assign it for an ex-
pedited hearing. The administrative 
law judge assigned to the matter shall 
consider the request for hearing, act on 
all requests therein, and issue a Notice 
of Hearing and Hearing Schedule for 
the conduct of the hearing. A copy of 
the hearing notice shall be served on 
the provider by certified mail, return 
receipt requested. The Notice of Hear-
ing and Hearing Schedule shall include: 

(1) A ruling on each item raised in 
the request for hearing; 

(2) A schedule for the prompt disposi-
tion of all preliminary matters, includ-
ing requests for more definite state-
ments and for the certification of ques-
tions to advisory bodies; and 

(3) A scheduled hearing date not less 
than 30 days after the date the sched-
ule is issued, and not less than 15 days 
after the scheduled conclusion of pre-
liminary matters, provided that the 
specific time and place of the hearing 
may be set on 10 days’ notice. 

(b) The purpose of the designation of 
issues is to provide for an effective 
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