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20 CFR Ch. VI (4–1–10 Edition) § 702.113 

§ 702.113 Inspection of records of the 
OWCP. 

Any party in interest may be per-
mitted to examine the record of the 
case in which he is interested. The offi-
cial custodian of the record sought to 
be inspected shall permit or deny in-
spection in accordance with the De-
partment of Labor’s regulations per-
taining thereto (see 29 CFR part 70). 
The original record in any such case 
shall not be removed from the office of 
the custodian for such inspection. The 
custodian may, in his discretion, deny 
inspection of any record or part thereof 
which is of a character specified in 5 
U.S.C. 552(b) if in his opinion such in-
spection may result in damage, harm, 
or harassment to the beneficiary or to 
any other person. For special provi-
sions concerning release of information 
regarding injured employees under-
going vocational rehabilitation, see 
§ 702.508. 

§ 702.114 Copying of records of OWCP. 
Any party in interest may request 

copies of records he has been permitted 
to inspect. Such requests shall be ad-
dressed to the official custodian of the 
records sought to be copied. The offi-
cial custodian shall provide the re-
quested copies under the terms and 
conditions specified in the Department 
of Labor’s regulations relating thereto 
(see 29 CFR part 70). 

FORMS 

§ 702.121 Forms. 
The Director may from time to time 

prescribe, and require the use of, forms 
for the reporting of any information re-
quired to be reported by the regula-
tions in this subchapter, or by the Act 
or any of its extensions. 

REPRESENTATION 

§ 702.131 Representation of parties in 
interest. 

(a) Claimants, employers and insur-
ance carriers may be represented in 
any proceeding under the Act by an at-
torney or other person previously au-
thorized in writing by such claimant, 
employer or carrier to so act. 

(b) The Secretary shall annually pub-
lish a list of individuals who are dis-

qualified from representing claimants 
under the Act. Individuals on this list 
are not authorized to represent claim-
ants under the Act subject to the pro-
vision of section 31(b)(2)(C) of the Act, 
33 U.S.C. 931(b)(2)(C), and they shall not 
have their representation fee approved 
as provided in section 28(e), 33 U.S.C. 
928(e). 

(c) Individuals shall be included on 
the list mentioned in (b) if the Sec-
retary determines, after proceedings 
under §§ 702.432(b) through 702.434, that 
such individual: 

(1) Has been convicted (without re-
gard to pending appeal) of any crime in 
connection with the representation of a 
claimant under this Act or any work-
ers’ compensation statute; 

(2) Has engaged in fraud in connec-
tion with the presentation of a claim 
under this or any workers’ compensa-
tion statute, including, but not limited 
to, knowingly making false representa-
tions, concealing or attempting to con-
ceal material facts with respect to a 
claim, or soliciting or otherwise pro-
curing false testimony; 

(3) Has been prohibited from rep-
resenting claimants before any other 
workers’ compensation agency for rea-
sons of professional misconduct which 
are similar in nature to those which 
would be grounds for disqualification 
under this section; or 

(4) Has accepted fees for representing 
claimants under the Act which were 
not approved, or which were in excess 
of the amount approved pursuant to 
section 28 of the Act, 33 U.S.C. 928. 

[38 FR 26861, Sept. 26, 1973, as amended at 50 
FR 394, Jan. 3, 1985] 

§ 702.132 Fees for services. 
(a) Any person seeking a fee for serv-

ices performed on behalf of a claimant 
with respect to claims filed under the 
Act shall make application therefor to 
the district director, administrative 
law judge, Board, or court, as the case 
may be, before whom the services were 
performed (See 33 U.S.C. 928(c)). The 
application shall be filed and serviced 
upon the other parties within the time 
limits specified by such district direc-
tor, administrative law judge, Board, 
or court. The application shall be sup-
ported by a complete statement of the 
extent and character of the necessary 
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Employment Standards Administration, Labor § 702.134 

work done, described with particu-
larity as to the professional status 
(e.g., attorney, paralegal, law clerk, or 
other person assisting an attorney) of 
each person performing such work, the 
normal billing rate for each such per-
son, and the hours devoted by each 
such person to each category of work. 
Any fee approved shall be reasonably 
commensurate with the necessary 
work done and shall take into account 
the quality of the representation, the 
complexity of the legal issues involved, 
and the amount of benefits awarded, 
and when the fee is to be assessed 
against the claimant, shall also take 
into account the financial cir-
cumstances of the claimant. No con-
tract pertaining to the amount of a fee 
shall be recognized. 

(b) No fee shall be approved for a rep-
resentative whose name appears on the 
Secretary’s list of disqualified rep-
resentatives under § 702.131(b). 

(c) Where fees are included in a set-
tlement agreement submitted under 
§ 702.241, et seq. approval of that agree-
ment shall be deemed approval of at-
torney fees for purposes of this sub-
section for work performed before the 
Administrative Law Judge or district 
director approving the settlement. 

[50 FR 394, Jan. 3, 1985] 

§ 702.133 Unapproved fees; solicitation 
of claimants; penalties. 

Under the provisions of section 28(e) 
of the Act, 33 U.S.C. 928(e), any person 
who receives any fees, other consider-
ation, or any gratuity on account of 
services rendered as a representative of 
a claimant, unless such consideration 
or gratuity is approved under § 702.132, 
or who makes it a business to solicit 
employment for an attorney, or for 
himself in respect of any claim under 
the Act, shall upon conviction thereof, 
for each offense be punished by a fine 
of not more than $1,000 or by imprison-
ment for not more than 1 year, or by 
both fine and imprisonment. 

§ 702.134 Payment of claimant’s attor-
ney’s fees in disputed claims. 

(a) If the employer or carrier declines 
to pay any compensation on or before 
the 30th day after receiving written no-
tice from the district director of a 
claim for compensation having been 

filed, on the ground that there is no li-
ability for compensation within the 
provisions of this Act, and the person 
seeking benefits shall thereafter have 
utilized the services of an attorney at 
law in the successful prosecution of his 
claim, there shall be awarded, in addi-
tion to the award of compensation, in a 
compensation order, a reasonable at-
torney’s fee against the employer or 
carrier in an amount approved by the 
person, administrative body or court 
before whom the service was per-
formed, which shall be paid directly by 
the employer or carrier to the attorney 
for the claimant in a lump sum after 
the compensation order becomes final 
(Act, section 28(a)). 

(b) If the employer or carrier pays or 
tenders payment of compensation with-
out an award pursuant to § 702.231 and 
section 14 (a) and (b) of this Act, and 
thereafter a controversy develops over 
the amount of additional compensa-
tion, if any, to which the employee 
may be entitled, the district director, 
administrative law judge, or Board 
shall set the matter for an informal 
conference and following such con-
ference the district director, adminis-
trative law judge, or Board shall rec-
ommend in writing a disposition of the 
controversy. If the employer or carrier 
refuses to accept such written rec-
ommendation, within 14 days after its 
receipt by them, they shall pay or ten-
der to the employee in writing the ad-
ditional compensation, if any, to which 
they believe the employee is entitled. 
If the employee refuses to accept such 
payment or tender of compensation, 
and thereafter utilizes the services of 
an attorney at law, and if the com-
pensation thereafter awarded is greater 
than the amount paid or tendered by 
the employer or carrier, a reasonable 
attorney’s fee based solely upon the 
difference between the amount awarded 
and the amount tendered or paid shall 
be awarded in addition to the amount 
of compensation. The foregoing sen-
tence shall not apply if the controversy 
relates to degree or length of dis-
ability, and if the employer or carrier 
offers to submit the case for evaluation 
by physicians employed or selected by 
the district director, as authorized by 
section 7(e) of the Act and § 702.408, and 
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