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Department of State § 71.10 

§ 71.6 Services for distressed Ameri-
cans. 

Officers of the Foreign Service shall 
extend every possible aid and assist-
ance within their power to distressed 
American citizens within their dis-
tricts, but they shall not expend the 
funds nor pledge the credit of the Gov-
ernment of the United States for this 
purpose, except in the case of American 
seamen, or except as authorized by the 
Department of State. 

§ 71.7 Reports on catastrophes abroad. 
Whenever a great catastrophe occurs 

abroad, either on land or on sea, the of-
ficer within whose district the catas-
trophe takes place or into whose dis-
trict the survivors are brought shall re-
port immediately by telegraph the 
names of any American citizens who 
have been killed or injured and the 
names of American citizens known to 
be safe. 

§ 71.8 Assistance to American Red 
Cross. 

Officers and employees of the For-
eign Service may cooperate fully with 
the American Red Cross within their 
respective districts and subject to the 
limitations prescribed in § 102.806 (22 
CFR, 1947 Supp.). They shall, however, 
avoid taking an active part in the so-
licitation of memberships or the collec-
tion of funds. 

§ 71.9 Presentation of Americans at 
foreign courts. 

The chief of the mission concerned 
may exercise his discretion in the mat-
ter of procuring the presentation of 
American citizens at the court of the 
country to which he is accredited. 

Subpart B—Emergency Medical/ 
Dietary Assistance for U.S. Na-
tionals Incarcerated Abroad 

SOURCE: 42 FR 60141, Nov. 25, 1977, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 71.10 Emergency medical assistance. 
(a) Eligibility criteria. A U.S. national 

incarcerated abroad is considered eligi-
ble to receive funded medical treat-
ment under the following general cri-
teria: 

(1) Adequate treatment cannot or 
will not be provided by prison authori-
ties or the host government; 

(2) All reasonable attempts to obtain 
private resources (prisoner’s family, 
friends, etc.) have failed, or such re-
sources do not exist; 

(3) There are medical indications 
that the emergency medical assistance 
is necessary to prevent, or attempt to 
prevent, the death of the prisoners, or 
failure to provide the serviced will 
cause permanent disablement. 

(b) Services covered. Funds, once ap-
proved, may be expended for: 

(1) Medical examination, when re-
quired; 

(2) Emergency treatment; 
(3) Non-elective surgery; 
(4) Medications and related medical 

supplies and equipment required on a 
routine basis to sustain life; 

(5) Preventive or protective medica-
tions and medical supplies and equip-
ment (vaccinations, inoculations, etc.) 
required to combat epidemic condi-
tions (general or intramural); 

(6) Childbirth attendance, including 
necessary medical care of newborn 
children; and 

(7) Within the consular district, 
transportation for the U.S. national 
and attendant(s) designated by incar-
cerating officials between the place of 
incarceration and the place(s) of treat-
ment. 

(c) Consular responsibility. As soon as 
the consular officer is aware that a 
U.S. national prisoner in the consular 
district faces a medical crisis, the offi-
cer should take the following actions, 
setting forth the order or priority 
based on an evaluation of the facts re-
ceived: 

(1) Make every effort to contact the 
ill or injured prisoner as soon as pos-
sible; 

(2) Take steps to obtain a profes-
sional medical diagnosis and prognosis 
of the ill or injured prisoner; 

(3) Determine as accurately as pos-
sible the estimated costs of rec-
ommended treatment or surgery; 

(4) Obtain the names and addreses of 
family or friends who might serve as a 
source of private funds for medical 
services, and attempt to obtain the 
necessary funds; 
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