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each functional register will be made 
in rank order according to the needs of 
the relevant agency. 

(3) Special programs. (i) Qualified mi-
nority candidates who apply and qual-
ify under the Department of State Af-
firmative Action Junior Officer Pro-
gram (AAJOP) may be placed on a sep-
arate register and offered appointment 
from that register to meet Affirmative 
Action hiring goals established by the 
Secretary. 

(ii) Qualified minority candidates 
who apply and qualify under the Com-
prehensive Minority Recruitment and 
Training Program (COMRAT) of the 
United States Information Agency may 
be placed on a separate register and of-
fered appointment from that register 
in accordance with the Affirmative Ac-
tion Program established by that agen-
cy. 

(iii) Mustang and Upward Mobility 
candidates who are career employees of 
the Department of State or the United 
States Information Agency will be cer-
tified by the Board of Examiners for di-
rect appointment on an individual 
basis after satisfactorily completing 
all aspects of the examination process. 

(4) Postponement of entrance on duty. 
Postponement of entrance on duty be-
cause of civilian Federal Government 
service abroad (to a maximum of 2 
years of such service), including Peace 
Corps volunteer service, or required ac-
tive regular or reserve military service 
(to a maximum of the limit of such re-
quired service), may be authorized by 
the Board. 

(5) Foreign language requirement. A 
candidate may be certified for appoint-
ment to classes FS–6, FS–5, or FS–4 
without first having passed an exam-
ination in a foreign language, but the 
appointment will be subject to the con-
dition that the newly appointed Career 
Candidate may not be converted to ca-
reer Foreign Service officer status un-
less, within a specified period of time, 
adequate proficiency in a foreign lan-
guage is achieved. For limitations on 
promotion, see section 874, Volume 3, 
Foreign Affairs Manual. 

(h) Termination of eligibility—(1) Time 
limit. Candidates who have qualified 
but have not been appointed because of 
lack of openings will be removed from 
the rank-order register 18 months after 

the date of placement on the rank- 
order register. Time spent in civilian 
Federal Government service abroad (to 
a maximum of 2 years of such service), 
including Peace Corps volunteer serv-
ice, or in required active regular or re-
serve military service (to a maximum 
of the limit of such required service), 
will not be counted as part of the 18- 
month eligibility period. 

(2) Extension. The Board of Examiners 
may extend the eligibility period when 
such extension is, in its judgment, jus-
tified in the interest of the Foreign 
Service. 

(i) Travel expenses. The travel and 
other personal expenses of candidates 
incurred in connection with the writ-
ten and oral examinations will not be 
borne by the Government. However, 
the participating foreign affairs de-
partments and agencies may issue 
round-trip invitational travel orders to 
bring candidates to Washington, DC, at 
Government expense, when it is deter-
mined by the agencies that this is nec-
essary in the interest of the Foreign 
Service. 

(Secs. 206(a) and 301(b), Foreign Service Act 
of 1980 (secs. 206(a) and 301(b), Pub. L. 96–465, 
94 Stat. 2079 and 2083 (22 U.S.C. 3926 and 
3941))) 

[48 FR 13162, Mar. 30, 1983, as amended at 67 
FR 46109, July 12, 2002] 

§ 11.2 Written examination for ap-
pointment to class 7 or 8. 

The Board of Examiners for the For-
eign Service has established the fol-
lowing rules regarding the written ex-
amination: 

(a) When and where given. The written 
examination will be given annually or 
semiannually, if required, in des-
ignated cities in the United States and 
at Foreign Service posts on dates es-
tablished by the Board of Examiners 
for the Foreign Service. Applicants 
must indicate in their applications 
whether they are applying for the De-
partment of State or for the U.S. Infor-
mation Agency. Candidates who pass 
the written examination successfully 
may request a transfer of their applica-
tions to the other agency. 

(b) Designation to take written exam-
ination. No person will be permitted to 
take a written examination for ap-
pointment as a Foreign Service officer 
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or Foreign Service information officer 
who has not been specifically des-
ignated by the Board of Examiners to 
take that particular examination. 
Prior to each written examination, the 
Board will establish a closing date for 
the receipt of applications for designa-
tion to take the examination. No per-
son will be designated for the examina-
tion who has not, as of that closing 
date, filed an application with the 
Board. To be designated for the written 
examination, a candidate, as of the 
date of the examination, must be a cit-
izen of the United States and shall be 
at least 21 years of age, except that an 
applicant who has been awarded a 
bachelor’s degree by a college or uni-
versity, or has successfully completed 
the junior year at a college or univer-
sity, may qualify if at least 20 years of 
age. 

(c) Content. The written examination 
is designed to permit the Board to test 
the candidate’s intelligence, breadth 
and quality of knowledge, and under-
standing. It will consist of three parts: 
(1) A general ability test, (2) an English 
expression test, and (3) a general back-
ground test. 

(d) Grading. The several parts of the 
written examination are weighted in 
accordance with the rules established 
by the Board of Examiners. 

(22 U.S.C. 1221 et seq.) 

[37 FR 19356, Sept. 20, 1972, as amended at 38 
FR 13640, May 24, 1973] 

§ 11.3 Oral examination for appoint-
ment to class 7 or 8. 

The Board of Examiners for the For-
eign Service has established the fol-
lowing rules regarding the oral exam-
ination: 

(a) When and where given. The oral 
examination will be given throughout 
the year at Washington and periodi-
cally in selected cities in the United 
States and, if circumstances permit, at 
selected Foreign Service posts. 

(b) Eligibility. If a candidate’s weight-
ed average on the written examination 
is 70 or higher, the candidate will be el-
igible to take the oral examination. 
Candidates eligible for the oral exam-
ination will be given an opportunity 
and will be required to take the oral 
examination within 9 months after the 
date of the written examination. If a 

candidate fails to appear for the oral 
examination on an agreed date within 
the 9-month period, the candidacy will 
automatically terminate, except that 
time spent outside the United States 
and its territories, for reasons accept-
able to the Board of Examiners, will 
not be counted against the 9-month pe-
riod. The candidacy of anyone for 
whom the 9-month period is extended 
because of being abroad will be auto-
matically terminated if the candidate 
fails to appear for the oral examination 
within 3 months after first returning to 
the United States: Provided, That the 
candidacy of anyone who has not re-
turned and been examined in the mean-
time will be canceled 2 years after the 
end of the month in which the written 
examination was held. 

(c) Examining process. (1) The oral ex-
amination will be given by a panel of 
deputy examiners approved by the 
Board of Examiners from a roster of 
Foreign Service officers, officers from 
the Department of State, and other 
Government agencies, and qualified 
private citizens who by prior service as 
members of selection boards or through 
other appropriate activities have dem-
onstrated special qualifications for this 
work. Service as deputy examiners 
shall be limited to a maximum of 5 
years, unless a further period is specifi-
cally authorized by the Board. 

(2) The examination will be con-
ducted in the light of all available in-
formation concerning the candidate 
and will be designed to determine the 
candidate’s: (i) Competence to perform 
the work of a Foreign Service officer at 
home and abroad; (ii) potential for 
growth in the Service; and (iii) suit-
ability to serve as a representative of 
the United States abroad. Panels exam-
ining candidates for the Department of 
State will be chaired by a Foreign 
Service officer of the Department. Pan-
els examining candidates for the U.S. 
Information Agency will be chaired by 
a Foreign Service officer of that Agen-
cy. Determinations of duly constituted 
panels of deputy examiners are final, 
unless modified by specific action of 
the Board of Examiners for the Foreign 
Service. 

(3) Grading: Candidates appearing for 
the oral examination will be graded 
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